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1 An Act relating to water and ice vessel 

2 with the natural resource commission 

accident reporls filed 

of the department of 

J natural resources and providing for an effective date and the 

4 Act's applicability. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 462A.7, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Whenever any vessel is involved in a collision, 

4 accident or casualty, except one which results only in 

5 property damage not exceeding or~e five hundred dollars, a 

6 report thereof shall be filed with the sommission. The report 

7 shall be ~iled by the operator of the vessel and shall contain 

8 such information as the conunission may, by rule, requtre. 

9 Sai:d The ceporl shall be submitted without de:ay in death o~ 

10 disappearance cases and within five days in all other cases. 

ll Sec. 2. Seclion 462A.7, subsection 4, Code 1997, is 

17 amended to read as follows: 

ll 4. All reports shall be In writing, and the written report 

14 shall be without prejudice to the individual ~o-reportir~9-aMd 

15 ~1'16± l be-fo.--+:he-eonfideMtiai-a~e-eE-+:he-eeft'Jlli:3~~eM \vho 

16 s_u!2_n_tit::;_ t.h_e repC!rt. Ho~ever--..-apon-t"eqtte~+:-the-ee>tl!lli:~~i:eM 

17 ~htiir-di:~e~~~e-the-id~nti:ti:eg~of-the-pet"~e~5-on-botird-+:ke 

18 ve~~ei5-i:nvoived-in-the-oeettt"t"enee-and-tneir-add~e95ee. A 

l9 v;rit-.tf':1 report filed '.vith the comm5ssion i.s a p~~li.c r~cg~ 

20 1 . ' . t . . ' d . d ' . 
an~--"-'''.::>J~Ct _ o examir::_a t 10~- c~~~ ,_ an usP as_ prov" eo --~ 

77, exceot that the reuort shall not be ad:iiissible i11 '---..:::..:..:..::::_. -----

22 or used irl evide~ce in any civ1l or crimi~al actiotl arising 

7} out of lhe facts on >~hich the report i£. based. 

24 ~er. J. FFF~CTIVE DATE -- APPLICABILITY. 

25 l. Thtc; Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes 

26 effect 11pon enactment. 

27 2. Section l of this Act applies to written reports of 

28 accidents involving ~ater and ice vessel accide~ts occurring 

29 on or after the effective date of this Act. 

30 ]. Section 2 of this Act is retroactively applicable to 

31 January l, 1995, for those water and ice vessel accident 

32 reports f t1ec; \vi til the department of natural resources on or 

lJ after tha~ date. 

34 EXPLANATION 

JS This bill prov1des that written reports of acciden~s 
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S.F. H.F. 

l 1nvolving water or ice vessels, which are submitted to the 

2 natural resource commission of the department of natural 

J resources, are ope~ records and subject to public scrut:ny. 

4 The bill also increases from $100 to $500 the threshold a:ru1:nt 

S of property damage required before a report must be fi:ed. 

6 This bill takes e!'fect upon enactment. Section l <Jh:,:h 

7 requires the filing of a vessel accident report 1f the da~.1ge 

8 exceeds $500, applies to accidents occurring on or after tl;0 

9 effective date of the bill. Section 2 which makes a vessel 

10 accident report a public record open to public scrutiny, is 

l.l retroactive c.o Januacy 1, 1995, for those accide:H reports 

12 f1led with the deparcment of natural resources on or after 

13 ~hat date. 
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