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Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 
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FILED M/'1~ 1 o 1997 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION /2S 
BY HALVORSON 

Passed House, ua~e --------
Vote: Ayes Nays 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 

l A Joint Resolution proposing amendments to the Constitution of 

the State of Iowa to limit the terms a~d years of service for 

members of the Senate and the House of Representatives, and to 

limit the terms and years of service for Governor, Lieute11ant 

Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Auditor of 

State, and Treasurer of State, and to limit the ter::.s and 

yea~s of service for Supreme Court Justices, Judges of the 

Court of Appeals, and District Court Judges. 
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ·:·HE STATF: OF' IOWA: 

TLSB lil78SS n 
sc/sc/l~ 

-
~ 



S.J.R. 13 H.J.R. 

l Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of 

2 the State of Iowa is proposed: 

J 1. Sectiorl 1 of Article III of t~e Constitution of the 

4 State of Towa is repealed and the following adopted in lieu 

5 thereof: 

6 RE?RESSNTATIVES. Sec. 3. The members of ~he House of 

7 Representatives shall be chosen every secor1d year, by the 

8 quali~ied electo~s of their respective d~str1cts, and their 

9 term o( o:fice shall commence on the first day of January next 

10 after their election, and conti11ue two years, and until their 

ll successors are elected and qualified. A person shall not be 

12 electerl for a ter:n as Representative if :he term would result 

13 1n more than a total of twelve years of service or six two-

14 year terms as a Representative. If a person is el.ected or 

15 appoi:1ted to serve a portion of a term to which some other 

16 persor1 was elected or appointed brrt that person died in office 

17 or resigned from office or was otherwise removed from office, 

18 those years served shall not be inclrrded in the terms of 

19 office nr total years of service. 

20 2. Section 5 of Article III of the Constitution of the 

21 Stale o[ Iowa is repealed and the following adopted in lieu 

72 there<>f: 

23 SENATORS -- QUALIF~CATIONS. Sec. 5. Senators shall be 

24 chose:! tor a term of four years, at the same time and place as 

25 Repcese11tatives; they shall be twenty-five yeacs of age, and 

26 posse~s the qualifications of Representatives as to residence 

27 and Citizenship. A person shall not be elected for a term as 

28 Senat•Jr if the term would result 1n more than a total of 

29 twelve years of service or three four-year terms as a Senator. 

30 If a person is elected or appointed to serve a portion of a 

31 term to which some other person was elected or appointed but 

32 that person died in office or resigned from office or was 

JJ otherwise removed from office, those years served shall not be 

34 inciuded in the terms of office or total years of serv1ce. 

15 J. Section 2 of Article IV of the Constitution of the 
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S.J.R. /3 H.J.R . 

State of Iowa, as amended by amendment number l of the 

Amendments of 1972 and amendment number l of the ~~endments of 

1988, is repealed and 

ELECTION AND TERM. 

the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

Sec. 2. The Governor and the 

Lieutenant Governor shall be elected by the qualified electors 

at the time and place of voting for members of the General 

Assembly. Each of them shall hold office for four years from 

the time of installation in office and until a successor is 

9 elected and qualifies. A person shall not be elected Governor 

10 if the term would result in more than a total of twelve years 

ll of service or three four-year terms as Governor. A person 

12 shall not be elected Lieutenant Governor if the term would 

13 result in more than a total of twelve years of service or 

14 three four-year terms as Lieutenant Governor. If a person is 

15 elected or appointed to serve a portion of a term to whicl1 

16 some other person was elected or appointed but that person 

17 died 1n office or resigned from office or w2s otherwise 

18 removed from office, those years served shall not be included 

19 in the terms of office or total years of service. 

20 4. Section 22 of Article IV of the Constitution of the 

21 State of Iowa, as amended by amendment number l o~ the 

22 Amend:r.ents of l9-/2, is repealed and the follov1ing udopt0d 1n 

23 lieu thereof: 

24 SECRE'PARY AUDITOR -- TREASURER. Sec. 22. A ~ecre~~ry 

25 of State, an Auditor of State, and a Treasllrer of Stc<.te sha: ·, 

26 be elected by the qual i tied electors at the sar::e t :1::P that t~e 

27 Gove:-nor is elected and for a four-year ter:t~ corntnc-'lci ng on ... he 

28 first day o~ Ja11ua:y next after their elecliO!l, a~ci they shall. 

29 perform such duties as may be prov:ded by law. A person shall 

JO not be elected Secretary of State if the ter~ would result i~ 

31 more than a total of t>·lelve years of service or three four-

32 year terms as Secretary of State. A person shall ~ot be 

33 elected Auditor of State if the term would result i~ more than 

-. 34 
.35 

a total of twelve 

Auditor of State. 

years of service or three four-year terms as 

A person shall not be elerted Tr~asurer of 
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S.J.R. 13 

1 State if the term would result in mere than a total of twelve 

2 years of service or three four-year terms as Treasurer of 

3 State. If a perso:1 is elected or appointed to serve a portior• 

4 of a term to which some other person was elected or appointed 

5 hut. that person died in office or resigned from offtce or was 

6 otl1erwise removed from office, those years served shall not he 

7 included in the terms of office or total years of service. 

R 5. Section 17. of Article V of the constitut1on of the 

9 State of Iowa, as amended by amendmen~ number 1 of the 

10 Amendments of 1972, is repealed and the following adopted 1n 

ll l1ec; t'cereof: 

'..2 ATWWNEY GF.NERAL. Sec. 12. '\'he Genera: l';ssembly shall 

13 provide, by law, for the election of an Attorney General by 

14 the people, whr>se te!m of office sha!: be four years, a~d 

l5 unti1. a st1ccessor is elected and qtJali.fi~s. A person stall 

16 not be elected Altorney Ger1eral ~f the cerm would result in 

!7 more l~ail il totdl of twelve years of service or three four-

18 year tPrms as Attor~ey Ger1eral. If a person is elected or 

19 appGinted to serve a portion of a term to which so:11e other 

20 perc;o:l ·.;as e~er:ted or appointed h'-lt that persor. diPd in off ice 

21 or resiqnPc~ fcom o:=fice or \·las otherHise removed fro!i1 :"Jffice, 

22 tho,.;,• years served s!la.ll not be inc~uded in the ~erms of 

23 office or total years of service. 

24 Sec. ~- The following ame~dme~t to the Constitution of the 

25 State of Iowa 1s proposed: 

26 se,~~io:1 17 of Article V of the Cor)stitl;~iorl of the State of 

27 Iov:a, c:c; added by r.he Amendrr.ent of 1S62, is repc:a:.<?d and the 

28 foJ1m1i nq adopted 111 lieu thereof: 

29 'f1Cf<~~; --.JUDICIAL ELECTIONS. Sec. l"!. Members of all 

~0 court~ sila'. l i;ave S'-lch ten;.;re in off:ce .JS may be f1xed by 

31 1a\-.:, b:J 1 tt!rn~s of Stipreme court judc;es sh2l'l be eight-_ year::> 

32 and tc-rr::s rjf judges 0f the court of at:-pect~s and of the 

3.1 disc.··':· court sn<Jll be six years .. Judges sh<tll serve for one 

34 yeL:· .. J,er c.rpointment and until r.he ~us~ oay ot Jar:uury 

3S fol ~v\ 1r•g :he· ne:<t. j~_;dicial election t.1fter ttH:.' expiration of 
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S.J.R. H.J.R. 

1 such year. They shall at such judicial el~ction stand for 

2 retention in office on a separate ballot wh:ch shall submit 

3 the question of whether such judge shall be retained in office 

4 for the tenure prescribed for such office and when such tenu:e 

5 is a term of years, or. their request, they shall, at the 

6 judicial election next before the end of eac~ term, stand 

7 again for retention on such ballot. The general assembly 

8 shall prescribe the time for holding judicial elections. 

9 A supreme court judge shall not stand for retent io:: '< l c the 

10 term for which the judge would be retained would result in 

11 more than a total of sixteen years of service or two terms as 

12 a supreme court judge. A judge of the court of appeals shall 

13 not stand for retention if the term for which the judge would 

14 be retained would result in more than a total of twelve years 

15 of service or two six-year terms as a judge of the court of 

16 appeals. A judge of a distr~ct court shall ~ot stand for 

17 retention if the term for which the judge woald be retained 

18 would result in more than a total of twelve years of service 

19 or two six-year terms as a judge of a district court. 

20 Sec. 3. The foregoing amendments to the ConstituL'on oE 

21 the State of Iowa are referred to the General Assc~bly '·' ce 

22 chosen at the r.ext general election for rr:c:r>he:-s of t.he ;··:=c:·,•l 

23 Asse!nbly and the Secretary of State is di c· ·:·.-..:d to r·;•,;:>'' c'c" 
24 same to be published for ::hree consecutive ;no;)l_hs p:.-c:.·v.lcu~; r_,) 

25 the date of thd~ eJection as provided by law. 

26 EXPL.ANA'l'ION 

This jo.:.nt resol~tion propose~:; two ame:~--:~'- :~::-.~.; 

29 provides that nte:ttbers of the Iowa house of ~ep~ese~tativcs 

30 shall not serve more than six terms or 12 yea"~ a~ d 

Jl representative and t!lat members of the Io\·la ~;<.-::1a!::~ s:iall i10L 

32 serve more than three terms or 12 years as a ;-.enatur. 

33 persor. serves a portion of a term to v.1hich :=.nu:e othf:'·· persot~ 

34 was elected or <lppointed, the partial tern: shal1 "":- ;,c 

35 included in the number of terms or total yeat~ o~ :lcrvice. 
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S.J.R. H.J.R. 

l The amendment also provides that persons elected to the 

2 office of governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, 

3 secretary of state, auditor of state, and treasurer of state 

4 are lim1ted to three terms or 12 years in each office. If a 

5 person serves a portion of a term to which some other person 

6 was elected or appointed, the partial term shall not be 

7 included in the number of terms or total years of service. 

8 T~e second amendment limits the terms and years of service 

9 of judges other than district associate judges. Terms of 

10 justices of the supreme court are set at eight years and they 

11 are limi.~ed to two terms or 16 years of service. Terms of 

12 judgPs of the court of appeals and o~ district court ju2ges 

13 are set at six years and they are limited to two terms or 12 

14 years of service. 

15 The resolution, 1f adopted, would be referred to the next 

16 general assembly before being submitled to the electorate for 

17 ratification. 
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