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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to motor trucks, including weight requirements 

2 and transportation of hazardous materials, and providing an 

3 effective date. 
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 321.450, unnumbered paragraphs l and 3, 

2 Code Supplement 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

3 A person shall not transport or have transported or shipped 

4 within this state any hazardous material except in compliance 

5 with rules adopted by the department under chapter l7A. The 

6 rules shall be consistent with the federal hazardous materials 

7 regulations prem~lgated adopted under United States Code, 

8 Title 49, and found in 49 C.F.R. § 107, 171 to 173, 177, 178, 

9 and 180. Hewever,-r~le~-adopted-ander-t~i~-seetien-eoneerning 

10 tank-speeifieations-sha%1,-not-app±y-to-eat'~o-tank-motor 

ll vehieles-with-a-eapaeity-ef-foar-the~sand-gal±ons-er-ie~s-ased 

12 te-transport-gesoline-iM-intrastate-eommeree,-whieh-were 

13 manafaet~red-between-l956-and-l989,-were-demieiled-in-fowa 

14 prior-to-aaty-t,-l99l,-and-are-in-eemplianee-with-the-Ameriean 

15 seeiety-of-meehanieal-en9ineers-speeifieatien~-in-effeet-at 

16 the-time-ef-mantlfaetare~ 

17 Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, or the 

18 age requirements under section 321.449, the age requirements 

19 under section 321.449 and the rules adopted under this section 

20 pertaining to compliance with regulations adopted under 87S~e~ 

21 united States Code, Title 49, and found in 49 C.F.R. § 

22 177.804, shall not apply to retail dealers of fertilizers, 

23 petroleum products, and pesticides and their employees while 

24 delivering fertilizers, petroleum products, and pesticides to 

25 farm customers within a one-hundred-mile radius of their 

26 retail place of business. Notwith~tanding-eontt'ary-pro~±sions 

27 of-this-ehapter,-motor-vehie~es-registered-for-e-maximam-gro~s 

28 weight-of-five-tons-or-tess-shell-be-exempt-from-the 

29 req~irements-of-pieearding-and-of-earry±ng-hazardo~s-materieis 

30 shipping-pape~s-if-the-hazardotls-materiafs-whieh-are 

31 transperted-ere-e±earty-lebeted7 

32 Sec. 2. Section 321.463, subsection 5, Code Supplement 

33 1997, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

34 NEW PARAGRAPH. d. For the purposes of the maximum gross 

35 weight tabias in paragraphs ''a'', ''b'', and ''c'', distance in 
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l feet is the measured distance in feet between the centers of 

2 the extreme axles of any group of axles, rounded to the 

3 nearest whole foot. 

4 Sec. 3. Section 321.463, subsections 7 and 8, Code 

5 Supplement 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

6 7. +n-addition,-the The weight on any one axle, including 

7 a tandem axle, of a vehicle which is transporting raw 

8 materials from a designated borrow site to a construction 

9 project or transporting raw materials from a construction 

10 project, and which is operating on a highway that is not part 

11 of the interstate system and along a route of travel approved 

12 by the department or the appropriate local authority, may 

13 exceed the legal maximum weight otherwise allowed under this 

14 chapter by ten percent if the gross weight on any particular 

15 group of axles on the vehicle does not exceed the gross weight 

16 allowed under this chapter for that group of axles. Howe~er, 

·~ 17 if lf the vehicle exceeds the ten percent tolerance allowed 

~ 18 for-any-one-axle-or-tandem-axle under this paraqraph 

• 

19 subsection, the fine to-be-asses~ed-for-the-axt~-or-tandem 

20 axle shall be computed on the difference between the actual 

21 weight and the ten percent tolerance weight allowed for the 

22 axle or tandem axle tlnder-th±~-~e~aqra~~- ~his-pa~aqrsph 

23 a~p~ies-only-~o-~ehieles-o~e~a~inq-a!oftq-a-~ottte-of-t~~~el 

24 appro~ea-by-the-oepartment~ 

25 7A. The weight on any one axle, including a tandem axle, 

26 of a garbage collection vehicle, may exceed the legal maximum 

27 weight otherwise allowed under this chapter by twenty percent 

28 if the gross weight on any particular group of axles on the 

29 vehicle does not exceed the gross weight allowed under this 

30 

3l 

32 

3:} 

34 

35 

chapter for that group of axles. 

8. A vehicle or combination of vehicles transporting 

materials to or from a construction project or commercial 

plant site a±onq-a-~oti~e-of-t~avel-~p~rovee-by-the-de~ar~ment 

or-app~opriate-toea±-attthority-sha!±-eomp±y-with-s~bseetioft-5, 

pa~aq~aph-uau may operate under the maximum gross weight table 
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S.F. Ol/5~ H.F. 

1 for interstate highways in subsection 5, paragraph "a", if the 

2 route is approved by the department or appropriate local 

3 authority. Route approval is not required if the vehicle or 

4 combination of vehicles transporting materials to or from a 

5 construction project or commercial plant site complies with 

6 the maximum gross weight table for noninterstate highways in 

7 subsection 5, paragraph "c". 

8 Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section l of this Act takes 

9 effect October l, 1998. 

10 EXPLANATION 

11 This bill relates to motor trucks, including weight 

12 requirements and transportation of hazardous materials. 

13 The ~ill amends provisions relating to the transportation 

14 of hazardous materials to comply with changes in federal 

15 regulations by eliminating exemptions for small cargo tank 

16 motor vehicles transporting gasoline in intrastate commerce 

17 and for motor vehicles registered for a maximum gross weight 

18 of five tons or less. It defines how distance in feet between 

19 axles is measured for purposes of the maximum gross weight 

20 tables. 

21 The bill specifies that vehicles transporting raw materials 

22 to or from construction sites may have the 10 percent 

23 tolerance on weight restrictions only for travel on highways 

24 not on the interstate system and along a route of travel 

25 approved by the department or the appropriate local authority. 

26 It also specifies that vehicles transporting materials to or 

27 from a construction project or commercial plant site may 

28 travel along a route of travel approved by the department or 

29 local authority using the maximum gross weight table for 

30 interstate highways, or they may travel without department or 

31 local authority approval using the maximum gross weight table 

32 provided for livestock or construction vehicles. 

33 The bill establishes that a garbage collection vehicle may 

34 have a 20 percent tolerance on weight restrictions for travel 
35 on the roadways. 
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l The amendments to Code section 321.450 relating to the 

2 transportation of hazardous materials take effect October l, 

3 1998, to comply with changes in federal regulations. 
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1 An Act relating to motor trucks, including weight requirements 
providing an 2 and transportation of hazardous materials, and 
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S.F. ---- H.F. 

1 Sectiori l. Section 321.450, unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 3, 

2 Code 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

3 A person shall not transport or have transported or shipped 

4 within this state any hazardous material except in compliance 

5 with rules adopted by the department under chapter 17A. The 

6 rules shall be consistent with the federal hazardous materials 

7 regulations ~rom~~gated adopted under United States Code, 

8 Title 49, and found in 49 c.F.R. § 107, 171 to 173, 177, 178, 

9 and 180. However,-r~~e~-adopted-~~der-th~~-~eetio~-eo~eer~i~g 

10 ta"k-s~eeifieat~o~s-shall-"ot-ap~~y-to-eargo-ta"k-motor 
11 veh~eles-with-a-ea~aeity-of-fo~r-tho~sa"d-9a~io~~-or-le~~-~~ed 

12 to-tra"sport-gasol~"e-i"-~"trastate-eommeree,-whieh-were 
13 ma"ttfaetttred-between-1956-a"d-~989,-were-dom~eiled-i"-fowa 

14 prior-to-att1y-l,-199l,-a"d-are-~"-eomp~ia"ee-w~th-the-Ameriean 

15 soe~ety-of-meeha"iea1-en9i"eers-~peeifieatio"s-i"-e££eet-at 
16 the-time-of-ma"~faetttre7 

17 Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, or the 

18 age requirements under section 321.449, the age requirements 
19 under section 321.449 and the rules adopted under this section 

20 pertaining to compliance with regulations adopted under H.S7€7 

21 United States Code, Title 49, and found in 49 C.F.R. S 
22 177.804, shall not apply to retail dealers of fertilizers, 

23 petroleum products, and pesticides and their employees while 
24 delivering fertilizers, petroleum products, and pesticides to 

25 farm customers within a one-hundred-mile radius of their 

26 retail place of business. Notwithsta"d~"9-eontrary-provisio"~ 

27 of-this-ehapter,-motor-veh~eles-reg~~tered-for-a-maximam-9ross 
28 we~9ht-of-five-tons-or-le~~-shall-be-exempt-from-the 
29 reqttirements-of-p1aearding-and-of-earry~n9-hazardotts-materia1~ 
30 shipp~"g-papers-if-the-hazerdott~-mater~a~s-wh~eh-are 
31 trensported-are-elear~y-labe~ed7 

32 Sec. 2. Section 321.463, subsection 5, Code Supplement 

33 1997, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 
34 NEW PARAGRAPH. d. For the purposes of the maximum gross 

35 weight tables in paragraphs "a", "b", and "c", distance in 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 feet is the measured distance in feet between the centers of 
2 the extreme axles of any group of axles, rounded to the 

3 nearest whole foot. 

4 Sec. 3. Section 321.463, subsections 7 and 8, Code 

5 Supplement 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

6 7. ln-8ddi~ien,-~he The weight on any one axle, including 

7 a tandem axle, of a vehicle which is transporting raw 

8 materials from a designated borrow site to a construction 

9 project or transporting raw materials from a construction 

10 project, and which is OEerating on a highway that is not Eart 
11 of the interstate system and along a route of travel aEEroved 
12 by the deEartment or the aEErOEriate local authority, may 

13 exceed the legal maximum weight otherwise allowed under this 

14 chapter by ten percent if the gross weight on any particular 

15 group of axles on the vehicle does not exceed the gross weight 

16 allowed under this chapter for that group of axles. However, 

7 if If the vehicle exceeds the ten percent tolerance allowed 

fer-8ny-ene-8~~e-er-tandem-a~~e under this par8gr8ph 

19 subsection, the fine te-be-a~~e~~ed-for-~he-a~~e-er-~8ndem 

20 axie shall be computed on the difference between the actual 
21 weight and the ten percent tolerance weight allowed for the 
22 axle or tandem axle tlnder-thi~-p8ragraph. ~hi~-paragr8ph 

23 8pplie~-enly-~e-vehie~e~-eper8~ing-a~eng-8-retl~e-ef-~rave% 

24 8ppreved-by-~he-dep8r~men~. 
25 8. A vehicle or combination of vehicles transporting 
26 materials to or from a construction project or commercial 

27 plant site aleng-a-retl~e-ef-~r8vel-8ppreved-by-~he-dep8r~men~ 

28 er-8pprepri8~e-lee8~-atl~heri~y-~hall-eemply-with-~tlb~ee~ien-5, 

29 paragraph-~a~ may OEerate under the maximum gross weight table 
30 for interstate highways in subsection 5, EaragraEh "a", if the 

31 route is aEEroved by the deEartment or aEErOEriate local 
32 authority. Route aEEroval is not required if the vehicle or 

33 combination of vehicles transporting materials to or from a 

34 construction Eroject or commercial Elant site comElies with 
35 the maximum gross weight table for noninterstate highways in 

-2-



1 subsection 5, paragraph "c". 

2 Sec. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 1 of this Act takes 

3 effect October 1, 1998. 

4 EXPLANATION 

5 This bill relates to motor trucks, including weight 

6 requirements and transportation of hazardous materials. 

7 The bill amends provisions relating to the transportation 

8 of hazardous materials to comply with changes in federal 

9 regulations by eliminating exemptions for small cargo tank 

10 motor vehicles transporting gasoline in intrastate commerce 

11 and for motor vehicles registered for a maximum gross weight 

12 of five tons or less. It defines how distance in feet between 

13 axles is measured for purposes of the maximum gross weight 

14 tables. 

15 The bill specifies that vehicles transporting raw materials 

16 to or from construction sites may have the 10 percent 

17 tolerance on weight restrictions only for travel on highways 

18 not on the interstate system and along a route of travel 

19 approved by the department or the appropriate local authority. 

20 It also specifies that vehicles transporting materials to or 

21 from a construction project or commercial plant site may 

22 travel along a route of travel approved by the department or 

23 local authority using the maximum gross weight table for 
24 interstate highways, or they may travel without department or 

25 local authority approval using the maximum gross weight table 

26 provided for livestock or construction vehicles. 

27 The amendments to Code section 321.450 relating to the 

28 transportation of hazardous materials take effect October 1, 

29 1998, to comply with changes in federal regulations. 
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