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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the county mental health, mental retardat:o~, 

and developme~tal disabilities services fund levy by providing 

a procedure for a county to make revisions affecting the 

services fund levy and other levies, and providing an 

effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

-::-::..sB 22nss 77 
jp/j<;/5 



s.?. 145 H.F. 

Sec~ ion l. MENTA:., HEALTH, NENTAI.. R!-~TAR;)ATION, AND 

2 UiVCLOPMENTAL DISABiLITIES SERVICES FUND LEVY REVISIONS. 

l. For the purposes of this sectio:J, ''base year 

4 ex9e~ditures 1 ' and ''qualified merltal health, mental 

5 retardat:on, and develo~nental disabilities services" mean the 

& sa~e as prov1ded 1n section 331.438, and ''services fund'' means 

I the same as provlned in section 331.424A. 

R 2. A county may request approval of the county finance 

9 committee in accordance with this section for revision of the 

10 cou:•ty's base year expenditures amount. A county is eligible 

-.' for a revision if t-.he county made a major error in 

17. eslablish!r~g ~~he c;oLnty's base year expenditures a:nount by 

13 underreporting the county's qual1fied mental healtlt, mental 

14 retardatwn, and develop,:;enta:. disabilities services 

lS expet~ditures to the county finance comrnittee and the 

16 underreported expendit<>res amount was also included in the 

17 cotJilty's final budget certified for the fiscal year beginning 

18 July J, 1995. For the purposes of this section, a major error 

19 •s a failt1re to include qualified mental health, mental 

20 retarddtion, and developmental disabilities services 

71 expenclit11res associated with the operatic~ of a councy care 

22 facility, group home, or similar program. 

23 3. A couJJty's revision request shall be subm~tted to the 

24 cou1~ty fir.ar;ce connittee ;.;hich may approve or reject the 

)5 requpst in \·lholf> or en part, based upon the commit tee's 

26 deterrninat~on as to the extent to which an U!lderreporting 

27 error oc:curred. The revision request :nust be sub1r.itted within 

28 te~ dayti of Lhe effective date of this Act, U11d a decis:on by 

29 the counr.y finance com.11ittee~ to approve or reject the revised 

JO amou~t must be issued within twe~ty days of the et~ective date 

11 ot· thcs Act. Tice decisio" of tr.e coun:y :"i~ance com.11ittee _s 

32 final. 

J'j ·c the cocn~y's request ~o: :evisic:~ c~ t~e cou~ty's 

l~ oase year expenditures amou~t is approved u~de: s~:hsecrion 1, 

J5 the c~Junt.y board r~ay by :.-esc-.:...1tion pr-o·;~de fo::- tr.::tns::er o: 

• 



S.F. 145 H.F. 

1 moneys from the county's general fund to the county's services 

2 fund for the fiscal year beginntng July 1, 1996. The amount 

3 of the transfer shall not exceed the net revision amount of 

4 the request approved under subsection 3. 

S 5. For the fiscal year beginning July l, 1997, for a 

6 county for which a revision is approved under this section, to 

7 the extent the county uses the revision to increase the 

8 max1mum levy authorized for the services fund of the county in 

9 excess of the services fund levy certified in the county's 

10 final budget for the fiscal year beginning July l' 1996, the 

ll amount of increase shall be offset by an equivalent decrease 

12 in the levy amount certified by the county for general county 

13 services. 

14 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

l'J inunediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

16 EXPLANATION 

l7 This bill relates to the county mental health, mental 

18 retardation, and developmental disabilities services fund levy 

19 by providing a procedure for a county to make rev1s1ons 

20 affecting the county's services fund levy and other levies. 

21 The bill applies to counties which made a major error in 

22 establishing the county's base year expenditures amount which 

23 is used to establish the maximum levy for the county's 

24 services fund. According to the bill, underreporting may 

25 result from failure to include qualified expenditures 

26 associated with the operation of a county care facility, group 

27 home, or similar program. 

28 To be eligible, a county must submit a rev1s1on request to 

29 the county ftnance committee within 10 days of the bill's 

30 eff.ective date. Based upon the county ftnance commtttee's 

1! de~er~ination as to the extent of an undetreporti~g error, the 

32 coc;nty ftr.ance committee may approve or reject the revision 

33 request i~ whole or in part. Tne committee's decisio~ :nus: be 

34 issued within 20 days of the bi:l's ef~ectiue da:e. A co~n:y 

J'J is authorized to tra~sfer up to the approved net reuis1on 

-2-
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l amaur1t from the county's general fund to the county's services 

2 fund Ear fiscal year 1996-1997. 

1 To the exten~ a county approved for a revision increases 

4 its levy askings for the services fund for fisca~ year 1997-

5 1998 fror~ ~he a~ount originally certified fo! the previous 

6 year, the cou:1:y must decrease its general ft1nd :evy askings 

l lll -., a .. equivalent amo~nt for that fiscal year. 

8 The bii1 takes effect upon enactment. 
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Page 6 

A fiscaL note f:r Senate File 145 t~ ~e~cby submit~ed ?ursuant to Joint Ru~e 
17. Data used in deveLoping ~~is iisca:. ~ate ~s availabLe from the Legisiative 
F~scal Bureau to mem~ers of the Legislature ~pon req~est. 

----------

Senate File i~S ?rovides a ?rOcedure for a county to ma~e revisions affecting 
the cou~ty's ser~tces fund levy and other te~ies, ~equires a revision be 
submitted within 10 days of t~e BiLL's effective date, attuw~ the County 
Finance Corrunittee to ap?r::::ve or re~ect the revision reGuest in '..~hole or in part 
within 20 days, and lS ~ifecti·'e upon enactment. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

l. The State contribution to the Mental Health, Mental Re~ardation, and 
Developmental Disabilities Services Fund would remain at $95.0 million in 
FY 1998. A coun:y's share of the fund may chanee afte• any adjustments 
are approved by the County finance Committee based on the established 
d:stribution formula. 

2. Yhe three counties wt~h a kno~n fiscal impact omitted a comb:ned total of 
$806,000 from their original fY l996 base calculations. 

3. Any other county applying for an adjusted base calculation would alter :he 
estimated growth facto~ impact. It is un~nown how many counties ~ay apply 
for a base caLculation adjustment. 

4. The allowed growth factor indicated :n HF 255 is 2.897. which is applied to 
the fund base. (HF 255 passed the House on February 20 but has not been 
considered by the Senate.) Application o£ the 2.89% assumed growth factor 
to the adjusted base could resui: in an annual GeneraL Fund increase of 
$23,000. However, :here has been no appropriation for :he increase. 
Without an increased appropriation for the Fund adjustment, the only 
change wou~d be the individual county sh~res of the appropriated growth 
factor. 

5. Long term fiscal effects wo~ld include a Stata inc~ease of $403,000 (SO.Ot 
of the known expenditures omitted in the county base) in reaching the 
50.0~ goaL of State contribut£on to the Fund. Because it is unknown ~hen 
the State wiLL reacr. ~he 50.0% contribution, she max~~um potential Genera~ 
Fur.d impact cannot ~e determir.ed. 

f:>ISCAL IMPACT 

The General. Fund im?act of SF 145, without a corresponding increased 
appropriation, would be zero for FY 1998 and FY 1999. 
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SENAT'~ nu; l.aS 

Al~ AC'f 

R£l.ATING TO THE COUtH'l MJo:NTAL UF:ll.t:rH, Hf:NTi\1. R£TAROA'l'ION, AlW 

DEVELOPH£NTAI, OISABILITit:S S£RVICtS fo'UND LEVY B'i PROVIDit-:V 

A PROCP.DTJR£ FOR A COU»TY TO HAKE REVISIONS APfo'LCTING 'I'HE 

SERVICES FUNJ) I.J-:VY AND OTH~;R U:VIJ:S, MlD PROVIIliNG AN 

tFrt:CTTV£ llA1.'t::. 

Rf: IT F.NAC'U:o f)'{ 1'111:: G~:W·;JtAL ASSf:Mt3J,I' 01-' THY. Sl'A'l'E OF IOWA: 

Section 1. 1-U:NTM. HF.Af,TH, Ml':N1'Al, RETARDATION, AND 

DEVtLOP/iLN'i'At, OlSAfiiLI'tlf.S SERVICES rUND I,~;V'i REVISlONS. 

1. for th(> purposes of this section, "base y~u.r 

expenditures'' and ''qual if led mental health. mental 

retardation, and devel011:,1ental disabilities sprvices" ll'.ean the 

s<u:le as provided in section 3Jl.438, and "services fund" rn~;~<lns 

lh~ sam~ aa provi1led in section 331.424A. 

2. A county may cequest approval of the county f inancto 

t;(lll'l/llittee in .H:cordanc(> \dth this section for revif;ion of tho 

C'Oilnty's base y~ar exp(>ndituren anount. A c0unt.y is eligible 

for a revision if the county made a major error in 

establishing the county's bclse year e,..penditures ;tr.ount. Oy 

• • 
Senate Pile 14S, p. 2 

underreportinq the county's qualified mental h~alth, mental 
retardation, and developmental disabilities services 
exptmditurf'!~:> to thP C()Uflty finan..:e cornmit:tP.~~ and the 

undecreported expenditures amount was also included 1n the 

county's flnal budget certitied fclr the fiscal year beqinninq 

July 1, 199'). For the pur(Y.;.ses of thi:-. :-,ection, a major cnor 

is a fa1lure to include qualified mental health, mental 

retardation, and developmental disabilities s~rvic~s 

expenditures associated with the operation of a county cc1re 
facility, qroup h<>l'f,e, or aimilar pro91·arn. 

3. A county's revi~ion request shall be submitted to the 

county finance comnittee which m.ay approve or reject thP 

request in whole or in part, based upon the committee's 

determination as to the extent to which an underreportinq 

error occurred. 'rhe revision request must be submitted Hithin 

ten days of t:he effe>ctive date of t.his Act, and a (jecisi.on by 

the county finance corr..rnitlee t.o approve or reject the l'('!Vi!Wd 

arnount rnust. b~ is!Hictl within t.Hent.y d.1ys of the effective date 

of this Act. 'I'h"' decision of the cotwt.y finance con'.rnitt.ee is 

Ci.nal. 

4. If thl~ county'!J. reque~.t. tor r~vision of the county'::. 

base ye,u expendltureE anount is approved under subsection 3, 

the county board ll'ay by resolution provide for transfer ot 

moneys tro~ the county's general fund to the county's s~c~lccu 

fund for the fiscal year beglnninq July 1, 1996. 'fhe anount 

of the tranr.>fP.r shc1ll not cxc4~1?d the nr.>t. rl'!visi.on arnount of 

the request approved under subsectlon ). 
5. For tht..> fiscal year beqinning July 1, 199"1, for a 

county for which a revision is app1·oved under this section, to 

the ext.ent. th(> county uses t:hl! revision to increase the 

maximum. levy authorized for the S(>rvices fund of the county lll 

excess of the services fund levy certified i.n the ~ounty's 

final budget for t.ho fiscal ye,u beginning July 1, l99fi, the 
amount o( increase sh<Jll be offset by an equivalent deccease 

in the levy ;unount certifi(~d by the> coonty for gen~ral countt 

services. 
(/) ., 
.... ..,. 
U1 
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

immediate importance, takes ef:ect upon enactment. 

President of the Senate 

RON J. CORBETT 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 145, Seventy-seventh General Assembly. 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

MARY PAT GUNDERSON 

Secretary of the Senate 

' 1997 
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