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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION  321.178A DRI VER EDUCATI ON —
TEACHI NG PARENT.

1. TEACH NG PARENT QUALI FI CATIONS. As an alternative to
section 321.178, a teaching parent may instruct a student in
driver's education courses. To qualify as a teaching parent,
the parent or guardian nust hold a teaching certificate at the
secondary level and a valid certificate to teach driver's
education or conply with the definition of a teaching parent
in this section and provide certified evidence that the
requi renents under this section have been net.

2. DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this section:

a. "Student" means a person within the custody and control
of the teaching parent, who is between the ages of fourteen
and twenty-one years of age and who satisfies prelimnary
licensing requirements of the departnent.

b. "Teaching parent” neans a person who is the parent or
guardi an of a student who holds a current valid lowa |icense
to operate a notor vehicle and who elects to engage in
i nstruction of the student.

3. COURSE OF I NSTRUCTION. A driver education course
adm ni stered by a teaching parent shall consist at a mni num
of the follow ng

a. Thirty clock hours of classroominstruction.

b. Fifty hours of street or highway driving

c. Four hours of classroominstruction concerning
subst ance abuse.

The content of the course of instruction required under
this subsection shall be equivalent to that required under
section 321.178. However, the course requirenents, reference
and study materials, nanuals, study aids, workbooks, physica
requi renents, classroom di mensions, type of chal kboards, extra
vehicl e safety equi pnent, extra foot brake, cut-off sw tches,
and extra mrrors required for instruction under section
321.178 shall not be required for the course of instruction
provi ded under this section.

4. COURSE COWVPLETI ON AND CERTI FI CATI ON.  Upon conpl etion
of a course under this section, the teaching parent shal
docunent or provide evidence showi ng substantial statutory
compliance with the requirenents of subsection 3 and certify
by affidavit to the department of education that the course
has been conpl eted. Documentation shall include the
fol | owi ng:

a. An affidavit attesting to satisfactory conpletion of
course work and | aboratory experience.

b. A listing of subjects presented in classroomtraining.

c. Copies of witten tests conpleted by the student.

d. A statenent of the nunber of classroom hours of
i nstruction.

e. A log of street and highway instruction including the
date when the | essons were conducted, the student's and the
parent's name and initials noted next to each entry, notes on
driving activities, including a list of driving deficiencies
and i nprovenents, and the duration of the driving time for
each session. |If the departnment of education is satisfied
that the course has been conpleted in accordance with this
section, the departnent shall certify it as an approved



driver's education course.

5. DRIVER S LICENSE. Any student who successfully
conpl etes an approved driver education course as provided in
this section shall be eligible for a driver's |license at the
age of sixteen years.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill allows a parent or guardian to teach driver's
education and all ows a student who successfully conpletes the
teachi ng parent instruction to obtain a driver's license. To
qualify as a teaching parent, the person nust hold a teaching
certificate at the secondary level and a valid certificate to
teach driver's education or conply with the definition of a
teaching parent and provide certified evidence that all the
requirenents in the bill have been net.

The bill defines "student"” as a person within the custody

2 and control of the teaching parent, who is between the ages of
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14 and 21 years of age and who satisfies the state departnent
of transportation's prelimnary licensing requirenents, and
"teaching parent” as a person who is the parent or guardi an of
a student who holds a current valid lowa |icense to operate a
mot or vehicle and who elects to engage in instruction of the
student .

The bill provides that a driver education course
adm ni stered by a teaching parent shall consist of 30 clock
hours of classroominstruction, 50 hours of street or highway
driving, and four hours of classroominstruction concerning
subst ance abuse. Currently, a student nust take 30 hours of
classroominstruction, six or nmore hours of |aboratory
i nstruction, of which at |east three hours nust be street or
hi ghway driving, four hours of substance abuse instruction, 20
m nutes of instruction concerning railroad crossing safety,
and instruction relating to becom ng an organ donor. The
content of the instruction shall be equivalent to that
requi red under section 321.178. The course requirenents,
reference and study materials, nmanuals, study aids, workbooks,
physi cal requirenents, classroom di nensions, type of
chal kboards, extra vehicle safety equi prment, extra foot brake
cut-off switches, and extra mirrors are not required for a
course of instruction under this section.

When the course is conpleted, the teaching parent nust
docunent or provide evidence show ng substantial statutory
conmpliance and certify that information by affidavit to the
departnment. Docunentation includes an affidavit attesting to
satisfactory conpletion of course work and | aboratory
experience, a listing of subjects presented in classroom
training, copies of witten tests conpleted by the student, a
statenment of the number of classroom hours, and a | og of
street and highway instruction including the date when the
| essons were conducted, the student's nane and initials, the
parent's nanme and initials, notes on driving activities,

i ncludi ng deficiencies and i nprovenents, and the driving tine
for each session. |f the departnent of education is satisfied
that the course has been conpleted as required in accordance
with section 321.178A, the departnment of education shal
certify the course as an approved driver's education course.

A student who successfully conpl etes an approved driver's
education course is eligible for a driver's license at 16
years of age.
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