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HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. /gé

BY FALLON
{COMPANICN TO LSB 4412SS BY SZYMONIAX;
A House Resolution congratulating Ms. Ruth Ann Gaines

for being named the Iowa Teacher of the Year for 1968.

WHEREAS, Ms. Ruth Ann Gaines earned her
undergraduate degree from Clark College in Dubugue and
her master’'s degree from the University of California
at Santa Barbara; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gaines has worked as a drama teacner
at East High School in Des Moines for 27 years; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gaines created a high school mime
troupe "Scarlet Vibrations' and an award-winnling

performance group "Voices of Change,"” the student
members of which write and perform nationglliy on
diversity-related topics; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gaines seeks oul students who are
academically or personally at-risk, encouraging the
students to jeoin the drama program as a means to build
seif-esteem, and as a result of her efforts, more
students are enrolled in the East High School drama
program than are enrclled in any other Des Moines highn
school drama program; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gaines believes thait teaching is an
art form and daily crafts an atmosphere where each
student can achieve their full potential; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Gailnes has been an activist for
cultural ang racial understanding, creating both &
student and a teacher “leadership council" and

conducting numerous workshops for fellow teachers on
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the lssues of culiural awareness andé diversity; and

WHEREAS, Ms, Gaines was nominated for Teacher o©f
tne Year bv the Principal ¢f East High Schcol and was
selected for the award by a panel of judges composed
of representatives from the Iowa Degartment of
Education, the lowa State Zcucaticn Asscciavion. thea

Adminisirators cf Iowa, the Parent Tezoner

\ssociaticn, and other professionais; and

UEREAS, as Icowa's Teacner of the Year, Ms. Gain2s

15 granted a one-year sabbatical to visit

agducstion organizations netionally selecited Ms.

Gaires [rem among the teachers of the ysar in each of
the 50 states t¢ be cre of four finalists ZIZor 18928
Nallocnal Teacher of the Year, to be announced in April

bv cwne President of the United States; NOW

RESOLVED BY THE HZQUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES:
That the House ¢f Represencatives noners Xs. Ruth Ann
Galnes of East High School ia Des Moines for her
axemplary work in educaticn, applauds her 2iforts andg
achievements in bringing cut the best in East Hign
Scheol's students, and congratulates her for ner
cutstandaing acccrpliishment in being named the Iowa
Teacher of the Year for 1%%8.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an ocificial copy of
tnis Resclution be prepared [or presentation to Ms.

Ruth Ann Gaines.
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