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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the establishment of a class size reduction
weighting program and increasing the physical plant and
equipment levy limit for eligible school districts.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Searian L. Sectior Y5S7.6. subsecticn 5, unnunoered

paragraph T, Code 1997, 19 anended o read as follows:
welghued encoliment 1s the budgei enro:iment plus the
digtrict's additional enrcllimeni pecause of special education

b

calcutated on December of the base yvear plus additional

puapils added due Le the application of the supplementary

welghting pursuanc _to sections 257.1i and 257.13.

Sec. 2. NEW SRCTION.  257.13 CLASS SIZE RFDUCTION
WETCHTING FPROGRAM,

1. There is established a class size reduction weighiing
nrogran to provide additiconal! funds for schoci disiricts thas
develsp a class slize reductlion plan. To be eliginle for
supplcmentary weighling as provided 1n rhis section, a school

district shall subait annuaily by Apriil 15 of the Lase year ho

the department of cducation a plan which Encludes, at a
minimwuam, the goa’s of reducing class size in kindergarten and

grades one through Lhree, instituting professional development
la

e

O assist teachers in teaching challenging curric

l'U

effectively, and encaging parents, teachers, school
adminis:rators, and students In the achievement of the shared
goal ol raising student achlevement levels. 1In addition, the
plan shall provide for merhods for measuring student
achievemnent and progress

2. A pupll enrciled in a school district that meets tne
requiremerts of subsecticn 1, and who s assianed Yo a self-
cortained classroca in which the student-to-teacher ralio is
not more than fitteen students to one teacher, or the
equivalent in a scpeol that utllizes team teaching methods,
an¢ »ho 5 recelving abt a minimum the grade-appropriatne
educitional program provided In accordance with section
256.11, 1s assigned a suppiementary welighting of two-tenths,
which is :n addition to any weighting received under secrion

257.6, *f the pupil 1s enrolilied in and attending thne

n

oLl swing:

A, Tuii-day kindergarten, or a combi-zed xindergarten and




_ = e
S S )

=9

grade one program, in the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1997,
or in a succeeding fiscal year,

b. Full-day kindergarten, or a ined kindergarten andg
grade one program, or grade one i > Tiscal year beginning
July 1, 1998, or in a succeeding f{iscal year.

c. Full-day kindergarten, or a combined kinderga:zten and
grade one preogran, grade one, or grade two in the figcal year

beginning Juiy 1, 1999, or in a succeeding {.scal year,.

x

d. F[ull-day kindergarten, or a combined kindergacien and
n

grade one program, grade one, grade two, or arade three the

fiscal vear beginning July 1, 2000, or 1n a succecding fiscal
year.

3. A school district shall provide a separate acoounting
of the pupils eligible for supplemental weighting in
accordance with this section, when certifying 145 agtual
enroilment to the department of educaticr.

Sec. 3. Section 298.2, Code 1997, is amended by adding the
following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 6. Notwithstarnding subsection 1, the
vster-approved physical plant and equipment levy in a school
district may exceed the sixty-seven cents per thousand aolliarg
of assessed valuation limit by twenty-five cents 1f the levy
exceeding sixty-seven cents per thousand dollars of assessed
vaiuatjon 1s establlished by a school district thal has
develeoped a class size reduction plan pursuant Lo seation
257.13, The revenue from the levy above the sixty-seven
limit provided for ir subsection 1 shall be nsed for
ol facilities-related costs assoclated with reducing
5ize in kindergarten and grades one thrcugh three.

Sec. 4. This Act takes effect July 1, 1997, for
computarions required for the school year beginning July o,
1998,

EXFPLANATION
This bill establishes a class size reduchion weightin

nrogram to provide additioral funds for schocl districet
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grade Bindevgarten rhrouch thuee, instituting profes:
demeionuenr to assiar Yeachers 1t boaching challenging
cuiraiouia wmore aLllectively, «&nd 0ngaging parenls, teadhers,

cehen’ adminlatrators, and students in the achlevement of the
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shatvced ccalr of raising studen
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plan shall previde for crethiods for measuring student

achievement and proqress.
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Tne Lill begins Dy assigning a suppilemental welghuing o
0.2 Lo full-day <indergarten students in the fiscal year
begrnning Jduly !, 997, ard adds one grade per yéear until by
the [iscal year beginning July 1, 2000, all ful:-day

windergaiten through arade three puplls in self-contained

L

classroons in which the student-to-leacker ratio 19 net more
than > students o one teacher, or the 2guivaieont in a schoo:t
that utilizes team teaching metncds, are assigned a
supplementary weighting of 0.2,

The bill permits the voter-approved physical plant and
equibitent Levy te exceed the current limit cof 0.67 cents by
0.25% conts per §1,000 of assessed valuation 1n the district
tor school districts parficipating in the class size reduction

program,




