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1 Section 1. NEWSECTION  482.12A MJSSEL FI SH NG SEASON
AREAS

1. Notw thstanding sections 481A 38, 481A 39, 482.1, and
482. 12, the open season for taking washboard nussel each year
shall be fromApril 1 to August 31. The washboard nussel
shal |l be taken only during the hours between sunrise and
sunset. The minimumsize linmt on washboard nussel shall be
four inches.

2. Missels may be taken fromany waters of the state
during the open season

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 482.12B SCl ENTI FI C STUDY OF MJUSSEL
POPULATI ONS REPORT.

The department of natural resources shall conduct a study
of the popul ations of various nussel species in the waters of
this state with enphasis on the popul ati on of washboard
nmussel s anong the beds along the M ssissippi river. The
departnment shall conduct independent field investigations of
the various nussel beds in boundary waters of this state. The
departnment shall fund up to fifty percent of the cost of the
field investigations with the commercial mnussel industry
contributing the remai nder. The departnment shall contract
with a mal acol ogi st who is acceptable to the comercial nussel
i ndustry to conduct the study and investigation. The
departnent shall review current scientific studies conducted
by other state natural resource agencies, federal wldlife and
natural resource agencies, and private parties including
comrercial fishers, shell buyers, and shell exporters.

The departnent shall report its findings to the
chai rpersons and ranking nmenbers of the house comittee on
natural resources and the senate conmittee on natura
resources and environnent not later than January 15, 2003.

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deened of
i medi ate i nportance, takes effect upon enactnent.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill provides for an open season each year for the
taki ng of washboard nussels. The open season is fromApril 1
t hrough August 31. The mininumsize for taking a washboard
mussel is four inches.

The bill also provides that nmussels may be taken from any
waters of the state. Currently, rules limt comercial nussel
harvesting to the Mssissippi river and its connected
backwat ers.

The bill requires the departnment of natural resources to
conduct a study of the popul ati ons of the various nusse
species in the waters of the state with enphasis on washboard
nmussel s in beds along the Mssissippi river. The departnent
is to conduct an independent investigation of the various
mussel species and beds. The departnment shall match up to 50
percent of the cost of the field investigation with the
comrer ci al nussel industry and shall contract with a
mal acol ogi st who is acceptable to the conmercial nussel
i ndustry to conduct the study and investigation. The
departnent shall also review recent studies conducted by other
state natural resource agencies, federal wildlife and natura
resource agencies, and private parties including comerci al
fishers. The departnent is to report its findings to the
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chai rpersons and ranki ng nenbers of the house comittee on

natural resources and the senate conmittee on natural

resources and environnent not |ater than January 15, 2003.
This bill takes effect upon enactnent.

LSB 4311HC 77

tj/sc/l4.1



