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1 An Act providing for research regarding the production and 

2 marketing of industrial hemp. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Sect1on l. INDUSTRIAL HEMP -- RESEARCH BY IOWA STATE 

2 UNIVERSITY. 

3 1. As used in this section, "industrial hemp'' means 

4 car1nabis sativa L. which has a percentage of 

5 tetrahydrocannabinol of not more than one percent. 

6 2. The general assembly finds that there is a trend among 

7 states to consider the economic importance of industrial hemp, 

8 which is a major crop in other nations. Industrial hemp 

9 historically has contributed to the economic welfare of this 

10 country, and is a renewable natural resource manufactured for 

11 textiles, pulp, paper, oil, and other products. The purpose 

12 of this Act is to promote the economy of this state by 

13 providing for research necessary to develop industrial hemp as 

14 a viable crop. 

15 J. In carrying out this Act, Iowa st2te university shall 

16 do all of the following: 

17 a. Collaborate with agencies of the United States 

18 government, including the drug enforceme~t administration of 

19 the United States department of justice, in order to produce 

20 and possess industrial hemp according to the terms and 

?1 conditior1s required by the United States government. Iowa 

22 statf> university may execute any memorandum of understa::ding 

23 with a United States government agency in order to carry out 

24 this section, and may obtain any federal permit or other 

25 authorization required to carry out this Act. 

26 b. Cooperate with law enforcement agencies and the 

27 department of agriculture and land stewardship in carry1ng out 

28 this Act. 

2 9 4. 

30st-.a1l, 

Notwithstanding chapter 124, Iowa state un1vers1ty 

to the extent pecreitted by the United States 

Jl governreent, conduct research regarding the productio~ a~d 

12 rearketi~g cf i~dustcial hemp. The research snali i~clude an 

J.l analysis o( dL o: the follov1ing: 

34 il. ·rh~ p~oductiG:l o~ high q;1a:i:y seed var~eties t:av~~lg 

!S proved adaptatio~ at~d perfo~XdilCe. 
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1 b. The feasibility of producing industrial hemp in this 

2 state as a profitable cash crop, including tne adaptability of 

J promising varieties to soils and growing condit1ons in this 

4 state. 

5 c. The production of industrial hemp having the lowest 

6 possible percentage of tetrahydrocannabinol. 

7 d. The development of good production practices, incl~ding 

8 bes: management practices for applying nutrients and 

9 pesticides; strategies to best conserve, ~ain:ain, and improve 

10 soil productivity; and methods to control disease. 

ll e. The need for and availability of equipment and 

12 machinery required to efficiently and cost-effectively produce 

13 and harvest industrial hemp. 

14 f. Market conditions affecting the economic viability of 

15 industrial hemp production, including the identification of 

16 markets, the utilization of products, processing methods, and 

17 other economic factors affecting the profitable marketing of 

18 industrial hemp. 

19 5. The research shall be cor1ducted as provided by Iowa 

20 state university, and may be carried out in part by the Iowa 

21 agricultural and home economics experiment station, including 

22 the Leopold center for sustainable agricult11re. Research 

23 shall, to every extent possible, be determined by experimental 

24 trials when appropriate. The university shall cooperate with 

25 other states engaged in conducting similar research. The 

26 unive:sity shall seek financial support from public and 

27 private sources in order to carry out this Act, including 

28 associations representing agricultural produce~s. The 

29 university shall report the findings and recornr.~enda:ions of 

30 the study to the general assembly not later :han January 15, 

3: 1999. 

32 EXPLANATIO~ 

33 This section provides for research by iowa s:ate u~ivPrsi~y 

J4 regardl~g t~e product~o~ a~d mar<e:ing of i~dustriai nernp 

J5 which has a percen~age of tetrahydroca~~abino: of ~nt ~ore 
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than one percent. The bill. notwithstands Iowa 1 S cc,ntrolled 

2 substance Act and aut~orizes the university to collaborate 

3 with agencies of the United States government 1n order to 

4 produce a~d possess in<lustrlal hemp according to tl:e terms and 

5 conditions required by the United States gove~nment. The bill 

6 requires the Ulliversity to cooperate with law enforcement 

7 agencies and the department of agriculture and land 

8 stewardship in carrying out the bill's provisions. The bill 

9 authorizes the university to conduct research regarding the 

10 producL1on of high q•1ality seed varieti2s, the feasibility of 

ll prnducin.g industrial het~p i_n th:.s state as a pro!:it.able cash 

12 crop, the produc~ion of indust;rial hemp having the l01·1est 

13 possible percentage of tetrahydrocannabinol, the development 

14 of good prodt1ction practices, the need •or and availabi!ity of 

15 suitable equipment a:1d machinery, and mar<e:: conditions 

16 affecting the econorn~c viability of industrial hemp 

17 production. The bill requires the university to cooperate 

18 with other states engaged in conducting similar research, and 

19 to seek financial support from public ar1d private sources. 

20 The bill requires the university to report its findings and 

21 recommendations to the general assembly not later than January 

22 15, 1999. 
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