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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to participation in interscholastic athletic 

contests and athletic competitions by pupils participating in 

open enrollment. 
IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. 

l Section :. Sectic;o 232.18, subsection :.3, Code S;.;pplement 

2 1997, is i.~ende~ to =~~;J as follows: 

3 13. a. A pupil vho participates in open enrollffient for 

4 pur9ose:s c-: a·::·.:.endi:-1<; .::: .:;;··~·a.de ir~ g::-aces ten Chroug:t tw~lve in 

5 a schocl dist~ict othe:~ than the district of ~~sidence is 

6 ineligible ';..:.,; ~zrtic_: .. _:-::d:2 i:-1 interscholastic a·~h:e·cic cor:tes~s 

7 and athletic competit~~ns during ~he ?~?il:s ~irst ninecy 

8 school days of ~~roll~~~~ in the ciistrict excspt ~h~t the 

9 pupil may t_:G.rticipatc ~~me<5iz.tel..j• i:-t ar. interscholastic spc!t 

10 i~ under anv o~ ~he ~ol!cwinc circumstances: 

ll {l) If the dlstr~~~ of reside~ce and th2 cth~r scnool 

l2 district jointly particip~te in i.~e sport7-i£~ 

l3 

14 is not offered in t~e oistrict oZ ~as1· den..-~·~--~"-.. ..:.... .... ...;.; .I ..~.. .... ..!. 

15 { 3) I! the pupi: ~~cases to use open enrollment to att2nd 

16 school ~n a~cc~er school distric: because the district :n 

1.7 which t:-:~ sCt:·.d·?nt -~~e-viou.s1y a.ttc::-.Oed schoo.:. ,,.,a_s C.isso:ved and 

18 merged with cne or ~o~e co:1tiguo~s school districts under 

19 section 255.1~, su~s~ctio~ 12~--±~. 

20 _..(-'4_.) __ 1-'-f" the pupi_,_ p~::ticipates in open .enrollment because 

21 the pupil's district of re~;idence has entered into 2 whole 

22 grade sharing agraerne0t wit:h another district fer the pupil 1 S 

23 grade,-er-±t~ 

24 (5) If the pupil was e1rolled in an accredited nonpublic 

25 school tha! did not offer :he sport in which the oupil ~ishas 

26 to participate and the pupil enrolled in the district oE 
27 residence which does offer the sport only in orcer to 

28 participate in open enrollnent. 

29 (6) If the parent or guardian of the pupil participating 

30 in open enrollment is an active member of the armed forces and 

31 resides in permanent housing on government property provided 

32 by a branch of the armed services. 

33 b. A ?Upil who has paid tuition and attended school, or 

34 has attended school pursuant to a mutual agreement between the 

35 two districts, in a district other than the pupil's district 
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1 of residence for at least cne school year prior to March 10, 

2 1989, is also eligible to ~articipate immediately in 

3 interscholastic athletic ccntests and athletic competitions 

4 under this section, but only as a member of a team from the 

5 district that pupil had attended. 
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c. For purposes of this subsection, "school days of 

enrollment" do not include enrollment in summer school. 

E:XPLANATION 

This bill permits studerts who are enrolled at an 

accredited nonpublic school that does not offer a sport the 

student wishes to particip<te in, and who must enroll in their 

district of residence as a means of participating in open 

enrollment to another district, to participate immediately in 

the sport in the receiving district even if the districl of 

residence offers the sport in which the pupil wishes to 
participate. 

Currently under the Codt,, a student who wishes to 

participate in open enrollnent must be enrolled in their 

district of residence. ThPrefore, a student attending an 

accredited nonpublic schoo:. cannot participate in open 

21 enrollment without proceduJ·ally enrolling in their district of 

22 residence. If the district of residence offers a sport the 

23 student wishes to participate in, the student, who only 
24 enrolled in order to atten<l school in the receiving district, 

25 is currently prohibited from participating in the sport during 

26 the pupil's first 90 schoo:. days of enrollment in the 

27 receiving district. 
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