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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to four-year competitive demonstration grants for 

2 cer:ain school districts for the establishment of alternative 

3 education programs for certain at-risk students and making an 

4 appropriation. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s. i''. H. !". 

1 Sectior. 1. Section 279.51, subsection l, 11nnumhered 

2 par.Jqr21ph l, Code 1997, is amended to read as follo•,s: 

3 ':'here is appropr i.ated from the gene:-al fund of r!le s~ate to 

4 the de~21rtment of ed~cal~on for ~he fiscal year begir•~ing J~!y 

5 l, r996 l997, and each succeed:ng ftscal year, the sum of 

mi:lion f~ve-h~nd~ed twe:1ty thcusand 

7 dollars. 

8 Sec. 2. Section 279.5;, sl:bsection l, Code 1991, is 

9 amenrled by adding the following new paragraph: 

lO NSW -~AR~QRAPIL g. For the fiscal year beginning ,T11:y :, 

ll 1997, and for each fiscal year thereafter, two mil:ian five 

12 hu~dred thousa11d dol!ars of the funds appropriated shali be 

13 allocated for the alternative education program established ~n 

14 subsection 4A. 

15 Sec. 3. Section 279.51, Code 1997, ts ame~ded by adding 

16 the fuiiowing new subsection: 

l7 NEW SOBSt:C':':ON. 4A. a. An alternative ed~cation p~0gram 

lR •s establis~~d to prou1de four-year competitive demonstration 

19 grants to school districts using additional allowable growth 

20 for programs for returning dropouts and dropout prevention 

2l u:1der section 257.41, and that de:nonstrat:e the grea:est need 

22 for, and abtlity to provide for, the establis~ment of 

23 in~ov;,tive alternative ed11cation programs for habitually 

24 disruptive, absent or trua~t. at-risk students. The 

25 department of education, in consultation with the department 

26 of human services, the Iowa department of public health, t~e 

27 divisio~ of criminal and juvenile justice planning of the 

28 departc1Pnt of hu:nan rights, and institu:ions of higher 

29 learning wi~h applicable prog~ams, shal~ deve:op a four-year 

30 demo~stration q!ant program that commences :~ the ~isca: year 

31 begi~ni~g July 1, 1997. 

12 b. ~he department shall provide grants to indiutdual 

31 pttblic sc~cols or to a consortia ~f pub:~r sc~o~~~-s d~~r1~n a 

14 SC!:cc~ -1:.:-:..rict to estao: ish innovar~·;e alte-:-::a:~ve ed;;cat 10:"'. 

-~S ~rog:.-a~.s :o:· JG!_;:-.~s age :,.,.e.:..?e a:~d olde:-, :,.::Jc' ;tee:-. "".t:e 
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l criteria listed in paragraph "a''. The programs shall be 

2 established in conjunction with local agenc1es and comm~nity 

3 organizations, based upon program plans filed by the board of 

4 directors of the school district. The department shall 

5 p~ovide grants to establish model programs 1n one each at 

6 least, of the following size categories: 

7 { l ) A school district with an enrollment of less than one 

8 thousand two ht1ndred. 

9 {2) A school district with an enrollment of one thousand 

10 two hundred to four thousand nine hundred ninety-nine. 

ll {3) A school district with an enrollment of at least five 

12 thousand. 

13 c. Priority shall be weighted toward need within a school 

14 or school district and shall be giver! to schools whose plans 

15 i11dicate a high degree of act1ve participation by community­
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based youth organizations and agencies, and to schools with 

student populations characterized by high rates of the 

following: stt1dents expelled or s~spended; school dropot!t and 

absenteeism; juvenile COt1rt i~volve~e11t; family conflict; and 

cltild and youth mental health, substance abuse, and other 

health problems. The department shall develop an evaluation 

process for the approved projects designed to investigate 

23 program effectiveness in reducing these rates and restoring 

24 the student to the regt1lar education program. Ir1 developins 

25 the evaluation process, the department shall consult witlt rhe 

26 depar:ment of human services, the Iowa department of public 

27 hea~th, the division of crim!nal and juve~lle justice planning 

78 of the departrne~t of human rights, and insti~~tions o~ l:igher 

29 lea~ni~g w1th applicable programs. 

30 

3l 

32 

13 

34 
o-
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d. A plan s~Omitted pu~suant to this s~Dsection shall 

address the academic curriculux a~d provide ~~:lr, a~ a ~1n1xux, 

basic acade:nic s>\llls ceve:opnent and social :-e:redoation 

11ecessa~y to res:ore the st~de~~t ~o the reg~:ar eJ:~cat~~~ 

prcgra~; se:f-discip:i~e an~ resp0nsibi:~:y; ~~:t:i .. ; 
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1 snall include a progran1 evaluation component. 

2 c. Grants fer the program shall not be used to construct a 

l new fac1li:y or to renovate an exis~ing structu~e. 

4 f. A plan submitted purS11ant to this subsection shall 

~ require a contribution of at least twenty percent of the tota! 

6 cr>sts of the program, which can include ''in-kind'' services. 

7 The budget for a proposed program shall 11ot exceed two hund~ed 

8 thousand dollars per year. funding provided under th1s 

9 section shall suppleme11t arid riot supplant ~unding rece~ved as 

10 additional allowable growth under section 257.41. 

ll EXPLANATION 

12 This bill appropriates an additional $2.5 mill ion to the 

:3 standing appropriat1on to the departrrent of education for 

:4 programs for at-rlsk children under Code section 279.51, and 

15 allocates the moneys for an alternative education program 

16 established under che b1ll for habitually disruptive, absenL 

17 or truar1~, at-risk students. 

!8 The alternative education program 1s estabi:shed to provide 

:9 ~ot:r-year competitive demonstra~ion grants to school districts 

211 already ustng additional a:iowahle growth ~or dropout 

21 pr<Jgr~n\5, eilher for individ\1a: schools or a consortta o[ 

22 schuols :.vi thin a district, to establis!l innovative aJ terna:ive 

23 ed~ca::o,l prograrns for yout~s age twelve ar1d older, ir1 

)4 conjur.ction with :.ocal agencies and contnu:;ity o::-gd:-:iza::io:J.s. 

2S l'he departme:1t is directed to provide grants to establish 

76 :T.ode~ progra:ns 1" scr.ool dlstr icts in at :east o,-,e each o: :he 

27 fu:lowing size categories: :ess tha" 1,700; 1,200 to 4,999; 

J8 5,000 or more. 

29 The depart~e~t _s also directed ~o coordir1ate ar1 evaiua~'on 

JO process to i~ves~iga:e prcgra~ effect~ve~ess ~n res~or:ng 

31 st~de~ts to tr.e ~egular educatio~ p~cgr3D. 

32 ?~ograrn ~:ans shall inc:~c~e a con::ib~t~~n of at _east 20 

33 perce:t7. Gf tr.e tota: costs ~;~ -:~e p~::·gra_-:1, '.oir.i.ct: cd~1 .!r.c::.ude 
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. , 1 supplant addi~.ional allowable grO\·;th fundir.g for dropouts and 

2 dropout prevention. 
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