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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act requiring a court to order a person convicted of domestic 

2 abuse assault to complete a batterers' treatment program, and 

3 to hold such person in contempt for failure to report for or 

4 complete treatment, and requiring related reporting of the 

5 status of treatment by the judicial district department of 

6 correctional services. 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 
o;--,n_ 

....... tJii.T H.F'. 

1 Sect1on l. Section 708.2A, subsection 9, Cede Supplement 

2 !997, is amended tc read as follows: 

9. In addition to the mandatory minimum terr" of 

4 confinement imposed by subsection 6, paragraph "a", the court 

~ shall order a person convicted under subsection 2 or 3 to 

6 participate in and complete a batterers' treatment program as 

7 required under section 708.2B. In addition, as a condition of 

8 deferring judgment or sentence pursuant to section 907.3, the 

9 court shall order the person to participate in and complete a 

10 batterers' treatment program. The clerk of the district court 

ll shall send a copy of the judgment or deferred judgment to the 

12 judicial district department of correctional services. The 

13 judicial district department of correctional services shall 

14 notify the court when a person has completed a batterers' 

15 ~reatment program, or when a person has failed to report for 

16 treatment, or has failed to complete the treatment program._ 

l J Persons who fail to report for treatment or wi:Jg _ _fai_l__l~ 

18 complete the treatment proqram shall be 0t:ld i_!!_ conteme__t;___()f 

19 court and punished accordingly. 

20 EXPLANATION 

2: ~his b:ll requires a court ~c o:Cer ~ ?erson convicted of 

23 program, and requires the court to hold such person in 

24 contempt if that person fails to :eport for treatment or fails 

25 to complete the ~~catment prcg~a~. The judicial district 

is re~u:~~d to report 

27 th~ court when the person has completed the treatment prog:a~, 

78 or when the person has failed to report for or complete the 

29 treatment program. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

J4 

35 
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SENATE FILE 2224 
FISCAL NOTE 

The estimate for Senate File 2224 is hereby submitted as a fiscal note pursuant 
to Joint Rule 17 and as a correctional impact statement pursuant to Section 
2.56, Code of Iowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional 
impact statement are available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of 
the Legislature upon request. 

Senate File 2224 requires the Court to hold a person in contempt of court when 
an offender fails to report to or complete a domestic abuse batterers treatment 
program and to punish the person accordingly. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

l. Approximately 4,700 offenders are referred to a domestic abuse batterers 
treatment program annually. At current completion rates, it is estimated 
that 2,100 offenders annually will not complete the course and will be 
found in contempt of court. 

2. The Department of Corrections (DOC) will be required to notify the Court 
of an offender's failure to complete the program. Notification to DOC 
will not significantly increase current administrative costs. 

3. The contempt hearings will take a maximum of one-half hour of court time. 
4. The Office of the Public Defender does not anticipate a significant impact 

from this change. 
~. Persons in contempt of court will be sentenced to at least one day in 

jail. 
6. The average cost to keep an offender in jail is $55 per day. 

CORRECTIOIIAL IMPACT 

Senate File 2224 will not significantly affect the Department of Corrections or 
the Community-Based Corrections District Departments. 

The Bill is expected to require 2,100 offenders annually to spend at least one 
day tn jail. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The estimated cost of SF 2224 to the counties is estimated to be $116,000. It 
ts not known how much of this cost will be offset by room and board charges. 

The 
(0.5 

increased cost 
FTE position 

for the Judicial Branch is estimated to be $89,000 annually 
each for a judge, court reporter, and court attendant). 

SOURCES 

Department of Corrections 
Judicial Branch 
Office of the Public Defender 
Iowa State Association of Counties 

FILED MARCH 5, 1998 
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BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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SENATE FILE 2224 
S-5129 

1 Amend Senate File 2224 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 19 the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. 1996 Iowa Acts, chapter 1131, section 
5 5, is amended to read as follows: 
6 DOMESTIC ABUSE TREATMENT PILOT PROGRAM. 
7 Notwithstanding section 708.2A, a court, located in a 
8 county which has been designated by the supreme court 
9 as a county establishing an alternative batterers' 

10 treatment pilot program, shall sentence a person who 
11 pleads guilty to or is convicted of domestic abuse 
12 assault under section 708.2A to either a batterers' 
13 treatment program under section 708.2B or the 
14 alternative batterers' pilot program established in 
15 the county. 
16 The judicial district in which the county is 
17 located shall report to the general assembly not later 
18 than January 15 of each year regarding the alternative 
19 batterers' pilot program. The judicial district shall 
20 submit a-f±fta% an intermediate report not later than 
21 August 1, 1998, regarding the progress of the pilot 
22 program. 
23 This section is repealed effective June 30, x998, 
24 e~ee~t-that-tne-date-for-s~bmiss±oft-of-the 2000. The 
25 judicial district shall submit a final report she%% 
26 remain regarding the alternative batterers' pilot 
27 program to the general assembly not later than August 
28 l, ~998 2000." 
29 2. Title page, line 4, by striking the word 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

''and''. 
3. Title page, line 6, by inserting after the 

word "services" the following: ", and extending the 
pilot project for an alternative batterers' treatment 
program" 

By NANCY BOETTGER 

S-5129 FILED MARCH 3, 1998 
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SENATE FILE 4Z4r~it 
BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

(SUCCESSOR TO SF 2030) 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE MARCH 11, 1998) 

- New Language by the Senate 

* - Language Stricken by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date ----------- Passed House, Date 
Vote: Ayes ______ Nays Vote: Ayes ______ Nays 

Approved ---------------------------

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act requiring a court to order a person convicted of domestic 

abuse assault to complete a batterers' treatment program, and 

to hold such person in contempt for failure to report for or 

complete treatment, requiring related reporting of the status 

of treatment by the judicial district department of 
correctional services, and extending the pilot project for an 
alternative batterers' treatment program. 

2 

3 

ilf4. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.F. zn-1 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 708.2A, subsection 9, Code Supplement 

2 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

3 9. In addition to the mandatory minimum term of 

4 confinement imposed by subsection 6, paragraph "a", the court 

5 shall order a person convicted under subsection 2 or 3 to 

6 participate in and complete a batterers' treatment program as 

7 required under section 708.2B. 

8 deferring judgment or sentence 

In addition, as a condition of 

pursuant to section 907.3, the 

9 court shall order the person to participate in and complete a 

10 batterers' treatment program. The clerk of the district court 

11 shall send a copy of the judgment or deferred judgment to the 

12 judicial district department of correctional services. The 

13 judicial district department of correctional services shall 

14 notify the court when a person has completed a batterers' 

15 treatment program, or when a person has failed to report for 

16 treatment, or has failed to complete the treatment program. 

17 Persons who fail to report for treatment or who fail to 

18 complete the treatment program shall be held in contempt of 

19 court and punished accordingly. 
20 Sec. 2. 1996 Iowa Acts, chapter 1131, section 5, is 

21 amended to read as follows: 
22 DOMESTIC ABUSE TREATMENT PILOT PROGRAM. Notwithstandin~ 

23 section 708.2A, a court, located in a county which has been 

24 designated by the supreme court as a county establishing an 

25 alternative batterers' treatment pilot program, shall sentence 

26 a person who pleads guilty to or is convicted of domestic 

27 abuse assault under section 708.2A to either a batterers' 

28 treatment program under section 708.2B or the alternative 

29 batterers' pilot program established in the county. 

30 The judicial district in which the county is located shall 

31 report to the general assembly not later than January 15 of 

32.:ach year regarding the alternative batterers' pilot program. 

33 The judicial district shall submit a-rf"a% an intermediate 

34 report not later than August 1, 1998, regarding the progress 

35 of the pilot program. 

-1-



s.F. szzl/ H.F. 

1 This section is repealed eftecti ve June 30 L :1::998,-el!ee..rt, 

2 2he~t-,;:e-date;-£or-sttbmiss±ol'l-of-ti'le 2000. !he jud~cial, 
3 district shall submit a final report si'!a~~-remain regarding 

4 the alternative batterers' pilot program to the general , 
5 assembly not later than August 1, ~998 2000. 
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10 
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12 

13 

14 
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SENATE FILE 2224 
H-8583 

1 Amend Senate File 2224, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page l, by inserting before line l the 
4 following: 
5 "Section 101. NEW SECTION. 236B.l DEFINITIONS. 
6 As used in this chapter, unless the context 
7 otherwise requires: 
8 
9 

lO 
, 1 ". 
12 
l 3 
14 
lS 
16 
17 
18 
19 
7.0 
21 
22 
2 ., 

,) 

24 
2;, 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
Jl 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

l. "Department" means the Iowa department of 
public health. 

2. "Director'' means the director of public health. 
1. ''Domestic abuse" means domestic abuse as 

defined in section 236.2. 
4. ''Domestic abuse death'' means a homicide or 

suicide which involves or is the result of an assault 
as defined in section 708.1 and to which any of the 
following circumstances apply to the parties involved: 

a. The alleged or convicted perpetrator is related 
to the decedent as spouse, separated spouse, or former 
spouse. 

b. The alleged or convicted perpetrator resided 
with the decedent at the time of the assault which 
resulted in the homicide or suicide. 

c. The alleged or convicted perpetrator and the 
decedent resided together within the past year but did 
not reside together at the time of the assault which 
resulted in the homicide or suicide. 

d. The alleged or convicted perpetrator and 
decedent are parents of the same minor child, whether 
they were married or lived together at any time. 

e. The alleged or convicted perpetrator was in an 
ongoing relationship with the decedent. 

f. The alleged or convicted perpetrator has been 
arrested for or convicted of stalking the decedent. 

g. The decedent was related by blood or affinity 
and lived in the same household with or was in the 
workplace or proximity of an individual who was 
threatened with domestic abuse by the alleged or 
convicted perpetrator. 

S. "Team'' means the domestic abuse death review 
team. 

41 Sec. 102. NEW SECTION. 236B.2 DOMESTIC ABUSE 
42 DEATH REVIEW TE~~ ESTABLISHED -- MEMBERS. 
43 l. A domestic abuse death review team 1s 
44 established as an independent unit in the department. 
45 The department shall provide staffing and 
46 administrative support to the team and shall establish 
47 a database of all known domestic abuse deaths. 
48 2. The membership of the team is subjec~ ~o the 
49 provisions of sections 69.16 and 69.16A relacing to 
50 political affiliation and gender balance. The team 
H-8583 -1-
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H-K583 
?::>ge 2 

sha~l include :nembers residing or working )n both 
2 c~ral and urban areas of Iowa. 
3 3. Team members who are not designate~ by another 
~ appci~~~~g aut~or~ty shall be appointed by the 
5 director. 

4. Meffi~e~shi~ ~a~~s shall be ~h:ac-ye2: staggerad 
7 ter~s. A ~e~berstip vacancy shall be filled in the 
8 same ma~~e~ as the c~:g:~al appointrne~t. 

5. ~~e :eax shzll elect a chairpe~sor., a vice 

Page 22 

!!~ c~~ir~e~so~, and other officers as deemed necessary by 
1, the team. 
12 6. The ~earn shal~ meet upon the call of the 
i3 chai~~er3on: upo~ ~he request o~ a state agency, or as 
-~ deter~~ined by a majo~ity of members of the te3m. 
15 ;. The members of ~he team and any consultants to 
~6 the ~e~m ere eligible for reimbursement of actual and 
17 ~ecessary expenses incurred in the performance of 
18 their official duties. 
19 8. The team shall include all of ~he following 
20 members: 

a. The state medical examiner or the state medical 
22 examiner's designee. 
2' b. A l:censed physician who is knowledgeable 
2~ concecning domestic abuse deaths, suicide, and child 
7S dea~hs by homicide. 
26 c. A licensed mental health professional who 1s 
77 knowledgeable concerning domestic abuse. 
28 
29 
30 

d. A representative or designee of the lowe 
coalit~ort aaainst domestic violence. 

e. One ~ember of the Iowa child death review 
-~l who is knowledgeable concerning domestic abuse. 

team 

J2 f. A certified or licensed professional who 1s 
JJ ~nowledgeabie concern1ng substance abuse. 

g. A !aw enforcement official who is knowledgeable 
IS C<lncerning domestic abuse. 
16 h. A law enforcement investigator experienced in 
37 domestic abuse investigation. 
38 
39 
40 

1. A county attorney. 
J. A judicial officer appointed by the chief 

justice of the supreme court. 
~. A clerk of the d:strict court appointed by :he 

42 chief j~stice of the supreme court. 
l. A judicial district department of co•rectional 

4~ serv:ces' employee ass:gned batterers' treatment 
~5 progra~ ~esponsibilities. 
46 m. An attorney licensed in th~s state wno provides 
47 crlmi::ai defense assistance or child custody 
~B rep~esen~ation, and who is expe~:enced in c~ssolution 
lt9 of marriage ?roceedings. 
SO n. A former vict1m of domestic abuse. 
il-8'>83 -2-
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1 o. A fam1ly member 
7 resulted from domestic 

p. The director of 

MARCH 24, 1998 

of a decedent whose ~eath 
abuse. 
the Iowa law enforcement 

4 academy or the director's designee. 
S Sec. 103. NEW SECTION. 2368.3 LIAISONS. 

Page 23 

6 The following individuals shall designate a liaison 
7 to assist the team in fulfilling the team's duties: 
8 l. The attorney general. 
9 2. The director of the Iowa department of 

iO corrections. 
ll 3. The director of public health. 
12 4. The director of human services. 
13 5. The commissioner of public safety. 
14 6. The administrator of the division for records 
15 and statistics of the Iowa department of public 
:6 heal::~. 
17 7. The director of the department of education. 
18 8. The state court administrator. 
19 9. The director of the department of human rights. 
70 Sec. 104. NEW SECTION. 2368.4 DUTIES OF THE 
21 TEAM. 
2/. The team shall perform all of the following duties: 
23 l. Collect, review, and analyze death certificates 
24 and death data, including investigative reports, 
25 medical and counseling records, victim service 
7.6 records, employment records, child abuse reports, or 
27 other confidential information concerning domestic 
28 abuse deaths, survivor interviews and surveys, and 
29 othe< information deemed by the team as necessary and 
30 appropriate concerning the causes and manner of 
Jl domestic abuse deaths. 
32 2. Prepare an annual report to the governor, 
33 supreme court, attorney general, and the general 
]4 assembly concerning the contributing factors of 
35 domest:c abuse deaths. 
36 3. Reco~~end communitv interventions to orevent 
J7 domestic abuse deaths based on an analysis of the 
33 contr;buting factors to such deaths. 
39 4. Recommend to agencies represented on the team 
40 changes which may prevent domestic abuse deaths. 
41 5. Maintain the confidentiality of any record or 
42 other confidential information reviewed. 
43 6. Establish committees or panels to which the 
44 team may assign some or all of the team's 
45 responsibilities. 
46 Sec. lOS. NEW SECTION. 236B.S DUTIES OF THE 
47 DEPARTMENT AND OTHER ENTITIES. 
48 l. The department shall adopt rules purs11ant to 
49 chapter l7A relating to the administratior. c' the 
SO domestic abuse death review team. 
H-8583 ~3-
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~.ARCH 24, 1998 

2. The department may inspect and reproduce 
2 1rformation and records which are confidential under 
; section 22.7 or chapter 236A for the purposes of 
4 admi11istration of and performance of official duties 
5 by the team. 

?age 2<; 

6 3. Upon request o~ the department, the departments 
7 of human services, public safety, workforce 
H development, and justice, county attorneys, county 
9 sheri:fs, munic:pal police departments, victi~ service 

10 provjders, medical and counseling providers, and other 
11 PLlbl~c authorities or private or nonprofit agencies 
~2 shall prov:de reasonab~e assistance to adwinister the 
13 team. 
H Sec. 106. NEI~ SSC'I'ION. 2368.6 I~~CNITY. 

1S •• A person ~n possession or control of 
16 •nvest:gat:ve or other information pertain1ng to a 
:1 do~estic abuse death shall allow the inspec~ion and 
~B reproc~ction of the i:lformation by the department upon 
19 the request of the department, to be used only in the 
20 admin1strat:on of arld duties performed by the domest:c 
71 abuse death review team. Information which is 
27 confident1a: under section 22.7 or chapter 236A and 
73 ~rlforrnation received from such confidential 
24 :nfor~at:on shal: be maintained as confidential 
2~ :nformat:.on under t!'.is sectlon. A person is immune 
26 :rom liab1~ity :or releasing information to the 
27 department as required under this chapter. 
2S 2. A team member and their agent or employee are 
29 no~ subjec;: to ar.d are immune from claims, sl.iits, 
10 iiabi~1ty, damages, or any civil or crim1na1 recourse 
!l arcsing from any act, proceedi~g, decision, or 
37. deter~i.nation undertaken or performed, or 
3.·) :·eco;n.'"!lendation made, provided the ir.dividl..42l !-las ac~ed 
3~ •n good fa1th and Without malice in carrying out the 
3~ irld~vidual's official responsibilities, authority, 
16 d<lties, powers, and priv1leges. Complainants shal: 
J7 bear the burden of proving malice or lack of good 
18 faith on the part of the individual :o overcome the 
J9 immunity prov:ded to the individual under tr.is 
40 sect ... on." 
4i 2. ?age 2, 
42 foc~O'wing: 

"Sec. 20 l. 

by inserting after line 5 t~e 

I~IT:AL TERXS OF ::JO~ESTIC A3:.:sE DSll.?:i 
4!, R2V:E~'J TEP....;V. MEM3ERS. ?~::- the ~ember5h:.ps ~s-::ab~is':-;~0. 
4S _:1 5Pc~ion :02 of t~is Act, one-third o~ ~~2 ~n~~:a: 
46 ~embers sha~: serve for three years, one-th:rd of the 
47 ~~~tici: me~bers shal: se:ve fo: two years, and one-
~o ~~~r~ <~[ the i~i~ial members shall se~ve ~o~ one year~ 
49 as cesis~a~ed by the appo~n~ing au:hority ... ., 
:JV 3. 7i~ie page, li~e 6, by inserting af~c: :he 

-~-

----------------------- --

• 
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1 word ''services," the following: "establishing a 
2 domestic abuse death review team and providing for 
3 membership, duties, confidentiality, and immunity in 
4 relationship to members acting in their official 
5 capacities,". 
6 4. By renumbering as necessary. 

By MARTIN of Scott 
H-8583 FILED MARCH 23, 1998 

Page 25 
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SENATE f'ILE 222S 

AN ACT 

TO LECALIZE TilE PROCBEDTNGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

SIGOURNEY COMMUNl'l''i SCUOOL DISTRICT TO SELL CERTAIN SCROOL 
DISTRICT PROP£R'l'i' AND PROVIOllo:G EFFECTIVE AtlD RETROACTIVE 

APPLICABILITY OATES. 
WHEREAS, th& board of directors of the Sigourney Conmunlty 

School Dlatrict, pur~uant to a~ctlon 297.22, authori~ed the sale 

'of certain property o! the school district consistln9 of the 
North elementary achool site described as out lot twenty and the 

middle school site described aa out lot nine of the Clty of 

Sigourney, Keokuk County, rowa; and 

WHEREAS, due to an error, the board falled to have the 
property appraised as required by section 297.22; and 

WHEREAS, the board accepted bide for the property and 

proceeded with the sale of the property in the belief that the 

rcqiJirements of section 297.22 had been sat1sf1ed1 NO'rl THEREFORE, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENBRAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. All proceedlnq taken by the board of director& 
o! the Sl9ourney Community School District regardlnq the sale 
of the North elementary •chool property and the ~lddle school 

property are hereby legalized and constitute a valid and 

bindlnq sale of thla property. 

Ill • 
SP.nate Pile 222S, p. 2 

sec. 2. This Act, being deemed of i.ro!nedlate importdlnce, 
takes effect upon enactment and to retroactlvely applicable to 

March 9, 1992. 

MARY E. KRAMER 

President of the Senate 

RON J, CORBETT 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill ori9inated in the Senate and 
is known ao Senate File 2225, Sevenly-aeventh General Assembly. 

Approved · a: .r / 
7 > 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

MARY PAT GUNDERSON 

Secretary of the Senate 
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