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Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 
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Approved 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to ethical standards for candidates for state 

office, by including candidates for state office within the 

jurisdiction of the ethics and campaign disclosure board, 

requiring rules to be established by the board, and making 

penalties applicable. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section l. Section 688.32, SIJbsection 1, Code :997, is 

2 ame11ded to read as follows: 

] l. An Iowa ethics and campaign disc~osure buard is 

4 estab].isheC as an independent age~cy. Effec::ive Jar;uary .J..' 

S 1994, th~ board s~aJl ad~rinister this ch~pter and set 

0 ~>tar:ddrds for, ::1vestigate comp::.a;nts :.elat:i.r'.g lo, a.nt~ rr:onitcr 

7 t!le eth~cs of officials, employPes, lob~)yislsr and c~ndidaLeS 

8 [or office in t~e-exeetltive-ri~~~ek-o~ state gover::~e~t. T~e 

9 board sh~l: also adrein~ster and set standa~ds for, i::ves~igate 

10 complai~its ~elating to, and mor11tor the campalgr1 finance 

ll pract.~ces of candidates for public office. ">'he hoard shall 

12 consist of six n1e1nbers and shall be balanced ~:S to politica! 

13 affiliation as provided in section 69.:6. 1'hc members shall 

14 be appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation by t~e 

15 senate. 

16 Sec. 2. Sectior. 688.32A, subsectior. 12, Code 1997, 1s 

17 amended to read as follows: 

18 12. Establish r1::es relatirlg to ethical conduct for 

J9 persons ho1ding a state office in the exec~tive branch of 

20 state government, i~e~Hdi~g-eandi~ate3y-and ~or employees of 

21 the execur.ive branch of state government!. and ~or _candidates 

7he board shall also es~ablish 

23 regulations governing the conduct of lobbyists of the 

74 execut ivc brancr. of state governmer.t,--ione:l:t1di:n<;J_:_ 7:le~les 

25 ~r.J reg'"Jat~ons sh,:,ll includ~ but :~ne not 1 imited to!... rules 

26 and~egulations gover:1in_g_ conC ic':s o~ intecest, abuse of 

27 office oruosit:or;, :1nsuse of public 2~ampaic:1 property, 

28 campai.gn_advertisi02_ •. use of confidential inforr.1a~ion, 

29 participation in reatters ~n which an official oc sta~e 

10 employee has a financ:al 1nterest, and reJeCtlO~ of i~proper 

31 offers. 

J2 Sec. 3. Sect ~or~ 688.329, subsec': ton .c, Cocie ~997, 1:; 

33 ame:1Jed to :ead as f~llows: 

·~:4 l. P...::y pers():~ :nay :~::..e a corr:p.i..aint allegi:~g r.har:. J. 

3~ canr:.:.c!atP, c:::::~rr:i~.:-.~e, pe:scr. !:oldi.::q a star.e o:::~cP ~:~ t:'.e 

_,_ 
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l executive branch of state government, employee of the 

2 execut1ve branch of state government, or other person has 

3 committed a violation of chapter 56 or rules adopted by the 

4 board. Any person may file a complaint alleging that a person 

5 holding a state oEEice ln the executive branch of state 

6 government, an employee of the executive branch of state 

7 government, a cand1date for state ff' Q._ ICe!.. or a lobbyist or a 

8 client of a lobbyist of the executive branch of state 

9 government has committed a violation of this chapter or rules 

10 adopted by the board. The board shall prescribe and provide 

11 forms for this purpose. A complaint must include the name and 

12 address of the complainant, a statement of the facts believed 

13 to be true that form the basis of the complaint, includ:ng the 

14 sources of information and approximate dates of the acts 

15 alleged, and a certification by the complainan~ under penalty 

16 of perjury that the facts stated to be true are true to the 

17 best of the complainant's knowledge. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill includes all candidates for state office in the 

20 jurisdiction of the ethics and campaign disclosure board for 

21 purposes of adoption of rules and the hearing of complaints 

22 alleging violations of Code chapter 68B and rules established 
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pursuant to Code chapter 68B governing ethical conduct by 

candidates. Currently, the board has jurisdiction over 

candidate campaign finance practices. The board may impose 

various sanctions for violations oE Code chapter 56, 68B, or 

rules adopted by the board, ranging from requiring violators 

to cease or desist from an activity, to imposing a civil 

pe~alty of not more than $2,000, to referring the matter to 

the attorney general or an appropriate county attor~ey for 

prosecution. 
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