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l A!"! Act relating to requirements for <:ertain professiond~ and 

2 nontraditional staff who provide disability services to 

3 persons ,.;ith :r.cnta; illness. 

4 BE IT ENACTED El'l THE GSNERAL ASSEMBLY OF Tfir: STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.c. 1.51 i-I.F. 

Secliorl l. NEW S~CTTON. 

2 TIV\INING -- MENTAL HEALTH. 

22~C.50 CONTINC!NG CUIJI:ATiOS --

3 1. Tt1e cotlti:ltli~g educat~on requ~rem~~ts as prov1dPd 

4 pur~••ant to chapLer 272C for a person licensed to practice a 

5 healtlJ-related proEessio~ under chapter 148, l48A, l48H, 148C, 

6 150, bOA, :52, 1548, l54C, or 1540 shall inc:ilde 1nforrnation 

I relattng to all of the following: 

B a. An understanding of the dif[erences between 

9 biolog~ca:~y-ba~Pn rr:en:al illness, adJUStment disorders, and 

lO mcntdl re:<.~rdaL1on. 

11 b. Curre~t mode~ of treatirtenl incltlding, but not ~imited 

12 to, psychotrc>pic medications, psychosocial rehabilitation, 

l.1 residential and comm:;ni ty support, and use of a tea:u approach 

14 •n 1ntegrated service settings. 

15 c. Knowledge of state and comm~nity resources related to 

16 menlal illness, including internship experiences. 

if d. Recognition of the family of a persor1 with mental 

!A illness as d partner in treat1ne~t. 

19 e. KncJwledge c>f lhe ass'star.ce and ed~cation necessary to 

70 enahle families of pe:sons with mental il~ness to effectively 

21 carry out tlte role of caregiver. 

22 r Application of the laws regarding confidentiality 

2J requirements. 

24 2. The 

75 subsection 

26 curr:iculum 

2 I continu1ng 

78 SPC. 2 . 

licensing board for each profe,•sion specified in 

I. shall establish a program to provide the 

required or shall assist a licensee in meeting :r.e 
education requirements. 

SEW SEC?WN. 225C.5l QUALIF:CATIONS OP PROVIDERS 

29 OF D!SA3ILITY SERV:CES TO PERSONS WITH ME~TAL !LL~ESS. 

10 The depart:~e~t sha:l adopt r~les rela~i~o to ~he 

3L qtia1.:ficat:on::;, per:fo:-:r.ance, ed~cation, ar!d traini!lg o: 
32 i:ldivid;;als who pruv~de d~sab~li:y se:v~ces to pe~snns ~~~r' 

J:~ :rente..!~ i ll:~~:-~ss, · .. :h~c~ i~cL;de .l:.i. n~ the ~-:::~ :~-~.-:.:.r:g: 

~-1 a. :)efi:~ir:g ~~~e g.;a:i[ira~.:.~rls a11d co::;pe~e:lc~es ~f 

• 

• 



S.f. H.f. 

l with specific responsibilities and JiceJISure requirements. 

7 The qualifications required for nontradittonal staff shall, at 

J ~ rninim~m, he ~hose req\tired of certified addiction cou:)s(~~(~rs 

4 or ~.he equivalent. An entity \·:hich en~ploys such statf shall 

5 estab:ish a credential1ng review process to ensure compliance. 

6 b. Requiring s~pervlsion of nontraditional sta~f by 

7 professional staff. 

8 c. Requiring that the entity whi~h employs staft e~s~re 

9 that all sta~f demonstrate the performance aJJd compe~ency 

10 required in the staff member's pos1:ion through regula~ 

11 assessme11t, supervision of ~ontraditio~al staff by 

12 professiona: staff, establishme11: of ongoing improve~ent 

13 goals, and peer review. 

14 d. Req:;' ring that the entity which en:ploys staff prov1des 

1~ ongoing icarning aiJd educational opportunities to 

16 nontraditional staff ir1cluding the provisior1 nf information 

17 prescribed in section 225C.50 to maintain and i1np~ove 

18 competency levels. 

19 2. ror the p<rrposes of this section: 

20 a. ''Nontraditir>nal staff'' mea~s an individual 

71 profess~onal staff bt:t who is paid to provide d~sabi:ity 

22 services to persons with mental illness. 

:10t 

23 b. ''Professional staff'' means an individual licensed ~o 

74 practice under chapter :48, 148A, 1488, 148C, 150, 150A, lS2, 

25 1548, l54C, or l54D who provides disability services to 

26 persons with merltal illness. 

27 c. ''Staff'' means nontradi:ional a~d professional staf~. 

28 EXPLANATION 

29 This b1!: req~:res certa1n :ice~sed hea1t~ care 

1.() pru:essi_ona:.s (~-~~sc practicing ~ed.:.ci:~~ d!1d ~:; .... :-ge:.-y, p~::;:.;.:.co~ 

31 ~~erapy, ccc·lpati0Ilal t~erapy, c·s~eopathy, o~~Popa:_l:ic 
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s.:-. 25 '1 H. p. 

T:1c bil7 requires th~ licensing boa~d oE eactt pro~essio~ ~o 

) 0~t;1h1~.sh ar1 education progran or assist the professional in 

~ ~ee~ir1g the edt1cational reqt1irereents. 

~ The bill also directs the depart~erlt of human services to 

~ aJG[>r r~les relating to the q~alifications, perfor~ance, 

fi ed~cdtion, and ~raining n~ professional and nontraditional 

staE~ who provide disabillty services to persons with mental 
0 i l_:ness. 
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