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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 

l A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 

2 the State of Iowa granting home rule power and authority to 

3 local school districts. 

4 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S .. J. H. IJ I! , 
-'---

H.J.R. 

Section 1. The foilc,wing arne!t~me~t tc) the Co,stitt)Lion o[ 

/. the Sla.\..e of Io\·Ja is proposed: 

3 Ar~.I.c·i.e IX o( :..he Const.)tutiot~ 0f the St;jt:C o[ Iowa .=Ls 

4 amended by add.~ng t~-.e fuliowi.ns uC\Y sPction: 

!) SCHOOL DIS?RICT HOME RUL£. Sec. 8. Scr-~ool dist-Ji.c<_s ar~ 

6 granted h<}me rule ?Ower and authority, not ir1co~sistc~~ wit~! 

7 the 1a~~i of ti~e Ge~craJ Assembly, regard~ng ~he adrni;listrativ(? 

8 and fj.;;~ncial opctation of the :--;cboo:.. d.istr5c~-< a:td ~ht? 

9 distrj.ct's educ~ational program stdndardsr e~cept that th~y 

10 sha: -i r-,o:-. fliiV2 power to J evy or impose any tax un1.ess 

ll expressly authorized by the Ge~eral Asse~bly. 

!2 'rh~· G•~:1crai AssPmbly shall provide by J.aw for i_}te creati011, 

lJ dissol:1~ i..nr:.- o.nC !:eorganization of school districts. 

14 The rulP or propns~tion of law that a school district 

15 possesses and can ~xe=cise only those powers g~arl~ed ir1 

16 expre:;s words is not a part of the law of this stdte. 

l7 Sec. 2. '!'he foregoing amendme:ot to che Co~s~;t;;r.ion of tne 

18 State of Iowa is refPrred to the Gener~l Asse~biy to be c~1osen 

19 at lhe nPxt general. election for ;t\embers of the Ge~c:a1 

20 Asse1nbly nnd the SecreLary of StaLe ~~ di~ected ~o cau~e the 

21 same to bP pub~ished for three COilSecutivf~ :r.o;;'.:hs prev:.o!.JS to 

22 the date of that election as provided by law. 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 7hls ioint resolution proposes an amendmer1t to the 

25 Cotlstit~it:cn o~ the State of Iowa grantinq home r11le a~thority 

26 to io~a1 school districts. Currently, school districts must 

27 be ope:·~Led in dCCOr!)ance with their statutory authority. 

28 ~his rcsc.lution wo1:ld authorize a school distr ic~ to make 

29 inde~c~d2nt administ[ative and financial operation decisions 

30 and dec:isions rega~dinq educational program standards, un!ess 

31 those (~0clsions conf:ict wj~h the laws ct the general assemb~y 

32 or tt:e district is speciE~cally prohibited by law from doing 

33 so. 7te resol~tion prov:de5 t~a: a schcol district shal! not 

34 ha:;0 t~e ~~ower to ie·;y or :xpose any t3X u~less express:y 
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• l adopted, would be referred to the next general asswnb~y for 
2 adoption before being submitted to the electorate f. or 

3 ratification. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

~ 
17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

- 34 

35 

LSB l656SS "j 7 

-2- rn/cf/24 


