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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 

l A Joint Resolution propos1ng an amendment to the Constitution of 

2 the State of Iowa to eliminate the limitation on fines for 

3 offenses which may be summarily tried without indictment. 

4 BE 17 RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.J.R. _____ .H • .; • R • _jf)__ 

l Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of 

2 the State of Iowa is proposed: 

3 Section 11, ~nnumbered paragraph 1, Article I of the Con-

4 stitution of the State of Iowa, is amended to read as follows: 

5 All offenee"" of~nses less than felony and in which the 

6 ~~ni""hment-doe~-Mot-e~eeed-a-Eine-of-oMe-htlndred-doiia~""•-or 

7 maxi~um permissible imprisonment fo~ does not exceed thirty 

8 days, shall be tried summarcly before a-jtl""tiee-of-the-~eaee 1 

9 or-ether an office~ authorized by law, on information under 

10 oath, without ~nd'ctment, or the intervention of a grand jury, 

ll sav;.r:g to the defendant the right of appeal; a:1d no person 

12 shall be t:e ld to answer for any higher criminal eEEenee 

l3 £tf_e_t:l_SC, unless on presentment or indictment by a grand jury, 

14 except in cases ar1s1ng in the army, or navy, or in the 

15 militia, when in actual service, in time of war or public 

16 danger. 

l 7 Sec. 2. The 

18 Constitc:tion of 

foregoing 

the State 

proposed amendment to the 

of Iowa, having been adopted and 

19 agreed to by the Seventy-sixth Genera:. Assembly, 1996 Session, 

20 therea~ter duly pubiished, and now adopted and agreed to by the 

21 SeveJity-sever.th General Assembly in this Joint Resolution, 

22 shal] be submit~ed to the people of the State of Iowa a= the 

23 geiieral election :II November of the year nineteen hundred 

24 ninety-eight iii the manner required by the Constitution and 

25 laws of the State of Iowa. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This Jo~nt Resolution removes the $!00 limitation on simple 

28 misdemeanors current:y in the state Constitution. The Jo~n~ 

29 Resolution was approved by the 76th Gene!a~ Asse~bly as HJR 11 

JO durir.g the 1996 Session. If approved by the 77th General 

31 Assemb:y during the 1997 or 1998 Session, :he proposed 

32 amendment will be submitted to the voters at the 1998 general 

:n election. 
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Approved 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 

1 A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 
2 the State of Iowa to eliminate the limitation on fines for 
3 offenses which may be summarily tried without indictment. 
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S.F. ____ H. F. 

1 Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of 

2 the State of Iowa is proposed: 

3 Section 11, unnumbered paragraph 1, Article I of the Con-

4 stitution of the State of Iowa, is amended to read as follows: 

5 All offe~ee~ offenses less than felony and in which the 

6 pttn±~hme~~-eoes-not-e~eeee-a-f±ne-of-one-nttndred-do%%ar~7-or 

7 maximum permissible imprisonment £or does not exceed thirty 

8 days, shall be tried summarily before a-;tt~~±ee-of-~ne-peaee7 
9 or-oener an officer authorized by law, on information under 

10 oath, without indictment, or the intervention of a grand jury, 

ll saving to the defendant the right of appeal; and no person 

12 shall be held to answer for any higher criminal offenee 
13 offense, unless on presentment or indictment by a grand jury, 

14 except in cases arising in the army, or navy, or in the 

15 militia, when in actual service, in time of war or public 

16 danger. 

17 Sec. 2. The foregoing proposed amendment to the 

18 Constitution of the State of Iowa, having been adopted and 

19 agreed to by the Seventy-sixth General Assembly, 1996 Session, 

20 thereafter duly published, and now adopted and agreed to by 

21 the Seventy-seventh General Assembly in this Joint Resolution, 

22 shall be submitted to the people of the State of Iowa at the 

23 general election in November of the year nineteen hundred 

24 ninety-eight in the manner required by the Constitution and 
25 laws of the State of Iowa. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This Joint Resolution removes the $100 limitation on simple 

28 misdemeanors currently in the state Constitution. The Joint 

29 Resolution was approved by the 76th General Assembly as HJR 11 

30 during the 1996 Session. If approved by the 77th General 

31 Assembly during the 1997 or 1998 Session, the proposed 

32 amendment will be submitted to the voters at the 1998 general 
33 election. 
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!lOUSE JOHH RESOLUTION . 0 

A JO I ll r H J.:SOt..U1' l ON 

PIW?OSI .. G AN A.~::~lllMl':N1' TO 'rilE CONS7l'TU7ION Of -nn: S';'A'rf. 

OJI' IOW\ 'i'<) C:I,IHWATJ: fHI: I.IMITAT!Ot.' ON ;-tNt-:S FOR 

OFTJ::NSf.S WIICII MAY HI:: SUHHARIL\' ~!'RU:D 1-.Tl't!OU'I- lN[JICTIU:NT. 

Bl:: I't RI:SOI.-Vt-:ll f!."i 1'HF (;cm:RAI. ASSI:MBL'i 01' TEE STAn: or IOWA: 

Section l. 7h(.• follm:inq arn('ndment to the Constitution of 

t.ht• St,\t(' of lo"''d i~ pt(lj)Ofi.Pd: 

Secticn !1, unnllwbercrl p~ragraph 1, Article I of the Con

stitution of the Stat~ of Iowa, IS amcr.d~d to read as follo~s: 

All o~f~rte!!~ of~~nse~ lcs,; t.hcw felony and in which t.h~ 

p~n~5h~~n~ ·do~~-rtot-exe~ed-ft-f~n~··of-ene-h~ndred-dol~ftr~~ ·~r 

maximurn P.~.rmifisi~!.£ imprisonnent for ~(_l_l!::!_l}.:?.t e:o;_~_!~~~d thirty 

days 1 s"n.1ll be tti~d r.urrun;uily be(orc n·iu~t:::ee-ef··~l':e-~e~eer 

or-ot:he!" ~.n o(ficcl· auttlorizP.d by la·~·, on ir~formation 11ndt.•1 

o~t.t-•• without ~cdir::t.-nPnt, or th~ intL•tv(•nt:i~,n of a qr<lr.d jury, 

aoving t.o the d.:-fendant the right of apfL~31; ,1nd no pcr~on 

shall hP. t~t.-ld to .1nswcr for any high.:-r cr i:ninal !"Jff~rtee 

11_fJ.t·~~"~· \:nlt~as on pn.·r~e:-~t.ment or indictment by a qrand ;ury, 

except 1n r::aR~s ar1s1~q in the army, or navy, or in the 

mil it i.l, •..then in cH:tuc11 servic-e, in t.ime of ..,.,H o~ putllic 

r.anqer. 

Sec. 2. Tht' for~1uin9 prop•)aed a:nend.~~~nt t:> the 

Constitution ot the Stdte llf Iowa, l1dvinq been adopted and 

<OIJP~ed to by t!lt.' $(•vt::nt,-sixth Gt~n•~ra.i A~;!;t;!:n"bly, 1996 Sess1on, 

tt·.t.·i'o_•aft.Pr duly 1)\<hlir.l"ll~d. and now .vlopt.E!d c~.nr. .1g~e(•d •.o by 

~:he Spvrnt.y-~e~~~t.h Gcn(~~al hs9c~b~y in th1s Jcin: Resolutllln, 

s·n,'lll lie r;·.Jbmi-tcd t.o ~h~~ p~ot--1("! of :he Stdt~ ot l1J'.:,, .1~ tt~e 

• • 
llous.c ,J?inl Hcsol\;t.ion 10, p. 2 

general election in Novcrober of th~ y~ar nin~t~en h11ndred 

run•.•ty··eiqht in the t"'dr.ner requirerl by Ulf!' Con:.;titution and 

laws of the State of Iowa. 

RON J, CORB~:n' 

SpP.<lkcr of ttlt' lh1usr~ 

~.AR'i }L KRA.'-!~R 

Pre!" idL•nt of the S•~nate 

I hereby cert.ify that thi~ bill originaled in t.l1e Hous~ dll~ 

ts known ~s HOIJGe Joint Resol11t.ion 10, Scventy-s~v•r1th Gen~rdl 

Ar.:.embly. 

l'.Ll7.ABf'~·i'!l ISAACSO~ 

ChiPf Clerk 11f the llou~e 
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