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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to police bicycles. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 80 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.231, subsection 3, Code 1997, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. The driver of a fire department vehicle, police 

4 vehicleL or ambulance, or a peace officer riding a police 

5 bicycle in the line of duty may do any of the following: 

6 a. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but 

7 only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 

8 operation. 

9 b. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as the driver 

10 does not endanger life or property. 

11 Sec. 2. Section 321.234, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

12 amended to read as follows: 

13 2. A person, including a peace officer, riding a bicycle 

14 on the highway is subject to the provisions of this chapter 

15 and has all the rights and duties under this chapter 

16 applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except those provisions 

17 of this chapter which by their nature can have no application 

• 

18 or those provisions for which specific exceptions have been 4ll 
19 set forth regarding police bicycles. 

20 Sec. 3. Section 321.397, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

21 follows: 

22 321.397 LAMPS ON BICYCLES. 

23 Every bicycle shall be equipped with a lamp on the front 

24 exhibiting a white light, at the times specified in section 

25 321.384 visible from a distance of at least three hundred feet 

26 to the front and with a lamp on the rear exhibiting a red 

27 light visible from a distance of three hundred feet to the 

28 rear; except that a red reflector meeting the requirements of 

29 this chapter may be used in lieu of a rear light. A peace 

30 officer riding a police bicycle is not required to use either 

31 front or rear lamps if duty so requires. 

32 Sec. 4. Section 321.434, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 

35 

321.434 BICYCLE SIRENS OR WHISTLES. 

Ne ~ bicycle shall not be equipped with "o~-~"a~~-a"y and a 
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s.F. H.F. 

l person shall not use upon a bicycle any siren or whistle. 

2 This section shall not apply to bicycles ridden by peace 

3 officers in the line of duty. 

4 EXPLANATION 

5 This bill provides that peace officers operating bicycles 

6 are subject to the requirements of chapter 321 except where 

7 specific exceptions have been created. A peace officer on a 

8 bicycle may run a red light or stop sign or exceed the posted 

9 speed limit in the same manner as peace officers operating 

10 motor vehicles. The bill also provides that police bicycles 

11 may have sirens or whistles and that peace officers riding 

12 bicycles in the line of duty need not operate the front and 

13 rear lights as necessary given the duty being performed by the 

14 peace officer. 
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SF.NATE FU.i: 80 

AN ACT 
REI.ATING TO POI,ICE BICi'CLES. 

Ht: IT f:NACTE:O B'i THE GENERAL ASSEMBI.'i OF THE STM'E OF IOWA: 

Section 1. S~ction 321.231, subsection 3, CoJe 1997, is 

art~ot.>nded to read as follows: 

3. The driver of ~ fire department vehicle. police 

vehi.cleL or arnbulance!_~! .. _'! . .E.!ac~ ~Jf.!£~! .. !~~.!..!.ce 
~-~cy_c:=le. J~. !~~ _l:_~t:~~_2L~':!~Y may do af'ly of the following: 

a. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but 

only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 

operation. 

b. Exceed the maximum speed li~its so long as the driver 

does not endange1· life or prop~rty. 

Sec. 2. section 321.234, subsection 2, Code 199"1, l..s 

amended to read as follows: 

2. A personL.....!..!!£!~2.~!!9_.~-.P~~£.~.<?~~-;£!'!£!. riding a bicycle 

on the hi.qh..,.ay is subject to the provisions of this chapter 

and has all thP. r iqhts and duties under this chapter 

applicable to the driver or a vehicle, except those provisiona 

of this chapter which by their nature can have no application 

or those provisions f9!..~hich sp~<:U..i.C::: .. £'~~~£!.ions have been 

~.«?!.. f o,· t!!_~£9~r~.~~l_1.<t . .P_~~..i.-<?~ --~~ ~ t?~. 
Sec. 3. Section 321.197, Code 199"1. i.s amended to read as 

follows: 

321,397 LAMPS ON RlO'Ct,t:S. 

Every bicycle shall he ~quipped with a lamp on the front 

e:-:hibi.ti.ng a white l.ight, at the times :-;peci!ied in section 

321.384 visible from a distance of at least thr~e hundred feet 

to the front and witil a lamp on the rear exhi.bitinq a red 

light visible frOill d distanc~ of thre~ hundred feet to the 

rean except thdt c1 re-d reflector meetinq the requirements of 

Senate file 80, p. 2 

this chapter may be used in lieu of a re.u light.. ~peac.~ 

off~~-~~-!~!_1?2U£~Cle is net: rP.guire<!._t: . .<? -~~~ ~!.~.!!.!~. 

front or rear lamps H du_~Y.2!£.....!!.q!:!l!es.~. 

Sec. 4. Section 321.434, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

follows: 

321.4H 8IC'lCU: SIRE:NS OR WHISTU:S. 

No~ bicycle shall not be equipped ~1th no~-shail-any ~~ ~ 

person ~-~~-~L-1"!?.!: use upon a bicycle any siren or whistle. 

This section shall not apply to bicycles ridden by peace 

officers ln the line of duty. 

KARY E. t<RAMER 
President of the senate 

RON J. CORBI:.''I"l' 

Sp~ak1~r of th~ HousP. 

I hereby certify that this bill oriqinated in the Senate and 

l:o..;.<-Jr, :~. :>enate 1-'ile 80, SPvPnt.y-sevent:h CPneral Assembly. 

Approv~~.L... ) 

TERRY E. DRANSTAO 

Governor 
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MAH'i PA1' GUNOLRSON 

Secretary of the Senate 
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