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A BILL FOR 

Act establishing a task force on interpretive services for 

dea: and hard-of-hearing individuals. 

IT ENACTED BY TH£ GENERA~ ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 



s.r. 2.55 H. f. 

1 Section l. INTERPRETIVE SERVICES TASK FORCE. 

2 1. Tl1e division of deaf services of the department of 

3 human rights shall establish a task force to develop a plan to 

4 identify a m1n1mum standard of competency for individuals 

5 practicing in this state as interpreters for deaf and hard-of-

6 hearing individuals. 

7 2. The task force shall be comprised of representat~ves 

8 from the commission on the deaf, the division o~ vocational 

9 rehabilitation of the department of education, the Iowa state 

10 reglstry of interpreters for the deaf, the Iowa association of 

11 the deaf, the Iowa chapter of self help for the hard of 

12 hearing, interpreter ed~cation programs at iowa western 

13 conununity college, Kirb;ood community college, and Scott 

14 commu11ity ~allege, and other interested indiv~duals, agenctes, 

15 and organizations as determined by the comnission on the deaf. 

16 3. The task force shall identify a min!mum sta11dard of 

17 competency that dee1ns an individua: qualified to practice as 

18 an interpreter, deter1n~ne the best tool :o measure tha~ 

19 sta11dard, identify !ndivid11als practicing as interpreters in 

20 the state, and deve:op a system to use tl•e tool ~or statewide 

21 eva:uat_on o( i:Jterpreters. The system developed shall be 

22 made available at no cost to interpreter•;. The task ~orce 

71 shal.l additionally develop a procedure for collecting data 

24 (rom t.hP Pval·.ia':'",ior.s, and provi.de cost e!;ti.mates tor stat~v;ide 

2S imple~entation of the system. The task ~orce shall submit a 

26 repor~ containing its recommendations to the general asse1r.bly 

77 WlLhul one year from the date of its formation. 

28 EXPLANATcON 

29 This bill provides that the division llf deaf services of 

30 the department of hu~an rights shall establish a task force on 

3; interpretive se~vices for deaf and hard-()~-hea~i~g people. 

32 The ~ask force sha:: be conpr~sed of :eprese~~a:ives af t~e 

13 co~11tissior1 on t~P dea~, Lhe dil;is~orl o~ vocat:ondl 

!4 ref:2.h::: tatic:1 of :he depa!:"~me::!:". o: ed:..:.cat.:·::-1;, :he :v~-;~;;, ;:;:ate 

15 registry of ~~te~p~ete:s fo~ the deaf, ~~~P :o~a ass2c~.a·:~o~ of 
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1 the deaf, the Iowa chapter of self help for the hard of 

2 hearing, interpreter education programs at rewa westcr:l 

J commun1ty college, Kirkwood community college, a;ld s,,,,.,, 
4 com~unity college, and other 1nteresced indiv:duals, agencies, 

5 and organizations as deter~ined by the co~~ission on the Jeaf. 

6 The task force shall identity a compete:1cy sta11darJ which 

7 deems an ind1vidual qtaaliEied to practice as an interpreter 

8 and determine the best tool to measure that standard, to oe 

9 available at no cost to interpreters undergoing evaLuation. 

10 The task force shall also determine a system for provid~ng 

ll statewide access to the evaluation tool, a procedure for 

12 collecting evaluation data, and an estima:e of statewiJe 

13 implementation costs. 
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