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Section 1. NEWSECTION. 461D.1 DEFIN Tl ONS.

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherw se
requires:

1. "Commission" neans the natural resource commi ssion.

2. "Conservation easenent" means an easement as defined in
section 457A. 2

3. "Departnent" neans the departnent of natural resources.

4. "Loess hills area" means a tract of hills, bluffs, and
acconpanyi ng | ands | ocated adjacent to the Mssouri river in
the western part of this state consisting primarily of |oess
soi | deposits.

5.  "Managenent plan" neans a docunent that includes the
goal s and objectives of a specific protected Loess Hlls area
whi ch has been proposed for designation, the specific
description of the area to be protected, |and use agreenents
with property owners, the specific nmanagenent progranm ng
considerations for the area, the in-depth project eval uations,
anal ysis, justifications, and cost estinmates, the proposed
acquisition of fee title and conservati on easenents and ot her
agreenents, and the specific design and | ayout of facilities.

6. "Prospective protected Loess Hills area" neans a Loess
H |1 ls area designated by the comm ssion which possesses
outstandi ng cultural and natural val ues, such as scenic,
forest, prairie, mneral, geological, historic,
archaeol ogi cal, recreational, educational, water quality, or
fl ood protection values, and for which an in-depth study for
per manent designation as an el enent of the protected Loess
Hlls area systemis conduct ed.

7. "Protected Loess Hlls area” nmeans a Loess Hills area
permanent |y designated by the comrission for inclusion in the
protected Loess Hlls area system

8. "Protected Loess Hills area systenf neans a
conprehensive programto protect Loess Hills areas that
i ncludes the goals and objectives, the state plan, the
i ndi vi dual management plans, the prospective protected Loess
Hlls areas, the protected Loess Hlls areas, the acquisition
of fee title and conservation easenents and ot her agreenents,
and the adnministrati on and managenment of the areas.

9. "State plan" neans a conprehensive docunent that states
the | ong-range goals and objectives of the protected Loess
Hlls area system establishes the procedure and criteria for
prospective protected Loess Hill area designation, provides
the format for prospective area analysis, establishes a
priority systemfor prospective area study, reconmends
potential areas for inclusion into the system institutes
i nteragency and intergovernnental coordination, and outlines
general adninistrative and nmanagenent needs to devel op and
adm ni ster the system

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 461D.2 STATE PLAN

The commi ssion shall nmaintain a state plan for the design
and establishment of an administrative framework of a
protected Loess Hills area system and t hose adjacent |ands
needed to protect the integrity of that system

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 461D.3 NOM NATI ON OF PROSPECTI VE
PROTECTED LOESS HI LLS AREAS.

After basic resource and user data are gathered by or
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provided to the comn ssion and the comi ssi on deens an area
has merit for inclusion in a protected Loess Hills area
system the conm ssion may nom nate the area for prospective
protected Loess Hills area designation. Governnental
subdi vi si ons, public agencies, interest groups, or citizens
may al so reconmmend nom nation of Loess Hills areas for
inclusion in the protected Loess Hills area system by
submitting to the commi ssion a statenment which includes at
m ni mum a general description of the area being recomended
for nom nation, the resources needing protection, and the
benefits to be derived fromprotecting the resources and a
list of the individuals, organizations, and public agencies
supporting the nom nation.

Sec. 4. NEWSECTION. 461D.4 PROSPECTI VE DESI GNATI ON

The commi ssion may designate all or part of any Loess Hlls
area having any or all of the resource values cited in section
461D. 1, subsection 6, as a prospective protected Loess Hills
area. The prospective designation shall be in effect for a
period not to exceed two years during which a managenent pl an
is prepared for the protection and enhancenent of those val ues
cited in section 461D. 1, subsection 6.

Sec. 5. NEWSECTION. 461D.5 PROSPECTIVE DESI GNATI ON
PUBLI C HEARI NGS

After the nomination of prospective protected Loess Hills
areas by the conm ssion and prior to the designation as a
prospective protected Loess Hlls area, the conmmi ssion shal
conduct a public hearing in the vicinity of the Loess Hlls
area. Notice of the hearing shall be published at | east
twice, not |less than seven days prior to the hearing, in a
newspaper having general circulation in each county in which
the proposed Loess Hills area is |ocated.

Sec. 6. NEWSECTION. 461D.6 MANAGEMENT PLAN

The commi ssion shall prepare and nmaintain a nmanagenent plan
contai ning the recomendati ons for the establishnent,
devel opnent, managenent, use, and adm nistration of each
prospective protected Loess Hills area designated by the
comm ssion. The managenent plan shall be conpleted during the
two-year prospective designation period

Sec. 7. NEWSECTION. 461D.7 MANAGEMENT PLAN PUBLIC
HEARI NG

The conmi ssion shall hold a final public hearing on the
conpl et ed managenent plan in the vicinity of the Loess Hills
area at least thirty days before permanent designation by the
comm ssion. Notice of the hearing shall be published at | east
twice, not |less than seven days prior to the hearing, in a
newspaper having general circulation in each county in which
the Loess Hills area is located

Sec. 8. NEWSECTION. 461D.8 DESI GNATI ON

The commi ssion nay adopt the nanagenent plan and may
pernmanent |y designate the area as part of the protected Loess
Hlls area system Upon the conm ssion's adoption of the
managenent plan and permanent designation of the area as a
protected Loess Hills area, the comm ssion may submit the
managenent plan to the general assenbly for funding
consi derati on.

Sec. 9. NEWSECTION. 461D.9 PROTECTI ON METHODS

The commi ssion may use any one or a conbination of the
avai | abl e net hods, except em nent donmmin, for nanagi ng and
preserving a protected Loess Hills area, including but not
limted to fee and less than fee title acquisition techniques
such as easenents, |easing agreenents, covenants, and existing
tax incentive prograns.

Sec. 10. NEWSECTION. 461D. 10 LANDOMER COOPERATI ON.

Recogni zing that nost of the protected Loess Hills areas
may be within privately owned | ands, the comi ssion shal
cooperate with the | andowners within the designated areas in
achi eving the purposes of this chapter. The |andowners within
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the desi gnated areas are encouraged to cooperate with the
conmi ssion. Conmm ssion staff shall neet separately or in
smal | groups with | andowners within prospective protected
Loess Hills areas during the preparation of the master plan to
establ i sh workabl e and acceptabl e agreenments for the
protection of the area and its acconpanying resources in a
manner consistent with the purposes of this chapter and the

i nterest and concerns of the | andowners.

Sec. 11. NEWSECTION 461D.11 JUD Cl AL REVI EW

Judi cial review of action of the conm ssion may be sought
in accordance with chapter 17A. Notwi thstanding chapter 17A,
petitions for judicial review may be filed in the district
court of Polk county or of any county in which the property
affected is | ocated.

Sec. 12. NEWSECTION. 461D.12 LOCAL TAX RElI MBURSEMENT.

The state, subject to appropriation by the genera
assenbly, shall reinburse fromthe general fund of the state
any political subdivision the amobunt of tax noneys |ost due to
any | ower assessnments of property resulting fromlease
agreenents, and the acquisition of public |Iands and
conservation easenments stenmming from designation of a
protected Loess H Ils area.

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 461D. 13 | NTERAGENCY COOPERATI ON

Al'l state agencies and governi ng bodies of cities and
counti es and county conservation boards which are
participating in the process for designation of a protected
Loess Hills area under this chapter shall cooperate with the
commi ssion and coordinate their authorities, responsibilities,
and program administration in a nanner which will aid in the
integrity of the protected Loess Hills area systemas outlined
in the state plan, individual nanagenent plans, and conmm ssion
adm ni strative rules.

Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 461D. 14 MANAGEMENT COOPERATI ON
W TH LOCAL GOVERNMENT SUBDI VI SI ONS.

The commission nay enter into witten cooperative
agreenents with governing bodies of cities and counties and
county conservation boards for the nmanagement of a protected
Loess Hills area.

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 461D. 15 PART OF A NATI ONAL PARK
SYSTEM

Thi s chapter does not preclude a conponent of the protected
Loess Hills area systemfrombeing a part of a national park
system

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 461D.16 DEPARTMENTAL RULES

The commi ssion shall adopt under chapter 17A and enforce
the admnistrative rules it deens necessary to adnminister this
chapter.

EXPLANATI ON

This bill provides for the establishment of a state
managenent plan for the protection of Loess Hills areas which
are found to have outstanding cultural and natural val ues such
as scenic, forest, prairie, mneral, geological, historic,
archaeol ogi cal, recreational, educational, water quality, and
flood protection values. The state plan is to be prepared and
i mpl enented by the natural resource conm ssion of the
departnment of natural resources. The department is to
encour age participation by governing bodies of cities and
counties, county conservation boards, and individua
| andowner s.

The bill provides that the natural resources conm ssion
establish procedures for identifying those areas of the Loess
Hlls and bluffs in western |Iowa which should be protected
fromharnful uses and erosion. The protections nay be
i mpl enented by acquiring fee sinple title fromwlling
sellers, conservation easenments, or other agreenents.

The bill also provides for reinbursenment by the state for
| osses of local tax property tax revenue due to the public



6 16 acquisition of protected Loess Hills areas by purchase or
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