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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to child sexual abuse reporting. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. J1(, H.F. 

Section 1. Section 232.69, subsection 1, unnumbered 

2 paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

3 The fo~~ow±M~ classes of persons enumerated in this 

4 subsection shall make a report within twenty-four hours and as 

5 prov~ded in section 232.70, of cases of child abuse~. In 

6 ~dditi~~, the classes of persons enumerated :n this subsectior. 

7 shall make a reoort of abuse of a child who 1s under twelve 

8 
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10 

' ' ~· 
12 

13 

year~ of ace 

t<velve 

'--'-=-..:;a-'-n'-'d may _rT\ake a report of c:buse of a child who is 

of ace or older, which wo~ld be defined as child years 

abuse :.1nder sect~~n 232*68, subsection 2, paragraph ''c'' or 
-------------'--'-~---

~~en .1. t7X£~pt that the abuse resulted from the acts or omissions 

of a ::,erson 
' 

other than a person responsible :or the care of 

the child. 

l4 Sec. 2. Section 232.71, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

15 the following new s~bsection: 

16 NS~'i SUBSECTiON. lA. If a report would be determined to 

1/ constirute an dllegation of child abuse as defined under 

18 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph ''c'' or ''e'', except 

19 that the suspected abuse resulted from the acts or om1ss1ons 

20 of a person other ~han a person responsible for the care of 

21 the child, the department shall refer the report to the 

22 appropriate law enforcement agency having jurisdiction to 

23 investigate the allegation. The department shall refer the 

24 report orally as soon as practicable and in writing within 

25 seventy-two hours of receiving the report. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill relates ~o reporting of child sexual abuse. 

28 Code section 232.69 is amended to require mandatory 

29 repotters of child abuse to also report sexual abuse of a 

30 child who is under 12 years which would be defi~ed as c~iid 

31 abuse except that the abuse resulted from ac~s or omissions of 

32 a petson other than a person responsible for the cace of the 

33 chi~d. The bill also authorizes a mandatory reporter to 

34 repor: sexual abuse by this type of perpetca~or of a chi~d who 

35 is 12 yeacs of age or older. Under curren: :aw, a finding of 
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S.F. /'//, H.F. 

1 child abuse requires that the abuse results from the acts or 

2 omissions of a ''person responsible for the care of a child'', 

3 which is a defined term. The term includes a parent, 

4 guardian, foster parent, child care provider, or other person 

5 who assumes care or supervision of a child. The sexual at•;se 

6 required to be reported under the bill includes sexual aouse 

7 under chapter 709, incest, involvement in prostitution, or 

8 sexual exploitation of a minor. 

9 Code section 232.71 is amended to require the department of 

10 human services to refer reports of sexual abuse of a ci1ild 

11 which result from the acts or omissions of a person other than 
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law enforcement agency. 

soon as practicable and 

receiving the report. 

the care of a child to an appropriate 

The referral must be made orally as 

in writing within 72 hours of 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to child sexual abuse reporting. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. ----

1 Sec'tion l. Section 232.69, subsection 1, unnumbered 

2 paragraph 1, Code 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

3 The ~o~lowi~9 classes of persons enumerated in this 

4 subsection shall make a report within twenty-four hours and as 

5 provided in section 232.70, of cases of child abuse~. In 

6 addition, the classes of persons enumerated in this subsection 

7 shall make a report of abuse of a child who is under twelve 

8 years of age and may make a reoort of abuse of a child who is 

9 twelve years of aqe or older, which would be defined as child 

10 abuse under section 232.68, subsection 2, parag~aoh "c'' or 

11 "e'', exceot that the abuse resulted from the acts or omissions 

12 of a person other than a person responsible for the care of 

13 the child. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 232.71, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

15 the following new subsection: 

16 NEW SUBSECTION. lA. If a report would be determined to 

17 constitute an allegation of child abuse as de=ined under 

18 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph ''c'' or "e", except 

19 that the suspected abuse resulted from the acts or omissions 

20 of a person other than a person responsible for :he care of 

21 the child, the department shall refer the report to the 

22 appropriate law enforcement agency having jurisdiction to 

23 investigate the allegation. The department shall refer the 

24 report orally as soon as practicable and in ~r~~ing within 

25 seventy-two hours of receiving the report. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill relates ~o reporting of child sexual abuse. 

28 Code section 232.69 is amended to require ~ar.datory 

29 reporters of child abuse to also report sexua: abuse of a 

30 child who is under 12 years which would be defi~ed as child 

31 abuse except that the abuse resulted from acts or o~issions of 

32 a person other than a person responsible Eor the care of the 

33 child. The bill also authorizes a mandatory reporter to 

34 report sexual abuse by this type of perpetrator of a child who 

35 is 12 years of age or older. Under current law, a finding of 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 child abuse requires that the abuse results from the acts or 

2 omissions of a "person responsible for the care of a child", 

3 which is a defined term. The term includes a parent, 

4 guardian, foster parent, child care provider, or other person 

5 who assumes care or supervision of a child. The sexual abuse 

6 required to be reported under the bill includes sexual abuse 

7 under chapter 709, incest, involvement in prostitution, or 

8 sexual exploitation of a minor. 

9 Code section 232.71 is amended to require the department of 

10 human services to refer reports of sexual abuse of a child 

ll which result from the acts or omissions of a person other than 

12 a person responsible for the care of a child to an appropriate 

13 law enforcement agency. The referral must be made orally as 

14 soon as practicable and in writing within 72 hours of 

15 receiving the report. 
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AlJ ACT 

RE:l.ATWC TO CHII.O Sf:'XIJ.O.i, A3trSE Rr:rORTING. 

SFNA~~: i''ll.!:: 176 

m: IT ENAC'~'l::D BY TtH: GF.NF,RAL l\SSZ.;MBL'i Or Tt!E STATE: Or IVWA: 

Section 1. S"<,:t: i{>n ') .l2. fi9, subscr::-t l.on 1, unnu;;bcreC 

pi.Haqr.ip~ L Cod" 1997, is amel".dcci to r~ad as follo·.o!;: 

ThP. foHo,:i-~<'J classe~ of persons e!'l_~!"...£!~!...1!s! .. ~.ry __ ~his 
~ubs~-~t.ion ;,.hal; m-<tkc a repo1·t Yithin t:..·<:ntj·-four hour!> and af.> 

provided i~ section 212.70, of Cd~es of child abuse~. In 

~'!~~litiOQ.!. ~.t:L.£: .. ~la:~ses of ..£!,!&01~$ _enu.~-;r_a_t~-~~-t_h~:> .. ?.'-lbS~'Ct!g~ 

sha~l make-~ r_Cf<>t:.!-.~buse of n c0ild __ who :s und~r t:· .. :ei.vc 

l£ill'~- o(_~_nd may .:akL• a X£.l>Ort. of abuse- of a child who i!l 

two?lve ye.Hs o~ <~ge q_~ ___ <?:lder_. __ _',..hic~_:..::.C?~~d_£e de~_in~d as ~t!_ild 

abuse under s~c;~.:.'?_,~_?:_3_2.ti~~- suC?:s_ect:iot::, 2, pc!rc!qraph ·~~:.' __ £.!. 

"e", o?X~~-~- t~.<lt: U1e abu!J<: rcs:Jlted frcr the act.:". or om1~sionl2 

2f: __ a_ pP.rson oth!O'~ ~.han a p~£....:!2!!_!_~~p_orH:Lb_l_~_..!..2.!._.t.hP. c;~~P.:. of 

the child. 

s~c- 2. S~CllOn 232.71, Cod!"!' 1997, is ,1mt~r~d~d by .Hlc:ir.q 

thl:! followi~q nc· ... sub5toction: 

~.1':-rl su~~~rro~. lA. lf •l report ;,·ould be dctP.~rnin"-.:J t0 

cor.stitute an allt~~c1:.ion of chihl abus<: a~~ ,;cfined Ulll..k·r 

scct.ion 232.68, e.ub~ect.ion 'l, paragraph "c" or "t?", ('Xt:l'~t 

that t.ne !>U!>p~Ct('d abuse r~su~t.P.d fro.-. the .ac:l.s or omis!>lOII!> 

:l! a person oLwr than <l. person rer.ponsible for the care- of 

t:lf!' chi1d, t.:-te d('p;:.c;:n;<:~lt sha~l ~·o?!P.r t.he re~n. t.o tho? 

,'l?pr(';pri.a':e Ia-, P.nforct~ment agency h;wlng jurisd:c-ti<Hl to 

invo?stiq<'.tc tre dlleqati\ln. lh~ dep.1rtm~r.t. sh.1ll r•~fe-r t.r.e 

• " 
St~r~ilt.~ Ft:o~ 176, p. 2 

:(!po:t. ,rally~~ suon as pr~o;t .cab:c and i~ ~:iting wl:.hin 

~ev~nty-t~o ~ours 0f rpc~iv1ng thP. ceport. 
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