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S.F • .;2/ f'J H.F. 

l Section l. Section 595.2, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 595.2 AGE -- GENDER. 

4 l. A Only a marr1age between a male and a female eaeh 

5 eiqhtee"-year~-of-aqe-or-o±der is valid. 

6 2. A Additionally, a marriage between a male and a female 

7 is valid only if each 4S eighteen years of age or older. 

8 However, if either or both of whom the parties have not 

9 attained that age, the marriage may be valid under the 

10 circumstances prescribed in this section. 

ll ± 3. If either party to a marriage falsely represents the 

12 party's self to be eighteen years of age or older at or before 

13 the time the marriage is solemnized, the marriage is valid 

14 unless the person who falsely represented their age chooses to 

15 void the marriage by making their true age known and verified 

16 by a birth certificate or other legal evidence of age in an 

17 annulmenL proceeding initiated at any time before the person 

18 reaches their eighteenth birthday. A child born of a marriage 

19 voided under this subsection is legitimate. 

20 ~ 4. A marriage license may be issued to a male and a 

21 female either or both of whom are sixteen or seventeen years 

22 of age it: 

2 3 a. The 

24 in writing 

parents of the underaged 

that they consent to the 

pa,ty or parties certify 

marr1age. If one of the 

7.~ parents of any underaged party to a proposed marriage is dead 

26 or incompetent the certificate may be executed by the other 

2J parent, 1f both parents are dead or incompetent the guardian 

28 of the '-inderaged party may execute the certificate, and if the 

29 parents are divorced the parent having legal custody may 

30 execute the certificate and 

31 b. The certificate of consent of the parents, parentL or 

32 guardian is approved by a judge of the district court or, if 

33 both pare~ts o~ any underaged party to a proposed marriage are 

34 dead, i~compcLe~tL or cannot be located and the party ~as no 

35 guardi.::1, U:co: p£"oposed m<.rriage is appYoved by a jc.cge o:" ~i":e 
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S.F. 

l districl court. A judge shall grant approval under this 

? subsection only if the judge finds the underaged party or 

l pa.rt.1.es capable of assuming the responsibilities of marriage 

4 and that the marriage will serve the best interest of the 

S underaqed party or parties. Pregnancy alone does not 

6 establish that the proposed marriage is in the best interest 

I of tile underaged party or parties, howeverL if pcegna~cy 1s 

8 involved the court records which pertain to the fact tha~ :ne 

9 femd1e is pregnant shall be sealed and availabl~ orlly to the 

10 parties to i:he marriage or proposed marriage or to a~y 

ll i;ltereste~ party sec~ri11g an order of the court. 

c. r~ a parent or guardian ~ithholds consent: the judge 

~3 Jpo~ a~~lication of a party to a proposed narriagc shall 

14 d~te:~ine if the co~sent has been unreasonably wi~hhe:d. 

lS the judge so finds, the judge shall proceed to :2view the 

1 ... 
-' 

; 18 to read as follows: 

Sec. 2. Section 595.3, subse=tion 2, Cod2 l997, is a~ended 

l~ 2. Where either party is under eighteen years of age( 

20 unless tr.e marriage is approved by a judge of the district 

7! court as provided by section 595.27-s~bseet~en-i. 

22 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 595.20 FOREIGN P~RRIAGES 

23 VALIDITY. 

2'i .o. 'nar~iage which 1s solemnized in any other state, 

25 ~~rritory, country, or any foreign jurisdictio~ which is valid 

~6 ~T1 :~~t state, territory, country, o: other foreign 

21 JUCi~d~CLlOI~, 1s valid in this state if the parties meet ~he 

23 requ1rements for validity pursuant to section 595.2, 

2Y su~sQctiO!~ :, and if the marriage would not otherwise oe 

1C declared void. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 7!ii3 b~ll provides that only a mar~iage between a 

33 a E~~a:e ~s vdl1d and tnat a marriage which is solemnizeb out-

state in a fore~gn jurisdiction is va:id i~ ~~-=i 

:eqt!:r~ments, including ge:1de: ceq~~r~xe;~~s, of 

-2-



S.F. ~!.f'L H.f'. 

1 the parties to the marriage are met and the marriage would not 

2 otherw1se be void. 
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