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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION lgs
BY HALVORSON

Approved

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

1 A Joint Resolution proposing amendments tc the Constitution of
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the State of Iowa to limit the terms and years of service for
members of the Senate and the House of Representatives, and to
limit the terms and years of service for Governotr, Lieutenant
Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Auditor of
State, and Treasurer of State, and to limit the terms and
years of service for Supreme Court Justices, Judges of the

Court of Appeals, and District Court Judges.

9 BE IT RESCLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QOF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of
the State of Iowa 1s proposed:

1. Section 3 of Article III of the Constitution of the
State of Towa 1s repealed and the following adopted in lieu
thereof:

REZRESENTATIVES. Sec. 3. The members of tne House of
Represertatives shall be chosen every second year, by the
qualified electors of their respective districts, and their
term of office shall commence on the first day of January next
after their election, ané continue *two years, and untll their
successors are elected and qualified. A person shail not be
elected for a term as Representative if =he term would result
In more than a total of twelve years of service or six two-
year terms as a Representative. If a person is elected or
appointed (o serve a portion of a term to which some other
person was elected or appointed but that person died in office
or resiqned from office or was otherwise removed from office,
those years served shall not be inciuded in the terms of
office or total years of service.

2. Section 5 of Article 1II of the Constitution of the
State of Icwa is repealed and the following adopted in lieu
thereof:

SENATORS -- QUALIFICATIONS. Sec. 5. Senators shall be
chosen for a term of four years, at the same time and place as
Representatives; they shall be twenty-five years of age, and
posscuss the qualifications of Representatives as to residence
and citizenship. A person shall not be eiected for a term as
Senator 1f the term would result 1n more than a total of
tweive years of service or three four-year terms as a Senator.
If a person is eiected or appointed to serve a portion of a
term to which some other person was elected or appointed but
that person died in office or resigned from office or was
otherwise removed from office, those years served shall not be
inciuded in the terms of office or total years of service,

3. Section 2 of Article IV of the Constituticon of the

.
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State of Iowa, as amended by amendment number 1 of the
Amendments of 1972 and amendmenit number 1 of the Amendments of
1988, is repealed and the following adopted in lieu thereof:

ELECTION AND TERM. Sec. 2. The Governor and the
Lieutenant Governor shall be elected by the qualified electors
at the time and place of voting for members of the General
Assembly. Each of them shall hold office for four years from
the time of installation in office and until a successor is
elected and qualifies. A person shall not be elected Governor
if the term would result in more than a total of twelve years
of service or three four-year terms as Governor. A person
shall not be elected Lieutenant Governor 1if the term would
result in more than a total of twelve years of service or
three four-year terms as Lieutenant Governor. If a person 1§
elected or appointed to serve a portion of a term to which
some other person was elected or appointed but that person
died 1n office or resigned from office or was otherwise
removed from office, those years served shall not be included
in the terms of office or total years of service,.

4. Section 22 of Articie IV of the Constitution of the
State of Iowa, as amended by amendment number I of the
Amendrents of 1972, is repealed and the foliowing adopted in
lieu thereof:

SECRETARY -~ AUDITOR -- TREASURER. Sec. 22. A tecretary
of State, an Auditor of State, and a Treasurer of State shal:
be elected by the qualified electors at the same time that the
Governor is elected and for a four-year term Commngncing on “he
first day of January next after their eiection, ard they shall
perform such dutlies as may be provided by law. A person shall
not be elecrted Secretary of State if the term would result in
more than a total of twelve years of gervice or three four-~
year terms as Secretary of State. A person shall rnot be
elected Auditor of State 1If the term would resulit in more than
a total of twelve years of service or three four-year tecms as

Auditor of State. A person shall not be elected Treasurer of
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State if the term would result in mcre than a total of twelve
years of service or three four-year terms as Treasurer of
State. If a person is elected or appointed to serve a portion
of a term tc which some other person was elected or appointed
but. that person died in office or resigned from office or was
otherwise removed from office, those years served shall not be
included in the terms of office or total years of service.

5. Section 12 of Article V of the Constitution of the
State of iowa, as amended by amendment number 1 cf the
Amendments of 1972, is repealed and the feollowing adopted in
lieu thereof:

TUORNEY GENERAL. Sec. 12. The General Assembly shall
provide, by law, for the election of an Attorney General by
the people, whose ternm of office shall be four years, and
until a successor 1s elected and gqualifies. A person shtall
rot be elected Attorney General i1f the ferm would result in
mere than a total of twelve years of service or three four-
year terms as Attorney General. If a person 1s elected or
apptinted to serve a portion of a term to which some other
person vas elected or appolnted but that person died 1n office
or resigned from office or was otherwise removed from nffice,
those years served shall not be inciuded 1n the terms of
office or total years of service.

Sec. 7. The following amendment to the Constitution of the
State of Towa 1is proposed:

Sectrion 17 of Article V of the Constitullon of the State of
ITowa, «n added by the Amendment of 1962, is repcaliled and the
following adopted 1in lieu thereof:

TERMS —- JUDICIAL ELECTIONSG, Sec. 17. Meubers of all
courtz spall liave such tenure in offlice as may be fixed by
law, bu' terms of supreme court judces shall be eight years
and torms of Judges 2f the court of appeals and of the
distriv court shall be six years. Judges shall serve for one
yecr «luer appolntment and until the first day of January

ftolioving the next judieclal election after the expiraticn of
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such year. They shall at such judicial election stand for
retention in office on a separate ballot which shall submit
the question of whether such judge shall be retained in office
for the tenure prescribed for such office and when such tenure
is a term of years, on their request, they shall, at the
judicial election next before the end of each term, stand
agaln for retention on such ballot. The general assembly
shall prescribe the time for holding judicial elections.

A supreme court judge shall not stand for retention if the
term for which the judge would be retained would result in
more than a total of sixteen years of service or two terms as
a supreme court judge. A judge of the court of appeals shall
not stand for retention if the term for which the judge would
be retained would result in more than a total of twelve years
of service or two six-year terms as a judge of the court of
appeals. A judge of a district court shall not stand for
retention if the term for which the judge would bpe retained
would resulit ir more than a total of twelve years of service
or two six-year terrs as a judge of a district court.

Sec. 3. The foregoing amendments to the Constitution of
the State of Iowa are referred to the Gencral Assembly "o oo
chosen at the next general election for members of the Jonera
Assembly and the Secretary of State 1 dir-nted to cause tha
same to be published for three consecutive monchs provicus oo
the date of that election as provided by law.

EXPLANATION

This joint resolution proposes two amerimanns o (he

)

Constiturion of the State of Iowa. The firsi amandmeni
provides that members of the Iowa house of representatives
shall not serve more than sixzx terms or 12 years as a
representative and that members of the Iowa senata shall aot
serve more than three terms or 12 years as a senator. Tf a
person serves a portion of a term to which some other person
was elected or appcinted, the partial term shall not Lo

inciuded in the number of terms or total yeairs of seorvice.
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The amendment also provides that persons elected to the
office of governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general,
secretary of state, auditor of state, and treasurer of state
are limited to three terms or 12 years in each office. 1If a
person serves a portion of a term to which some other person
was elected or appointed, the partial term shall not be
included in the number of terms or total years of service.

The second amendment limits the terms and years of service
of judges other than district associate judges. Terms of
justices of the supreme court are set at eight years and they
are limited to two terms or 16 years of service. Terms cf
judges of the court of appeals and of district court jucges
are set at six years and they are limited to two terms or 12
years of service.

The resolution, if adoptecd, would be referred to the next
general assembly before being submitied to the electorate for

ratification.
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