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SENATE FILE 52

BY FREEMAN

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays

Approved

A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the operation of watercraft by persons under
eighteen years of age, by creating a watercraft safety
education course, by subjecting violators to an existing
penalty, and by providing effective dates.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 462A.12, subsection 6, Code 1997, is
amentded to read as follows:
We An owner or operator of any vessel preperted-by-a

5
motor - mora-ruan-3ix-horaspewer shall not permit anv person

under Lwelve years of age te cperate sSueh the vessel execpdt
NACACRETORPED Fra - Gy —é-vesgensrate-3arson-of-an-reass-acghteen
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Sec. Z.0 N SEICTION. 4070, L9 0 WATUIRCRADT SATETY EDUCATION

COURG. RSTABRLISHM) -- CERTITICATION RIQUIRED FCOR CZIRTAIN
L. A pevson wno is tweive years oI age or older and less
than zighteen years of age, shall not operate a waiercraft
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the perscn has successfully completed a watercraf
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cducation course approved by the commission. &
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atlion of complietion indicating successful complebion
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0f an cpproved watercraft safety education course shall not be
issued o a person who 1s iess than twelve years of age. A
certificaze of completion from an approved watercraft safety .
education course issued by another staze or by a province of
Canada, 253 valid for the requirements of this secriagn if the
older ol the certificate is twelve years of age or older.
Z. A certificate of completion shall be issued oniy to an
applicant who has met the age gualifications specified in
subsection i and has satisfactorily completed a minimum of
four hours of tvaining in an approved watercraft safety
education course. The department shail establish the
curriculum for the first four hours of an approved watercraft
safety course. Upon completion of the four-hour curriculum

and passing the firal examinaticn by correctly answering

eignty-five percent or more of the questions, a certificate of
pletion shall be awarded to an applicant.
3. The department shall provide a =manual on watercrafs
satety education which shall he used by all instructors and

persins recelving watercraft safety education ia Tnis state.

The cepariment shall provide for the certi
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persons who wish to become watercraft safety education
instructors. A person shall not act as an instructor in
watercraft safety education as provided in this section
without first obtaining an instructor‘s certificate from the
department.

S. A public or private school or organization approved by
the department may cooperate with the department 1n providing
a course 1in watercraft safety education as provided in this
section.

6. The commission shall adopt rules in accordance with
chapter 17A as necessary to administer this section.

7. The initial watercraft safety certificate shall be
issued without cost. A duplicate certificate shall be issued
at the cost of five dollars.

8. A person who is required to ohbhtain a watercraft safety
egucation certificate to lawfully operate & watercraft shall
exhibit a valid certificate of completion upon request of an
cfficer of the department.

9. A person violating this section is guilty of a simple
misdemeanor as provided in section 462A.13.

Sec. 3. ErrFECTIVE DATES,

l. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes
effect upon enactment.

2. Section 2 of this Act takes effect January 1, 1598,
except that, on and after the effective date of this Act, the
natural resource commission may adopt rules pertaining to the
establishment of a watercraft safety education course and the
department of natural resources may establish watercraft
safety education courses, publish a watercraft safety
education manual, certify instructors to teach the watercraft
safety education course, and issue certificates of completion
to qualiified applicants. Hcwever, a person uncder eighteen
years of age shall not pe required to possess and exhibit a
valid certificate of completion frcm a state approved

watercraft salety education course to cperate a watercraft
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before January 1, 1998.
EXPLANATION
This bill provides that the natural rescurce commissicn and
the departmenc of natural resources sgtablish a watercratt
safecy oducaticn pregram for all watercra®t cperetors who are
Of
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twelve years of ace or older and iess in
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aae. The course of instruction must be a minlnum of fou
rcurs and gassing & final examlnei:on by correacly Answering
85 percent of the questions 1s required. A cervificate of
compietion is awardes to successini appllcants without fee,
btirz o dupiicate certification will cost $5. The cepartment of
naturai rescurces will publish a manual for the watercraf:

salety education course and certify instructors to teach tne

The bill aisoc prohibits persons who are less than 12 years

of age from vperating a vessel or watercraft. Watercraft is

defined as a vesseil which through the buovant force of water .

flcats on the water and is capable of carrying one or mora

perscns. A watercraft includes an ice boat.

a
This bill takes effect upon enactment. However,
enfoicemen: ¢f the reguirement that a person who is 12 years
of age or more and less than 18 years of age, shall nct
operate a watercraft uniess the person has successfully
complezed a watercraft safety education course, will not be
enforced untll January 1, 1998.

A violator of the provisions of this bill is guilty of a
simple misdemeanor and the provisions of chapter 232 relating
to the prosecution of juvenile offenders does not apply to

violations occurring under chapter 462A.



I!l SENATE FILE 32 REQ. BY SENATOR FREEMAN
FISCAL NOTE

A fiscal note for Senate File 32 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17.
Data wused in developing this fiscal note is avallable from the Legislative
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request.

Senate File 32 provides for the creation of a watercraft safety education
course for persons 12 through 17 years of age. Requires certification from the
course for those persons 12 through 17 years of age to operate a watercraft.

ASSUMPTIONS

1. The Watercraft Safety Education Program will operate similar to the Hunter
Education Program.

2. The approximate cost per person of the hunter education course is $23; the
cost per person for the watercraft safety education course was assumed to
be the same.

3. In FY 1998, there will be 12,000 persons taking the course and in
subsequent fiscal years there will be 5,000 persons taking the course.

4, Manuals on watercraft safety will cost one dollar per manual.
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5. Any State moneys will be used as a 50-50 match with the United States
Coast Guard.

6. The equivalent of 3.0 FTE positions will be required in FY 1998 for
instructor certification, oversight, and information dispersement. In
subsequent fiscal years, the equivalent of 1.5 FTE positions will be
required for the same purposes.

7. Volunteer instructors will teach the watercraft safety education course
throughout Towa.

FISCAL IMPACT

The Bill would result in an annual cost to the General Fund for FY 1998 of
$156,000 and 3.0 FTE positions. In subsequent fiscal years, the annual cost to
the General Fund is §65,000 and 1.5 FTE positions.

SOURCE
Department of Natural Resources (LSB 1065xs, AMF)
FILED MARCH 10, 1997 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR




