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A BILL FOR

1 An Act establishing a task force on interpretive services for
2 deaf and hard-of-hearing individuals.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. INTERPRETIVE SERVICES TASK FORCE.

1. The division cf deaf services of the department of
human rights shall establish a task force to develop a plan to
identify a minimum standard of competency for individuals
practicing in this state as interpreters for deaf and hard-of-
hearing individuals.

2. The task force shall be comprised of representatives
from the commission on the deaf, the division of vocational
rehabilitation of the department of education, the Iowa state
registry of interopreters for the deaf, the Iowa association of
the deaf, tne Iowa chapter of self help Zor the hard of
hearing, interpreter education programs at Iowa western
cormmunity college, Kirkwood community college, and Scott
community :ollege, and other interested individuals, agencies,
and organizations as determined by the commission on the deaf.

3. The task force shail identify a minimum standard of
competency that deems an individuai qualified to practice as
an interpreter, determine the best tcol -0 measure that
standard, identify individuals practicing as interpreters in
the state, and develop a system to use the tool for statewlde
evaluat.on of interpreters. The systemn developed shall be
made available at no cost to interpreters. The task force
shall additioconally develop a procedure for collecting cdata
trom the evaluatiors, and provide cost estimates for statewide
impiementation of the system. The task force shall submit a
report containing i1ts recommendations to the general assewrbly
within one year from the date of 1ts formation.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides that the division of deaf services of
the department of human rights shall establish a task force on
interprective services for deaf and hard-of-hearing pecple.

The task force shal. be comprised of representatives 2f the
commission on the deaf, the division of vocatlonal
rerran: i taticn of the departmert 07 educaticn, the Iowa 3tate

registry of Interpreters for the ceaf, the Iowag assccoiasion of




the deaf, the Iowa chapter of self help for the hard of

rearing, interpreter education programs at [owa westorn

community college, Kirkwood community college, and Scoit

community college, and other interested individuals, ageacies,

and organizations as determined by the commission on the deaf.

The task force shall identity a competency standard which
deems an individual qualified to practice as an interpreter
and determine the best tool to measure that standard, to be
available at no cost to interpreters undergoing evaluatjon.
The task force shall also determine a system for providing
statewide access to the evaluation tool, a procedure for
collecting evaluation data, and an estimate of statewide

implementation costs,

The task force shall submit a report of its recommendations

to the general assembly within one year of its formation.
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