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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to corporal punishment inflicted upon an
elementary or secondary student by a school employee.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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s.r. 2062 4.7,

Section 1. Section 280.21, Code 1997, is amended to read
as follows:
280.21 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT -- BURDEN OF PROOF,

1. An employee of an accredited public school district,
accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency shall

upon a student unless the board of directors of the school

district, the authorities in charge of the accredited

nonpubllic school, or the board of directors of the zres
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education agency adopts a policy setting forth in specific

1l terms the conditions under which corperal punishment mayv be

2 inflicted. The board of directors of a schoel discrict and
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tne aucherities in charge of & nonpubli¢ SChocl musi &ppigve 2

i4 corporal munishment policy adcopted by ithe boara of gdlrectiors
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the area eduycation agency tnat serves the scheel digtrice
£ the area education agsacy zoligy .
can be implemenied 1o tihe scheoel districi or nongusliil SLhosdl.
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a nonpublic school shall be published 1
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or _the nonpubiic school's student handbhooi.
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2. For purposes of t{his seciion, "corporal punisnment”
means the intenticnal physical punishment of &
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empioyee's physical contect with the body of =2
28 not be considered corporal punishment if it ig reaconable and

29 necessary under the circumstances and is not designed or

30 intended to cause pain or if the employees uses reasonable

31 force, as defined under section 704.1, for the protection of

32 the employee, the student, or other students; tc obtain the

13 possession of a weapon or other dangerous object witnin a .
34 student’'s control; or for the protection of property. The

15> department of education shall adopt rules to implement this
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3. To prevail in a civil action zlleging a violatiosn of
this section the party bringing the action shall prove the
violation by clear and convincing evidence.

EXPLANATION

This bill permits an employee of an accredited public
school district cr accredited nonpublic school to inflict, or
cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment upon a student if
the board of directors of the school district or the
authorities in charge of the nonpublic school adopt a policy
setting forth in specific terms the c¢conditions under whicn
corporal punishment may be inflicted. The policy must bpe
published in each public school’s and each nonpublic scheool's
student handbook.

Under the bill, an employee of an area education agency may
inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corpcral punishment upon a
student 1f both o©f the following occur: the corporai
punishment is in accordance with a policy adopted by the area
education agency ané approved by the board of directers of a
schogl district or the authorities in charge of & nonpublic
school in wnich tfhe student is enrcollied: and the school
district or the nonpublic school publishes the policy 1in the
public school's or the nonpublic school's student handbook.

The bill alsc provides that a corporal punishment policy
adopted or approved shall not permit corporal punishment to bhe
inflicted upon a child under competent private instruction who

requires special education services.
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