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Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

HOUSE JO:NT RFSOLrJTION __ lf 
BY MASCHER and VANDE HO~F 

Passed Senate, Da~e 

Vote: Ayes .. Nays 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 

l A Joint Resolution recognizing the fossil crinoid as the stale 

2 fossil. 

3 WHEREAS, the study of fossils contained in sedimentary rock 

4 formations in the state provides geologists with evide11Ce of the 

5 geological and paleontological history of the state; and 

6 WHEREAS, fossils of crinoids, narine invertebrates whic!1 live 

7 in all depths and temperatures, are abundant in the rock of 

8 marine origin underlying the state, ir1cludinq significant 

9 deposits in the cities of Burlington, Le Grand, and Gilmore City; 

10 and 

ll WHEREAS, the crinoid has survived 475 million years uf earth 

12 his~ory and rem.1ins an active par~ oE the ;,;orld's ocean :life; ann 

l3 WHEREAS, crinoid skeletal fragments make up d siq:1i.fic3nt 

:4 portion of the limestone deposits of Iowa, providing Iowa 

15 industry with the limestone us.-d for road bao;e, as ngr;.culr.ural 

16 lime, as building stone, and as the raw ~aterial for cern·:rlt 

17 including ''portland cement'', which is used to form the mos~ 

18 widely used type of construction cement; ar1d 

19 WHEREAS, in addition to the economic benefits resultinq trom 

20 the presence of fossil crinoids, the crinoid has acso brought 

21 recognition to the state and to c!tizens of lhe state as the 

22 result of the research of both professionais and a:([.Jteurs drld 

23 WHEREAS, three of these rese.1rchers have received recognition 

24 in th<' global scientific community for their cffor:s: Cna:·:cs 



1 Wachs:nut.h (~fl29-~fl96), a Gerr.1a:1 ·. <Unigrant \vhc se:ct:ed at. 

2 Burl~r1gLot1 a11d who, due to his ~ollecting, rescarchi az1d writi~gs 

l regdrding t!le c!:"i:1uiJ, receive<2 ~n 29P')ir.;_me;,i_ t:..: :·he M1~sPun <.)[ 

4 Comparative Zooi.o~y at Harvard U:1~.ve:-s.i.ty; Frani< Spi~g1=>!: {lH48-

5 19271 who, as an attorney practicing in B•rr:ir•gt.orl, became a 

6 friend and co\vorker of CharJes ~Aii:H;hsm;Ith T •• Jit~ t<ihO:lt he p~·oduced 

7 Inany texts on ctinoids and for whom a room.)~ the SmithscJl:a~ 

3 insti~uli.OI1 1s named; and Burnice H. Bean (:879-l9S6} who, 

9 farmer near Le Grand, collecl.ed, studied and wro:.e anout 

lO crinoids, savi~gs thousands of pe~fectly pr~~erved ~ossil 

cl ... ':I 
·' u 

1_1 cr~noids rrom destructlon, thereby provid~ng tJniversities and 

!..7. muse1::ns across the naLion Hi~h exf;lbits of ~hpse spe(;in:P.:ls, 

l~ inr:11rilng a c:Jrrent exhibit a~- t·.he State His::vr:.c.:.;l Btiilding; and 

14 WH~:H~:AS, ~he f~ssil cr~noid, also refe~red to as the sPa lily, 

15 rs a symbol of the state's geological and paleontulogit:al 

16 herttage, has provided econon~.c benefits :o the sta~P as a so~rce 

17 of lirnest.one, and is recognj_zed ~or its completeness and bea;~ty 

18 worldwide; NOW 1'H~R~FORE, 

19 BE rT ENACTEJ 8Y THE GENEHAl. ASS~~BLY Of ·rHE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section 1. The fossil crino1d s~all offic1ally l>e 

2 designated as th•• state fossil of Iov;a. 

3 sec. 2. In corrune:noration oE the naming o[ tt:P fossi.l 

4 crtnoid as the state fossil, the citizens of the state are 

5 encouraged to tour the cur~ent exhibit at the state historical 

6 btJilding entitled ''Flowers of the Iowa Seas'' which includes 

J specimens of fossil crinoids and examples of a variety of olher 

8 former and current inhabitants of Iowa's seas. 

9 Sec. 3. The edition of the Iowa official register snall 

iO 1nclude an appropriate illustration of the fossil crinoiJ, 

ll accompanied by st.:itable text in thf> section de•;oLed to thP 

12 state flower, statf> bird, state rock, and sta~e tree. 

13 SXPLANA'IION 

14 This resoliition proposes the offic1al designation of Lhe 

.i.5 fossil crinoid as the state fossil. The re~.olution de::icribPs 

16 the way in which the fossil crinoid has benefited the slate, 

17 includ1ng the fossil's eco:Jom;c and acst!H:".ic benef;:s, a:od 

lR enco:..:rages t.he citizens of IO\·ia to tour the.· c·.~r!"Pnt f·xhiOi~ at 

l9 the state historical bu1lding entitled ''Flo~c'~~ of rh~ 'Gwa 

20 SPas'' in recogr1i~ion of the naming of the foss1l crinc1i<! as the 

~l state fossil. The edition of tt:e Iowa official reqist~pr 15 

22 a:so to include a~ appropriate illi;stration of the ~os~;il 

2.1 crinoid acccrrpar.ied by suitable text in t:10 sect:.on rip·:·)LE'd to 

tl1e state's other official sy~bols. 24 
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