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A BILL FOR

An Act providing for the civil liability of certain persons who
knowingly fail to report child abuse or a sexual crime against
a child.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TOWA:
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Secticn 1, Sectisn 232.75, Code 1997, 13 anmeonded by adding
¥ 3

the following new subsectiocn:

—
L

NEW SUBSICUION. 4. A person, official, agency.
m

institution with supervisory or cther aédministrative

responsipbilities over an individual listed in patasgraph "a” or
"b" shiall report to the department or to the appropriale law
enforceasent agency 1 the individual 18 suspected of

commirting child abuse or abuse of a child which would be

o

defined as child abuse urder sechbion 232.68, subsgection 2,

paragrapih o' or "e", cxcept that the apuse resulted from the

acts or omissions of a perscn other than a person regponsibie
for the care of the c¢hild. A person, officiai, agency, or

3 civiily liable for the damages proximately

[P

ingtitution
cauvsed by failure to report under this subsection. The
provisicns of this subsection apply to a perscon, official,
agency, or ingtitution with superv.sory or adminlstirabtive
responsibility over either of the following individuals:

a. A member of "ne clergy with duties involving acuess to
a child when the child s alone.

b. An adult who is employed with duties involving access
to a child when the child is alone.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides for the civil liabllity of certain
perscns who knowingly fail to report suspected cnild abuse or
A suspected sexual crime against a child.

Code section 222.735, relating to sanc2ions involving child
abase veporting is amended with a rnew subsection. The new
subsection appiies 10 a person, otficial, agercy, or

astitution with supervisory or other administrative
responsibilities cover an individual who is a member of the
clargy or an adult with duties involving access to a child
when the child 15 alcne. The person witr the administrat:
respensibilities over such an Individuaal wiro commits child
abuse 7 a sexual ¢(rime involiving a child is civilily lianle

for daiages reiar 'y ro the fallure to report. The sexval

(]




s.r. L& yor.

J crimes addressed by the bill include sexuail abuse under Code

2 chapter 709, incest, involvement in prostitution, and sexual
3 exploitation of a minor.
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