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Section 1. NEWSECTION. 256D.1 LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND
| NTENT.

The general assenbly finds that early chil dhood education
prograns provide benefits in the areas of econonic
devel opnent, education, workforce preparation, health costs,
wel fare costs, and juvenile justice. The general assenbly
further finds that it is in the best interest of the state to
encourage and equitably fund early chil dhood education
prograns in the public school districts. The goal of these
programnms shall be, at a minimm to produce children who by
the age of three and forever after are self-confident and
trusting, intellectually inquisitive, able to use | anguage to
communi cate, physically and nmentally healthy, able to relate
well to others, and enpathetic to others. Toward that goal
it is the intent of this chapter to establish and fund an
early chil dhood education inperatives program

Sec. 2. NEWSECTION. 256D.2 EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON
| MPERATI VES PROGRAM APPROPRI ATI ON.

1. There is appropriated fromthe general fund of the
state to the departnent of education for the fiscal year
begi nning July 1, 1998, and for each succeeding fiscal year,
the sumof fifteen mllion dollars for the early chil dhood
education inperatives program

2. For each fiscal year for which noneys are appropriated
in subsection 1, the ampunt of noneys allocated to schoo
districts shall be in the proportion that the basic enroll nment
of a district bears to the sumof the basic enrollments of al
school districts in the state for the budget year. However,
except as provided in subsection 7, a district shall not
receive less than seven thousand five hundred dollars in a
fiscal year. The lowa braille and sight saving school, the
state school for the deaf, and the Price | aboratory school at
the university of northern lowa shall annually certify their
basic enrollments to the departnment of education by Cctober 1.
The departnment of human services shall certify the average
student yearly enrollnents of the institutions under the
control of the departnent of human services enunerated in
section 218.1, subsections 1 through 3, 5, 7, and 8, to the
departnent of education by COctober 1.

3. For each year for which an appropriation is nade to the
early chil dhood education inperatives program the departnent
of education shall notify the departnment of revenue and
finance of the anmount to be paid to each school district based
upon the distribution plan set forth for the appropriation
made pursuant to this section. The allocation to each schoo
district under this section shall be nade in one paynent on or
about Cctober 15 of the fiscal year for which the
appropriation is made, taking into consideration the relative
budget and cash position of the state resources. Prior to the
recei pt of noneys, school districts shall provide to the
department of education adequate assurance that they have
devel oped or are devel oping an early chil dhood education plan
as required by section 256D.3 and that noneys received under
this section will be used in accordance with the required
early chil dhood education pl an.

4. Moneys received under this section shall not be
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commingled with state aid paynents nade under sections 257.16
to a school district and shall be accounted for by the schoo
district separately fromstate aid paynents.

5. Paynents nade to school districts under this section
are m scel |l aneous inconme for purposes of chapter 257 or are
consi dered encunbered. Each school district shall maintain a
separate listing within their budgets for payments received
and expenditures made pursuant to this section

6. Mneys received under this section shall not be used
for payment of any collective bargai ning agreenent or
arbitrator's decision negotiated or awarded under chapter 20.

7. For purposes of this chapter, "school district" neans a
school district, the lowa braille and sight saving school, the
state school for the deaf, the Price |aboratory school at the
uni versity of northern lowa, and the institutions under the
control of the departnent of human services enunerated in
section 218.1, subsections 1 through 3, 5, 7, and 8. However,
not wi t hst andi ng subsection 2, the anount of noneys allocated
to the institutions under the control of the departnent of
human servi ces enunerated in section 218.1, subsections 1, 2,
3, and 5, shall be a total of not nore than twenty-two
thousand five hundred dollars for each fiscal year, to be
distributed proportionately anbng the four institutions by the
departnment of education.

Sec. 3. NEWSECTION. 256D.3 EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON
| MPERATI VES PROGRAM PLANNI NG

1. Prior to receiving nmoneys under this chapter, the board
of directors of a school district shall adopt an initial early
chi | dhood education plan that supports early chil dhood
education efforts and i ncludes an eval uati on conponent. The
pl an shall be devel oped by licensed professional staff of the
district, including both teachers and adm nistrators. The
plan shall, at a mininum focus on preparing children to
attain or surpass student achi evement goals identified
pursuant to sections 280.12 and 280.18. The initial plan
shal | be anended or adopted anew at | east once every five
years. The early chil dhood education plan shall be kept on
file in the district and a copy of the initial plan,
subsequent anendnents to the plan, and copies of subsequent
pl ans adopted shall be sent to the appropriate area education
agency and the departnent of education. Progress as
determ ned by the school district, but including progress in
preparing children to attain or surpass student achi evenent
goal s, shall be included as part of the annual report
submitted to the departnent of education in conpliance with
sections 280.12 and 280. 18.

2. Prior to receiving noneys under this chapter, the |owa
braille and sight saving school, the state school for the
deaf, and the Price |aboratory school at the university of
northern | owa shall each develop an initial early chil dhood
education plan that prepares, or supports and i nproves,
student achi evenent and includes an eval uati on conponent. The
initial plan shall be amended or adopted anew at |east once
every five years, and a copy of the initial plan, subsequent
anendnents to the plan, and copi es of subsequent plans adopted
shall be sent to the state board of regents and the depart nment
of education. An annual progress report, describing progress
in attaining student achi evement goals, shall be submitted to
the state board of regents and the departnment of education.

3. The institutions under the control of the department of
human services enunerated in section 218.1, subsections 1
through 3, 5, 7, and 8, shall each develop an initial early
chi | dhood education plan that prepares a child for, or
supports and i nproves, student achi evenent and includes an
eval uation conponent. Each institution shall send a copy of
the initial plan, subsequent anmendnents to the plan, and
copi es of subsequent plans adopted to the departnents of human
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servi ces and education. Each institution shall subnmit an
annual progress report, describing progress in attaining
student achi evenent goals, to the departnents of hunman
servi ces and education

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 256D.4 EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON
| MPERATI VES PROGRAM EXPENDI TURES.

School districts, as defined in section 256D. 2, subsection
7, shall expend funds received pursuant to section 256D.2 to
support devel opnental ly appropriate early chil dhood practices
and prograns that do all of the followi ng: encourage children
to actively construct their own know edge; engage chil dren
with varied play and work activities and materials of interest
to the children; utilize a physical and interpersona
envi ronnent supportive of |earning goals; foster |anguage
devel opnent, rudinmentary |earning, and problemsolving in a
social context with peers and adults; are inclusive of al
children within an age group that may range from age zero to
eight; involve interaction between teachers and individua
children, snmall and | arge teans, and groups of children; honor
the cultural diversity and backgrounds of the children;

i ncl ude appropriate assessnent; involve parents and others
fromthe comunity; collaborate with other agencies focused on
the health and wel | -being of children; highlight the
children's work; offer at l|east a daily opportunity for
outdoor play; extend individual and snall group reading
opportunities throughout the day; include curricul um devel oped
to be adaptive to the many possible ways and paces with which
children |l earn; and cause children and parents to | ook forward
to participating in early childhood activities and prograns.
EXPLANATI ON

This bill establishes an early chil dhood education
i mperatives program and funds the programw th an annua
appropriation of $15 mllion fromthe state general fund to
the department of education.

The general assenbly finds, according to the bill, that
early chil dhood education prograns benefit society and that it
is in the best interest of the state to encourage and
equitably fund early chil dhood education progranms in public
school districts. The bill defines the goals of an eligible
early chil dhood education programand |ists the conmponents of
devel opnental |y appropriate early chil dhood education
practices and prograns that qualify for state funding.

The bill provides for a per pupil annual distribution of
the funds appropriated, but stipulates that a school district
shal |l receive no |l ess than $7,500. The bill defines the term

"school district" to include the lowa braille and sight saving
school, the state school for the deaf, the Price l|aboratory
school at the university of northern lowa, d enwood state
hospi tal -school, Wodward state hospital -school, the nental
health institutes |ocated at Cherokee and | ndependence, the
state training school, and the lowa juvenile honme. However,
under the bill, the department of education is directed to
distribute a total of $22,500 anpbng four of the institutions
under the control of the department of human services: the
d enwood state hospital -school, Wodward state hospital-
school, and the nmental health institutes |ocated at Cherokee
and | ndependence.

The bill also requires school districts to devel op and
adopt an initial early childhood education plan that prepares
a child for, or supports and inproves, student achi evenent and
i ncludes an eval uation conponent. The initial plan shall be
anended or replaced at | east once every five years and a copy
of the initial plan, subsequent amendnents to the plan, and
repl acenents of the initial plan shall be sent to the
appropriate state agencies. Progress nade under the plan
toward preparing students to attain student achi evenent goal s
shal|l be reported annually to the appropriate state agencies.
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