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A BILL FOR 

Act providing that a mechanic's lien filed by a subcontractor 

against an owner-occupant is enforceable only to the extent of 

the amount due to the primary contractor under the principal 

contract, less any payments made under the contract prior to 

service and receipt of the notice of mechanic's lien. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 30l4XS 77 

jls/jw/5 



H.~··. 

l Section l. Sect~0n 572.14, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. In t~e cas0 of a11 owner-occupie~ dwelling; a mechan~~'s 

4 lien p-?rfected vndc-:r ti1i.s chapter is e:,forceable or.l.y ;:o t.i1e 

5 extent of the be±e~ec-d~e-f~om-th~-ow~er-to-the-p~~~e~pai 

J the principal ccr1tracLor by the owner-occupant under the 

8 contracL, less any payments made by the owner-occupant to ~he 

9 orincipal contractor orior to the owner-occuoant beinc ser'led 

lO with the notice specified in subsection 3 7 -±s-sero/ed-o~-~~~ 

ll owne~. This notice rn~y be served by delivering it to che 

12 owner or the owner's spouse personally, or by mailing it to 

13 the owner by certif'ed mail with restricted delivery and 

14 return receipt to th2 person mailing the notice, or by 

15 personal service as provided in the rules of civil procedure. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 This bill provides that a mechanic's lien from a 

18 subcontractor shall be enforceable only to the extent of the 

19 amount due to the principal contractor, less paymen'cs made by 

20 the owner-occupant to the principal contractor prior to 

21 service upon and receipt by the owner-occupant of the notice 

22 of the mechanic's lien. 
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