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Act relating to water and ice vessel accident reports filed 
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natural resources and providing for an effective date and the 

Act's applicability. 
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S.F. H.F. 

l Section l. Section 462A.7, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Whenever any vessel is 

4 acciden~ or cas~alty, except one which res~lts only in 

5 property damage not exceeding one five hundred dollars, a 

6 report thereof shall be filed with the commission. The report 

7 shall be filed by the operator of the vessel and shall contain 

8 such information as the commission may, by rule, require. 

9 Said Th~ report shall be submitted without delay in death or 

10 disappearance cases and within five days in all other cases. 

ll Sec. 2. Section 462A.7, subsection 4, Code 1997, is 

12 amended to read as follows: 

13 4. All reports shall be in writing, and the written report 

14 shall be without prejudice to the individual ~o-reporting-and 

15 ~hall-be-for-the-eonfidential-tl3e-o£-the-eommis3ion who 

16 submits the report. However 7 -tlpon-reqtle3t-the-eommi~~ion 

17 ~hall-di~eioae-the-identitie3-of-the-per~on~-on-board-the 

18 vea~el~-invoived-in-the-oeetlrrenee-and-their-eddre~~e~. A 

19 written report filed with the commission shall be made 

20 available to any_party to an accident, the party's 1nsurance 

21 company or its agent, the party's attorney, or the attorney 

22 general, on written reguest to the department and the payment 

23 of a fee for each C2PY· A written report shall not be 

24 admissible in or used in evidence in any civil or criminal 

25 action arising out of the facts on which the report is based. 

26 Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE-- APPLICABILITY. 

27 1. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes 

28 effect upon enactment. 

29 2. Section l of this Act applies to written reports of 

30 accidents involving water and ice vessel accidents occurring 

31 on or after the effective date of this Act. 

32 EXPLANATION 

33 This bill provides :hat written reports of accidents 

34 invo~ving water or ice vessels, which are submitted to the 

35 natural resource commission of the depar:ment of nat~ra~ 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 resources, are to be made available to the parties to the 

2 accident or to the parfies' attorneys or insurance companies, 

3 or to the attorney general, upon payment of a copy fee. The 

4 bill also increases from $100 to $500 the threshold amount of 

5 property damage required before a report must be filed. 

6 This bill takes effect upon enactment. Section 1 which 

7 requires the filing of a vessel accident report if the damage 

8 exceeds $500, applies to accidents occurring on or after the 

9 effective date of the bill. 
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SENATE FILE 95 
S-3073 

1 Amend Senate File 95 as follows: 
2 l. Page l, by striking lines 13 through 25 and 
3 inserting the following: 
4 "4. a. All reports shall be in writing 7 -and-the 
5 w~itten-~epo~t-sha~~-be-w~tho~t-p~e;~d~ee-to-the 
6 ±nd±~~d~ef-se-~epo~t±nq-and. A vessel operator's 
7 report shall be without prejudice to the person making 
8 the report and shall be for the confidential use of 
9 the eommiss~en deoartment. However, upon request the 

10 eemm±ss±on department shall disclose the identities of 
11 the persons on board the vessels involved in the 
12 occurrence and their addresses. Upon request of a 
13 person who made and filed a vessel operator's report, 
14 the department shall provide a copy of the vessel 
15 operator's report to the requestor. A written vessel 
16 operator's report filed with the eomm±ssion department 
17 shall not be admissible in or used in evidence in any 
18 civil or criminal action arising out of the facts on 
19 which the report is based. 
20 b. All written reports filed by law enforcement 
21 officers as required under section 462A.7, subsection 
22 3, are confidential to the extent provided in section 
23 22.7, subsection 5, and section 622.11. However, a 
24 completed law enforcement officer's report shall be 
25 made available by the department or the investigating 
26 law enforcement agency to any party to a boating 
27 accident, collision, or other casualty, the party's 
28 insurance company or its agent, or the party's 
29 attorney on written request and payment of a fee." 
By JOHN P. KIBBIE MERLIN E. BARTZ 

JAMES BLACK DENNIS H. BLACK 

FILED FEBRUARY S-3073 
ADOPTED ~/:~'flf7 

(/ 3~3) 

24, 1997 
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A BILL FOR 
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~atural resources and providing for an effective date and the 

Act's applicability. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SF 95 

tj/CC/26 



S.F. q~ H. F. 

l Section 1. Section 462A.7, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Whenever any vessel is involved in a collision, 

4 accident or casualty, except one which :es~lts only in 

5 property damage net exceeding one five hundred dollars, a 

6 report thereof shall be filed with the conunission. The report 

7 shall be filed by the operator of the vessel and shall contain 

8 such 1nformation as the commission may, by rule, require. 

9 Sa~a The report shall be submitted without delay in death or 

10 disappearance cases and within five days in all other cases. 

11 Sec. 2. Section 462A.7, subsectior 4, Code 1997, is 

12 amended to read as follows: 

13 4. a. All reports shall be in writing,-ana-the-w~~tten 

14 ~epo~t-sha%~-ee-witho~t-p~ej~diee-to-the-indi~ia~a±-so 

15 ~epo~ting-ana. A vessel operator's report shall be without 

16 prejudice to the person making the report and shall be for ~he 

17 confidential use of the eommission ~artment. However, upon 

18 request the commission department shall d1sclose the 

19 identities of the persons on board the vessels involved in ~he 

20 occurrence and their addresses. Upon request of a person who 

21 made and f1led a vessel operator's report, the department 

22 shall prov1de a copy of the vessel operator's report to the 

23 requestor. A wr1tten vessel operator's report t1led w1th the 

24 eOllllllission department shall not be admissible in or :Jsed in 

25 evidence in any civil or criminal action arising out of the 

26 facts on which the report is based. 

27 b. All ~ritten reports filed by law enforceffient officers 

28 as reauired under section 462A.7, subsection 3, are 

29 confidential to the extent orovided in section 22.7, 

30 subsect10n 5, and sectlon 622.11. However, a ccmpleted law 

31 enforce~ent offtcer 1s report shall be ~ade avaliaole by the 

32 department or the investigating law enforcement agency to any 

33 oarty to a boating accident, collision, or other casualty, the 

34 oarty's 1nsurance company or its agent, or the party's 

35 attorney on wr1tten request and payment oE a fee. 

-1-



S.F. qs H.F. 

1 Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE --APPLICABILITY. 

2 1. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes 

3 effect upon enactment. 

4 2. Section l of this Act applies to written reports of 

5 accidents involving water and ice vessel accidents occurring 

6 on or after the effective date of this Act. 
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SI:NAT£ F'l t.E: 95 

AN ACT 

Rl:LATU:G TO WA'n;k AND ICE VESS!::L 1\CCIOE:NT REPORTS FlL£0 

WI'I'!I THJo: NATURAl. RF.SOURO: CO!o\MISSION Of THE OEPAR'l'HRtH' 

Of NATURAL Rt:SOURCRS AND PROVIDING FOR AN Ef!o'EC1'IVB 

OAT•: ANO THE AC'l'' 5 APPLICABll,JT'l. 

BE 1'1' ENAC'fBO B't 'fHB cJJ:NE:RAL ASSll:MBL'i Of THE STATE OF IO'riA: 

Section 1. Section 462A.·r, subsection 2, Code 1997, l!i 

a~endcd to read as follows: 
2. Whenever any vessel is involved in a collision, 

accident or casualty, except one whlch results only in 

Sendte file 9~. p. 2 

[HO,lPrty d~tmage not e"ceedinq Ol\e .fJ..:-'~ ho.Jndred dollan;, a 

report thereof stHtll be fi.led with the cov.mi'lwion. Tr.e report 

shctll be filed by th~ oper<ttdr r)( tltP vessel and shall contain 

such information as the com:ni!lsion may, by rule, u~quire. 

Se:td The report nhall be submitted without delay in dPath or 

disappearance cases and within five day~ in all \)t.her ca!'>c>.>. 
Sec. 2. Section 46'1A.7, sutmeclion 4, CodP 1997, is 

amended to re~d as follows: 

4. ~.!. All reports shall be in writingy-end-~hl'!-wrHtet'l 

report-s~e:l~-~e-wttho~t-prejudtee-to-the-tndt~id~el-ao 

repo('Hfl~-ertd.!.... A ves~.el op~_!ator':?~!'~.~ shcdl bP wit:h-?_1!!_ 

E?.~ejudice to th~_person mak}f1..9 th~r_ ~t:_and :H!:!!.!..!_~~ for thr 
confidential use of the eo~hai:on depar~.~~.:.!~!· Ho...,·ever, upon 

request the eotrudaston depa~ shall disclose the 
identities of the persons on board the vl?saels involved in thP 

occurrence and their addresses. Upon r~~r:_...2..L..!_.P.erso.!! who 

nade and _fjled_~ vess~~ator 's re.E.£.!.~depar~ 

!!!~J.!_..£!_ovi_de a copy of ~he v~_!>sel operator .~!...!.~I?.ort to the 

!~questo_!!. A wr ltten ~!......2.E£!~.~or' s report flied with the 

eo11'11!1iaston ~~~-~r"_ent shall not be admissible in or used in 
evidence in any clvil or criminal action arising out of the 

facts on which the report is based. 

~All W!"Jtten report~ .~.!1!.~.-~_y_law enf?rcE>m~t:_'lt officet·s. 

4~...!~~-~red l!nder ~ec~_io~--~~~~-~bsec;t;_ion 3_,....!.!:.! 
conf~d~!:i~~~L.!.2...._~h~ exten_~ __ provided in section 22.2.L 

~':J.bsec:ti..9..~ . .2.L. a.~d sec q on 6? ~ !.~ . .!:.! -~'owe~~!. ~~>rnpl e t e:~ .. !.!~ 
~!E.!£!!:~Cnt o~!icer·~~ . .!..!£2.£~_shal!....£!.._J!Iade a~~!.~l. the 

~.!.P~.!.~~.nt or -~l.~.~~st iq_a ~.l!!9.... ~a~ enfo~~~!!!!.£Lt.2_~ 
part:_y_~~___!_ .9<?~t ii!Cj__!_gcidera.~.~ col!~~.!_.or __ ot_~~-- c~sual ty, -~~ 

P•l r tJ '.!!._)_ ry !L UE~~~ ~ comp_~_ny .. .2.E .. _i ~-~-- ~9.~ ~ ~L-....2.~. ~!!.t.J.?:a r.~.s 
~ t l£.!.!l..Ci'_ .o~ 

Sec. J. 

:-:.~.!.!.!-~!!~c-~t .an_q pa~-~~.! ..... 2.L.~ _fee. 
r.rn:CTIVE OA'l'E-; --APPLICABILITY. 

1. This Act, beinq deemed of i~~ediate importance, takes 

effect up~n enact~ent. (/) 
"T\ 
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2. Section 1 of this Act applies to written reports of 

accidents involving water and ice vessel accidents occurring 

on or after the effective date of this Act. 

MARY E. KRAMER 

President of the Senate 

RON J. CORBETT 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 95, Seventy-seventh General Assembly. 

Appcov•d ~Jd' ;{~ 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

MARY PAT GUNDERSON 

Secretary of the Senate 
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