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1 An Act relating to requirements for certain professional and
2 acntraditional staff who provide disability services to
3 persons with mentail illness.
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TEE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 225C.50 CONTINGING EDUCATION --
TRAINING —- MENTAL HEALTH.

1. The continuing education reguirements as provided
pursuant te chapter 272C for a person licensed to practice a
health-related profession under chapter 148, 148A, 148B, 148C,
150, 150A, 152, 154B, 154C, or 154D shall incluade information
relating to ail of the following:

a. nAn uncerstanding of the differences between
binlogicaily-based mentasl illness, adjustment disorders, and
mental vetardation.

b. Current modes of treatment 1nciuding, but not iimited
to, psychotropic medications, psychosocial rehabilitaticn,
residential and community support, and use of a teaw approach
in integrated service setiings.

€. HKnowledge of state and community rescurces relatec to
mental illness, including internship experiences.

d. Recognition of the family of a person with mental
1llness as a partner in treatment,

e. Knowledge of the assistance and edacation necessary to

enable families of sons with mental illness to effectively
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carry out the role of caregiver.
o)

£. Aapplication of the laws regarding confidentiality
requirements.

2. The licensing board for each profession specified in
subsection 1 shall establish a program to provide the
curriculum required or shall assist a licensee in meeting the
continuing education requirements.

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 225C.51 OQUALIFICATIONS OI" PROVIDERS
0OF DISA3ILITY SERVICES TO PERSONS WITE MIZNTAL ILLNESS.

1. The department shall adopt rules relating to the
quaitilcations, performance, education, and training of
individuals who provide disapillity services to persons witn

Tentael itllness, which 1nelude ail of the 27 l-wirg:
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a. Lefining tne gualiflicaticons and competencies of

= b

professional and nentradicicnal stafi whics are conzensurate
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with specific responsibilities and licensure requirements.

The qualifications required for nontraditional staff shall, at
a minimum, be those required of certi:fied addiction counse.ors
or the equivalent. An entity which employs such staff shall
establish a credentialing review process to ensure compliance.

b. Requiring supervision of nontraditional sta®f by
professional staff.

€. Requiring that the entity which employs staff ensure
that all staff demonstrate the performance and competency
required in the staff member's position through regular
assessment, supervision of nontraditional staff by
professional staff, establishment of ongoing improvement
goals, and peer review.

d. Requiring that the entity which employs staff provides
ongoing iearning and educational opportunities to
nontraditicnal staff inciuding the provision of information
prescribed in section 225C.50 fo wmaintain and improve
competency levels.

2. For the purposes of this section:

a. "Nontraditional staff" means an indjvidual who is not
protessional staff but who is paid to provide disablility
services to persons with mental illness,

b. "Professional staff" means an individual licensed o
practice under chapter 148, 148A, 148B, 148C, 150, 1504, 152,
1548, 154C, or 154D who provides disability services to
persons with mental illress.

c. "Staff" means nontradicional and professional staff.

EXPLANATION

This bill reguires certain licensed hezlth care

e
professionals (those practicing medicine and surgery, physical
therapy, cccapational therapy, os-ecpathy, Gsteopaihiic
redicine and surgery, nursing, DSYCROISGY, S2Cial wori, or

benavisral sclence or a physician aszistantj -5 varticipas e Lo

ONGeLng SONLINGIRG education Or trainiag whicn iac des
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cerrain prescervibed (nformation relating o mern-al Dllness,
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Tae bill requires the licensing board of each profession o
establish an education program or assist tne professional in
Teeting the educational requirementsg.

The bill alsc directs the department of human services o
adepr rules relating to the qualifications, performance,
education, and :ralning of professional and nontraditional
stafl who provide disability services to persons with mental

1o -
il.ness.,
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