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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to corporal punishment inflicted upon an 

elementary or secondary student by a school employee. 2 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. .2 Of, 2. H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 280.21, Code 1997, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 280.21 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT -- BURDEN OF PROOF. 

4 1. An employee of an accredited public school district, 

5 accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency shall 

6 not inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment 

7 upon a student unless the board of directors of the school 

8 district, 

9 nonpublic 

lO education 
• 1 
-~ te!"ms the 

·--~ inflicted. ------

the authorities in charge of the accredited 

school, or the board of directors of the area 

agency adopts a policy settinq for-th in specific 

conditions under 1-1hich corporal punishment mav b>? 

The board of directors of a school district and 

13 the authorities in charoe o[ a nonp~h1ic school must approve a .. ...., ___ _ 
L5 of th~ .;;.rea eCv.cc:tio:-1 2ccncy that serves ;:he scLcol c!ist!:"_\::t 

l6 or nonoubll(: schcol OeEorc the Z.!ea ed:..rc.;,i.:i.or: a.cenc·~~?o:ic>: 

17 can be lJ1l012mE·n·~·2d in th:: school distri:-i.:: ~r ~2.:'~Y~.i~ s..::hoo~-~-

l8 How2ver..-' a po:.. ~c.:~' 6.dQp_t,=d _Qr approved unC2r _ ~h.i.s Si.:~~_!?.-~c:: io-~ 

~9 shall not perm.~t corpotaj. ocnishrr.~n"i.·. :o 1-;c__::.n:li~t~Q ~po:: a. 

2 0 cr.'-'. i:cl::cd~.::.'.:::2.:::",~L''-'. i:..:r:c.. _"--'1. nc s oec i a l ~-ducc: t ion u nde: s 2c C. i o :--: 2 Si S'P... 9 ~ fl. 
~ ~----- - -

22 di.rectors oF a school d~zt~ict 0( the author~t~es :~ =haro~ o£ 

23 a nonpubli.-::: school shaJ.l be~lished in t~:~ ?'..!b}_~-~- s~hco! · s 

24 or the nonpublic school's student handbook. 

25 2. For purposes of this section 3 itcorporal punj_shment·· 

26 means the intentional physical punishment of e student. An 

27 employee's physical contact with the body of 2 student sha~l 

J.B not be considered corporal punishment if it is reasonable and 

29 necessary under the circumstances and 1s not designed or 

lO intended to cause pain or if the employee uses reasonable 

ll force, as defined under section 704.1, for the protection of 

!2 the em?loyee, the student, or other students; to obtain the 

13 possession of a weapon or other dangerous object within a 

!4 student's control; or for the protection of property. The 

15 department of education shall adopt rules to implement this 
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• l section. 

2 3. To prevail in a civil action alleging a violation of 

3 this section the party bringing the action shall prove the 

4 violation by clear and convincing evidence. 

5 EXPLANATION 

6 This bill permits an employee of an accredited public 

7 school district O( accredited nonpublic school to inflict, or 

8 cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment upon a student if 

9 the board of directors of the school district or the 

10 authorities in charge of the nonpublic school adopt a policy 

11 setting forth in specific terms the conditions under which 

12 corporal punishment may be inflicted. The policy mast be 

13 published in each public school's and each nonpublic school's 

14 student handbook. 

15 Under the bill, an employee of an area education agency may 

16 inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment upon a 

17 student if both o~ the following occur: the corporal 

18 punishment is i11 accordance with a policy adopted by the area 

19 education agency a.nd approved by the board of directors of a 

20 school district or the authorities in charge of a nonpublic 

21 school in which the student is enrolled; and the school 

22 district or the nonpublic school publishes the policy in the 

23 public school's or the nonpublic school's student h<;.ndbook. 

24 The bill also provides that a corporal punishment policy 

25 adopted or approved shall not permit corporal punishment to be 

26 inflicted upon a child under competent private instruction who 

27 requires special education services. 
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