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l An Act relating to runaway children, by defining when a child is 

2 a chronic runaway, authorizing county runaway treatment plans, 

3 providing for assessment and treatment procedures for chronic 

4 runaways, and making an appropriation. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~3 H.F. 

• Section l. Section 232.2, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 :.he tcJllowins npw subsection: 

:JEW SURSEC'c'IO::-<. 6A. ''Chronic runa~ay'' means a child who 

4 ~~ ~epor~~cl ;_o law enfo~cement as a ru~away more tha~ once in 

\~ a~y ~ont~1 or ~hree cr ntore times in any year4 

G ')e<·. 7. Sec'. ion 2:l2 .19, subsection l, paragraph c, Code 

J 19~7, i:~ amended ~tl read as follows: 
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> .• ; :: -· 

3y z p<:-.:{ce off 1ce: fo·r-the-ptt!"t'O:j.:-:-o:-:"?.tl~-1-'.:i;<":g-a-el-t±-:!:d 

:: :·"c- c-~ ~ ~~<~ -'- .·::: -5dm i ±y-e>?- ~" r:.t.ov ~ ntJ- ~ f1~ ch ±- t:O- ~o~4 a- she ~4 ~e't 

:n \':,.i:·-~-f~e+::--:--ty .. ',,;fl· ·: :.:he peace officer i1as reasonable grour.ds 

11. ._o hP:i::Jv.:= :f1e c:·:i~d l·~.:ls run a.~.:ay from the chi:CJ's parents, 

• 7. (1. rr' . .:.>•' ~ Y" ...... ,-~-+-,··-~·La" 
; . ..;'''-1 ... l<..t-·! u. "~-··· ,. ' ''! fs>r tr~e ourp2sE:s ~-~ _deterr.t~-~-~.!}9_ 

J) ;.vhP.:::::t:r :..he ct-.i :u sho:J. b_~ reunited_ v1i!~h the ___ child_'~ _p~rer:ts: 

14 cudrdian, or: c':st-.odiar~, oJ.aced in shelter care, or, if the 
..1.. ______ ··- - ·-··-··-· .• ____ ~.; ·--· • ---·- -- • --

:5 -~-~~~--~:d ~ s 2 c::.~.~:'l ~-c __;:_~~n?\V~_y_and t_~e. cour~ __ has~~~-pp~oved 

:.~ ~Ot..:n~y runa~_c:y_i-:r~-~~~e:·,t .. :. . .....t!Jlaced i;"t a runa'>·:~.~-~_es~_~ent and 

cerl~er under se~tiotl 232.196. 

lH Sec. 3. KEW SECTiON. 212.195 RU:-il\'t/AY TREATMENT PLAN. 

lY ;\ co·.:nt.y may develop a r;.walvay trea\:rrenc plan to address 

?0 problerr.~·; \·Jilh chronic runa\·lay children in t.he county. 'rhe 

21 cou~t.y s~all submit the plan to th~ departrnent of hurrtan 

2? services for apprc~val. The plan shall ide:ltify the problems 

21 with chronic runaway children in Lhe county and specific 

24 so>tt·.i.o:ls to be implerae~1ted by the count:y, includjng the 

2') devclc.p:nenl o" .:. runav:ay assessment and counseling center, and 

26 rna; include a request for funding. The department may award 

27 fun~s appropriated for this purpose to a county to implement 

28 an approved county r~naway treatment pLan. 

29 SPc. 4. NEW SECTION. 232.196 RUNAWAY ASSESSMENT AND 

30 COUNSF:LING CENTER. 

ll •· As par: of a county runaway treatment plan under 

32 sect~on 232.135, a county may establis~ a runaway assessment 

Jl and treatment center. The center, if established, shall 

34 provice services to assess a child who is referred to the 

35 center for being a chronic ru~away and intens1ve family 
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S.F. H.F. 

l counseling services designed to address any problem causing 

2 the child to run away. 

3 2. a. If not sent home with the child's parent, guardian, 

4 or custodian, a chronic runaway may be placed in a runaway 

5 assessment and treatment center by the peace officer who takes 

6 the child into custody under section 232.19, if the officer 

7 believes it to be in the child's best interest after 

8 consulting with the child's parent, guardian, or custodian. A 

9 chronic runaway shall not be placed in a runaway assessment 

10 and treatment center for more than forty-eight hours. 

11 b. Within twenty-four hours of being placed in the center 

12 the child shall be assessed by a center counselor to determine 

13 the following: 

14 (l) The reasons why the child is a runaway. 

15 (2) Whether the initiation or continuation of child in 

16 need of assistance or family in need of assistance proceedings 

17 is appropriate. 

18 c. As soon as practicable following the assessment, the 

19 child and the child's parents, guardian, or custodian shall be 

20 provided the opportunity for a counseling session to ide~tify 

21 the underlying causes of the runaway behavior and develop a 

22 plan to address those causes. 

23 d. A child shall be released from a runaway assessment and 

24 treatment center to the child's parents, guardian, or 

25 custodian not later than forty-eight hours after being placed 

26 in the center unless the child is placed in shelter care under 

27 section 232.21 or an order is entered under section 232.78. A 

28 child whose parents, guardian, or custodian failed to attend 

29 counseling at the center or who fails to take custody of the 

30 child at the end of placement in the center may be the subject 

31 of a child in need of assistance petition or such other order 

32 as the juvenile court finds to be in the child's best 

33 interest. 

34 Sec. 5. APPROPRIATION. There is appropriated from the 

35 general fund of the state to the department of human services 
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l or Lh~ fi~r~6: year beginning July l, 1997, and ending June 

2 ;, ~.S':Y8: •. 1. :..:1 ... Jr.-:ing arr~ount, nr sc much ;:.hereof as is 

< r>eu.-ssac-y, L; !)t "sed for the purpose designated: 

( Fo:· as:ilS~a~ce to counties which are implementirtg a cou~ty 

-, 
' 

·•'<~·~······~-·~·~-~--~········· $ 
EX? Li\NA':' I ON 

tlJT.es :n d:~y 

5,000,000 

l2 

~6 custc.-;. y ,_. ~::e::.e~:ni:1~ t::he(he!." the j~:veni .. -~e should b2 :et;jrneC 

':...7 T:omc- c:: pl.-_.ced ~:-. :j~.elter ..;.;:-2 or ::. :-~ ::..;.:-.d~._.;ay ass~ssme11t and 

19 drlG co~Gseli~lg ce~~~r as p~rt of a pla:~ to address the 

A counLy whl2h develops 

/.! such ~ p~ ·:: :i:d~' apply to the dep~rLmer~i: of hurr;an se: . .-vices for 

22 fi..;,n~i:~s trnf:'l a $6 million appropriation m.:!Ce i:~ the bil: for 

23 t~at pur~ose. 

24 A r-J,J2,'-·.-~·Y dssessme~t and treatme:·.t. cente~ shall provide 

25 servic~.; to as ?ss and address the problem causing a juvenile 

25 to run aw,o;y f.8m heme. A juvenile may not be held in a center 

27 fo= more than .8 hours. The juvenile and the juvenile's 

28 parents are to have a short counseling session to address the 

29 ;:·:· vblPm cauc.: :1g the running away prior to the juvenile being 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

r<:~~eased from ... ~.e center. railure to attend counseling may 

lead to the f:ling of a child in need of assistance petition. 
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