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1 An Act providing coverage for certain dental-related expenses 

under a policy or contract providing for third-party payment 

or prepayment of health or medical expenses. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F, H.r'. 

1 Sect ion l. N!::W SEC'rlON. ') lt:C. 13 DENTAL CARE TREATMEM:r 

2 ANESTHESIA COVERAGE. 

1 , . a. Notwithsland;:-~g the uniformity of tceatment 

~ requiremcr1ts of section 314C.6, a policy or contract providing 

'> for third-party payment or prepaymenl of health or medical 

& expenses shall provide coverage benc(its for anesthesia and 

7 hospital charges associated with dental care provided to a 

8 cov•~red insured or enrollee who is one of the following: 

9 (l) A child 1:nder the age of five. 

10 (2) A severely disabled person. 

ll (J) A person who has a medical condi.tion which requires 

12 hospitaJization 0r general anesthesia ~or dentai ca:-e 

1.1 treatment. 

14 A th'rd-parly payor shall not require prior atrthorization 

15 of ho!:pi.tal~zat:on for denlal care procedttres which is 

16 di.f(eret1L than that required for hospitalizatio11 for other 

17 covered dlseases and conditions. 

18 b. Nolw}thsta:ld~:lg the ur1iformity of treatment 

~9 requi<Pm~nts of sect~on 514C.6, a policy or contract providing 

20 for t.~:~tJ---p~rty paymPnl or prepayment of health or Inedical 

21 exp:-:>~<_;cs shall pt'ovide coverage benefits for ge;~eral 

22 anesthpsia and treatmenl provided by a dentist foe a medical 

23 co11ditio:1 covered by a policy or contract, regardless of 

24 whelher such services are provided in a hospital or dPntal 

25 officf_._ 

26 ?. This section app;.ies to the following classes of third-

77 pa1·ty paym2nL provj_der contracts or policies delivered, issced 

28 for delivery, continued, or renewed in this state on or after 

29 July l, 1997: 

30 a. Individual or group accident and sickness insurance 

31 providing coverage on an expense-incurred basis. 

32 b. A:l individual or group hospital or medical service 

13 contt·ac~ issl:Cd p~:rst1ar1t to chapter 509, 514, or 5l4A. 

34 An ind•viriL:al or group l:ealth maintenance organization 

35 contr·,.ct: reyii~at~~ ~r~der chapter 5148. 
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1 d. An individual or group Medicare supplemental policy, 

2 unless coverage pursuant to such policy is preempted by 

3 federal law. 

4 e. An organized delivery system licensed by the director 

s of public health. 

G EXPLANATION 

7 This bill provides that a third-party payor of health or 

8 medical expenses shall provide coverage benefits to ar1 lns::red 

9 or enrollee for anesthesia and hospital charges assocJ.ated 

10 with dental care services received by an insured or er1rollee 

ll who is a child under the age of five, a severely disabled 

12 person, a person who has a medical condition which requires 

13 hospitalization or general anesthesia for dental care 

14 treatment. The bill also provides that such contracts must 

15 provide coverage benefits for general anesthesia and treatment 

16 provided by a dentist for a medical condition covered by a 

17 policy or contract, regardless of whether such serv1ces are 

18 provic!ed ir1 a hospital or dental office. 

19 This bill provides that the section applies to third-party 

20 poyor contracts or policies delivered, issued for d.:-livery, 

21 cor1tinued, or renewed in this state on or after July 1, 1997, 

22 by ar: individual or group accident and sickness insura:1ce 

23 providing coverage on an expense-incurred basis; an ind1vidual 

24 or group hospital or medical service contract issued pursuant 

25 to chapter 509, 514, or 514A; an individual or group health 

26 maintenance organization contract regulated under chapter 

27 5148; an individual or group Medicare supplemental policy, 

28 11nless coverage pursuant to such policy is preempted by 

29 fpderal law; and an organized delivery system l1censed by the 

30 director of public health. 
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