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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to child abuse information and the central 

2 

3 

4 BE 

registry for child abuse information maintained by the 

department of human services and providing an effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
HOUSE FILE 698 

H-1470 
1 Amend House File 698 as follows: 
2 1. By striking page 2, line 21, through page 3, 
3 line 22. 
4 2. By striking page 17, line 11, through page 18, ~ 
5 line 12. 
6 3. By renumbering as necessary. ~ 

By DODERER of Johnson 
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HOUSE FILE 698 
H-1499 

1 Amend the amendment, H-1487, to House File 698 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 41, by striking the word "twelve-
4 month" and inserting the following: "eighteen-month". 
5 2. Page 2, line 42, by inserting after the word 
6 "child." the following: "The group shall include but 
7 is not limited to members of the child death review 
8 team." 

By BRAND of Tama BURNETT of Story 
MURPHY of Dubuque MARTIN of Scott 

H-1499 FILED APRIL 1, 1997 
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S.F. H.F. ~3TMIACJ3R 

1 DIVISION I 

2 CHILD ABUSE REGISTRY 

3 Section 1. Section 232.70, subsection 4, Code 1997, is 

4 amended to read as follows: 

5 4. ~he Upon receipt of a report the department o£-h~men 

6 ~erv±ee~ shall do all of the following: 

7 a. Immediately, upon receipt of an oral report, make a 

8 determination as to whether the report constitutes an 

9 allegation of child abuse as defined in section 232.687~ 

10 b.--Meke-e-repor~-~o-~he-een~rel-reg±~~ry-i£-~he-orel 

11 report-he~-been-de~ermined-to-eon~tittlte-e-ehild-abtl~e 

12 ellega~ion7 

13 e.--Porward-a-eopy-o£-the-written-repor~-~o-~he-regi~~ry7 

14 and 

15 d• b. Notify the appropriate county attorney of the 

16 receipt of eny the report. 

17 Sec~ 2. Section 232.71, subsections 7, 8, and 9, Code 

18 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

19 7. The department, upon completion of its investigation, 

20 shall make a preliminary report of its investigation a~ 

21 reqtl±red containing the information required by subsection 2. 

22 A copy of this report shall be transmitted to juvenile court 

23 within four regular working days after the department 

24 initially receives the abuse report unless the juvenile court 

25 grants an extension of time for good cause shown. If the 

26 preliminary report is not a complete report, a complete report 

27 shall be filed within ten working days of the receipt of the 

28 abuse report, unless the juvenile court grants an extension of 

29 time for good cause shown. If required under section 232.71D, 

1 
30 the report of the investigation shall be placed in the central 

31 registry. The department shall notify a subject of the report 

3~ ~f the result of the investigation, of the subject's right to 
"'c 

33 correct the-information pursuant to section 235A.l9, and of 

34 the pro'cedures to correct the information. The juvenile court 

35 shall notify the registry department of any action it ta~es 
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1 with respect to a suspected case of child abuse. 

2 8.--Phe-department-of-h~man--~er~iee~-~hall-tran~mit-a-eopy 

3 of-the-report-of-it~-in~esti9ation 7-ineltlding-aetions-ta~en-or 

4 eontemplated7-to-the-registry.--Phe-department-of-h~man 

5 ~er~iee~-~hall-ma~e-periodie-follow-~p-report~-thereafter-in-a 

6 manner-pre~eribed-by-the-re9istry-so-that-the-re9±~try-i~-kept 

7 ~p-to-date-and-ftllly-informed-eoneerning-the-handtin9-of-a 

8 ~tl~peeted-ea~e-of-ehitd-ab~~e. 

9 9 8. The department of-htlman-~erviee~ shall also transmit 

10 a copy of the report of its investigation to the county 

11 attorney. The county attorney shall notify the re9i~try 

12 department office which transmitted the report to the county 

13 attorney of any actions or contemplated actions with respect 

14 to a ~~~peeted alleged case of child abuse so that the 

15 regi~try department office is kept up-to-date and fully 

16 informed concerning the handling of ~tleh-a the case. If the 

17 report was placed in the central registry in accordance with 

18 section 232.710, the department office shall notify the 

19 registry of any actions or contemplated actions by the county 

20 attorney concerning the report. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 232.71, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

22 the following new subsection: 

23 NEW SUBSECTION. 18. a. For the purposes of this 

24 subsection, "petechia" means a pinpoint, round, nonraised, 

25 purplish-red hemorrhage in the skin. 

26 b. Unless otherwise prohibited under section 234.40 or 

27 280.21, the reasonable and moderate use of physical discipline 

28 or corporal punishment by a child's parent, guardian, or 

29 custodian for purposes of restraining or correcting the child 

30 shall not be determined to be child abuse. The age, physical 

31 size, and condition of the child, the location of any injury, 

32 and the frequency and recurrence of any injury shall be 

33 considered when determining whether an injury resulted from 

34 the reasonable and moderate use of physical discipline or 

35 corporal punishment by a child's parent, guardian, or 
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1 custodian. 

2 Unless determined to be the result of physical discipline 

3 or corporal punishment that was not reasonable or moderate, 

4 the presence of a bruise, petechia, or other superficial mark 

5 which does not constitute a more significant injury, even if 

6 the bruise, petechia, or other superficial mark exists for 

7 more than twenty-four hours, shall not be determined to be 

8 child abuse. 

9 c. Acts of physical discipline or corporal punishment 

10 which are not reasonable and moderate and which produce an 

11 indicator of injury include but are not limited to any of the 

12 following: 

13 (1) Throwing, kicking, burning, biting, or cutting a 

14 child. 

15 (2) Striking a child with a closed fist. 

16 (3) Striking or other action that results in a 

17 nonaccidental injury to a child who is less than eighteen 

18 months of age. 

19 (4) Interfering with a child's breathing. 

20 (5) Threatening a child with a dangerous weapon. 

21 (6) Doing any other act that is likely to cause and does 

22 cause bodily injury greater than transient pain. 

23 Sec. 4. Section 232.71A, subsection 7, Code 1997, is 

24 amended by striking the subsection. 

25 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 232.71D FOUNDED CHILD ABUSE --

26 CENTRAL REGISTRY. 

27 1. The requirements of this section shall apply to child 

28 abuse information in the report of an investigation performed 

29 in accordance with section 232.71 or in the report of an 

30 assessment performed in accordance with section 232.71A. 

31 2. If the department determines the child suffered 

32 significant injury or was placed in great risk of injury, the 

33 name of the child and the alleged perpetrator of the child 

34 abuse shall be placed in the central registry as a case of 

35 founded child abuse. Any of the following shall be considered 
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1 to be an indicator that the child suffered significant injury 

2 or was placed in great risk of injury: 

3 a. The case was referred for juvenile or criminal court 

4 action as a result of the acts or omissions of the alleged 

5 perpetrator. 

6 b. In the opinion of a health practitioner or mental 

7 health professional, the injury to the child was a result of 

8 the acts or omissions of the alleged perpetrator and required 

9 or should have required medical or mental health treatment. 

10 c. The department receives a subsequent report and 

11 determines that the child suffered significant injury or was 

12 placed in great risk of injury due to the acts or omissions of 

13 the same alleged perpetrator. 

14 d. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

15 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

16 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "b", involving mental 

17 injury. 

18 e. The department determines the acts or omissions meet 

19 the definition of child abuse under section 232.68, subsection 

20 2, paragraph "c''i and the alleged perpetrator of the acts or 

21 omissions is age fourteen or older. However, the juvenile 

22 court may order the removal from the central registry of the 

23 name of an alleged perpetrator placed in the registry pursuant 

24 to this paragraph who is age fourteen through seventeen upon a· 
25 finding of good cause. The name of an alleged perpetrator who 

26 is less than age fourteen shall not be placed in the central 

27 registry pursuant to this paragraph. 

28 f. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

29 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

30 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph ''d", involving failure 

31 to provide care necessary for the child's health and welfare 

32 in any of the following ways: 

33 

34 

35 

( 1) 

( 2) 

( 3) 

Failure 

Failure 

Failure 

to provide 

to provide 

to provide 

adequate food and nutrition. 

adequate shelter. 

adequate health care. 

-4-



S.F. H.F. 

1 (4) Failure to provide adequate mental health care. 

2 (5) Gross failure to meet emotional needs. 

3 (6) Failure to respond to an infant's life-threatening 

4 condition. 

5 g. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

6 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

7 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "e", involving 

8 prostitution. 

9 h. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

10 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

11 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "f", involving the 

12 presence of an illegal drug. 

13 i. The alleged abuse took place under the care of a 

14 licensed, registered, regulated, or unregistered child day 

15 care provider. 

16 j. The department determines the alleged perpetrator of 

17 the child abuse will continue to pose a danger to the child 

18 who is the subject of the report of child abuse or to another 

19 child with whom the alleged perpetrator may come into contact. 

20 3. If child abuse information is placed in the central 

21 registry in accordance with this section, the department shall 

22 make periodic follow-up reports in a manner prescribed by the 

23 registry so that the registry is kept up-to-date and fully 

24 informed concerning the case. 

25 4. In any other case, the child abuse information in the 

26 report of an investigation or an assessment shall not be 

27 placed in the central registry and notwithstanding chapter 22, 

28 the confidentiality of the information shall be maintained in 

29 accordance with chapter 235A. 

30 Sec. 6. Section 235A.l5, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

31 follows: 

32 235A.l5 AUTHORIZED ACCESS -- PROCEDURES INVOLVING OTHER 

33 STATES. 

34 1. Notwithstanding chapter 22, the confidentiality of all 

35 child abuse information shall be maintained, except as 
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1 specifically provided by subsection 2, 3, or 4. 

2 2. Access to child abuse information other-then-tln£otlnded 

3 ehitd-ebtl~e-in£ormation is authorized only to the following 

4 persons or entities: 

5 a. Subjects of a report as follows: 

6 (1) To a child named in a report as a victim of abuse or 

7 to the child's attorney or guardian ad litem. 

8 (2) To a parent or to the attorney for the parent of a 

9 child named in a report as a victim of abuse. 

10 (3) To a guardian or legal custodian, or that person's at-

11 torne~, of a child named in a report as a victim of abuse. 

12 (4) To a person or the attorney for the person named in a 

13 report as having abused a child. 

14 b. Persons involved in an investigation of child abuse as 

15 follows: 

16 (1) To a health practitioner or mental health professional 

17 who is examining, attending, or treating a child whom such 

18 practitioner or professional believes or has reason to believe 

19 has been the victim of abuse or to a health practitioner or 

20 mental health professional whose consultation with respect to 

21 a child believed to have been the victim of abuse is requested 

22 by the department. 

23 (2) To an employee or agent of the department of human 

24 services responsible for the investigation of a child abuse 

25 report. 

26 (3) To a law enforcement officer responsible for assisting 

27 in an investigation of a child abuse allegation or for the 

28 temporary emergency removal of a child from the child's home. 

29 (4) To a multidisciplinary team, if the department of 

30 human services approves the composition of the 

31 multidisciplinary team and determines that access to the team 

32 is necessary to assist the department in the investigation, 

33 diagnosis, assessment, and disposition of a child abuse case. 

34 (5) In an individual case, to the mandatory reporter who 

35 reported the child abuse. 
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1 (6) To the county attorn~-~ 
2 ( 7) To thUI.}Venile court. 

3 (8) To a licensing authority for a facility providing care 

4 to a child named in a report, if the licensing authority is 

5 notified of a relationship between facility policy and the 
6 alleged child abuse under section 232.71, subsection 4. 

7 (9) To a person or agency responsible for the care or 

8 supervision of a child named in a report as a victim of abuse 

9 or a person named in a report as having abused a child, if the 

10 juvenile court or department deems access to child abuse 

11 information by the person or agency to be necessary. 

12 c. Individuals, agencies, or facilities providing care to 

13 a child, but only with respect to disposition data for cases 

14 of founded child abuse placed in the central registry in 

15 accordance with section 232.710 as follows: 

16 flt--~o-a-lieen~ing-atlehoriey-for-a-faei%ity-pro~±ding-eare 

17 to-a-ehild-named-in-a-report 7 -i£-the-lieensing-atlehority-is 

18 noei£±ed-of-a-relat±on~hip-between-£ae±%ity-poliey-and-ehe 

19 eh±ld-abtl~e-Hnder-seee±on-~3~.71,-~tlbseet±on-4. 

20 t~t--~o-an-aHthor±zed-per~on-or-ageney-re~pons±ble-£or-the 

21 eare-or-stlper~is±on-o£-a-eh±ld-named-±n-a-report-as-a-~ietim 

22 of-ab~~e-or-a-person-named-±n-a-report-as-ha~±ng-abtlsed-a 

23 eh±ld,-if-ehe-jtl~en±le-eotlre-or-re9±sery-deems-aeeess-eo-eh±ld 

24 abtl~e-±nformae±on-by-stleh-per~on-or-ageney-to-be-neees~ary. 

25 f3t 1!1 To an employee or agent of the department of human 
26 services responsible for registering or licensing or approving 

27 the registration or licensing of an agency or facility, or to 

28 an individual providing care to a child and regulated by the 

29 department. 

30 f4t ~ To an employee of the department of human services 

31 responsible for an adoptive placement, a certified adoption 

32 investigator, or licensed child placing agency responsible for 

33 an adoptive placement. 

34 fSt ill To an administrator of a psychiatric medical 

35 institution for children licensed under chapter 135H. 
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1 t6t 1!1 To an administrator of a child foster care 

2 facility licensed under chapter 237 if the information 

3 concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

4 by the facility. 

5 t7t ~ To an administrator of a child day care facility 

6 registered or licensed under chapter 237A if the information 

7 concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

8 by or living in the facility. 

9 f8t ~ To the superintendent of the Iowa braille and 

10 sight saving school if the information concerns a person 

ll employed or being considered for employment or living in the 

12 school. 

13 t9t 111 To the superintendent of the school for the deaf 

14 if the information concerns a person employed or being 

15 considered for employment or living in the school. 

16 f%9t ~ To an administrator of a community mental health 

17 center accredited under chapter 230A if the information 

18 concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

19 by the center. 

20 f!!t 121 To an administrator of a facility or program 

21 operated by the state, a city, or a county which provides 

22 services or care directly to children, if the information 

23 concerns a person employed by or being considered for 

24 employment by the facility or program. 

25 t±~t 1lQl To an administrator of an agency certified by 

26 the department of human services to provide services under a 

27 medical assistance home and community-based services waiver, 

28 if the information concerns a person employed by or being 

29 considered by the agency for employment. 

30 t±3t 1!!1 To the administrator of an agency providing 

31 mental health, mental retardation, or developmental disability 

32 services under a county management plan developed pursuant to 

33 section 331.439, if the information concerns a person employed 

34 by or being considered by the agency for employment. 

35 d. Relating to judicial and administrative proceedings as 

-8-
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1 follows: 

2 (1) To a juvenile court involved in an adjudication or 

3 disposition of a child named in a report. 

4 (2) To a district court upon a finding that information is 

5 necessary for the resolution of an issue arising in any phase 

6 of a case involving child abuse. 

7 (3) To a court or administrative agency hearing an appeal 

8 for correction of child abuse information as provided in 

9 section 235A.l9. 

10 (4) To an expert witness at any stage of an appeal 

11 necessary for correction of child abuse information as 

12 provided in section 235A.l9. 

13 (5) To a probation or parole officer, juvenile court 

14 officer, or adult correctional officer having custody or 

15 supervision of, or conducting an investigation for a court or 

16 the board of parole regarding, a person named in a report as a 

17 victim of child abuse or as having abused a child. 

18 e. Others as follows: 

19 (1) To a person conducting bona fide research on child 

20 abuse, but without information identifying individuals named 

21 in a child abuse report, unless having that information open 

22 to review is essential to the research or evaluation and the 

23 authorized registry officials give prior written approval and 

24 the child, the child's guardian or guardian ad litem and the 

25 person named in a report as having abused a child give 

26 permission to release the information. 

27 (2) To registry or department personnel when necessary to 

28 the performance of their official duties or to a person or 

29 agency under contract with the department to carry out 

30 official duties and functions of the registry. 

31 (3) To the department of justice for the sole purpose of 

32 the filing of a claim for restitution or compensation pursuant 

33 to section 910A.5 and section 912.4, subsections 3 through 5. 

34 Information provided pursuant to this subparagraph is subject 

35 to the provisions of section 912.10. 
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1 (4) To a legally constituted child protection agency of 

2 another state which is investigating or treating a child named 

3 in a report as having been abused or which is investigating or 

4 treating a person named as having abused a child. 

5 tSt--~o-a-ptlb!±e-or-!ie~n~~d-ehi!d-p!aei~~-a~~~ey-of 

6 another-~tat~-r~~pon~ib!~-for-an-adopti~e-or-fo~t~r-eare 

7 pr~p!ae~ment-or-p!ae~m~~t-e~aitlatio~. 

8 t6t ~ To the attorney for the department of human 

9 services who is responsible for representing the department. 

10 f. Others but only with respect to disposition data for 

11 cases of founded child abuse placed in the central registry 

12 Eursuant to section 232.710 as follows: 

13 (1) To a public or licensed child-placing agency of 

14 another state responsible for an adoptive or foster care 

15 preplacement or placement evaluation. 

16 t1t ~ To the state and local citizen foster care review 

17 boards created pursuant to sections 237.16 and 237.19. 

18 t8t ill To an employee or agent of the department of human 

19 services regarding a person who is providing child day care if 

20 the person is not registered or licensed to operate a child 

21 day care facility. 

22 t9t 1!1 To the board of educational examiners created 

23 under chapter 272 for purposes of determining whether a 

24 practitioner's license should be denied or revoked. 

25 f!9t ~ To a legally constituted child protection agency 

26 in another state if the agency is conducting a records check 

27 of a person who is providing care or has applied to provide 

28 care to a child in the other state. 

29 flit 1§1 To the legally authorized protection and advocacy 

30 agency recognized in section 135C.2, if a person identified in 

31 the information as a victim or a perpetrator of abuse resides 

32 in or receives services from a facility or agency because the 

33 person is diagnosed as having a developmental disability or a 

34 mental illness. 

35 ti~t 111 To the department of human services for a record 
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1 check relating to employment or residence pursuant to section 

2 218.13. 

3 fl3t ~ To an administrator of a child day care resource 

4 and referral agency which has entered into an agreement 

5 authorized by the department to provide child day care 

6 resource and referral services. Access is authorized if the 

7 information concerns a person providing child day care 

8 services or a person employed by a provider of such services 

9 and the agency includes the provider as a referral or the 

10 provider has requested to be included as a referral. 

11 fl4t 121 To the Iowa board for the treatment of sexual 

12 abusers for purposes of certifying sex offender treatment 

13 providers. 

14 tlSt llQl To a person who submits written authorization 

15 from an individual allowing the person access to information 

16 pursuant to this subsection on behalf of the individual in 

17 order to verify whether the individual is named in a founded 

18 child abuse report as having abused a child. 

19 3.--Aeee~~-eo-ttnfoHnded-eh~ld-Bbtt~e-~nro~mBt~on-~~ 

20 aHthor~zed-only-eo-eho~e-pe~~on~-~dent~f~ed-~n-~Hb~eee~on-~, 

21 pa~agrBph-uBu,-pa~Bg~aph-ubu,-~ttbpB~ag~Bph~-t~t-and-tSt,-Bnd 

22 pa~BgrBph-ueu 7-~ttbpB~B9~Bph-t~t,-Bnd-eo-ehe-depB~tmene-of 

23 jH~t~ee-fo~-ptt~po~e~-of-ehe-e~~me-v~et~m-eompensBt~on-p~og~Bm 

24 ~n-Beeo~dBnee-w~eh-~eee~on-9l~.la. 

25 4 3. Access to founded child abuse information placed in 

26 the central registry pursuant to section 232.710 is authorized 

27 to the department of personnel or to the personnel office of a 

28 public employer, as defined in section 20.3, as necessary for 

29 presentation in grievance or arbitration procedures provided 

30 for in sections l9A.l4 and 20.18. Child abuse information 

31 introduced into a grievance or arbitration proceeding shall 

32 not be considered a part of the public record of a case. 

33 4. a. If a child who is a legal resident of another state 

34 is present in this state and a report of child abuse is made 

35 concerning the child, the department shall act to ensure the 
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1 safety of the child. The department shall contact the child's 

2 state of legal residency to coordinate the investigation of 

3 the report. If the child's state of residency refuses to 

4 conduct an investigation, the department shall commence an 

5 appropriate investigation. 

6 b. If a report of child abuse is made concerning an 

7 alleged perpetrator who resides in this state and a child who 

8 resides in another state, the department shall assist the 

9 child's state of residency in conducting an investigation of 

10 the report. The assistance shall include but is not limited 

11 to an offer to interview the alleged perpetrator and any other 

12 relevant source. If the child's state of residency refuses to 

13 conduct an investigation of the report, the department shall 

14 commence an appropriate investigation. The department shall 

15 seek to develop protocols with states contiguous to this state 

16 for coordination in the investigation of a report of child 

17 abuse when a person involved with the report is a resident of 

18 another state. 

19 Sec. 7. Section 235A.l7, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

20 amended to read as follows: 

21 2. The department of human services may notify orally the 

22 mandatory reporter in an individual child abuse case of the 

23 results of the case investigation and of the confidentiality 

24 provisions of sections 235A.l5 and 235A.21. The department 

25 shall subsequently transmit a written notice to the mandatory 

26 reporter of the results and confidentiality provisions. A If 

27 the child abuse information has been placed in the registry as 

28 founded child abuse pursuant to section 232.71D, a copy of the 

29 written notice shall be transmitted to the registry and shall 

30 be maintained by the registry as provided in section 235A.l8. 

31 Otherwise, a copy of the written notice shall be retained by 

32 the department with the case file. 

33 Sec. 8. Section 235A.18, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
34 follows: 

35 235A.l8 SEALING AND EXPUNGEMENT OF FOUNDED CHILD ABUSE 
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1 INFORMATION. 

2 1. Child abuse information relating to a particular case 

3 of alleged abuse which has been determined to be founded child 

4 abuse and placed in the central registry in accordance with 

5 section 232.710 shall be maintained in the registry as 

6 follows: 

7 a. Child abuse information relating to a particular case 

8 of ~tl~peeted alleged child abuse shall be sealed ten years 

9 after the reeeipt initial placement of the i~itial-report-o£ 

10 ~tleh child abuse by information in the registry unless good 

11 cause be shown why the information should remain open to 

12 authorized access. If a subsequent report of a-~tl~peeted an 

13 alleged case of child abuse involving the child named in the 

14 initial report child abuse information as the victim of abuse 

15 or a person named in ~tleh-report the information as having 
16 abused a child is received by the regi~try department within 

17 this ten-year period, the information shall be sealed ten 

18 years after receipt of the subsequent report unless good cause 

19 be shown why the information should remain open to authorized 

20 access. 

21 b. ~he-i~£ormatio~ Information sealed in accordance with 

22 this section shall be expunged from the central registry eight 

23 years after the date the information was sealed. 

24 2. €hild-abtt~e-i~£ormatio~-whieh-ea~~ot-be-determi~ed-by-a 

25 prepo~dera~ee-o£-the-e~±deRee-to-be-fott~ded-or-tt~fottnded-~hall 

26 be-~ealed-o~e-year-after-the-reeeipt-o£-the-i~itial-report-o£ 

27 abtt~e-a~d-e~ptlnged-£i~e-year~-a£ter-the-date-it-wa~-~ealed• 

28 €hild-abtl~e-i~£ormation-whieh-i~-determi~ed-by-a-prepo~deranee 

29 o£-the-e~idenee-to-be-ttRfott~ded-~hall-be-e~pttnged-when-it-i~ 

30 determi~ed-to-be-ttnfotl~ded.--A-report-~hall-be-determi~ed-to 

31 be-tlnfotlnded-a~-a-re~tllt-o£-a~y-o£-the-followi~g~ 

32 a.--~he-i~~e~tigatio~-o£-a-report-o£-~tt~peeted-ehild-abtt~e 

33 by-the-departme~t. 

34 b.--A-~tteee~~£tti-appeai-a~-provided-i~-~eetio~-z35A.l9• 

35 e.--A-eotlrt-fi~di~g-by-a-jtt~eRiie-or-di~triet-eottrt. 
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1 The juvenile or district court and county attorney sh~ll 

2 expunge child abuse information upon notice from the registry. 

3 The supreme court shall prescribe rules esta?li~hing the 

4 period of time child abuse information is retained by the 

5 juvenile and district court. A county attorn~Eall not 

6 retain child abuse information in excess of the ti~eriod 

7 the information would be retained under the rul~rescribed 

8 by the s~reme court. 

9 3. However, if a correction of child abuse information is 

10 requested under section 235A.l9 and the issue is not resolved 

11 at the end of the one-year period, the information shall be 

12 retained until the issue is resolved and if the child abuse 

13 information is not determined to be founded, the information 

14 shall be expunged from the central registry at the appropriate 

15 time under subsection z 1. 

16 4. ~he-reg±~try7-at-lea~t-onee-a-year,-~hall-re~±ew-and 

17 determ±ne-the-ettrrent-~tattts-of-eh±ld-abtt~e-report~-wh±eh-are 

18 transm±tted-or-made-to-the-re9±~try-after-attly-±,-l9T4r-wh±eh 

19 are-at-lea~t-one-year-old-and-±n-eonneet±on-w±th-wh±eh-no 

20 ±n~e~t±9atory-report-has-been-f±led-by-the-department-of-httman 

21 ~erv±ee~-pttr~ttant-to-~eet±on-z3z•Tl.--ff-no-stteh-±nve~t±9atory 

22 report-ha~-been-f±led7-the-re9±~try-shall-reqtte~t-the 

23 department-of-httman-~er~±ee~-to-f±le-a-report.--fn-the-e~ent-a 

24 report-±~-not-f±±ed-w±th±n-n±nety-day~-~ttb~eqttent-to-~tteh-a 

25 reqtte~t,-the-report-and-±nformat±on-relat±n9-thereto-~hal±-be 

26 ~ealed-and-rema±n-~ealed-ttnle~~-900d-eatt~e-be-~hown-why-the 

27 ±nformat±on-shottld-rema±n-open-to-attthor±zed-aeee~~. If 

28 required by this subsection, for child abuse information in 

29 the central registry as of July 1, 1997, the central registry 

30 shall perform a review of the information utilizlng the 

31 requirements for referral of child abuse information to the 

32 central registry as founded child abuse under section 232.710. 

33 If the review indicates the information would not be placed in 

34 the registry as founded child abuse under section 232.710, the 

35 information shall be expunged from the central registry. If 
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1 the review indicates the child abuse information would be 

2 placed in the central registry under section 232.710, the 

3 information shall be subject to the provisions of subsection 

4 1, as to the time period the information is to be retained in 

5 the registry. A review shall be performed under any of the 

6 following conditions: 

7 a. The department is considering the information while 

8 performing a registry check under section 235A.l5. 

9 b. A review is indicated under a procedure for performing 

10 reviews adopted by the department. 

11 5. The department of human services shall adopt rules 
12 establishing the period of time child abuse information which 

13 is not maintained in the central registry is retained by the 

14 department. 

15 Sec. 9. Section 235A.l9, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

16 amended to read as follows: 

17 1. A subject of a child abuse report, as identified in 

18 section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "a", shall have the 

19 right to examine child abuse information ±n-the-~eg±~t~y which 

20 refers to the subject. The ~eg±~t~y department of human 

21 services may prescribe reasonable hours and places of 

22 examination. 

23 Sec. 10. Section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

24 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

25 a. A subject of a child abuse report may file with the 

26 department within six months of the date of the notice of the 

27 results of an investigation required by section 232.71, 

28 subsection 7, or an assessment performed in accordance with 

29 section 232.71A, a written statement to the effect that child 

30 abuse information referring to the subject is in whole or in 

31 part erroneous, and may request a correction of that 

32 information or of the findings of the investigation or 

33 assessment report. The department shall provide the subject 

34 with an opportunity for an evidentiary hearing pursuant to 

35 chapter 17A to correct the information or the findings, unless 
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1 the department corrects the information or findings as 

2 requested. ~he-depa~~men~-~hatt-delay-~he-exptlngemen~-of 

3 info~ma~ion-whieh-i~-no~-dete~mined-~o-be-fotlnded-tln~it-~he 

4 eoneltl~ion-of-a-p~oeeeding-~o-eo~~ee~-~he-informa~ion-or 

5 finding~. The department may defer the hearing until the 

6 conclusion of a pending juvenile or district court case 

7 relating to the information or findings. 

8 Sec. 11. Section 235A.22, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 235A.22 EDUCATION PROGRAM. 

11 The department of human services shall require an 

12 educational program for employees of the regi~~~y department 

13 with access to child abuse information on the proper use and 

14 control of child abuse information. 

15 Sec. 12. Section 235A.23, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

16 follows: 

17 235A.23 REGfS~R¥ REPORTS. 

18 1. The regi~~~y department of human services may compile 

19 statistics, conduct research, and issue reports on child 

20 abuse, provided identifying details of the subject of child 

21 abuse reports are deleted from any report issued. 

22 2. The regi~~ry department shall issue an annual report on 

23 its administrative operation, including information as to the 

24 number of requests for child abuse data, the proportion of 

25 requests attributable to each type of authorized access, the 

26 frequency and nature of irregularities, and other pertinent 

27 matters. 

28 Sec. 13. REGISTRY REVIEWS. A person who is a subject of a 

29 child abuse report which, as of July 1, 1997, is included as 

30 information in the central registry under chapter 235A may 

31 submit a written request for review and expungement of the 

32 information from the central registry which refers to the 

33 person. Child abuse information placed in the central 

34 registry for a circumstance which is listed in section 

35 232.710, subsection 2, as enacted by this Act, is not eligible 
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1 for review. The request must be submitted during the period 

2 beginning July 1, 1997, and ending December 31, 1997. The 

3 department shall perform the review in accordance with the 

4 provisions of section 235A.l8, subsectio11 ~~ as enacted by 

5 this Act. The department shall submit a report to the general 

6 assembly on or before February 1, 1998, indicating the number 

7 of requests received and projecting a time frame to complete 

8 the reviews based upon the usage of specific staffing levels. 

9 DIVISION II 

10 ASSESSMENT-BASED AMENDMENTS -- REPEALS 

11 Sec. 14. Section 232.718, subsection 4, paragraph f, if 

12 enacted by 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, is amended by 

13 striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the 
14 following: 

15 f. For the purposes of this subsection, "petechia" means a 

16 pinpoint, round, nonraised, purplish-red hemorrhage in the 

17 skin. Unless otherwise prohibited under section 234.40 or 

18 280.21, the reasonable and moderate use of physical discipline 

19 or corporal punishment by a child's parent, guardian, or 

20 custodian for purposes of restraining or correcting the child 

21 shall not be determined to be child abuse. The age, physical 

22 size, and condition of the child, the location of any injury, 

23 and the frequency and recurrence of any injury shall be 

24 considered when determining whether an injury resulted from 

25 the reasonable and moderate use of physical discipline or 

26 corporal punishment by a child's parent, guardian, or 

27 custodian. 

28 Unless determined to be the result of physical discipline 

29 or corporal punishment which was not reasonable or moderate, 

30 the presence of a bruise, petechia, or other superficial mark 

31 which does not constitute a more significant injury, even if 

32 the bruise, petechia, or other, superficial mark exists for 

33 more than twenty-four hours, shall not be determined to be 

34 child abuse. Acts of physical discipline or corporal 

35 punishment which are not reasonable and moderate and which 
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1 produce an indicator of injury include but are not limited to 

2 any of the following: 

3 (1) Throwing, kicking, burning, biting, or cutting a 

4 child. 

5 (2) Striking a child with a closed fist. 

6 (3) Striking or other action that results in a 

7 nonaccidental injury to a child who is less than eighteen 

8 months of age. 

9 (4) Interfering with a child's breathing. 

10 (5) Threatening a child with a dangerous weapon. 

11 (6) Doing any other act that is likely to cause and does 

12 cause bodily injury greater than transient pain. 

13 Sec. 15. Section 232.71B, subsection 11, if enacted by 

14 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, is amended by adding the 

15 following new paragraph: 

16 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. The department shall notify the 

17 subjects of the child abuse report, as identified in section 

18 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "a", of the results of the 

19 assessment, of the subject's right, pursuant to section 

20 235A.l9, to correct the child abuse information which refers 

21 to the subject, and of the procedures to correct the 

22 information. 

23 Sec. 16. Section 232.710, subsection 1, as enacted by this 

24 Act, is amended by striking the words "in the report of an 

25 investigation performed in accordance with section 232.71 or". 

26 Sec. 17. Section 232.710, subsection 4, as enacted by this 

27 Act, is amended by striking the words "an investigation or". 

28 Sec. 18. EFFECTIVE DATE. Enactment of this division of 

29 this Act is contingent upon the enactment of 1997 Iowa Acts, 

30 Senate File 230. If Senate File 230 is enacted, this division 

31 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1998. 

32 EXPLANATION 

33 This bill relates to the central registry for child abuse 

34 information in the department of human services by providing 

35 criteria for the types of information to be placed in the 
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1 registry and providing for the time period information is 

2 maintained. 

3 Code section 232.70, relating to the reporting procedure 

4 for child abuse, is amended to provide that upon receipt of a 

5 child abuse report, the department does not automatically 

6 forward the report to the central child abuse registry. 

7 Code section 232.71, relating to child abuse 

8 investigations, is amended to provide that only serious cases 

9 of child abuse are placed in the central registry following an 

10 investigation, as provided in new Code section 232.710 which 

11 appears later in the bill. Requirements for provision of 

12 follow-up information when a report is placed in the central 

13 registry are shifted to new Code section 232.710. 

14 Code section 232.71 is amended with a new subsection 

15 outlining the process to be used by the department in 

16 conducting an investigation in response to a child abuse 

17 report. The new language instructs the department that unless 

18 prohibited by law, reasonable and moderate use of physical 

19 discipline or corporal punishment by a child's parent, 

20 guardian, or custodian for purposes of restraining or 

21 correcting the child shall not be determined to be child 

22 abuse. Code section 234.40 prohibits the use of corporal 

23 punishment by a foster parent and Code section 280.21 

24 prohibits the use of corporal punishment by school employees. 

25 The bill includes a list of acts which produce an indicator of 

26 injury and which are not to be considered as reasonable and 

27 moderate use of physical discipline or corporal punishment. 

28 In division II of the bill the same language replaces language 

29 in new Code section 232.71B, in Senate File 230, if enacted. 

30 Under Senate File 230, if enacted, section 232.71 will be 

31 repealed July 1, 1998. The replaced provision instructs the 

32 department that corporal punishment by the person responsible 

33 for the care of a child which does not result in a physical 

34 injury to the child shall not be considered child abuse. 

35 Code section 232.71A, relating to assessments performed by 
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1 the department in response to a report of child abuse, is 

2 amended to strike the subsection relating to placement of 

3 founded child abuse information in the central child abuse 

4 registry. The stricken language is replaced in new Code 

5 section 232.710. 

6 New Code section 232.710 provides that following either an 

7 investigation or an assessment, if the department determines a 

8 child suffered significant injury or was placed in great risk· 

9 of injury, the child abuse information is transmitted to the 

10 central child abuse registry. Any of the following shall be 

11 considered an indicator that the child has suffered 

12 significant injury or was placed in great risk of injury: 

13 referral of the case for juvenile or criminal court action, 

14 the injury to the child required or should have required 

15 medical or mental health treatment, a subsequent report is 

16 made and the department determines the child suffered 

17 significant injury or was placed in great risk of significant 

18 injury, the alleged child abuse was sexual abuse, or the 

19 alleged perpetrator will continue to pose a risk to the child 

20 or to another child with whom the alleged perpetrator may come 

21 into contact. Additional indicators include abuse by mental 
22 injury, abuse involving prostitution, abuse involving the 

23 presence of an illegal drug, abuse involving a child day care 

24 provider, and abuse involving specific types of failure to 

25 provide for the health and welfare of the child. In any other 

26 case the child abuse information is not placed in the central 

27 registry. 

28 The bill makes various amendments to Code chapter 235A, 

29 relating to the central child abuse registry and to child 

30 abuse information confidentiality and access requirements. 

31 Code chapter 235A addresses confidentiality for all 

32 components of the child protection system: child abuse 

33 reports, investigations, and dispositions. Under current law, 

34 Code section 235A.l5 provides for access to all types of child 

35 abuse information and lists who has access to the various 
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1 types of information. The bill revises the access 

2 requirements. 

3 Code section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph ''b", is 

4 amended so that the list of persons involved in an 

5 investigation retain access to all types of information but 
6 the list is expanded to include situations where licensing 

7 authorities are notified concerning policies of a facility 
8 providing care to a child named in a report and to agencies, 

9 persons, and alleged abusers if the juvenile court or 

10 department deems the access as necessary. In addition, the 

11 county attorney and juvenile court are included in the list of 
12 persons with authorized access. 

13 Code section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "c", is 

14 amended so that licensing authorities and persons deemed 

15 necessary added above are stricken from the list of persons 

16 providing care to a child. The bill also amends that 

17 paragraph "c" to restrict access to child abuse information by 

18 individuals, agencies, or facilities providing care to a child 

19 to only disposition data for cases of founded child abuse 
20 placed on the central registry in accordance with new Code 

21 section 232.710. 
22 Code section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "e", is 

23 amended to remove child placing agencies in other states from 

24 the list of persons with access to all types of child abuse 

25 information. Instead, such agencies would have access only to 

26 founded disposition data placed in the central registry in 

27 accordance with new Code section 232.710. 
28 Code section 235A.l5, subsection 2, is amended with a new 

29 paragraph "f", which restricts an extensive list of persons 
30 who currently have general registry access to have access only 

31 to founded child abuse information placed in the central 

32 registry in accordance with section 232.710. 

33 Code section 235A.l7 relates to redissemination of child 

34 abuse information in the registry. The bill amends references 

35 to the registry in provisions relating to notification of 
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1 investigation results to the mandatory reporter who reported 

2 child abuse. 

3 Code section 235A.l8 relates to sealing and expungement of 
4 child abuse information in the registry. Under current law 

5 there are three possible findings resulting from a child abuse 

6 investigation: founded, undetermined, and unfounded. This 

7 Code section then provides for the length of time child abuse 

8 information is retained in the registry, depending upon the 

9 finding. Under the bill, only founded information referred to 

10 the registry under Code section 232.710 will be placed in the 

11 registry. Consequently, the bill eliminates the registry's 

12 records retention requirements for the undetermined and 

13 unfounded categories. 

14 Code section 235A.l8 provides for the registry to review 

15 and remove information placed in the registry under the law in 

16 effect prior to July 1, 1997, if the information would not be 

17 placed in the registry under the criteria established in the 

18 bill in new Code section 232.710. 

19 The supreme court is to prescribe rules for the period of 

20 time child abuse information is to be retained by the court. 

21 The county attorney is to abide by the time periods applicable 

22 to the court for retaining child abuse information. The 

23 department of human services is to adopt rules for the same 

24 purpose for child abuse information which is not placed in the 

25 registry. 

26 Code section 235A.l9 relates to examination of record~ and 

27 requests for correction or expungement and appeals by a 

28 subject of a child abuse report. This section is amended to 

29 provide for review and appeal of child abuse information by a 

30 subject, whether or not the information is placed in the 

31 registry. In addition, the bill deletes a reference to 

32 expungement of unfounded information. 

33 Code section 235A.22 which requires education of registry 

34 employees concerning use of control of child abuse information 

35 is amended to apply to the department's employees with access 
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1 to child abuse information. 

2 Code section 235A.23, relating to registry reports, is 

3 expanded to apply to the overall department of human services. 

4 Division I includes a temporary law provision authorizing 

5 subjects of child abuse information placed in the central 

6 registry as founded child abuse to request a review of the 

7 information referring to the subject. Alleged abuse involving 

8 the criteria in new Code section 232.71D, included in the 

9 bill, is not eligible for review. The request must be 

10 submitted during the period of July 1, 1997, through December 

11 31, 1997. The review is to be performed utilizing the 

12 criteria contained in new Code section 232.71D. The 

13 department is to report to the general assembly regarding the 

14 number of review requests received and a time frame to perform 

15 the reviews. 

16 In division II of the bill, in addition to the instructions 

17 regarding physical discipline or corporal punishment 

18 previously described, the bill further amends Senate File 230. 

19 The amendment reinserts language in current law requiring the 

20 department of human services to notify a subject of a child 

21 abuse report concerning the results of an assessment and of 

22 the subject's right to correct child abuse information which 

23 refers to the subject. 

24 Division II strikes references to the investigation-based 

25 approach from new Code section 232.71D which is in the bill. 

26 Division II only takes effect in the event Senate File 230 

27 is enacted. If Senate File 230 is enacted, division II of 

28 this bill takes effect July 1, 1998. 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 1, 1997 Page 19 

HOUSE FILE 698 
1487 

l Amend House File 698 as follows: 
2 l. By striking page 2, line 21 through page 3, 
3 line 22. 
4 2. By striking page 3, line 31 through page 4, 
5 line 2 and inserting the following: 
6 "2. If the alleged child abuse meets the 
7 definition of child abuse under section 232.68, 
8 subsection 2, paragraph "a" or "d", and the department 
9 determines the injury or risk of harm to the child was 

10 minor and isolated and is unlikely to reoccur, the 
11 names of the child and the alleged perpetrator of the 
12 child abuse shall not be placed in the central 
13 registry as a case of founded child abuse. 
14 3. Except as otherwise provided in section 232.68, 
15 subsection 2, paragraph "d'', regarding parents 
16 legitimately practicing religious beliefs, the names 
17 of the child and the alleged perpetrator shall be 
18 placed in the central registry as a case of founded 
19 child abuse under any of the following circumstances:" 
20 3. Page 4, line 5, by inserting after the word 
21 "perpetrator" the following: "or a criminal or 
22 juvenile court action was initiated by the county 

attorney or juvenile court within twelve months of the 
date of the department's report concerning the case, 
in which the alleged perpetrator was convicted of a 

26 crime involving the child or there was a delinquency 
27 or child in need of assistance adjudication". 
28 4. Page 4, by striking lines 6 through 9 and 
29 inserting the following: 
30 "b. The department determines the acts or 
31 omissions of the alleged perpetrator meet the 
32 definition of child abuse under section 232.68, 
33 subsection 2, paragraph "a", involving nonaccidental 
34 physical injury suffered by the child and the injury 
35 was not minor, isolated, and unlikely to reoccur." 
36 5. Page 4, by striking lines 10 through 13 and 
37 inserting the following: 
38 "c. The department determines the acts or 
39 omissions of the alleged perpetrator meet the 
40 definition of child abuse and the department has 
41 previously determined within the twelve-month period 
42 preceding the issuance of the department's report that 
43 the acts or omissions of the alleged perpetrator in 
44 another case met the definition of child abuse." 
45 6. Page 4, line 31, by inserting after the word 
46 "welfare" the following: ", and any injury to the 
47 child or risk to the child's health and welfare was 
48 not minor, isolated, and unlikely to reoccur,". 

7. Page 5, by striking lines 13 through 15 and 
inserting the following: 
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H-1487 
Page 2 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 

A 46 
47 

~48 

( 1 ) 
125. 

Substance abuse program licensed under chapter 

(2) Hospital licensed under chapter 135B. 
(3) Health care facility or residential care 

facility licensed under chapter 135C. 
(4) Psychiatric medical institution licensed under 

chapter 135H. 
(5) Medical assistance horne and community-based 

waiver for persons with mental retardation residential 
program regulated by the department. 

(6) An institution controlled by the department 
and enumerated in section 218.1. 

(7) Mental health center, juvenile shelter care 
facility, or juvenile detention facility. 

(8) Child foster care licensee under chapter 237. 
(9) Child day care provider under chapter 237A. 
(10) Public or private school which provides 

overnight care." 
8. Page 14, line 35, by inserting after the word 

"registry." the following: "The time period used by 
the department for retaining child abuse information 
which is expunged from the central registry under this 
subsection shall credit the amount of time the child 
abuse information has been on the central registry and 
after applying the credit, the information shall not 
be retained by the department any longer than the time 
period for information which is not placed on the 
central registry." 

9. Page 15, by striking line 8 and inserting the 
following: "performing a record check evaluation 
under law or administrative rule." 

10. Page 17, by inserting after line 8 the 
following: 

"Sec. MINOR INJURY CRITERIA. The department 
of human services shall convene a group of child abuse 
experts to develop uniform criteria for identifying 
what constitutes a minor physical injury and the 
circumstances in which a minor injury does not cause 
concern about the safety or risk of harm to a child. 
The group shall present recommended criteria and other 
recommendations to the governor and the general 
assembly on or before November l, 1997." 

11. By striking page 17, line 11 through page 18, 
line 12. 

12. By renumbering as necessary. 
By BODDICKER 

MURPHY of 
of Cedar 
Dubuque 
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1 DIVISION I 

2 CHILD ABUSE REGISTRY 

3 Section 1. Section 232.70, subsection 4, Code 1997, is 

4 amended to read as follows: 

5 4. ~he Upon receipt of a report the department o~-httmen 

6 ~er~±ee~ shall do all of the following: 

7 a. Immediately, upon receipt of an oral report, make a 

8 determination as to whether the report constitutes an 

9 allegation of child abuse as defined in section 232.68;~ 

10 b7--Me~e-e-report-to-the-eentrei-re~±~try-±~-the-orei 

11 report-he~-been-determ±ned-to-eon~t±tttte-e-eh±id-ebtt~e 

12 l!tiie~et±on; 

13 e7--Porwerd-e-eopy-o~-the-wr±tten-report-to-the-re~±~t~y; 

14 l!tnd 

15 d7 b. Notify the appropriate county attorney of the 

16 receipt of eny the report. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 232.71, subsections 7, 8, and 9, Code 

18 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

19 7. The department, upon completion of its investigation, 

20 shall make a preliminary report of its investigation es 

21 reqtt±red containing the information required by subsection 2. 

22 A copy of this report shall be transmitted to juvenile court 

23 within four regular working days after the department 

24 initially receives the abuse report unless the juvenile court 

25 grants an extension of time for good cause shown. If the 

26 preliminary report is not a complete report, a complete report 

27 shall be filed within ten working days of the receipt of the 

28 abuse report, unless the juvenile court grants an extension of 

29 time for good cause shown. If required under section 232.71D, 

30 the report of the investigation shall be placed in the central 

31 registry. The department shall notify a subject of the report 

32 of the result of the investigation, of the subject's right to 

33 correct the information pursuant to section 235A.l9, and of 

34 the procedures to correct the information. The juvenile court 

35 shall notify the ~e~±~t~y department of any action it takes 
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1 with respect to a suspected case of child abuse. 

2 a.--~he-depa~tment-o~-htlman-~e~~±ee~-~haxx-t~an~mit-a-eopy 

3 e~-the-~epo~t-o£-±t~-±n~e~t±~at±on7-±nextldin~-aet±on~-taken-or 

4 eentempxated7-to-the-~e~±~try.--~he-depa~tment-of-·htlman 

5 ~e~~±ee~-~haxx-make-pe~±od±e-~oxxow-tlp-~epo~t~--the~ea~te~-±n-a 

6 m~nne~-pre~eribed-by-the-re~i~t~y-so-that-the-re~±~t~y-±~-kept 

7 tlp-te-date-and-~tlxxy-±n~o~med-eoneern±n~-the-handx±n~-o~-~ 

8 Stlspeeted-e~se-o~-eh±xd-abtl~e. 

9 9 8. The department o~-htlman-se~~±ees shall also transmit 

10 a copy of the report of its investigation to the county 

11 attorney. The county attorney shall notify the r~~±~try 

12 department office which transmitted the report to the county 

13 attorney of any actions or contemplated actions with respect 

14 to a ~tl~peeted alleged case of child abuse so that the 

15 ~e~±stry department office is kept up-to-date and fully 

16 informed concerning the handling of ~tleh-a the case. If the 

17 report was placed in the central registry jn accordance with 

18 section 232.71D, the department office shall notify the 

19 registry 

.. 20 attorney 

21 Sec. 

22 amended 

of any actions or contemplated actions by the county 

concerning the report . 

3. Section 232.71A, subsection 7, Code 1997, is 

by striking the subsection. 

23 Sec.· 4. NEW SECTION. 232.710 FOUNDED CHILD ABUSE--

24 CENTRAL REGISTRY. 

25 1. The requirements of this section shall apply to child 

26 abuse information in the report of an investigation performed 

27 in accordance with section 232.71 or in the report of an 

28 assessment performed in accordance with section 232.71A. 

~ 29 2. If the alleged child abuse meets the definition of 

30 child abuse under section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "a" 

31 or "d", and the department determines the injury or risk of 

32 harm to the child was minor and isolated and is unlikely to 

33 reoccur, the names of the child and the alleged perpetrator of 

34 the child abuse shall not be placed in the centr~l registry as 

35 a case of founded child abuse. 
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1 3. Except as otherwise provided in section 232.68, 

· 2 subsection 2, paragraph "d", regarding parents legitimately 

3 practicing religious beliefs, the names of the child and the 

4 alleged perpetrator shall be placed in the central registry as 

5 a case of founded child abuse under any of the following 

6 circumstances: 

7 a. The case was referred for juvenile or criminal court 

8 action as a result of the acts or omissions of the alleged 

9 perpetrator or a criminal or juvenile court action was 

10 initiated by the county attorney or juvenile court within 

11 twelve months of the date of the department's report 

12 concerning the case, in which the alleged perpetrator was 

13 convicted of a crime involving the child or there was a 

14 delinquency or child in need of assistance adjudication. 

15 b. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

16 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

17 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph ''a", involving 

18 nonaccidental physical injury suffered by the child and the 

19 injury was not minor, isolated, and unlikely to reoccur. 

20 c. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

21 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse and the 

22 department has previously determined within the eighteen-month 

23 period preceding the issuance of the department's report that 

24 the acts or omissions of the alleged perpetrator in another 

25 case met the definition of child abuse. 

26 d. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

27 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

28 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "b", involving mental 

29 injury. 

30 e. The department determines the acts or omissions meet 

31 the definition of child abuse under section 232.68, subsection 

32 2, paragraph "c", and the alleged perpetrator of the acts or 

33 omissions is age fourteen or older. However, the juvenile 

34 court may order the removal from the central registry of the 

35 name of an alleged perpetrator placed in the registry pursuant 
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1 

2 

3 

to this 

finding 

is less 

paragraph who is age fourteen through seventeen upon a 

of good cause. The name of an alleged perpetrator who 

than age fourteen shall not be placed in the central 

4 registry pursuant to this paragraph. 

5 f. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

6 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

7 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "d", involving failure 

8 to provide care necessary for the child's health and welfare, 

9 and any injury to the child or risk to the child's health and 

10 welfare was not minor, isolated, and unlikely to reoccur, in 

11 any of the following ways: 

12 (l) Failure to provide adequate food and nutrition. 

13 (2) Failure to provide adequate shelter. 

14 (3) Failure to provide adequate health care. 

15 (4) Failure to provide adequate mental health care. 

16 (5) Gross failure to meet emotional needs. 

17 (6) Failure to respond to an infant's life-threatening 

18 condition. 

19 g. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

20 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

21 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "e", involving 

22 prostitution. 

23 h. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

24 alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

25 section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "f'', involving the 

26 presence of an illegal drug. 

27 i. The alleged abuse took place in any of the following 

28 licensed, registered, unregistered, or regulated facilities or 

29 services: 

30 (l) Substance abuse program licensed under chapter 125. 

31 (2) Hospital licensed under chapter 135B. 

32 (3) Health care facility or residential care facility 

33 licensed under chapter 135C. 

34 (4) Psychiatric medical institution licensed under chapter 

35 135H. 
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1 (5) Medical assistance home and community-based waiver for 

2 persons with mental retardation residential program regulated 

3 by the department. 

4 (6) An institution controlled by the department and 

5 enumerated in section 218.1. 

6 (7) Mental health center, juvenile shelter care facility, 

7 or juvenile detention facility. 

8 (8) Child foster care licensee under chapter 237. 

9 (9) Child day care provider under chapter 237A. 

10 (10) Public or private school which provides overnight 

11 care. 

12 j. The department determines the alleged perpetrator of 

13 the child abuse will continue to pose a danger to the child 

14 who is the subject of the report of child abuse or to another 

15 child with whom the alleged perpetrator may come into contact. 

16 3. If child abuse information is placed in the central 

17 registry in accordance with this section, the department shall 

18 make periodic follow-up reports in a manner prescribed by the 

19 registry so that the registry is kept up-to-date and fully 

20 informed concerning the case. 

21 4. In any other case, the child abuse information in the 

22 report of an investigation or an assessment shall not be 

23 placed in the central registry and notwithstanding chapter 22, 

24 the confidentiality of the information shall be maintained in 

25 accordance with chapter 235A. 

26 Sec. 5. Section 235A.l5, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 235A.l5 AUTHORIZED ACCESS -- PROCEDURES INVOLVING OTHER 

29 STATES. 

30 1. Notwithstanding chapter 22, the confidentiality of all 

31 child abuse information shall be maintained, except as 

32 specifically provided by subsection 2, 3, or 4. 

33 2. Access to child abuse information othe~-thaM-tlM~OtlMded 

34 eh±ld-abtl~e-±n~o~mat±on is authorized only to the following 

35 persons or entities: 
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a. Subjects of a report as follows: 

(1) To a child named in a report as a victim of abuse or 

to the child's attorney or guardian ad litem. 

(2) To a parent or to the attorney for the parent of a 

child named in a report as a victim of abuse. 

(3) To a guardian or legal custodian, or that person's at­

torney, of a child named in a report as a victim of abuse. 

(4) To a person or the attorney for the person named in a 

report as having abused a child. 

10 b. Persons involved in an investigation of child abuse as 

11 follows: 

12 (1) To a health practitioner or mental health professional 

13 who is examining, attending, or treating a child whom such 

14 practitioner or professional believes or has reason to believe 

15 has been the victim of abuse or to a health practitioner or 

16 mental health professional whose consultation with respect to 

17 a child believed to have been the victim·of abuse is requested 

18 by the department. 

19 (2) To an employee or agent of the department of human 

20 services responsible for the investigation of a child abuse 

21 report. 

22 (3) To a law enforcement officer responsible for assisting 

23 in an investigation of a child abuse allegation or for the 

24 temporary emergency removal of a child from the child's home. 

25 (4) To a multidisciplinary team, if the department of 

26 human services approves the composition of the 

27 multidisciplinary team and determines that access to the team 

28 is necessary to assist thecdepartment in the investigation, 

29 diagnosis, assessment, and disposition of a child abuse case. 

30 (5) In an individual case, to the mandatory reporter who 

31 reported the child abuse. 

32 (6) To the county attorney. 

33 (7) To the juvenile court. 

34 (8) To a licensing authority for a facility providing care 

35 to a child named in a report, if the licensing authority is 
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1 notified of a relationship between facility policy and the 

2 alleged child abuse under section 232.71, subsection 4. 

3 (9) To a person or agency responsible for the care or 

4 supervision of a child named in a report as a victim of abuse 

5 or a person named in a report as having abused a child, if the 

6 juvenile court or department deems access to child abuse 

7 information by the person or agency to be necessary. 

8 c. Individuals, agencies, or facilities providing care to 

9 a child, but only with respect to disposition data for cases 

10 of founded child abuse placed in the central registry in 

11 accordance with section 232.710 as follows: 

12 t~t--~o-~-~±eeM~±Mg-~tltho~±ty-fo~-~-f~e±~±ty-p~o~±d±Mg-e~~e 

13 to-~-eh±~d-n~med-±n-~-~epo~t 7-±f-the-~±eeM~±Mg-~tltho~±ty-±~ 

14 not±f±ed-of-~-~e~~t±oM~h±p-betweeM-f~e±~±ty-po~±ey-~nd-the 

15 eh±~d-~btl~e-tlMde~-~eet±oM-~3~~~±7-~tlb~eet±oM-4~ 

16 t~t--~o-8n-8tltho~±~ed-pe~~on-o~-~geney-~e~pon~±b~e-fo~-the 

17 e8~e-o~-~tlpe~~±~±oM-of-8 eh±~d-n~med-±M-8-~epo~t-~~-8-~±et±m 

18 of-8btl~e-o~-8-pe~~on-M~med-±M-~-~epo~t-8~-h~~±ng-~btl~ed-8 

19 eh±~d,-±f-the-jtl~en±~e-eotl~t-o~-~eg±~t~y-deem~-~eee~~-to-eh±~d 

20 abtlse-±nfo~m~t±oM-by-~tleh-pe~~on-o~-~geney-to-be-neee~~~~r~ 

21 f3t ill To an employee or agent of the department of human 

22 services responsible for registering or licensing or approving 

23 the registration or licensing of an agency or facility, or to 

24 an individual providing care to a child and regulated by the 

25 department. 

26 t4t 1ll To an employee of the department of human services 

27 responsible for an adoptive placement, a certified adoption 

28 investigator, or licensed child placing agency responsible for 

29 an adoptive placement. 

30 tSt 111 To an administrator of a psychiatric medical 

31 institution for children licensed under chapter 135H. 

32 t6t 1±1 To an administrator of a child foster care 

33 facility licensed under chapter 237 if the information 

34 concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

35 by the facility. 
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t1t l?l To an administrator of a child day care facility 

registered or licensed under chapter 237A if the information 

concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

by or living in the facility. 

tat ~ To the superintendent of the Iowa braille and 

sight saving school if the information concerns a person 

employed or being considered for employment or living in the 

school. 

t9t 111 To the superintendent of the school for the deaf 

if the information concerns a person employed or being 

considered for employment or living in the school. 

fl6t ~ To an administrator of a community mental health 

center accredited under chapter 230A if the information 

14 concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

15 by the center. 

16 fllt 121 To an administrator of a facility or program 

17 operated by the state, a city, or a county which provides 

18 services or care directly to children, if the information 

19 concerns a person employed by or being considered for 

20 employment by the facility or program. 

21 tl~t l!Ql To an administrator of an agency certified by 

22 the department of human services to provide services under a 

23 medical assistance home and community-based services waiver, 

24 if the information concerns a person employed by or being 

25 considered by the agency for employment. 

26 fl3t (11) To the administrator of an agency providing 

27 mental health, mental retardation, or developmental disability 

28 services under a county management plan developed pursuant to 

29 section 331.439, if the information concerns a person employed 

30 by or being considered by the agency for employment. 

31 d. Relating to judicial and administrative proceedings as 

32 follows: 

33 (1) To a juvenile court involved in an adjudication or 

34 disposition of a child named in a report. 

35 (2) To a district court upon a finding that information is 
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1 necessary for the resolution of an issue arising in any phase 

2 of a case involving child abuse. 

3 (3) To a court or administrative agency hearing an appeal 

4 for correction of child abuse information as provided in 

5 section 235A.l9. 

6 (4) To an expert witness at any stage of an appeal 

7 necessary for correction of child abuse information as 

8 provided in section 235A.l9. 

9 (5) To a probation or parole officer, juvenile court 

10 officer, or adult correctional officer having custody or 

11 supervision of, or conducting an investigation for a court or 

12 the board of parole regarding, a person named in a report as a 

13 victim of child abuse or as having abused a child. 

14 e. Others as follows: 

15 (l) To a person conducting bona fide research on child 

16 abuse, but without information identifying individuals named 

17 in a child abuse report, unless having that information open 

18 to review is essential to the research or evaluation and the 

19 authorized registry officials give prior written approval and 

20 the child, the child's guardian or guardian ad litem and the 

21 person named in a report as having abused a child give 

22 permission to release the information. 

23 (2) To registry or department personnel when necessary to 

24 the performance of their official duties or to a person or 

25 agency under contract with the department to carry out 

26 official duties and functions of the registry. 

27 (3) To the department of justice for the sole purpose of 

28 the filing of a claim for restitution or compensation pursuant 

29 to section 910A.5 and section 912.4, subsections 3 through 5. 

30 Information provided pursuant to this subparagraph is subject 

31 to 'the provisions of section 912.10. 

32 (4) To a legally constituted child protection agency of 

33 another state which is investigating or treating a child named 

34 in a report as having been abused or which is investigating or 

35 treating a person named as having abused a child. 
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tSt--~o-~-ptlb±±e-o~-±±een~ed-eh±±d-p±~e±ng-ag~ney-o~ 

anoth~~-~t~t~-~e~pon~±b±e-~o~-~n-~dopt±~~-o~-fo~te~-ea~~ 

p~~p±ae~ment-o~-p±aeement-e~a±tlat±on7 

t6t 121 To the attorney for the department of human 

services who is responsible for representing U·e derartment. 

f. Others but only with respect to disposit~on data for 

cases of founded child abuse placed in the central registry 

pursuant to section 232.71D as follows: 

9 (l) To a public or licensed child-placing age.ncy of 

10 another state responsible for an adoptive or foster care 

11 preplacement or placement evaluation. 

12 t7t ~ To the state and local citizen foster care review 

13 boards created pursuant to sections 237.16 and 237.19. 

14 tBt ill To an employee or agent of the department of human 

15 services regarding a person who is providing child day care if 

16 the person is not registered or licensed to operate a child 

17 day care facility. 

18 t9t l!l To the board of educational examiners created 

19 under chapter 272 for purposes of determining whether a 

20 practitioner's license should be denied or revoked. 

21 t±Bt 121 To a legally constituted child protection agency 

22 in another state if the agency is conducting a records check 

23 of a person who is providing care or has applied to provide 

24 care to a child in the other state. 

25 t±±t ~ To the legally authorized protection and advocacy 

26 agency recognized in section 135C.2, if a person identified in 

27 the information as a victim or a perpetrator of abuse resides 

28 in or receives services from a facility or agency because the 

29 person is diagnosed as having a developmental disability or a 
30 mental illness. 

31 t±~t ill To the department of human services for a record 

32 check relating to employment or residence pursuant to section 

33 218.13. 

34 t±3t ~ To an administrator of a child day care resource 

35 and referral agency which has entered into an agreement 
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1 authorized by the department to provide child day care 

2 resource and referral services. Access is authorized if the 

3 information concerns a person providing child day care 

4 services or a person employed by a provider of such services 

5 and the agency includes the provider as a referral or the 

6 provider has requested to be included as a referral. 

7 t~4t 121 To the Iowa board for the treatment of sexual 

8 abusers for purposes of certifying sex offender treatment 

9 providers. 

10 t~St 1!Ql To a person who submits written authorization 

11 from an individual allowing the person access to information 

12 pursuant to this subsection on behalf of the individual in 

13 order to verify whether the individual is named in a founded 

14 child abuse report as having abused a child. 

15 3·--Aeee~~-eo-tlnfotlnded-en±~d-abtl~e-±nfo~mat±on-±~ 

16 etltno~±zed-oniy-to-tno~e-p~~~on~-±dent±f±ed-±n-~tlb~eet±on-2, 

17 pe~eg~apn-uau,-pa~ag~apn-ubu,-~tlbpa~ag~apn~-t2t-end-tSt,-end 

18 pe~eg~apn-ueu7-~tlbpe~ag~apn-t2t,-and-to-tne-depa~tment-of 

19 jtl~t±ee-fo~-ptl~po~e~-of-tne-e~±me-v±et±m-eompen~et±on-p~ogram 

20 ±n-aeeo~denee-w±tn-~eet±on-9~2.~9. 

21 4 3. Access to founded child abuse information placed in 

22 the central registry pursuant to section 232.710 is authorized 

23 to the department of personnel or to the personnel office of a 

24 public employer, as defined in section 20.3, as necessary for 

25 presentation in grievance or arbitration procedures provided 

26 for in sections 19A.l4 and 20.18. Child abuse information 

27 introduced into a grievance or arbitration proceeding shall 

28 not be considered a part of the public record of a case. 

29 4. a. If a child who is a legal resident of another state 

30 is present in this state and a report of child abuse is made 

31 concerning the child, the department shall act to ensure the 

32 safety of the child. The department shall contact the child's 

33 state of legal residency to coordinate the investigation of 

34 the report. If the child's state of residency refuses to 

35 conduct an investigation, the department shall commence an 
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1 appropriate investigation. 

2 b. If a report of child abuse is made concerning an 

3 alleged perpetrator who resides in this state and a child who 

4 resides in another state, the department shall assist the 

5 child's state of residency in conducting an investigation of 

6 the report. The assistance shall include but is not limited 

7 to an offer to interview the alleged perpetrator and any other 

8 relevant source. If the child's state of residency refuses to 

9 conduct an investigation of the report, the department shall 

10 commence an appropriate investigation. The department shall 

11 seek to develop protocols with states contiguous to this state 

12 for coordination in the investigation of a report of child 

13 abuse when a person involved with the report is a resident of 

14 another state. 

15 Sec. 6. Section 235A.l7, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

16 amended to read as follows: 

17 2. The department of human services may notify orally the 

18 mandatory reporter in an individual child abuse case of the 

19 results of the case investigation and of the confidentiality 

20 provisions of sections 235A.l5 and 235A.21. The department 

21 shall subsequently transmit a written notice to the mandatory 

22 reporter of the results and confidentiality provisions. A If 

23 the child abuse information has been placed in the registry as 

24 founded child abuse pursuant to section 232.71D, a copy of the 

25 written notice shall be transmitted to the registry and shall 

26 be maintained by the registry as provided in section 235A.l8. 

27 Otherwise, a copy of the written notice shall be retained by 

28 the department with the case file. 

29 Sec. 7. Section 235A.l8, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 235A.l8 SEALING AND EXPUNGEMENT OF FOUNDED CHILD ABUSE 

32 INFORMATION. 

33 l. Child abuse informa~ion relating to a particular case 

34 of alleged abuse which has been determined to be founded child 

35 abuse and placed in the central registry in accordance with 
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1 section 232.710 shall be maintained in the registry as 

2 follows: 

3 a. Child abuse information relating to a particular case 

4 of ~~~pee~ed alleged child abuse shall be sealed ten years 

5 after the reeeipe initial placement of the inieia~-repore-o£ 

6 ~~eh child abuse by information in the registry unless good 

7 cause be shown why the information should remain open to 

8 authorized access. If a subsequent report of a-~~~pee~ed an 

9 alleged case of child abuse involving the child named in the 

10 initial repor~ child abuse information as the victim of abuse 

11 or a person named in ~~eh-repor~ the information as having 

12 abused a child is received by the re9i~~ry department within 

13 this ten-year period, the information shall be sealed ten 

14 years after receipt of the subsequent report unless good cause 

15 be shown why the information should remain open to authorized 

16 access. 

17 b. ~he-in£orma~±on Information sealed in accordance with 

18 this section shall be expunged from the central registry eight 

19 years after the date the information was sealed. 

20 2. €hi~d-abtl~e-in£orma~ion-wh±eh-eanno~-be-de~erm±ned-by-a 

21 preponderanee-o£-ehe-e~idenee-~o-be-£o~nded-or-tln£otlnded-~ha~~ 

22 be-~ea~ed-one-year-e£eer-~he-reeeip~-o£-~he-ini~±a~-repore-o£ 

23 eb~~e-and-exp~n9ed-£i~e-year~-e£~er-ehe-da~e-i~-wa~-~ea~ed~ 

24 €hi~d-abtl~e-in£ormaeion-whieh-i~-de~ermined-by-a-preponderanee 

25 o£-~he-e~idenee-~o-be-tlnfotlnded-~he~~-be-exptln9ed-when-i~-i~ 

26 de~erm±ned-~o-be-tlnfotlnded~--A-repore-~ha~~-be-de~ermined-eo 

27 be-~n£o~nded-a~-e-re~tl~~-o£-any-o£-ehe-£o~~owin9~ 

28 a~--~he-in~e~~i9B~ion-o£-a-repor~-o£-~tl~pee~ed-ehild-eb~~e 

29 by-~he-depar~men~~ 

30 b~--A-~tleee~~£tl~-appee~-a~-pro~±ded-in-~ee~±on-~35A~l9~ 

31 e~--A-eotlr~-£indin9-by-a-jtl~eni~e-or-di~~riee-eotlr~~ 

32 The juvenile or district court arid county attorney shall 

33 expunge child abuse information upon notice from the registry. 

34 The supreme court shall prescribe rules establishing the 

35 period of time child abuse information is retained by the 
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1 juvenile and district court. A county attorney shall not 

2 retain child abuse information in excess of the time period 

3 the information would be retained under the rules prescribed 

4 by the supreme court. 

5 3. However, if a correction of child abuse information is 

6 requested under section 235A.l9 and the issue is not resolved 

7 at the end of the one-year period, the information shall be 

8 retained until the issue is resolved and if the child abuse 

9 information is not determined to be founded, the information 

10 shall be expunged from the central registry at the appropriate 

11 time under subsection i 1. 

12 4. ~he-~e9±~t~y,-~t-~e~~t-onee-~-year,-~h~~~-rev±ew-and 

13 dete~mine-the-etl~~ent-~t~ttl~-o£-eh±ld-~btl~e-~e~ort~-wh±eh-~~e 

14 t~~n~mitted-o~-m~de-to-the-~e9±~try-a£te~-crtlly-~,-l974,-wh±eh 

15 e~e-~t-le~~t-one-ye~r-old-~nd-±n-eonneet±on-w±th-wh±eh-no 

16 ±nve~t±9~tory-re~ort-ha~-been-f±led-by-the-de~~rtment-of-htlm~n 

17 ~erv±ee~-ptir~tlant-to-~eet±on-%3277l•--ff-no-~tteh-±nve~t±9~tory 

18 re~ort-h~~-been-£±~ed,-the-re9±~try-~heil-re~tle~t-the 

19 de~artment-of-htlman-~erv±ee~-to-f±le-~-~e~ort.--tn-the-event-e 

20 report-±~-not-£±ied-w±th±n-n±nety-day~-~tlb~e~ttent-to-~tteh-a 

21 re~tle~t,-the-report-and-±n£orm~t±on-~ei~t±n9-thereto-~heli-be 

22 ~eeled-and-rema±n-~ealed-ttnle~~-9ood-eatl~e-be-~hown-why-the 

23 ±nformet±on-~hottld-rem~±n-open-to-attthor±~ed-aee~~~· If 

24 required by this subsection, for child abuse information in 

25 the central registry as of July 1, 1997, the central registry 

26 shall perform a review of the information utilizing the 

27 requirements for referral of child abuse information to the 

28 central registry as founded child abuse under section 232.710. 

29 If the review indicates the information would not be placed in 

30 the registry as founded child abuse under section 232.710, the 

31 information shall be expunged from the centrul registry. The 

32 time period used by the department for retain!ng =hild abuse 

33 information which is expunged from the central re_qistry under 

34 this subsection shall credit the amount of time the child 

35 abuse information has been on the central reaist~y and after 
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1 applying the credit, the information shall not be retained by 

2 the department any longer than the time period for information 

3 which is not placed on the central registry. If the review 

4 indicates the child abuse information would be placed in the 

5 central registry under section 232.710, the information shall 

6 be subject to the provisions of subsection l, as to the time 

7 period the information is to be retained in the registry. A 

8 review shall be performed under any of the following 

9 conditions: 

10 a. The department is considering the information while 

11 performing a record check evaluation under law or 

12 administrative rule. 

13 b. A review is indicated under a procedure for performing 

14 reviews adopted by the department. 

15 5. The department of human services shall adopt rules 

16 establishing the period o~ time child abuse information which 

17 is not maintained in the central registry is retained by the 

18 department. 

19 Sec. 8. Section 235A.l9, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

20 amended to read as follows: 

21 1. A subject of a child abuse report, as identified in 

22 section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "a", shall have the 

23 right to examine child abuse information in-the-~e9i~t~y which 

24 refers to the subject. The ~e9i~t~y department of human 

25 services may prescribe reasonable hours and places of 

26 examination. 

27 Sec. 9. Section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

28 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

29 a. A subject of a child abuse report may file with the 

30 department within six months of the date of the notice of the 

31 results of an investigation required by section 232.71, 

32 subsection 7, or an assessment performed in accordance with 

33 section 232.71A, a written statement to the effect that child 

34 abuse information referring to the subject is in whole or in 

35 part erroneous, and may request a correction of that 
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1 information or of the findings of the investigation or 

2 assessment report. The department shall provide the subject 

3 with an opportunity for an evidentiary hearing pursuant to 

4 chapter 17A to correct the information or the findings, unless 

5 the department corrects the information or findings as 

6 requested. ~he-de~artment-shall-delay-the-e~ptln9emene-eE 

7 ±nfermae±on-wh±eh-±~-not-determ±ned-to-be-fotlnded-tlnt±±-the 

8 eoneltls±on-o£-a-proeeed±n9-to-eerreet-the-±n£ormae±on-or 

9 E±nd±n9~~ The department may defer the hearing until the 

10 conclusion of a pending juvenile or district court case 

11 relating to the information or findings. 

12 Sec. 10. Section 235A.22, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 

14 235A.22 EDUCATION PROGRAM. 

15 The department of human services shall require an 

16 educational program for employees of the re9±~try department 

17 with access to child abuse information on the proper use and 

18 control of child abuse information. 

19 Sec. 11. Section 235A.23, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

20 follows: 

21 235A.23 RE6fS~R¥ REPORTS. 

22 1. The re9±stry department of human services may compile 

23 statistics, conduct research, and issue reports on child 

24 abuse, provided identifying details of the subject of child 

25 abuse reports are deleted from any report issued. 

26 2. The re9±stry department shall issue an annual report on 

27 its administrative operation, including information as to the 

28 number of requests for child abuse data, the proportion of 

29 requests attributable to each type of authorized access, the 

30 frequency and nature of irregularities, and other pertinent 

31 matters. 

32 Sec. 12. REGISTRY REVIEWS. A person who is a subject of a 

33 child abuse report which, as of July 1, 1997, is included as 

34 information in the central registry under chapter 235A may 

35 submit a written request for review and expung,~menl of the 
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information from the central registry which refers to the 

person. Child abuse information placed in the central 

registry for a circumstance which is listed in section 

232.71D, subsection 2, as enacted by this Act, is not eligible 

for review. The request must be submitted during the period 

beginning July 1, 1997, and ending December 31, 1997. The 

department shall perform the review in accordance with the 

provisions of section 235A.18, subsection 4, as enacted by 

this Act. The department shall submit a report to the general 
assembly on or before February 1, 1998, indicating the number 

of requests received and projecting a time frame to complete 

the reviews based upon the usage of specific staffing levels. 

Sec. 13. MINOR INJURY CRITERIA. The department of human 

services shall convene a group of child abuse experts to 

develop uniform criteria for identifying what constitutes a 

minor physical injury and the circumstances in which a minor 

injury does not cause co.~cern about the safety or risk of harm 

to a child. The group shall include but is not limited to 

members of the child death review team. The group shall 

present recommended criteria and other recommendations to the 

governor and the general assembly on or before November 1, 

1997. 

DIVISION II 

ASSESSMENT-BASED AMENDMENTS -- REPEALS 

25 Sec. 14. Section 232.71B, subsection 11, if enacted by 

26 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, is amended by adding the 

27 following new paragraph: 

28 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. The department shall notify the 

29 subjects of the child abuse report, as identified in section 

30 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph "a'', of the results of the 

31 assessment, of the subject's right, pursuant to section 

32 235A.l9, to correct the child abuse information which refers 

33 to the subject, and of the procedures to correct the 
34 information. 

35 Sec. 15. Section 232.71D, subsection 1, as enacted by this 
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1 Act, is amended by striking the words "in the report of an 
2 investigation performed in accordance with section 232.71 or". 
3 Sec. 16. Section 232.710, subsection 4, as enacted by this 

4 Act, is amended by striking the words ''an investigation or". 

5 Sec. 17. EFFECTIVE DATE. Enactment of this division of 

6 this Act is contingent upon the enactment of 1997 Iowa Acts, 
7 Senate File 230. If Senate File 230 is enacted, this division 

8 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1998. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-18-

HF 698 

jp/pk/2'.:i 



SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 12, 1997 
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S-3477 

1 Amend House File 698, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 l. Page 1, by inserting before line 3 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 232.68, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
6 Code 1997;-ls amended to read as follows: 
7 The definitions in section 235A.l3 are applicable 
8 to this part 2 of division III. As used in sections 
9 232.67 through 232.77 and 235A.l2 through 235A.23, 

10 unless the context otherwise requires:" 
ll 2. Page 1, by striking lines 33 and 34 and 
12 inserting the following: "correct the ±r'l~ormet±or'l 
13 report data and disposition data pursuant to section 
14 235A.l9, and of the procedures to correct the 
15 ±l"t~ormet±or'l data. The juvenile court". 
16 3. Page ~y striking line 19 and inserting the 
17 following: "injury was not minor and isolated and is 
18 likely to reoccur." 
19 4. Page 3, line 24, by striking the word 
20 "another" and inserting the following: "a prior". 
21 5. Page 4, by striking line 10 and inserting the 
22 following: "welfare was not minor and isolated and is 
23 likely to reoccur, in". 
24 6. Page 5, line 3, by inserting after the word 
25 "department" the following: "of human services and 
26 the department of inspections and appeals". 
27 7. Page 5, by inserting after line 11 the 
28 following: 
29 "(11) The Iowa braille and sight saving school and 
30 the Iowa school for the deaf controlled by the state 
31 board of regents." 
32 8. Page 5, line 16, by striking the words "child 
33 abuse information is" and inserting the following: 
34 "report data and disposition data are". 
35 9. Page 5, by striking lines 21 through 25 and 
36 inserting the following: 
37 "4. a. The confidentiality of all of the 
38 following shall be maintained in accordance with 
39 section 217.30: 
40 (1) Investigation or assessment data. 
41 (2) Information pertaining to an allegation of 
42 child abuse for which there was no investigation or 
43 assessment performed. 
44 (3) Information pertaining to an allegation of 
45 child abuse which was determined to not meet the 
46 definition of child abuse. 
47 (4) Report data and disposition data pertaining to 
48 an allegation of child abuse determined to meet the 
49 definition of child abuse which is not subject to 
50 placement in the central registry. Individuals 
S-3477 -1-
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1 identified in section 235A.l5, subsection 3, are 
2 authorized to have access to such data under section 
3 217.30. 
4 b. The confidentiality of report data and 
5 disposition data pertaining to an allegation of child 
6 abuse determined to meet the definition of child abuse 
7 which is subject to placement in the central registry, 
8 shall be maintained as provided in chapter 235A." 
9 10. Page 5, by inserting before line 26 the 

10 following: 
11 "Sec. Section 235A.l3, Code 1997, is amended 
12 by adding the following new subsection: 
13 NEW SUBSECTION. 2A. "Department" means the 
14 department of human services. 
15 Sec. Section 235A.l3, subsections 1, 6, and 
16 8, Code 1997, are amended to read as follows: 
17 1. "Child abuse information" means any or all of 
18 the following data maintained by the department in a 
19 manual or automated data storage system and 
20 individually identified: 
21 a. Report data. 
22 b. Investigation or assessment data. 
23 c. Disposition data. 
24 6. "Investigation or assessment data" means any of 
25 the following information pertaining to the 
26 department's evaluation of repor~-da~a,-inelttdin9 a 
27 family: -
28 a.~-Addi~ional-informa~ion-as-to-the-natttre,-e~ten~ 
29 and-eatt~e-oE-the-in;ttry,-and-~he-iden~i~y-o£-per~on~ 
30 re~pon~ible-there£or. 
31 b.--~he-name~-and-eondit±on~-o£-o~her-ehildren-in 
32 the-home. 
33 e.--~he-ehild~~-home-en~ironment-and-relationships 
34 with-parent~-or-other~-re~ponsible-£or-the-ehild~~ 
35 eare. 
36 a. Identification of the strengths and needs of 
37 the child, and of the child's parent, home, and 
38 family. 
39 b. Identification of services available from the 
40 department and informal and formal serv1ces and other 
41 support available in the community to meet identified 
42 strengths and needs. 
43 8. "Report data" means any of the following 
44 information pertaining to any-oeea~ion-in~ol~ing-or 
45 rea~onably-belie~ed-to-in~ol~e an investigation or 
46 assessment of an allegation of child abuse,-inelttdin9 
47 in which the department has determined the alleged 
48 child abuse meets the definition of child abuse: 
49 a. The name and address of the child and the 
50 child's parents or other persons responsible for the 
S-3477 -2-
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2 b. The age of the child. 
3 c. The nature and extent of the injury, including 
4 evidence of any previous injury. 
5 d. Any-other Additional information bef±e~ed-to-be 
6 het~fttf-±n-e~tabl±~h±n9 as to the nature, extent, and 
7 cause of the injury, and the identity of the person or 
8 persons alleged to be responsible therefor for the 
9 injury. 

10 e. The names and conditions of other children in 
ll the child's home. 
12 f. Any other information believed to be helpful in 
13 establishing the information in paragraph "d". 
14 Sec. Section 235A.l4, subsection 6, Code 
15 1997, is amended to read as follows 
16 6. The central registry shall include bttt-not-be 
17 l±m±ted-to report data,-±n~est±9at±on-data and 
18 disposition data which is subject to placement in the 
19 central registry under section 232.71D. The central 
20 registry shall not include assessment data." 
21 ll. Page 5, line 33, by striking the words "child 
22 abuse information" and inserting the following: 
23 "eh±fd-abtt~e-±n~ormat±on". 
24 12. Page 5, line 34, by striking the word "is" 
25 and inserting the following: "±~ report data and 
26 disposition data subject to placement in the central 
27 registry pursuant to section 232.71D are". 
28 13. Page 6, line 10, by inserting after the word 
29 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
30 14. Page 6, line 20, by inserting after the word 
31 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
32 15. Page 7, lines 6 and 7, by striking the words 
33 "child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
34 "report data and disposition data". 
35 16. Page 7, line 9, by inserting after the word 
36 "data" the following: "and, if authorized in law to 
37 t~xtent necessary for purposes of an employment 
38 evaluation, report data,". 
39 17. Page 7, by striking lines 21 through 29 and 
40 inserting the following: 
41 "f3t--Po-an-employee-or-a9ent-of-the-department-of 
42 httman-~er~±ee~-re~pon~±ble-for-re9±~ter±n9-or 
43 l±een~±n9-or-appro~±n9-the-re9±~trat±on-or-l±een~±n9 
44 of-an-a9eney-or-fae±t±ty,-or-to-an-±nd±~±dttal 
45 ~ro~±d±n9-eare-to-a-eh±ld-and-re9ttlated-by-the 
46 department.-
47 f4t--Po-an-employee-of-the-department-of-httman 
48 ~er~±ee~-respon~±bte-£or-an-adopt±~e-plaeement,-a 
49 eert±f±ed-adopt±on-±n~est±9ator,-or-l±een~ed-eh±ld 
50 ~lae±n9-a9eney-re~pons±ble-~or-an-adopt±~e-plaeement•" 
S-3477 -3-
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1 18. Page 7, line 30, by striking the figure "3" 
2 and inserting the following: "1". 
3 19. Page 7, line 32, by striking the figure "4" 
4 and inserting the following: "2". 
5 20. Page 7, line 33, by striking the word 
6 "information" and inserting the following: 
7 "in£e~me~ien data". 
8 21. Page 8,line 1, by striking the figure "5" 
9 and inserting the following: "3". 

10 22. Page 8, line 2, by striking the word 
11 "information" and inserting the following: 
12 "in£e~ma~±en data". 
13 23. Page 8,line 5, by striking the figure "6" 
14 and inserting the following: "4". 
15 24. Page 8, line 6, by striking the word 
16 "information" and inserting the following: 
17 "in£e~ma~±en data". 
18 25. Page 8,line 9, by striking the figure "7" 
19 and inserting the following: "5". 
20 26. Page 8, line 10, by striking the word 
21 "information" and inserting the following: 
22 "±n£erma~ien data". 
23 27. Page 8,line 12, by striking the figure "8" 
24 and inserting the following: "6". 
15 28. Page 8, line 13, by striking the word 
26 "information" and inserting the following: 
27 "i-n£e~ma~ien data". 
28 29. Page 8,line 16, by striking the figure "9" 
29 and inserting the following: "7". 
30 30. Page 8, line 18, by striking the word 
31 "information" and inserting the following: 
32 "in£e~ma~±en data". 
33 31. Page a;line 21, by striking the figure "10" 
34 and inserting the following: "8". 
35 32. Page 8, line 24, by striking the word 
36 "information" and inserting the following: 
37 "i-n£erma~ien data". 
38 33. Page a;line 26, by striking the figure "11" 
39 and inserting the following: "9". 
40 34. Page 8, line 29, by striking the word 
41 "information" and inserting the following: 
42 "i-n£orma~i-en data". 
43 35. Page ~y inserting after line 30 the 
44 following: 
45 "(10) To an administrator of a child day care 
46 resource and referral agency which has entered into an 
47 agreement authorized by the department to provide 
48 child day care resource and referral services. Access 
49 is authorized if the data concerns a person providing 
50 child day care services or a person employed by a 
S-3477 -4-
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1 provider of such services and the agency includes the 
2 provider as a referral or the provider has requested 
3 to be included as a referral." 
4 36. Page 8, line 31, by striking the word 
5 "Relating" and inserting the following: "Re±:a~±l'\g 
6 Report data and disposition data, and investigation or 
7 assessment data to the extent necessary for resolution 
8 of the proceeding, relating". 
9 37. Page 8, line 35, by striking the word 

10 11 information 11 and inserting the following: 
11 11 ±1'\format:±ol'\ data ... 
12 38. Page ~ine 4, by striking the words 11 Child 
13 abuse information" and inserting the following: 
14 "eh±±:d-abt1~e-±l'\format±ol'\ report data and disposition 
15 data". 
16 --39. Page 9, line 7, by striking the words "child 
17 abuse information .. and inserting the following: 
18 "eh±±:d-ab\1~e-±l'\forma~±ol'\ report data and disposition 
19 data". 
20 --40. Page 9, line 14, by inserting after the word 
21 "follows .. the following: ", but only with respect to 
22 report data and disposition data for cases of founded 
23 child abuse subject to placement in the registry 
24 pursuant to section 232.710". 
25 41. Page 9, line 16, by striking the word 
26 "information" and inserting the following: 
27 11 ±l'\£ormat±ol'\ data 11

• 

28 42. Page ~ine 17, by striking the word 
29 11 information" and inserting the following: 
30 11 ±1'\forma~±ol'\ data 11

• 

31 43. Page ~ine 22, by striking the word 
32 11 information" and inserting the following: 
33 "±1'\format:±ol'\ data ... 
34 44. Page ~ine 26, by striking the word 
35 11 registry" and inserting the following: "reg±~try 
36 department". 
37 45. Page 9, line 30, by striking the word 
38 "Information .. an inserting the following: "Data 11

• 

39 46. Page 9, line 33, by inserting after the word 
40 "investigating 11 the following: 11 0r assessing". 
41 47. Page 9, line 34, by inserting after the word 
42 "investigating .. the following: 11 0r assessing". 
43 48. Page 10, by striking lines 1 through 3 and 
44 inserting the following: 
45 "(5) To a public or licensed child-placing agency 
46 of another state responsible for an adoptive or foster 
47 care preplacement or placement evaluation." 
48 49. Page 10, line 4, by striking the figures "t6t 
49 ffi 11 and inserting the following: 11 (6)". 
50 50. Page 10, by striking lines 6 through 11. 
S-3477 -5-
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1 51. Page 10, line 12, by striking the figures 
2 "t7t ill" and inserting the following: "(7)". 
3 52. Page 10, line 14, by striking the figures 
4 "t8t ill" and inserting the following: "(8)". 
5 53. Page 10, line 18, by striking the figures 
6 "t9t ill" and inserting the following: "(9)". 
7 54. Page 10, line 21, by striking the figures 
8 "tl:9t ill" and inserting the following: "(10)". 
9 55. Page 10, line 25, by striking the figures 

10 "tl:l:t ill" and inserting the following: "(11)". 
11 56. Page 10, line 31, by striking the figures 
12 "tl:~t ill" and inserting the following: "(12)". 
13 57. By striking page 10, line 34, through page 
14 11, line 6, and inserting the following: 
15 "tl:3t--~o-a"-adm~"~~~ra~or-o£-a-ehil:d-day-eare 
16 re~ottree-a"d-re£erral:-age"ey-wh±eh-ha~-e"~ered-i"to-a" 
17 agreeme"t-attthorized-by-~he-departme"~-~o-prov±de 
18 ehil:d-day-eare-re~ottree-a"d-re£erral:-~erviee~.--Aeee~~ 
19 ±~-att~hor~zed-±£-~he-~"£orma~±o"-eoneer"~-a-per~o" 
20 prov~d±ng-eh~l:d-day-eare-~erviee~-or-a-per~o"-empl:oyed 
21 by-a-prov~der-o£-~tteh-~erv~ee~-and-~he-age"ey-i"el:ttde~ 
22 ~he-prov~der-a~-a-re£erral:-or-~he-provider-ha~ 
23 reqtte~~ed-~o-be-i"el:ttded-a~-a-re£erral:•" 
24 58. Page 11, line 7, by striking the figure "ill" 
25 and inserting the following: "...L!ll". 
26 59. Page 11, by inserting after line 9 the 
27 following: 
28 "(14) To an employee or agent of the department 
29 responsible for registering or licensing or approving 
30 the registration or licensing of an agency or 
31 facility, or to an individual providing care to a 
32 child and regulated by the department. 
33 (15) To an employee of the department responsible 
34 for an adoptive placement, a certified adoption 
35 investigator, or licensed child placing agency 
36 responsible for an adoptive placement. 
37 f. The following, but only with respect to 
38 disposition data for cases of founded child abuse 
39 subject to placement in the central registry pursuant 
40 to section 232.710:" 
41 60. Page 11, line 10, by striking the figure 
4 2 II J.....!.Ql II o 

43 61. Page 11, line 11, by striking the word 
44 "information" and inserting the following: 
45 "i"£ormat±o" data". 
46 62. Page rr;-by inserting after line 20 the 
47 following: 
48 "3. Access to report data and disposition data for 
49 a case of child abuse determined to meet the 
50 definition of child abuse, which data is not subject 
S-3477 -6-
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l to placement in the central registry pursuant to 
2 section 232.710, is authorized only to the following 
3 persons: 
4 a. Subjects of a report identified in subsection 
5 2, paragraph "a". 
6 b. Persons involved in an investigation or 
7 assessment of child abuse identified in subsection 2, 
8 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), 
9 and ( 9) • 

10 c. Others identified in subsection 2, paragraph 
11 "e", subparagraphs (2), (3), and (6). 
12 4. Access to report data for a case of child abuse 
13 determined to not meet the definition of child abuse, 
14 which data is not subject to placement in the central 
15 registry pursuant to section 232.710, is authorized 
16 only to the following: 
17 a. Subjects of a report identified in subsection 
18 2, paragraph "a". 
19 b. Persons involved in an investigation or 
20 assessment of child abuse identified in subsection 2, 
21 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (6), and (7). 
22 c. Others identified in subsection 2, paragraph 
23 "e", subparagraph (2)." 
24 63. Page 11, by striking line 21 and inserting 
25 the following: 
26 "3. Access to fotl~ded-eh~~d-abtl~e-~~fo~mae~Oft 
27 disposition data subject to placement in". 
28 64. Page 11, line 26, by striking the words 
29 "Child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
30 "€h~~d-abtl~e-~ftfo~mae~oft Disposition data". 
31 65. Page 11, line 33, by inserting after the word 
32 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
33 66. Page 11, line 35, by inserting after the word 
34 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
35 67. Page 12, line 1, by inserting after the word 
36 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
37 68. Page 12, line 5, by inserting after the word 
38 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
39 69. Page 12, line 9, by inserting after the word 
40 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
41 70. Page 12, line 10, by inserting after the word 
42 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
43 71. Page 12, line 12, by inserting after the word 
44 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
45 72. Page 12, line 23, by striking the words 
46 "child abuse information has" and inserting the 
47 following: "report data and disposition data have". 
48 73. Page 12, line 33, by striking the words 
49 "Child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
50 "Report data and disposition data". 
S-3477 -7-
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1 74. Page 13, line 3, by striking the words "Child 
2 abuse information" and inserting the following: 
3 "€h~±d-abtl~e-±n£ot'ma~±on Report and disposition data". 
4 75. Page 13, line 6, by striking the words "child 
5 abuse by information" and inserting the following: 
6 "abtl!!e-by data". 
7 76. Page 13, line 7, by striking the word 
8 "information" and inserting the following: 
9 "±n£ot'ma~±on data". 

10 77. Page ~line 10, by striking the words 
11 "child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
12 "data placed in the registry". 
13 78. Page 13, line 11, by striking the word 
14 "information" and inserting the following: "data". 
15 79. Page 13, line 13, by striking the wor_d __ _ 
16 "information" and inserting the following: 
17 "in£ot'ma~±on data". 
18 80. Page ~line 15, by striking the word 
19 "information" and inserting the following: 
20 "in£ot'ma~±on data". 
21 81. Page ~line 17, by striking the word 
22 "Information" and inserting the following: "Data". 
23 82. Page 13, line 18, by striking the words "from 
24 the central registry". 
25 83. Page 13, line 19, by striking the word 
26 "information" and inserting the following: 
27 "±n£of'ma~±on data". 
28 84. Page ~by striking lines 5 through 12 and 
29 inserting the following: 
30 "3.--Howevet'y-±£-a-~ot't'ee~±on-o£-~h±±d-abtl~e 
31 ±n£ot'ma~±on-±~-t'eqtle~~ed-tlndet'-!!e~~±on-~35A•±9-and-~he 
32 ±~~tle-~~-no~-t'e~o±ved-a~-~he-end-o£-~he-one-yeaf' 
33 pet'±od,-~he-±n£of'ma~±on-~ha±±-be-t'e~a±ned-tln~±±-~he 
34 ±!!~tle-±!!-t'e~o±ved-and-±£-~he-eh~±d-abtl~e-±n£ot'ma~±on 
35 ±!!-no~-de~ef'm±ned-~o-be-£otlnded,-~he-±n£of'ma~~on-!!ha±± 
36 be-exptlnged-a~-~he-appt'Opt'±a~e-~±me-tlndet'-!!tlb~e~~±on 
37 ~-
38 4• 3. ~he-t'egi~~f'y,-a~-±ea!!~-on~e-a-yeat',-~ha±± 
39 t'eview-and". 
40 85. By striking page 14, line 31, through page 
41 15, line 3, and inserting the following: "information 
42 shall be expunged from the central registry. Child 
43 abuse information which is expunged from the central 
44 registry under this subsection shall not be retained 
45 by the department any longer than the time period in 
46 rule for retaining information which is not placed in 
47 the central registry, allowing credit for the amount 
48 of time the information was held in the central 
49 registry. If the review". 
50 86. By striking page 15, line 19, through page 
S-3477 -8-
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1 16, line 11, and inserting the following: 
2 "Sec. Section 235A.l9, Code 1997, is amended 
3 to read as-follows: 
4 235A.l9 EXAMINATION, REQUESTS FOR CORRECTION OR 
5 EXPUNGEMENT AND APPEAL. 
6 1. A subject of a child abuse report, as 
7 identified in section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph 
8 "a", shall have the right to examine eh±3:d-~btl~e 
9 ±ft£o~m~t±on-±n-the-re9±~try report data and 

10 disposition data which refers to the subject. The 
11 re9±~try department may prescribe reasonable hours and 
12 places of examination. 
13 2. a. A subject of a child abuse report may file 
14 with the department within six months of the date of 
15 the notice of the results of an investigation required 
16 by section 232.71, subsection 7, or an assessment 
17 performed in accordance with section 232.71A, a 
18 written statement to the effect that eh±3:d-6btl~e 
19 ±ft£ormat±oft report data and disposition data referring 
20 to the subject is in whole or in part erroneous, and 
21 may request a correction of that ±n£orm~t±on data or 
22 of the findings of the investigation or assessment 
23 report. The department shall provide the subject with 
24 an opportunity for an evidentiary hearing pursuant to 
25 chapter 17A to correct the ±ft£orm~t±on data or the 
26 findings, unless the department corrects the 
27 ±n£orm~t±oft data or findings as requested. ~he 
28 dep~rtment-sh~3:3:-de3:~y-the-exptln9emeftt-o£-±n£orm~t±oft 
29 wh±eh-±s-not-determ±ned-to-be-£otlftded-tlftt±3:-the 
30 eone3:tls±on-o£-~-p~oeeed±n9-to-eorreet-the-±n£ormat±oft 
31 or-£±nd±n9~• The department may defer the hearing 
32 until the conclusion of a pending juvenile or district 
33 court case relating to the ±ft£ormat±on data or 
34 findings. ----
35 b. The department shall not disclose any eh±3:o 
36 6btlse-±ft£orm~t±on report data or disposition data 
37 until the conclusion of the proceeding to correct the 
38 ±ft£ormat±on data or findings, except as follows: 
39 (1) As necessary for the proceeding itself. 
40 (2) To the parties and attorneys involved in a 
41 judicial proceeding. 
42 (3) For the regulation of child care or child 
43 placement. 
44 (4) Pursuant to court order. 
45 (5) To the subject of an investigation or 
46 assessment or a report. 
47 (6) For the care or treatment of a child named in 
48 a report as a victim of abuse. 
49 (7) To persons involved in an investigation or 
50 assessment of child abuse. 
S-3477 -9-
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1 3. The subject of a child abuse report may appeal 
2 the decision resulting from a hearing held pursuant to 
3 subsection 2 to the district court of Polk county or 
4 to the district court of the district in which the 
5 subject of the child abuse report resides. 
6 Immediately upon appeal the court shall order the 
7 department to file with the court a certified copy of 
8 the ch±id-~btl~e-±n£orm~e±on report data or disposition 
9 data. Appeal shall be taken in accordance with 

10 chapter 17A. 
11 4. Upon the request of the appellant, the record 
12 and evidence in such cases shall be closed to all but 
13 the court and its officers, and access ehere~o to the 
14 record and evidence shall be prohibited unless 
15 otherwise ordered by the court. The clerk shall 
16 maintain a separate docket for such actions. No ~ 
17 person other than the appellant shall not permit a 
18 copy of any of the testimony or pleadings or the 
19 substance ehereo£ of the testimony or pleadings to be 
20 made available to any person other than a party to the 
21 action or the party's attorney. Violation of the 
22 provisions of this subsection shall be a public 
23 offense punishable under section 235A.21. 
24 s. Whenever the reg±s~ry department corrects or 
25 eliminates ±n£orm~e±on data as requested or as ordered 
26 by the court, the reg±sery department shall advise all 
27 persons who have received the incorrect ±n£orm~e±on 
28 data of such fact. Upon application to the court and 
29 service of notice on the reg±sery department, any 
30 subject of a child abuse report may request and obtain 
31 a list of all persons who have received cn±ld-~btl~e 
32 ±n£orm~e±on report data or disposition data referring 
33 to the subject. 
34 6. In the course of any proceeding provided for by 
35 this section, the identity of the person who reported 
36 the disputed ±n£orm~e±on data and the identity of any 
37 person who has been reported as having abused a child 
38 may be withheld upon a determination by the reg±~ery 
39 department that disclosure of their identities would 
40 be detrimental to their interests." 
41 87. Page 16, by inserting after line 31 the 
42 following: 
43 "Sec. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 176, 
44 section 2~f enacted, is amended by striking the 
45 section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
46 SEC. 2. Section 232.70, Code 1997, is amended by 
47 adding the following new subsection: 
48 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. If a report would be 
49 determined to constitute an allegation of child abuse 
50 as defined under section 232.68, subsection 2, 
S-3477 -10-
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l paragraph "c" or "e", except that the suspected abuse 
2 resulted from the acts or omissions of a person other 
3 than a person responsible for the care of the child, 
4 the department shall refer the report to the 
5 appropriate law enforcement agency having jurisdiction 
6 to investigate the allegation. The department shall 
7 refer the report orally as soon as practicable and in 
8 writing within seventy-two hours of receiving the 
9 report. 

10 Sec. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, 
11 sections-r4, 15, and 16 amending section 235A.l5, if 
12 enacted, are repealed. 
13 Sec. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, 
14 sections-rB and 19, amending section 235A.l8, Code 
15 1997, if enacted, are repealed. 
16 Sec. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, section 
17 20, amending section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph 
18 a, if enacted, is repealed." 
19 88. Page 16, line 32, by inserting before the 
20 word "REGISTRY" the following: "RETROACTIVE". 
21 89. Page 17, line 14, by inserting before the 
22 word "child" the following: "experienced parents from 
23 families of various sizes and with children of various 
24 ages and". 
25 90. Page 17, line 32, by striking the words 
26 "child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
27 "report data or disposition data". 
28 91. Page 17, line 34, by striking the word 
29 "information" and inserting the following: "data". 
30 92. By striking page 17, line 35, through page 
31 18, line 4, and inserting the following: 
32 "Sec. Section 232.710, subsection 1, as 
33 enacted by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
34 l. The requirements of this section shall apply to 
35 child abuse information ±n-tne-report-o£-en 
36 ±n~e~t±9et±on-per£ormed-±n-eeeordenee-w±tn-~eet±en 
37 ~3~·7!-or-±n-tne-report-o£ relating to a report of 
38 child abuse and to an assessment performed in 
39 accordance with section ~3~·7lA 232.718. 
40 Sec. Section 232.710, subsection 5, paragraph 
41 a, subparagraphs (l) and (2), Code 1997, as enacted by 
42 this Act, are amended to read as follows: 
43 (1) fn~e~t±9et±on-or-a~~e~~ment Assessment data. 
44 (2) Information pertaining to an allegation of 
45 child abuse for which there was no ±n~e~t±9et±on-or 
46 assessment performed. 
47 Sec. Section 235A.l3, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
48 Code 199~is amended to read as follows: 
49 As used in chapter 232, division III, part 2, and 
50 sections 235A.l3 to 235A.23, unless the context 
S-3477 -11-
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2 Sec. ___ Section 235A.l3, subsection 1, paragraph 
3 b, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
4 read as follows: 
5 b. fn~e~t±g6t±on-o~-6~~e~~ment Assessment data. 
6 Sec. Section 23SA.l3, subsection 5, Code 1997, 
7 is amended to read as follows: 
8 5. "Individually identified" means any report, 
9 ±n~e~t±g6t±on assessment, or disposition data which 

10 names the person or persons responsible or believed 
11 responsible for the child abuse. 
12 Sec. Section 235A.l3, subsection 6, 
13 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by this 
14 Act, is amended to read as follows: 
15 "fn~e~t±g6t±on-o~-6~~e~~ment Assessment data" means 
16 any of the following information pertaining to the 
17 department's evaluation of a family: 
18 Sec. Section 23SA.l3, subsection 8, 
19 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by this 
20 Act, is amended to read as follows: 
21 "Report data" means any of the following 
22 information pertaining to an ±n~e~t±gat±on-o~ 
23 assessment of an allegation of child abuse in which 
24 the department has determined the alleged child abuse 
25 meets the definition of child abuse: 
26 Sec. Section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph 
27 b, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by 
28 this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
29 b. Persons involved in an ±n~e~t±g6t±on assessment 
30 of child abuse as follows: 
31 Sec. Section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph 
32 b, subparagraphs (2), (3), (4), and (8), Code 1997, as 
33 amended by this Act, are amended to read as follows: 
34 (2) To an employee or agent of the department of 
35 human services responsible for the ±n~est±g6t±on 
36 assessment of a child abuse report. 
37 (3) To a law enforcement officer responsible for 
38 assisting in an ±n~e~t±gat±on assessment of a child 
39 abuse allegation or for the temporary emergency 
40 removal of a child from the child's home. 
41 (4) To a multidisciplinary team, if the department 
42 o~ human services approves the composition of the 
43 multidisciplinary team and determines that access to 
44 the team is necessary to assist the department in the 
45 ±n~e~t±g6t±on, diagnosis, assessment, and disposition 
46 of a child abuse case. 
47 (8) To a licensing authority for a facility 
48 providing care to a child named in a report, if the 
49 licensing authority is notified of a relationship 
SO between facility policy and the alleged child abuse 
S-3477 -12-
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1 under section 232~~!,-~ttb~ee~ion-4 232.71B. 
2 Sec. Section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph 
3d, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by 
4 this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
5 Report data and disposition data, and in~e~~i9a~±on 
6 o~ assessment data to the extent necessary for 
7 resolution of the proceeding, relating to judicial and 
8 administrative proceedings as follows: 
9 Sec. ___ Section 235A.l5, subsection 3, paragraph 

10 b, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
11 read as follows: 
12 b. Persons involved in an ±n~e~~f9a~fon-o~ 
13 assessment of child abuse identified in subsection 2, 
14 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), 
15 and (9). 
16 Sec. Section 235A.l5, subsection 4, paragraph 
17 b, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
18 read as follows: 
19 b. Persons involved in an ±n~e~~±9a~±on-o~ 
20 assessment of child abuse identified in subsection 2, 
21 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (6), and (7). 
22 Sec. Section 235A.l5, subsection 6, Code 
23 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as 
24 follows: 
25 6. a. If a child who is a legal resident of 
26 another state is present in this state and a report of 
27 child abuse is made concerning the child, the 
28 department shall act to ensure the safety of the 
29 child. The department shall contact the child's state 
30 of legal residency to coordinate the ±n~e~~±9a~±on 
31 assessment of the report. If the child's state of 
32 residency refuses to conduct an investigation, the 
33 department shall commence an appropriate ±n~e~~±9a~±on 
34 assessment. 
35 b. If a report of child abuse is made concerning 
36 an alleged perpetrator who resides in this state and a 
37 child who resides in another state, the department 
38 shall assist the child's state of residency in 
39 conducting an ±n~e~~i9a~±on assessment of the report. 
40 The assistance shall include but is not limited to an 
41 offer to interview the alleged perpetrator and any 
42 other relevant source. If the child's state of 
43 residency refuses to conduct an investigation of the 
44 report, the department shall commence an appropriate 
45 ±n~e~~±9a~±on assessment. The department shall seek 
46 to develop protocols with states contiguous to this 
47 state for coordination in the investigation or 
48 assessment of a report of child abuse when a-person 
49 involved with the report is a resident of another 
50 state. 
S-3477 -13-
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1 Sec. Section 235A.l7, subsection 2, Code 
2 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as 
3 follows: 
4 2. The department of human services may notify 
5 orally the mandatory reporter in an individual child 
6 abuse case of the results of the case ±n~e~~±ge~±on 
7 assessment and of the confidentiality provisions of 
S sections 235A.l5 and 235A.21. The department shall 
9 subsequently transmit a written notice to the 

10 mandatory reporter of the results and confidentiality 
11 provisions. If the report data and disposition data 
12 have been placed in the registry as founded child 
13 abuse pursuant to section 232.710, a copy of the 
14 written notice shall be transmitted to the registry 
15 and shall be maintained by the registry as provided in 
16 section 235A.l8. Otherwise, a copy of the written 
17 notice shall be retained by the department with the 
18 case file. 
19 Sec. Section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph 
20 a, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
21 read as follows: 
22 a. A subject of a child abuse report may file with 
23 the department within six months of the date of the 
24 notice of the results of ~n-in~e~t±g~~±on-reqtlired-by 
25 ~eetion-%3%.7~,-~tlb~eet±on-7,-or an assessment 
26 performed in accordance with section 232.71A, a 

Page 39 

27 written statement to the effect that report data and 
28 disposition data referring to the subject is in whole 
29 or in part erroneous, and may request a correction of 
30 that data or of the findings of the in~e~tig~tion-or 
31 assessment report. The department shall provide the 
32 subject with an opportunity for an evidentiary hearing 
33 pursuant to chapter 17A to correct the data or the 
34 findings, unless the department corrects the data or 
35 findings as requested. The department may defer the 
36 hearing until the conclusion of a pending juvenile or 
37 district court case relating to the data or findings. 
38 Sec. . Section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph 
39 b, subparagraphs (5) and (7), Code 1997, as amended by 
40 this Act, are amended to read as follows: 
41 (5) To the subject of an in~e~t±g~~ion-or 
42 assessment or a report. 
43 (7) To persons involved in an in~e~~ig~~ion-or 
44 assessment of child abuse." 
45 93. By renumbering as necessary. 

S-3477 FILED APRIL 10, 1997 

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK 
NANCY BOETTGER 
JAMES E. BLACK 
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Amend the amendment, S-3477, to House File 698, as 
amended, passed, and reprinted by the House, as 
follows: 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 42 the 
following: 

"c. Any written record made by the department or 
an employee of the department in an investigation or 
assessment of a report of a child abuse." 

2. Page 10, by inserting after line 40 the 
following: 

"Sec. Section 235A.20, Code 1997, is amended 
to read as-follows: 

235A.20 CIVIL REMEDY. 
Any aggrieved person may institute a civil action 

for damages under chapter 669 or 670 or to restrain 
the dissemination of child abuse information in 
violation of this chapter, and any person, agency or 
other recipient proven to have disseminated or to have 
requested and received child abuse information in 
violation of this chapter, or any employee of the 
department who destroys investigation or assessment 
data except in accordance with rule as established by 
the department for retention of child abuse 
information under section 235A.l8 shall be liable for 
actual damages and exemplary damages for each 
violation and shall be liable for court costs, 
expenses, and reasonable attorney's fees incurred by 
the party bringing the action. In no case shall the 
award for damages be less than one hundred dollars. 

Sec. Section 235A.21, subsection 1, Code 
1997, is amended to read as follows: 

1. Any person who willfully requests, obtains, or 
seeks to obtain child abuse information under false 
pretenses, or who willfully communicates or seeks to 
communicate child abuse information to any agency or 
person except in accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 
235A.l7, or any person connected with any research 
authorized pursuant to section 235A.l5 who willfully 
falsifies child abuse information or any records 
relating the~eto to child abuse information, or any 
employee of the department who destroys investigation 
or assessment data except in accordance with rule as 
established by the department for retention of child 
abuse information under section 235A.l8 is guilty of a 
serious misdemeanor. Any person who knowingly, but 
without criminal purposes, communicates or seeks to 
communicate child abuse information except in 
accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 235A.l7 shall be 
guilty of a simple misdemeanor."" 

3. By renumbering as necessary. 
By STEVE KING 

FILED APRIL 16, 1997 
WITHDRAWN, DIV B - ADOPTED (p. I~!J./) 
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1 Amend the amendment, S-3477, to House File 698, as 
2 amended, passed, and reprinted by the House, as 
3 follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 17 and 18 and 
5 inserting the following: "following: "injury was not 
6 minor or was not isolated or is likely to reoccur."" 
7 2. Page 1, by striking lines 22 and 23 and 
8 inserting the following: "following: "injury was not 
9 minor or was not isolated or is likely to reoccur, 

10 in"." 
11 3. Page 1, line 46, by inserting after the word 
12 "abuse." the following: "Individuals identified in 
13 section 235A.l5, subsection 4, are authorized to have 
14 access to such information under section 217.30." 
15 4. Page 11, by inserting after line 20 the 
16 following: 
17 " Page 17, line 4, by striking the figure "2" 
18 and inserting the following: "3"." 
19 5. Page 11, by inserting after line 24 the 
20 following: 
21 " Page 17, by inserting after line 22 the 
22 following: 
23 "Sec. EVALUATION. It is the intent of the 
24 general assembly that the department of human services 
25 will seek funding for the fiscal year beginning July 
26 1, 1998, and ending June 30, 1999, for an independent 
27 evaluation of the changes implemented in the state's 
28 child protection system pursuant to the enactments of 
29 the Seventy-seventh General Assembly, 1997 Session. 
30 The evaluation should be conducted during the fiscal 
31 year beginning July 1, 1998, for submission to the 
32 governor and general assembly during the 1999 
33 legislative session. The evaluation should include 
34 but is not limited to a determination of whether the 
35 system changes have improved the safety of children 
36 and the support of families in the community, and 
37 should identify indicators of increased community 
38 involvement in child protection."" 

By ELAINE SZYMONIAK 

S-3528 FILED APRIL 15, 1997 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 698 

S-3643 
1 Amend the Senate amendment, H-1796, to House File 
2 698, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the House, 
3 as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 15 the 
5 following: 
6 "__ Page 2, line 34, by inserting after the 
7 word "abuse" the following: "and any other child 
8 abuse information". 
9 __ • Page 3, line 4, by inserting after the word 

10 "perpetrator" the following: "and the report data and 
11 disposition data"." 
12 2. Page 1, line 22, by striking the word "injury" 
13 and inserting the following: "welfare". 
14 3. Page 1, by striking lines 32 through 34 and 
15 inserting the following: 
16 "__ Page 5, by striking line 16 and inserting 
17 the following: 
18 "4. If report data and disposition data are placed 
19 in the central"." 
20 4. Page 1, line 37, ~y striking the figure "4" 
21 and inserting the following: "5". 
22 5. Page 7, line 28, by striking the figure "3." 
23 and inserting the following: "4 5." 
24 6. Page 7, by inserting after line 32 the 
25 following: 
26 " Page 11, line 29, by striking the figure 
27 "4" and inserting the following: "6"." 
28 - 7. Page 9, by inserting after line 1 the 
29 following: 
30 " Page 15, line 15, by striking the figure 
31 "5" and inserting the following: "4 11

." 

32 - 8. Page 11, line 3, by inserting before the word 
33 "destroys" the following: 11 knowingly". 
34 9. Page 11, line 23, by inserting before the word 
35 "destroys" the following: "knowingly". 
36 10. Page 12, by inserting after line 13 the 
37 following: 
38 " • Page 17, line 8, by striking the figure "4" 
39 and InSerting the following: "3"." 
40 11. Page 16, by inserting after line 5 the 
41 following: 
42 "Sec. Section 235A.20, Code 1997, as amended 
43 by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
44 235A.20 CIVIL REMEDY. 
45 Any aggrieved person may institute a civil action 
46 for damages under chapter 669 or 670 or to restrain 
47 the dissemination of child abuse information in 
48 violation of this chapter, and any person, agency or 
49 other recipient proven to have disseminated or to have 
SO requested and received child abuse information in 
S-3643 -1-
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1 violation of this chapter, or any employee of the 
2 department who knowingly destroys ~n~e~t~gat~on-or 
3 assessment data except in accordance with rule as 
4 established by the department for retention of child 
5 abuse information under section 235A.l8 shall be 
6 liable for actual damages and exemplary damages for 
7 each violation and shall be liable for court costs, 
8 expenses, and reasonable attorney's fees incurred by 
9 the party bringing the action. In no case shall the 

10 award for damages be less than one hundred dollars. 
11 Sec. Section 235A.2l, subsection 1, Code 
12 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as 
13 follows: 
14 1. Any person who willfully requests, obtains, or 
15 seeks to obtain child abuse information under false 
16 pretenses, or who willfully communicates or seeks to 
17 communicate child abuse information to any agency or 
18 person except in accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 
19 235A.l7, or any person connected with any research 
20 authorized pursuant to section 235A.l5 who willfully 
21 falsifies child abuse information or any records 
22 relating to child abuse information, or any employee 
23 of the department who knowingly destroys ~n~e~t~gat~on 
24 or assessment data except in accordance with rule as 
25 established by the department for retention of child 
26 abuse information under section 235A.l8 is guilty of a 
27 serious misdemeanor. Any person who knowingly, but 
28 without criminal purposes, communicates or seeks to 
29 communicate child abuse information except in 
30 accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 235A.l7 shall be 
31 guilty of a simple misdemeanor."" 
32 12. By renumbering, relettering, redesignating, 
33 and correcting internal designations and references as 
34 necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3643 FILED APRIL 21, 1997 

~~ 
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HOUSE FILE 698 
11-1814 
--1 Amend the Senate amendment, H-1796, to House File 

2 698, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the House, 
3 as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 15 the 
5 following: 
6 " Page 2, line 34, by inserting after the 
7 word---r.abuse 11 the following: 11 and any other child 
8 abuse information 11

• 

9 Page 3, line 4, by inserting after the word 

Page 32 

10 "perpetrator" the following: 11 and the report data and 
11 disposition data 11

•
11 

12 2. Page 1, line 22, by striking the word "injury" 
13 and inserting the following: "welfare". 
14 3. Page 1, by striking lines 32 through 34 and 
15 inserting the following: 
16 " Page 5, by striking line 16 and inserting 
17 the following: 
18 "4. If report data and disposition data are placed 
19 in the central"." 
20 4. Page 1, line 37, by striking the figure "4" 
21 and inserting the following: "5 11

• 

22 5. Page 7, line 28, by striking the figure "3." 
23 and inserting the following: "4 5." 
24 6. Page 7, by inserting after-line 32 the 
~5 following: 

-26 " Page 11, line 29, by striking the figure 
27 "4" and inserting the following: "6 11

." 

28 - 7. Page 9, by inserting after line 1 the 
29 following: 
30 " Page 15, line 15, by striking the figure 
31 "5" and inserting the following: "4 11

•
11 

32 - 8. Page 11, line 3, by inserting before the word 
33 "destroys" the following: "knowingly". 
34 9. Page 11, line 23, by inserting before the word 
35 "destroys .. the following: 11 knowingly 11

• 

36 10. Page 12, by inserting after line 13 the 
37 following: 
38 " • Page 17, line 8, by striking the figure 11 4" 
39 and lri'Serting the following: "3"." 
40 11. Page 16, by inserting after line 5 the 
41 following: 
42 "Sec. • Section 235A.20, Code 1997, as amended 
43 by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
44 235A.20 CIVIL REMEDY. 
45 Any aggrieved person may institute a civil action 
46 for damages under chapter 669 or 670 or to restrain 
47 the dissemination of child abuse information in 
48 violation of this chapter, and any person, agency or 
49 other recipient proven to have disseminated or to have 

Q requested and received child abuse information in 
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1 violation of this chapter, or any employee of the 
2 department who knowingly destroys ~"~est~~8t~o"-or 
3 assessment data except in accordance with rule as 
4 established by the department for retention of child 
5 abuse information under section 235A.l8 shall be 
6 liable for actual damages and exemplary damages for 
7 each violation and shall be liable for court costs, 
8 expenses, and reasonable attorney's fees incurred by 
9 the party bringing the action. In no case shall the 

10 award for damages be less than one hundred dollars. 
11 Sec. Section 235A.21, subsection 1, Code 
12 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as 
13 follows: 
14 1. Any person who willfully requests, obtains, or 
15 seeks to obtain child abuse information under false 
16 pretenses, or who willfully communicates or seeks to 
17 communicate child abuse information to any agency or 
18 person except in accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 
19 235A.l7, or any person connected with any research 
20 authorized pursuant to section 235A.l5 who willfully 
21 falsifies child abuse information or any records 

Page 33 

22 relating to child abuse information, or any employee 
23 of the department who knowingly destroys ~"~est~~8t~o" 
24 or assessment data except in accordance with rule as 
25 established by the department for retention of child 
26 abuse information under section 235A.l8 is guilty of a 
27 serious misdemeanor. Any person who knowingly, but 
28 without criminal purposes, communicates or seeks to 
29 communicate child abuse information except in 
30 accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 235A.l7 shall be 
31 guilty of a simple misdemeanor."" 
32 12. By renumbering, relettering, redesignating, 
33 and correcting internal designations and references as 
34 necessary. 
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 698 
H-1796 

1 Amend House File 698, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 l. Page l, by inserting before line 3 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 232.68, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
6 Code 1997~s amended to read as follows: 
7 The definitions in section 235A.l3 are applicable 
8 to this part 2 of division III. As used in sections 
9 232.67 through 232.77 and 235A.l2 through 235A.23, 

10 unless the context otherwise requires:" 
11 2. Page 1, by striking lines 33 and 34 and 
12 inserting the following: "correct the ±n£or<mat±on 
13 report data and disposition data pursuant to section 
14 235A.l9, and of the procedures to correct the 
15 ±n£or<mat±on data. The juvenile court". 
16 3. Page ~y striking line 19 and inserting the 
17 following: "injury was not minor or was not isolated 
18 or is likely to reoccur." 
19 4. Page 3, line 24, by striking the word 
20 "another" and inserting the following: "a prior". 
21 5. Page 4, by striking line 10 and inserting the 
22 following: "injury was not minor or was not isolated 
23 or is likely to reoccur, in". 
24 6. Page 5, line 3, by inserting after the word 
25 "department" the following: "of human services and 
26 the department of inspections and appeals". 
27 7. Page 5, by inserting after line 11 the 
28 following: 
29 "(11) The Iowa braille and sight saving school and 
30 the Iowa school for the deaf controlled by the state 
31 board of regents." 
32 8. Page 5, line 16, by striking the words "child 
33 abuse information is" and inserting the following: 
34 "report data and disposition data are". 
35 9. Page 5, by striking lines 21 through 25 and 
36 inserting the following: 
37 "4. a. The confidentiality of all of the 
38 following shall be maintained in accordance with 
39 section 217.30: 
40 (1) Investigation or assessment data. 
41 (2} Information pertaining to an allegation of 
42 child abuse for which there was no investigation or 
43 assessment performed. 
44 (3) Informat~on pertaining to an allegation of 
45 child abuse which was determined to not meet the 
46 definition of child abuse. Individuals identified in 
47 section 235A.l5, subsection 4, are authorized to have 
48 access to such information under section 217.30. 
49 (4) Report data and disposition data pertaining to 
50 an allegation of child abuse determined to meet the 
H-1796 -1-
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1 definition of child abuse which is not subject to 
2 placement in the central registry. Individuals 
3 identified in section 235A.l5, subsection 3, are 
4 authorized to have access to such data under section 
5 217.30. 
6 b. The confidentiality of report data and 
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7 disposition data pertaining to an allegation of child 
8 abuse determined to meet the definition of child abuse 
9 which is subject to placement in the central registry, 

10 shall be maintained as provided in chapter 235A." 
11 10. Page 5, by inserting before line 26 the 
12 following: 
13 "Sec. Section 235A.l3, Code 1997, is amended 
14 by adding-rhe following new subsection: 
15 NEW SUBSECTION. 2A. "Department" means the 
16 department of human services. 
17 Sec. Section 235A.l3, subsections 1, 6, and 
18 8, Code 1997, are amended to read as follows: 
19 1. "Child abuse information" means any or all of 
20 the following data maintained by the department in a 
21 manual or automated data storage system and 
22 individually identified: 
23 a. Report data. 
24 b. Investigation or assessment data. 
25 c. Disposition data. 
26 6. "Investigation or assessment data" means any of 
27 the following information pertaining to the 
28 department's evaluation of repore-daea,-±nei~d±n9! 
29 family: 
30 a~--Add±e±onai-±n~ormae±on-a~-eo-ene-nae~re,-exeene 
31 and-ea~~e-o~-ene-±njtlry,-and-ene-±dene±ey-o~-per~on~ 
32 re~pon~±bie-enere~or. 
33 b.--~ne-name~-and-eond±e±on~-o~-oener-en±idren-±n 
34 ene-nome~ 
35 e.--~ne-en±idL~-nome-en~±ronmene-and-reiae±on~n±p~ 
36 w±en-parent~-o~-oener~-re~pon~±bie-~or-ene-en±idL~ 
37 eare. 
38 a. Identification of the strengths and needs of 
39 the child, and of the child's parent, home, and 
40 family. 
41 b. Identification of services available from the 
42 department and informal and formal services and other 
43 support available in the community to meet identified 
44 strengths and needs. 
45 8. "Report data" means any of the following 
46 information pertaining to any-oeea~±on-±n~oi~in9-or 
47 rea~onabiy-bei±e~ed-to-±nvotve an investigation or 
48 assessment of an allegation of child abuse,-±nei~d±n9 
49 in which the department has determined the alleged 
50 child abuse meets the definition of child abuse: 
H-1796 -2-
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1 a. The name and address of the child and the 
2 child's parents or other persons responsible for the 
3 child's care. 
4 b. The age of the child. 
5 c. The nature and extent of the injury, including 
6 evidence of any previous injury. 

Page 18 

7 d. Any-o~he~ Additional information bei±e~ed-~o-be 
8 hei~£tli-±n-e~~abi±~h±ng as to the nature, extent, and 
9 cause of the injury, and the identity of the person or 

10 persons alleged to be responsible ~he~e£o~ for the 
11 injury. 
12 e. The names and conditions of other children in 
13 the child's home. 
14 f. Any other information believed to be helpful in 
15 establishing the information in paragraph "d". 
16 Sec. Section 235A.l4, subsection 6, Code 
17 1997, is amended to read as follows 
18 6. The central registry shall include btl~-no~-be 
19 i±m±~ed-~o report data,-±n~e~~±ga~±on-da~a and 
20 disposition data which is supject to placement in the 
21 central registry under section 232.710. The central 
22 registry shall not include assessment data." 
23 11. Page 5, line 33, by striking the words "child 
24 abuse information" and inserting the following: 
25 "eh±id-abtl~e-±n£o~ma~±on". 
26 12. Page 5, line 34, by striking the word "is" 
27 and inserting the following: "±~ report data and 
28 disposition data subject to placement in the central 
29 registry pursuant to section 232.710 are". 
30 13. Page 6, line 10, by inserting after the word 
31 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
32 14. Page 6, line 20, by inserting after the word 
33 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
34 15. Page 7, lines 6 and 7, by striking the words 
35 "child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
36 "report data and disposition data". 
37 16. Page 7, line 9, by inserting after the word 
38 "data" the following: "and, if authorized in law to 
39 t~xtent necessary for purposes of an employment 
40 evaluation, report data,". 
41 17. Page 7, by striking lines 21 through 29 and 
42 inserting the following: 
43 "t3t--~o-an-em~loyee-o~-agen~-o£-the-depa~tment-o£ 
44 htlman-~er~iee~-~e~pon~±ble-£or-~eg±~ter±ng-o~ 
45 iieen~±ng-or-ap~~o~±ng-the-reg±~tration-o~-l±een~±ng 
46 o£-an-ageney-o~-£ae±l±ty7-o~-to-an-ind±~±dtlal 
47 ~~o~id±ng-ea~e-to-a-eh±ld-and-~egtlxated-by-the 
48 departmen~.-
49 t4t--~o-en-empioyee-o£-~he-depa~~ment-o£-htlmen 
50 ~e~~±ee~-~e~pon~±ble-£or-an-adopt±~e-piaeement,-a 
B-1796 -3-
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1 e~r~i£i~d-edo~~io"-inve~ti98~or,-or-i±een~ed-ehi%d 
2 ~ieein9-e9eney-re~~on~ibie-£or-en-edop~ive-pieeement•" 
3 18. Page 7, line 30, by striking the figure "3" 
4 and inserting the following: "1". 
5 19. Page 7, line 32, by striking the figure "4" 
6 and inserting the following: "2". 
7 20. Page 7, line 33, by striking the word 
8 "information" and inserting the following: 
9 "±n£ormetion data". 

10 21. Page B,line 1, by striking the figure "5" 
11 and inserting the following: "3". 
12 22. Page 8, line 2, by striking the word 
13 "information" and inserting the following: 
14 "in£orme~ion data". 
15 23. Page B,line 5, by striking the figure "6" 
16 and inserting the following: "4". 
17 24. Page 8, line 6, by striking the word 
18 "information" and inserting the following: 
19 "±n£ormet±on data". 
20 25. Page B,line 9, by striking the figure "7" 
21 and inserting the following: "5". 
22 26. Page 8, line 10, by striking the word 
23 "information" and inserting the following: 
24 "±n£ormet±on data". 
25 27. Page B,line 12, by striking the figure "8" 
26 and inserting the following: "6". 
27 28. Page 8, line 13, by striking the word 
28 "information" and inserting the following: 
29 "±n£ormet±on data". 
30 29. Page B,line 16, by striking the figure "9" 
31 and inserting the following: "7". 
32 30. Page 8, line 18, by striking the word 
33 "information" and inserting the following: 
34 "±n£orm8t±on data". 
35 31. Page B,line 21, by striking the figure "10" 
36 and inserting the following: "8". 
37 32. Page 8, line 24, by striking the word 
38 "information" and inserting the following: 
39 "±n£orme~±on data". 
40 33. Page B,line 26, by striking the figure "11" 
41 and inserting the following: "9". 
42 34. Page 8, line 29, by striking the word 
43 "information" and inserting the following: 
44 "±nformet±on data". 
45 35. Page a;-by inserting after line 30 the 
46 following: 
47 "(10) To an administrator of a child day care 
48 resource and referral agency which has entered into an 
49 agreement authorized by the department to provide 
50 child day care resource and referral services. Access 
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1 is authorized if the data concerns a person providing 
2 child day care services or a person employed by a 
3 provider of such services and the agency includes the 
4 provider as a referral or the provider has requested 
5 to be included as a referral." 
6 36. Page 8, line 31, by striking the word 
7 "Relating" and inserting the following: "R~iae~l"'~ 

Page 20 

8 Report data and disposition data, and investigation or 
9 assessment data to the extent necessary for resolution 

10 of the proceeding, relating". 
ll 37. Page 8, line 35, by striking the word 
12 "information" and inserting the following: 
13 "1:!"1£ermaeiel"'·data". 
14 38. Page 9,line 4, by striking the words "child 
15 abuse information" and inserting the following: 
16 "eh1:id-abtt~~-1:1"1£ermatiel"' report data and disposition 
17 data". 
18 --39. Page 9, line 7, by striking the words "child 
19 abuse information" and inserting the following: 
20 "eh~id-abtt~e-±!"1£ermat±el"' report data and disposition 
21 data". 
22 --40. Page 9, line 14, by inserting after the word 
23 "follows" the following: ", but only with respect to 
24 report data and disposition data for cases of founded 
25 child abuse subject to placement in the registry 
26 pursuant to section 232.71D". 
27 41. Page 9, line 16, by striking the word 
28 "information" and inserting the following: 
29 "~!"1£ermat±el"' data". 
30 42. Page 9,line 17, by striking the word 
31 "information" and inserting the following: 
32 "1:!"1£ermatiel"' data". 
33 43. Page 9,line 22, by striking the word 
34 "information" and inserting the following: 
35 "1:1"1£ermatiel"' data". 
36 44. Page 9,line 26, by striking the word 
37 "registry" and inserting the following: "re9±~ery 
38 department". 
39 45. Page 9, line 30, by striking the word 
40 "Information" an inserting the following: "Data". 
41 46. Page 9, line 33, by inserting after the word 
42 "investigating" the following: "or assessing". 
43 47. Page 9, line 34, by inserting after the word 
44 "investigating" the following: "or assessing". 
45 48. Page 10, by striking lines 1 through 3 and 
46 inserting the following: 
47 "(5) To a public or licensed child-placing agency 
48 of another state responsible for an adoptive or foster 
49 care preplacement or placement evaluation." 
50 49. Page 10, line 4, by striking the figures "t6t 
H-1796 -5-
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1 ill" and inserting the following: "{6)". 
2 50. Page 10, by striking lines 6 through 11. 
3 51. Page 10, line 12, by striking the figures 
4 "t7t ill" and inserting the following: "(7)". 
5 52. Page 10, line 14, by striking the figures 
6 "t8t ill" and inserting the following: " ( 8)". 
7 53. Page 10, line 18, by striking the figures 
8 "t9t ill" and inserting the following: "{9)". 
9 54. Page 10, line 21, by striking the figures 

10 "tl9t ill" and inserting the following: "(10)". 
11 55. Page 10, line 25, by striking the figures 
12 "tilt ill" and inserting the following: "{11)". 
13 56. Page 10, line 31, by striking the figures 
14 "tlzt ill" and inserting the following: "{12)". 
15 57. By striking page 10, line 34, through page 
16 11, line 6, and inserting the following: 
17 "tl3t--~o-a"-adm±n±st~ato~-o~-a-e"±id-day-e~~e 
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18 resotl~ee-a"d-~e~e~~ai-a9eney-w"±e"-"~s-e"te~ed-±"to-~" 
19 ~9~eement-atlt"o~±zed-by-t"e-depa~tme"t-to-p~o~±de 
20 e"±id-day-ea~e-~esotlree-and-~e~e~~ai-se~~±ees.--Aeees~ 
21 ±s-atlt"o~±zed-±~-the-±n~o~mat±o"-eo"ee~"~-a-pe~so" 
22 p~o~±d±n9-e"±id-day-ea~e-se~~±ees-o~-a-pe~so"-empioyed 
23 by-~-p~o~±de~-o~-stle"-ser~±ees-and-t"e-a9e"ey-±"eitldes 
24 t"e-p~o~±de~-as-a-~e~e~~ai-or-t"e-p~o~±de~-"as 
25 reqtlested-to-be-±neltlded-as-a-~e~e~~ai•" 
26 58. Page 11, line 7, by striking the figure "ill" 
27 and inserting the following: "~". 
28 59. Page 11, by inserting after line 9 the 
29 following: 
30 "{14) To an employee or agent of the department 
31 responsible for registering or licensing or approving 
32 the registration or licensing of an agency or 
33 facility, or to an individual providing care to a 
34 child and regulated by the department. 
35 (15) To an employee of the department responsible 
36 for an adoptive placement, a certified adoption 
37 investigator, or licensed child placing agency 
38 responsible for an adoptive placement. 
39 f. The following, but only with respect to 
40 disposition data for cases of founded child abuse 
41 subject to placement in the central registry pursuant 
42 to section 232.710:" 
43 60. Page 11, line 10, by striking the figure 
44 "J.l..Q..l". 
45 61. Page 11, line 11, by striking the word 
46 "information" and inserting the following: 
47 "±"~o~mat±o" data". 
48 62. Page ~by inserting after line 20 the 
49 following: 
50 "3. Access to report data and disposition data for 
B-1796 -6-
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1 a case of child abuse determined to meet the 
2 definition of child abuse, which data is not subject 
3 to placement in the central registry pursuant to 
4 section 232.710, is authorized only to the following 
5 persons: 
6 a. Subjects of a report identified in subsection 
7 2, paragraph "a". 
8 b. Persons involved in an investigation or 
9 assessment of child abuse identified in subsection 2, 

10 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), 
11 and ( 9) . 
12 c. Others identified in subsection 2, paragraph 
13 "e", subparagraphs (2), (3), and (6). 

Page 22 

14 4. Access to report data for a case of child abuse 
15 determined to not meet the definition of child abuse, 
16 which data is not subject to placement in the central 
17 registry pursuant to section 232.710, is authorized 
18 only to the following: 
19 a. Subjects of a report identified in subsection 
20 2, paragraph "a". 
21 b. Persons involved in an investigation or 
22 assessment of child abuse identified in subsection 2, 
23 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (6), and (7). 
24 c. Others identified in subsection 2, paragraph 
25 "e", subparagraph (2)." 
26 63. Page 11, by striking line 21 and inserting 
27 the following: 
28 "3. Access to £otlnded-eh±ld-abtl~e-±n£ormat±on 
29 disposition data subject to placement in". 
30 64. Page 11, line 26, by striking the words 
31 "Child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
3 2 "€hH:d-abtl~e-±n£ormat±on Disposition data". 
33 65. Page 11, line 33, by inserting after the word 
34 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
35 66. Page 11, line 35, by inserting after the word 
36 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
37 67. Page 12, line l, by inserting after the word 
38 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
39 68. Page 12, line 5, by inserting after the word 
40 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
41 69. Page 12, line 9, by inserting after the word 
4 2 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
43 70. Page 12, line 10, by inserting after the word 
44 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
45 71. Page 12, line 12, by inserting after the word 
46 "investigation" the following: "or assessment". 
47 72. Page 12, line 23, by striking the words 
48 "child abuse information has" and inserting the 
49 following: "report data and disposition data have". 
50 73. Page 12, line 33, by striking the words 
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1 "Child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
2 "Report data and disposition data". 
3 74. Page 13, line 3, by striking the words "Child 
4 abuse information" and inserting the following: 
5 "€h±ld-~b~~e-±n!orm~t±on Report and disposition data". 
6 75. Page 13, line 6, by striking the words "child 
7 abuse by information" and inserting the following: 
8 "~b~~e-by data". 
9 76. Page 13, line 7, by striking the word 

10 "information" and inserting the following: 
11 "±n£orm~t±on data". 
12 77. Page ~line 10, by striking the words 
13 "child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
14 "data placed in the registry". 
15 78. Page 13, line 11, by striking the word 
16 "information" and inserting the following: "data". 
17 79. Page 13, line 13, by striking the wor_d __ _ 
18 "information" and inserting the following: 
19 "±n!orm~t±on data". 
20 80. Page ~line 15, by striking the word 
21 "information" and inserting the following: 
22 "±n!orm~t±on data". 
23 81. Page ~line 17~ by striking the word 
24 "Information" and inserting the following: "Data". 
25 82. Page 13, line 18, by striking the words "from 
26 the central registry". 
27 83. Page 13, line 19, by striking the word 
28 "information" and inserting the following: 
29 "±n£orm~t±on data". 
30 84. Page ~by striking lines 5 through 12 and 
31 inserting the following: 
32 "3.--Howe~er,-±!-~-eorreet±on-o!-en±ld-~btl~e 
33 ±n!orm~t±on-±~-reqtle~ted-~nder-~eet±on-%35A.l9-~nd-tne 
34 ±~~tle-±~-not-re~ol~ed-~t-the-end-o!-the-one-ye~r 
35 per±od,-the-±n!orm~t±on-~h~ll-be-ret~±ned-~nt±l-the 
36 ±~~tle-±~-re~ol~ed-~nd-±!-the-eh±ld-~btl~e-±n!orm~t±on 
37 ±~-not-determ±ned-to-be-!o~nded,-the-±n!orm~t±on-~h~l% 
38 be-e~p~nged-~t-the-~ppropr±~te-t±me-tlnder-~~b~eet±on 
39 z• 
40 4• 3. ~he-reg±~try,-~t-le~~t-onee-~-ye~r,-~h~ll 
41 re~±ew-~nd". 
42 85. By striking page 14, line 31, through page 
43 15, line 3, and inserting the following: "information 
44 shall be expunged from the central registry. Child 
45 abuse information which is expunged from the central 
46 registry under this subsection shall not be retained 
47 by the department any longer than the time period in 
48 rule for retaining information which is not placed in 
49 the central registry, allowing credit for the amount 
SO of time the information was held in the central 
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1 registry. If the review". 
2 86. By striking page 15, line 19, through page 
3 16, line 11, and inserting the following: 
4 "Sec. Section 235A.l9, Code 1997, is amended 
5 to read as-follows: 
6 235A.l9 EXAMINATION, REQUESTS FOR CORRECTION OR 
7 EXPUNGEMENT AND APPEAL. 
8 1. A subject of a child abuse report, as 
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9 identified in section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph 
10 "a", shall have the right to examine eh±l:d-t:tbtl!:!e 
11 ±n£o~mat±on-±n-the-~e9±!:!t~y report data and 
12 disposition data which refers to the subject. The 
13 ~e9±!:!t~y department may prescribe reasonable hours and 
14 places of examination. 
15 2. a. A subject of a child abuse report may file 
16 with the department within six months of the date of 
17 the notice of the results of an investigation required 
18 by section 232.71, subsection 7, or an assessment 
19 performed in accordance with section 232.71A, a 
20 written statement to the effect that eh±l:d-t:tbti!:!e 
21 ±n£o~mat±on report data and disposition data referring 
22 to the subject is in whole or in part erroneous, and 
23 may request a correction of that ±n£o~mat±o~ data or 
24 of the findings of the investigation or assessment 
25 report. The department shall provide the subject with 
26 an opportunity for an evidentiary hearing pursuant to 
27 chapter 17A to correct the ±n£o~mat±on data or the 
28 findings, unless the department corrects the 
29 ±n£o~mat±o~ data or findings as requested. ~he 
30 depa~tme~t-~ht:tl:l:-del:t:ty-the-exptln9ement-o£-±~£o~mat±on 
31 wh±eh-±!:!-~ot-dete~m±~ed-to-be-£oti~ded-tlnt±l:-the 
32 eonel:ti!:!±o~-o£-t:t-p~oeeed±n9-to-eo~~eet-the-±~£o~mt:tt±o~ 
33 o~-£±~d±n9!:!• The department may defer the hearing 
34 until the conclusion of a pending juvenile or district 
35 court case relating to the ±n£o~mt:tt±on data or 
36 findings. ----
37 b. The department shall not disclose any eh±l:d 
38 abtl!:!e-±n£o~mt:tt±on report data or disposition data 
39 until the conclusion of the proceeding to correct the 
40 ±n£o~mat±on data or findings, except as follows: 
41 (1) As necessary for the proceeding itself. 
42 (2) To the parties and attorneys involved in a 
43 judicial proceeding. 
44 (3) For the regulation of child care or child 
45 placement. 
46 (4) Pursuant to court order. 
47 (5) To the subject of an investigation or 
48 assessment or a report. 
49 (6) For the care or treatment of a child named in 
50 a report as a victim of abuse. 
H-1796 -9-
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1 (7) To persons involved in an investigation or 
2 assessment of child abuse. 
3 3. The subject of a child abuse report may appeal 
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4 the decision resulting from a hearing held pursuant to 
5 subsection 2 to the district court of Polk county or 
6 to the district court of the district in which the 
7 subject of the child abuse report resides. 
8 Immediately upon appeal the court shall order the. 
9 department to file with the court a certified copy of 

10 the eh±%d-8btl~e-±n€ormae±on report data or disposition 
11 data. Appeal shall be taken in accordance with 
12 chapter 17A. 
13 4. Upon the request of the appellant, the record 
14 and evidence in such cases shall be closed to all but 
15 the court and its officers, and access ehereeo to the 
16 record and evidence shall be prohibited unless 
17 otherwise ordered by the court. The clerk shall 
18 maintain a separate docket for such actions. No~ 
19 person other than the appellant shall not permit a 
20 copy of any of the testimony or pleadings or the 
21 substance ehereo€ of the testimony or pleadings to be 
22 made available to any person other than a party to the 
23 action or the party's attorney. Violation of the 
24 provisions of this subsection shall be a public 
25 offense punishable under section 235A.21. 
26 5. Whenever the reg±~ery department corrects or 
27 eliminates ±n€ormae±on data as requested or as ordered 
28 by the court, the reg±~ery department shall advise all 
29 persons who have received the incorrect ±n€ormae±on 
30 data of such fact. Upon application to the court and 
31 service of notice on the reg±~ery department, any 
32 subject of a child abuse report may request and obtain 
33 a list of all persons who have received eh±%d-abtl~e 
34 ±n€ormae±on report data or disposition data referring 
35 to the subject. 
36 6. In the course of any proceeding provided for by 
37 this section, the identity of the person who reported 
38 the disputed ±n€ormae±on data and the identity of any 
39 person who has been reported as having abused a child 
40 may be withheld upon a determination by the regi~try 
41 department that disclosure of their identities would 
42 be detrimental to their interests. 
43 Sec. Section 235A.20, Code 1997, is amended 
44 to read as follows: 
45 235A.20 CIVIL REMEDY. 
46 Any aggrieved person may institute a civil action 
47 for damages under chapter 669 or 670 or to restrain 
48 the dissemination of child abuse information in 
49 violation of this chapter, and any person, agency or 
50 other recipient proven to have disseminated or to have 
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l requested and received child abuse information in 
2 violation of this chapter, or any employee of the 
3 department who destroys investigation or assessment 
4 data except in accordance with rule as established by 
5 the department for retention of child abuse 
6 information under section 235A.l8 shall be liable for 
7 actual damages and exemplary damages for each 
8 violation and shalL be liable for court costs, 
9 expenses, and reasonable attorney's fees incurred by 

10 the party bringing the action. In no case shall the 
ll award for damages be less than one hundred dollars. 
12 Sec. Section 235A.2l, subsection l, Code 
13 1997, is amended to read as follows: 
14 1. Any person who willfully requests, obtains, or 
15 seeks to obtain child abuse information under false 
16 pretenses, or who willfully communicates or seeks to 
17 communicate child abuse information to any agency or 
18 person except in accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 
19 235A.l7, or any person connected with any research 
20 authorized pursuant to section 235A.l5 who willfully 
21 falsifies child abuse information or any records 
22 relating the~eto to child abuse information, or any 
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23 employee of the department who destroys investigation 
24 or assessment data except in accordance with rule as 
25 established by the department for retention of child 
26 abuse information under section 235A.l8 is guilty of a 
27 serious misdemeanor. Any person who knowingly, but 
28 without criminal purposes, communicates or seeks to 
29 communicate child abuse information except in 
30 accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 235A.l7 shall be 
31 guilty of a simple misdemeanor." 
32 87. Page 16, by inserting after line 31 the 
33 following: 
34 "Sec. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 176, 
35 section 2~f enacted, is amended by striking the 
36 section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
37 SEC. 2. Section 232.70, Code 1997, is amended by 
38 adding the following new subsection: 
39 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. If a report would be 
40 determined to constitute an allegation of child abuse 
41 as defined under section 232.68, subsection 2, 
42 paragraph "c" or "e", except that the suspected abuse 
43 resulted from the acts or omissions of a person other 
44 than a person responsible for the care of the child, 
45 the department shall refer the report to the 
46 appropriate law enforcement agency having jurisdiction 
47 to investigate the allegation. The department shall 
48 refer the report orally as soon as practicable and in 
49 writing within seventy-two hours of receiving the 
50 report. 
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1 Sec. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, 
2 sections-ri, 15, and 16 amending section 235A.15, if 
3 enacted, are repealed. 
4 Sec. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, 
5 sections-rB and 19, amending section 235A.l8, Code 
6 1997, if enacted, are repealed. 
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7 Sec. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, section 
8 20, amending section 235A.19, subsection 2, paragraph 
9 a, if enacted, is repealed." 

10 88. Page 16, line 32, by inserting before the 
11 word "REGISTRY" the following: "RETROACTIVE". 
12 89. Page 17, line 4, by striking the figure "2" 
13 and inserting the following: "3". 
14 90. Page 17, line 14, by inserting before the 
15 word "child" the following: "experienced parents from 
16 families of various sizes and with children of various 
17 ages and". 
18 91. Page 17, by inserting after line 22 the 
19 following: 
20 "Sec. EVALUATION. It is the intent of the 
21 general assembly that the department of human services 
22 will seek funding for the fiscal year beginning July 
23 1, 1998, and ending June'3o, 1999, for an independent 
24 evaluation of the changes implemented in the state's 
25 child protection system pursuant to the enactments of 
26 the Seventy-seventh General Assembly, 1997 Session. 
27 The evaluation should be conducted during the fiscal 
28 year beginning July 1, 1998, for submission to the 
29 governor and general assembly during the 1999 
30 legislative session. The evaluation should include 
31 but is not limited to a determination of whether the 
32 system changes have improved the safety of children 
13 and the support of families in the community, and 
34 should identify indicators of increased community 
35 involvement in child protection." 
36 92. Page 17, line 32, by striking the words 
37 "child abuse information" and inserting the following: 
38 "report data or disposition data". 
39 93. Page 17, line 34, by striking the word 
40 "information" and inserting the following: "data". 
41 94. By striking page 17, line 35, through page 
42 18, line 4, and inserting the following: 
43 "Sec. . Section 232.710, subsection 1, as 
44 enacted by-fhis Act, is amended to read as follows: 
45 1. The requirements of this section shall apply to 
46 child abuse information ±n-the-~e~o~t-o€-en 
47 ±n~e~t±~et±on-~e~€o~med-±n-eeeo~denee-w±th-~ee~±on 
48 ~3~~1z-o~-±n-the-~e~o~t-o€ relating to a report of 
49 child abuse and to an assessment performed in 
50 accordance with section ~3~~1lA 232.71B. 
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1 Sec. Section 232.710, subsection 5, paragraph 
2 a, subparagraphs (1} and (2), Code 1997, as enacted by 
3 this Act, are amended to read as follows: 
4 (1) fn~e~t±9at±on-o~-a~~e~~ment Assessment data. 
5 (2) Information pertaining to an allegation of 
6 child abuse for which there was no ±n~e~t±9at±on-o~ 
7 assessment performed. 
8 Sec. Section 235A.l3, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
9 Code 199~is amended to read as follows: 

10 As used in chapter 232, division III, part 2, and 
11 sections 235A.13 to 235A.23, unless the context 
12 otherwise requires: 
13 Sec. Section 235A.13, subsection 1, paragraph 
14 b, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
15 read as follows: 
16 b. fn~e~t±9at±on-o~-a~~e~~ment Assessment data. 
17 Sec. Section 235A.l3, subsection 5, Code 1997, 
18 is amended to read as follows: 
19 5. "Individually identified" means any report, 
20 ±n~e~t±9et±on assessment, or disposition data which 
21 names the person or persons responsible or believed 
22 responsible for the child abuse. 
23 Sec. Section 235A.13, subsection 6, 
24 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by this 
25 Act, is amended to read as follows: 
26 "fn~e~t±9et±on-o~-a~~e~~ment Assessment data" means 
27 any of the following information pertaining to the 
28 department's evaluation of a family: 
29 Sec. Section 235A.l3, subsection 8, 
30 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by this 
31 Act, is amended to read as follows: 
32 "Report data" means any of the following 
33 information pertaining to an ±n~e~t±9et±on-o~ 
34 assessment of an allegation of child abuse in which 
35 the department has determined the alleged child abuse 
36 meets the definition of child abuse: 
37 Sec. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph 
38 b, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by 
39 this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
40 b. Persons involved in an ±n~e~t±9et±on assessment 
41 of child abuse as follows: 
42 Sec. Section 235A.15, subsection 2, paragraph 
43 b, subparagraphs (2), (3}, (4}, and (8), Code 1997, as 
44 amended by this Act, are amended to read as follows: 
45 (2} To an employee or agent of the department of 
46 human services responsible for the ±n~e~t±9et±on 
47 assessment of a child abuse report. 
48 (3) To a law enforcement officer responsible for 
49 assisting in an ±n~e~t±9et±on assessment of a child 
50 abuse allegation or for the temporary emergency 
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1 removal of a child from the child's home. 
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2 (4) To a multidisciplinary team, if the department 
3 of human services approves the composition of the 
4 multidisciplinary team and determines that access to 
5 the team is necessary to assist the department in the 
6 ~n~e~t~g~t~on; diagnosis, assessment, and disposition 
7 of a child abuse case. 
8 (8) To a licensing authority for a facility 
9 providing care to a child named in a report, if the 

10 licensing authority is notified of a relationship 
11 between facility policy and the alleged child abuse 
12 under section 232~7~,-~tlb~eet~on-4 232.71B. 
13 Sec. ___ Section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph 
14 d, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by 
15 this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
16 Report data and disposition data, and ~n~e~t~g~t~on 
17 or assessment data to the extent necessary for 
18 resolution of the proceeding, relating to judicial and 
19 administrative proceedings as follows: 
20 Sec. Section 235A.l5, subsection 3, paragraph 
21 b, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
22 read as follows: 
23 b. Persons involved ln an ~n~e~t~g~t~on-or 
24 assessment of child abuse identified in subsection 2, 
25 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), 
26 and ( 9) • 
27 Sec. Section 235A.l5, subsection 4, paragraph 
28 b, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
29 read as follows: 
30 b. Persons involved in an ~n~e~t~g~t~on-er 
31 assessment of child abuse identified in subsection 2, 
32 paragraph "b", subparagraphs (2), (6), and (7). 
33 Sec. . Section 235A.l5, subsection 6, Code 
34 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as 
35 follows: 
36 6. a. If a child who is a legal resident of 
37 another state is present in this state and a report of. 
38 child abuse is made concerning the child, the 
39 department shall act to ensure the safety of the 
40 child. The department shall contact the child's state 
41 of legal residency to coordinate the ~n~e~t~g~t~on 
42 assessment of the report. If the child's state of 
43 residency refuses to conduct an investigation, the 
44 department shall commence an appropriate ~n~e~t~9~t~en 
45 assessment. 
46 b. If a report of child abuse is made concerning 
47 an alleged perpetrator who resides in this state and a 
48 child who resides in another state, the department 
49 shall assist the child's state of residency in 
50 conducting an ±n~e~t~9at±on assessment of the report. 
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1 The assistance shall include but is not limited to an 
2 offer to interview the alleged perpetrator and any 
3 other relevant source. If the child's state of 
4 residency refuses to conduct an investigation of the 
5 report, the department shall commence an appropriate 
6 ~~~~~~±9~~±o~ assessment. The department shall seek 
7 to develop protocols with states contiguous to this 
8 state for coordination in the investigation or 
9 assessment of a report of child abuse when a-person 

10 involved with the report is a resident of another 
11 state. 
12 Sec. Section 235A.17, subsection 2, Code 
13 1997, as-affiended by this Act, is amended to read as 
14 follows: 
15 2. The department of human services may notify 
16 orally the mandatory reporter in an individual child 
17 abuse case of the results of the case ±~~~~~±9~~±oft 
18 assessment and of the confidentiality provisions of 
19 sections 235A.15 and 235A.21. The department shall 
20 subsequently transmit a written notice to the 
21 mandatory reporter of the results and confidentiality 
22 provisions. If the report data and disposition data 
23 have been placed in the registry as founded child 
24 abuse pursuant to section 232.710, a copy of the 
25 written notice shall be transmitted to the registry 
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26 and shall be maintained by the registry as provided in 
27 section 235A.18. Otherwise, a copy of the written 
28 notice shall be retained by the department with the 
29 case file. 
30 Sec. Section 235A.19, subsection 2, paragraph 
31 a, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
32 read as follows: 
33 a. A subject of a child abuse report may file with 
34 the department within six months of the date of the 
35 notice of the results of ~~-±ft~e~~±9~~±o~-r~~tl~r~o-by 
36 ~~e~±oft-~3~.~i,-~tlb~ee~±oft-~,-or an assessment 
37 performed in accordance with section 232.71A, a 
38 written statement to the effect that report data and 
39 disposition data referring to the subject is in whole 
40 or in part erroneous, and may request a correction of 
41 that data or of the findings of the ~~~~~~~9~~~oft-or 
42 assessment report. The department shall provide the 
43 subject with an opportunity for an evidentiary hearing 
44 pursuant to chapter 17A to correct the data or the 
45 findings, unless the department corrects the data or 
46 findings as requested. The department may defer the 
47 hearing until the conclusion of a pending juvenile or 
48 district couit case relating to the data or findings. 
49 Sec. Section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph 
50 b, subparagraphs (5) and (7), Code 1997, as amended by 
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1 this Act, are amended to read as follows: 
2 (5) To the subject of an ±n~e~t±g~t±on-or 
3 assessment or a report. 
4 (7) To persons involved in an ±n~e~t±gat±on-or 
5 assessment of child abuse." 
6 95. By renumbering as necessary. 

H-1796 FILED APRIL 17, 1997 
RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 

~~ 
'-f-Z..I-q' 

{?.!2J7e:) 

Page 31 



Passed House, Date -----
Vote: Ayes Nays 

HUMAN RESOURCES 

-.~ ucc~eded 8~ .. 
HOUSE FILE SF 0~ ,II;; -~ 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

HUMAN RESOURCES BILL BY 

CHAIRPERSON BODDICKER) 

Passed Senate, Date ------
Vote: Ayes ___ _ Nays ___ _ 

Approved ---------------

A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to child abuse information and the central 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

BE 

registry for child abuse information maintained by the 
department of human services and providing an effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 2120HC 77 

jp/jj/8 



S.F. H.F. --------

1 

2 

DIVISION I 

CHILD ABUSE REGISTRY 

3 Section 1. Section 232.70, subsection 4, Code 1997, is 
4 amended to read as follows: 

5 4. ~he Upon receipt of a report the department e£-httmaft 
6 se~v±ees shall do all of the following: 

7 a. Immediately, upon receipt of an oral report, make a 

8 determination as to whether the report constitutes an 

9 allegation of child abuse as defined in section 232.68;~ 

10 o•--Make-a-~epo~t-to-the-eeftt~ai-~eg±st~y-±£-the-o~ai 

11 ~epo~t-has-oeeft-dete~m±fted-to-eoftst±tttte-a-eh±id-aottse 
12 aiiegat±oft; 

13 e.--Fo~wa~d-a-eopy-e£-the-w~±tteft-~epo~t-to-the-~eg±st~y; 

14 aftd 

15 d• b. Notify the appropriate county attorney of the 

16 receipt of afty the report. 

17 Sec. 2. ·section 232.71, subsections 7, 8, and 9, Code 

18 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

19 7. The department, upon completion of its investigation, 
20 shall make a preliminary report of its investigation as 

21 ~eqtt±~ed containing the information required by subsection 2. 

22 A copy of this report shall be transmitted to juvenile court 

23 within four regular working days after the department 

24 initially receives the abuse report unless the juvenile court 

25 grants an extension of time for good cause shown. If the 
26 preliminary report is not a complete report, a-complete report 

27 shall be filed within ten working days of the receipt of the 

28 abuse report, unless the juvenile court grants an extension of 

29 time for good cause shown. If required under section 232.710, 

30 the report of the investigation shall be placed in the central 

31 registry. The department shall notify a subject of the report 

32 of the result of the ~nvestigation, of the subject's right to 

33 correct the information pursuant to section 235A.l9, and of 

34 the procedures to correct the information. The juvenile court 

35 shall notify the ~eg±st~y department of any action it takes 
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1 with respect to a suspected case of child abuse. 
2 o •... ··The-depal'tment-o£-httmEu'i-ser'liees-sha:U::-·tran!!mH:-a-eol'y 

3 o£-the-~epo~t-o£-its-in'lestigation,-ine~ttding-aet±ons-taken-e~ 

4 eontempiated,-to-the-~egist~y.--~he-depa~tment-o£-httman 

5 se~'l±ees-sha~~-make-pe~±od±e-£o~iow-ttp-~epo~ts-the~ea£te~-in-a 

6 manne~-~~ese~±bed-by-the-~eg±st~y-so-that-the-~eg±st~y-±s-kept 

7 ttp-to-date-and-£tt~~y-±n£o~med-eonee~ning-the-hand~±ng-o£-a 
8 sttspeeted-ease-o£-eh±~d-abttse. 

9 9 8. The department o£-httman-se~v±ees shall also transmit 
10 a copy of the report of its investigation to the county 

11 attorney. The county attorney shall notify the ~egist~y 
12 department office which transmitted the report to the county 

13 attorney of any actions or contemplated actions with respect 
14 to a sttspeeted alleged case of child abuse so that the 

15 ~eg±st~y department office is kept up-to-date and fully 
16 informed concerning the handling of stteh-a the case. If the 

17 report was placed in the central registry in accordance with 
18 section 232.710, the department office shall notify the 

19 registry of any actions or contemplated actions by the county 
20 attorney concerning the report. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 232.71, Code 1997, is amended by adding 
22 the following new subsection: 

23 NEW SUBSECTION. 18. a. For the purposes of this 
24 subsection, "petechia" means a pinpoint, round, nonraised, 

25 purplish-red hemorrhage in the skin. 
26 b. Unless otherwise prohibited under section 234.40 or 

27 280.21, the reasonable and moderate use of physical discipline 
28 or corporal punishment by a child 1 s parent, guardian, or 

29 custodian for purposes of restraining or correcting the child 
30 shall not be determined to be child abuse. The age, physical 

31 size, and condition of the child, the location of any injury, 
32 and the frequency and recurrence of any injury shall be 

33 considered when determining whether an injury resulted from 
34 the reasonable and moderate use of physical discipline or 

35 corporal punishment by a child 1 s parent, guardian, or 
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1 custodian. 

2 Cnleas determined tc be the result of physical discipline 

3 or corporal punishment that was not reasonable or moderate, 

4 the presence of a bruise, petechia, or other superficial mark 

5 which does not constitute a more significant injury, even if 
6 the bruise, petechia, or other superficial mark exists for 

7 more than twenty-four hours, shall not be determined to be 
8 child abuse. 

9 c. Acts of physical discipline or corporal punishment 
10 which are not reasonable and moderate include but are not 

11 limited to any of the following: 
12 (1) Throwing, kicking, burning, biting, or cutting a 

13 child. 

14 (2) Striking a child with a closed fist. 

15 (3) Striking or other action that results in a 
16 nonaccidental injury to a child who is less than eighteen 

17 months of age. 
18 (4) Interfering with a child's breathing. 

19 (5) Threatening a child with a dangerous weapon. 

20 (6) Doing any other act that is likely to cause and does 

21 cause bodily injury greater than transient pain. 
22 Sec. 4. Section 232.71A, subsection 7, Code 1997, is 

23 amended by striking the subsection. 
24 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 232.71D FOUNDED CHILD ABUSE--

25 CENTRAL REGISTRY. 
26 1. The requirements of this section shall apply to child 

27 abuse information in the report of an investigation performed 

28 in accordance with section 232.71 or in the report of an 

29 assessment performed in accordance with section 232.71A. 

30 2. If the department determines the child suffered 

31 significant injury or was placed in great risk of injury, the 

32 name of the child and the alleged perpetrator of the child 

33 abuse shall be placed in the central registry as a case of 
34 founded child abuse. The child shall be considered to have 

35 suffered significant injury or was placed in great risk of 
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1 injury and the child abuse information shall be placed in the 
2 central registry as fou~ded child abuse under any of the 

3 following circumstances: 
4 a. The case was referred for juvenile or criminal court 

5 action as a result of the acts or omissions of the alleged 
6 perpetrator. 

7 b. In the opinion of a health practitioner or mental 
8 health professional, the injury to the child was a result of 

9 the acts or omissions of the alleged perpetrator and required 

10 or should have required medical or mental health treatment. 

11 However, if the injury to the child was a physical injury 
12 resulting from the disciplinary action of the child's parent 

13 and the physical injury did not require medical or mental 
14 health treatment the injury shall not be considered to be 

15 founded child abuse. 
16 c. The department receives a subsequent report and 

17 determines that the child suffered significant injury or was 

18 placed in great risk of injury due to the acts or omissions of 

19 the same alleged perpetrator. 
20 d. The department determines the acts or omissions meet 

21 the definition of child abuse under section 232.68, subsection 
22 2, paragraph "c", and the alleged perpetrator of the acts or 

23 omissions is age fourteen or older. However, the juvenile 
24 court may order the removal from the central registry of the 

25 name of an alleged perpetrator placed in the registry pursuant 

26 to this paragraph who is age fourteen through ~eventeen upon a 

27 finding of good cause. The name of an alleged perpetrator who 
28 is less than age fourteen shall not be placed in the central 
29 registry pursuant to this paragraph. 
30 e. The department determines the alleged perpetrator of 

31 the child abuse will continue to pose a danger to the child 
32 who is the subject of the report of child abuse or to another 

33 child with whom the alleged perpetrator may come into contact. 

34 3. If child abuse information is placed in the central 

35 registry in accordance with this section, the department shall 
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1 make periodic follow-up reports in a manner prescribed by the 

2 registry so that the registry is kept up-to-date and fuJ.ly 

3 informed concerning the case. 
4 4. In any other case, the child abuse information in the 

5 report of an investigation or an assessment shall not be 
6 placed in the central registry and notwithstanding chapter 22, 

7 the confidentiality of the information shall be maintained in 
8 accordance with chapter 235A. 

9 Sec. 6. Section 235A.15, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
10 follows: 

11 235A.15 AUTHORIZED ACCESS PROCEDURES INVOLVING OTHER 
12 STATES. 

13 1.· Notwithstanding chapter 22, the confidentiality of all 
14 child abuse information shall be maintained, except as 

15 specifically provided by subsection 2, 3, or 4. 

16 2. Access to child abuse information othe~-than-Hn£oHnded 

17 ehfid-abH8e-in£o~mation is authorized only to the following 
18 persons or entities: 

19 a. Subjects of a report as follows: 
20 (1) To a child named in a report as a victim of abuse or 

21 to the child's attorney or guardian ad litem. 
22 (2) To a parent or the attorney for the parent of a child 

23 named in a report as a victim of abuse. 
24 (3) To a guardian or legal custodian, or that person's at-

25 torney, of a child named in a report as a victim of abuse. 
26 (4) To a person or the attorney for the per5on named in a 

27 report as having abused a child. 
28 b. Persons involved in an investigation of child abuse as 

29 follows: 
30 (1) To a health practitioner or mental health professional 

31 who is examining, attending, or treating a child whom such 

32 practitioner or professional believes or has reason to believe 

33 has been the victim of abuse or to a health practitioner or 

34 mental health professional whose consultation with respect to 

35 a child believed to have been the victim of abuse is requested 
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1 by the department. 
2 (2) To an employee or agent of the department of human 

3 services responsible for the investigation of a child abuse 

4 report. 

5 (3) To a law enforcement officer responsible for assisting 

6 in an investigation of a child abuse allegation or for the 

7 temporary emergency removal of a child from the child's home. 

8 (4) To a multidisciplinary team, if the department of 

9 human services approves the composition of the 
10 multidisciplinary team and determines that access to the team 

11 is necessary to assist the department in the investigation, 
12 diagnosis, assessment, and disposition of a child abuse case. 

13 (5J In an individual case, to the mandatory reporter who 

14 reported the child abuse. 

15 (6) To the county attorney. 
16 (7) To the juvenile court. 

17 (8) To a licensing authority for a facility providing care 
18 to a child named in a report, if the licensing authority is 

19 notified of a relationship between facility policy and the 
20 alleged child abuse under section 232.71, subsection 4. 

21 (9) To a person or agency responsible for the care or 

22 supervision of a child named in a report as a victim of abuse 

23 or a person named in a report as having abused a child, if the 

24 juvenile court or department deems access to child abuse 

25 information by the person or agency to be necessary. 

26 c. Individuals, agencies, or facilities providing care to 

27 a child, but only with respect to disposition data for cases 
28 of founded child abuse placed in the central registry in 

29 accordance with section 232.710 as follows: 

30 t~t--To-8-~ieeftsiftg-8ttthority-£or-8-£8ei~ity-~rovioiftg-e8re 

31 to-8-ehi%o-ft8meo-ift-8-re~ort,-i£-the-%ieeftsiftg-8ttthority-is 

32 ftoti£ieo-o£-8-re%8tioftshi~-betweeft-£8ei%ity-~o%iey-8fto-the 

33 ehi%o-8bttse-ttftoer-seetioft-%3%~7~7-sttbseetioft-4~ 

34 t%t--To-8ft-8ttthorizeo-~ersoft-or-8geftey-res~oftsib%e-£or-the 

35 e8re-or-stt~ervisioft-o£-8-ehi%d-ft8med-ift-a-re~ort-8s-a-viet±m 
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1 o~-abttse-o~-a-~e~soH-Hamed-in-a-~epo~e-as-having-abttsed-a 

2 ehildi-if-the-·juvenile-eeHrt-or-regi8try-de~~3-eeee~~-~o-e~i~d 

3 abttse-iH~o~maeioH-by-stteh-pe~son-er-ageHey-eo-be-Heeessa~y. 

4 t3t 1!1 To an employee or agent of the department of human 

5 services responsible for registering or licensing or approving 
6 the registration or licensing of an agency or facility, or to 

7 an individual providing care to a child and regulated by the 
8 department. 

9 t4t ~ To an employee of the department of human services 
10 responsible for an adoptive placement, a certified adoption 

11 investigator, or licensed child placing agency responsible for 
12 an adoptive placement. 

13 tSt ill To an administrator of a psychiatric medical 
14 institution for children licensed under chapter 135H. 

15 t6t 1!1 To an administrator of a child foster care 
16 facility licensed under chapter 237 if the information 

17 concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 
18 by the facility. 

19 t~t ~ To an administrator of a child day care facility 
20 registered or licensed under chapter 237A if the information 

21 concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

22 by or living in the facility. 

23 tat l§l To the superintendent of the Iowa braille and 
24 sight saving school if the information concerns a person 

25 employed or being considered for employment or living in the 
26 school. 

27 t9t 111 To the superintendent of the school for the deaf 
28 if the information concerns a person employed or being 

29 considered for employment or living in the school. 

30 f%9t ~ To an administrator of a community mental health 

31 center accredited under chapter 230A if the information 
32 concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

33 by the center. 
34 f%%t ~ To an administrator of a facility or program 

35 operated by the state, a city, or a county which provides 
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1 services or care directly to children, if the information 
2 concerns a pe~son effiployzd by or being considered for 

3 employment by the facility or program. 

4 t%~t 1!Ql To an administrator of an agency certified by 

5 the department of human services to provide services under a 
6 medical assistance home and community-based services waiver, 

7 if the information concerns a person employed by or being 
8 considered by the agency for employment. 

9 t%3t (11) To the administrator of an agency providing 
10 mental health, mental retardation, or developmental disability 

11 services under a county management plan developed pursuant to 
12 section 331.439, if the information concerns a person employed 

13 by or being considered by the agency for employment. 
14 d. Relating to judicial and administrative proceedings as 

15 follows: 

16 {1) To a juvenile court involved in an adjudication or 

17 disposition of a child named in a report. 
18 (2) To a district court upon a finding that information is 

19 necessary for the resolution of an issue arising in any phase 

20 of a case involving child abuse. 

21 {3) To a court or administrative agency hearing an appeal 
22 for correction of child abuse information as provided in 
23 section 235A.l9. 

24 (4) To an expert witness at any stage of an appeal 

25 necessary for correction of child abuse information as 
26 provided in section 235A.l9. 

27 {5) To a probation or parole officer, juvenile court 
28 officer, or adult correctional officer having custody or 

29 supervision of, or conducting an investigation for a court or 
30 the board of parole regarding, a person named in a report as a 

31 victim of child abuse or as having abused a child. 
32 e. Others as follows: 

33 (1) To a person conducting bona fide research on child 
34 abuse, but without information identifying individuals named 

35 in a child abuse report, unless having that information open 
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1 to review is essential to the research or evaluation and the 
2 authorized registry officials give prior written approval and 

3 the child, the child's guardian or guardian ad litem and the 
4 person named in a report as having abused a child give 

5 permission to release the information. 
6 (2) To registry or department personnel when necessary to 

7 the performance of their official duties or to a person or 
8 agency under contract with the department to carry out 

9 official duties and functions of the registry. 

10 (3) To the department of justice for the sole purpose of 

11 the filing of a claim for restitution or compensation pursuant 
12 to section 910A.5 and section 912.4, subsections 3 through 5. 

13 Information provided pursuant to this subparagraph is ~ubject 
14 to the provisions of section 912.10. 

15 (4) To a legally constituted child protection agency of 
16 another state which is investigating or treating a child named 

17 in a report as having been abused or which is investigating or 

18 treating a person named as having abused a child. 

19 tSt--~o-a-~ttbi±e-o~-i±eensed-eh±id-~iae±ng-ageney-o~ 

20 anoehe~-seaee-~es~ons±bie-~o~-an-ado~e±~e-o~-~osee~-ea~e 

21 ~~e~iaeemene-o~-~iaeemene-e~aittae±on. 
22 f6t ~ To the attorney for the department of human 

23 services who is responsible for representing the department. 
24 f. Others but only with respect to disposition data for 

25 cases of founded child abuse placed in the central registry 

26 pursuant to section 232.710 as follows: 

27 (1) To a public or licensed child-placing agency of 
28 another state responsible for an adoptive or foster care 

29 preplacement or placement evaluation. 
30 t~t ~ To the state and local citizen foster care review 

31 boards created pursuant to sections 237.16 and 237.19. 

32 t8t 111 To an employee or agent of the department of human 

33 services regarding a person who is providing child day care if 

34 the person is not registered or licensed to operate a child 

35 day care facility. 
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1 t9t 1!1 To the board of educational examiners created 
2 under chapter 272 for purposes of determining whether a 

3 practitioner's license should be denied or revoked. 
4 t~9t ~ To a legally constituted child protection agency 

5 in another state if the agency is conducting a records check 
6 of a person who is providing care or has applied to provide 

1 care to a child in the other state. 
8 t~~t ~ To the legally authorized protection and advocacy 

9 agency recognized in section 135C.2, if a person identified in 

10 the information as a victim or a perpetrator of abuse resides 

11 in or receives services from a facility or agency because the 
12 person is diagnosed as having a developmental disability or a 

13 menta·l illness. 

14 t~~t ill To the department of human services for a record 

15 check relating to employment or residence pursuant to section 

16 218.13. 

17 t~3t ~ To an administrator of a child day care resource 
18 and referral agency which has entered into an agreement 

19 authorized by the department to provide child day care 
20 resource and referral services. Access is authorized if the 

21 information concerns a person providing child day care 
22 services or a person employed by a provider of such services 

23 and the agency includes the provider as a referral or the 

24 provider has requested to be included as a referral. 

25 t~4t ill To the Iowa board for the treatment of sexual 
26 abusers for purposes of certifying sex offender-treatment 
27 providers. 

28 t~St l!Ql To a person who submits written authorization 
29 from an individual allowing the person access to information 
30 pursuant to this subsection on behalf of the individual in 

31 order to verify whether the individual is named in a founded 

32 child abuse report as having abused a child. 

33 3.--Aeeess-to-ttft£ottftded-eh±~d-abttse-±n£ormatieft-is 

34 attthor±zed-oftiy-to-those-persons-±deftti£±ed-±ft-sttbseet±en-~, 

35 para~raph-uau,-para~raph-ubu7-sttbpara~raphs-t~t-aftd-t5t,-aftd 
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1 ~aragra~h-ueu,-sHb~aragra~h-t~t7-and-ee-ehe-de~aremene-e£ 
2 jtl3t ice··for-·purpo~es -of~· the .. cr:i:m.e -v±et :im- co::npen~.!tt:i:el"l-p~e;~am 

3 ~n-aeeerdanee-w~eh-seee~on-9i~•i9• 

4 4 3. Access to founded child abuse information placed in 

5 the central registry pursuant to section 232.710 is authorized 
6 to the department of personnel or to the personnel office of a 

7 public employer, as defined in section 20.3, as necessary for 
8 presentation in grievance or arbitration procedures provided 

9 for in sections 19A.l4 and 20.18. Child abuse information 
10 introduced into a grievance or arbitration proceeding shall 

11 not be considered a part of the public record of a case. 
12 4. a. If a child who is a legal resident of another state 

13 is present in this state and a report of child abuse is made 
14 concerning the child, the department shall act to ensure the 

15 safety of the child. The department shall contact the child's 

16 state of legal residency to coordinate the investigation of 

17 the report. If the child's state of residency refuses to 
18 conduct an investigation, the department shall commence an 

19 appropriate investigation. 
20 b. If a report of child abuse is made concerning an 

21 alleged perpetrator who resides in this state and a child who 
22 resides in another state, the department shall assist the 

23 child's state of residency in conducting an investigation of 
24 the report. The assistance shall include but is not limited 

25 to an offer to interview the alleged perpetrator and any other 
26 relevant source. If the child's state of residency refuses to 

27 conduct an investigation of the report, the department shall 
28 commence an appropriate investigation. The department shall 

29 seek to develop protocols with states contiguous to this state 
30 for coordination in the investigation of a report of child 

31 abuse when a person involved with the report is a resident of 

32 another state. 

33 Sec. 7. Section 235A.l7, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

34 amended to read as follows: 

35 2. The department of human services may notify orally the 
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1 mandatory reporter in an individual child abuse case of the 
2 results of the case investigation and of the confidentiality 

3 provisions of sections 235A.l5 and 235A.21. The department 
4 shall subsequently transmit a written notice to the mandatory 

5 reporter of the results and confidentiality provisions. A If 

6 the child abuse information has been placed in the registry as 

7 founded child abuse pursuant to section 232.71D, a copy of the 
8 written notice shall be transmitted to the registry and shall 

9 be maintained by the registry as provided in section 235A.l8. 
10 Otherwise, a copy of the written notice shall be retained by 

11 the department with the case file. 
12 Sec. 8. Section 235A.l8, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 
14 235A.l8 SEALING AND EXPUNGEMENT OF FOUNDED CHILD ABUSE 

15 INFORMATION. 
16 1. Child abuse information relating to a particular case 

17 of alleged abuse which has been determined to be founded child 
18 abuse and placed in the central ·registry in accordance with 

19 section 232.71D shall be maintained in the registry as 
20 follows: 

21 a. Child abuse information relating to a particular case 
22 of sttspee~ed alleged child abuse shall be sealed ten years 

23 after the reee±p~ initial placement of the ±n±~±al-repor~-or 
24 stteh child abuse by information in the registry unless good 

25 cause be shown why the information should remain open to 
26 authorized access. If a subsequent report of a~sttspee~ed an 

27 alleged case of child abuse involving the child named in the 
28 initial repor~ child abuse information as the victim of abuse 

29 or a person named in stteh-re~or~ the information as having 
30 abused a child is received by the re9±~~ry department within 

31 this ten-year period, the information shall be sealed ten 
32 years after receipt of the subsequent report unless good cause 

33 be shown why the information should remain open to authorized 
34 access. 

35 b. ~he-±nrorma~±on Information sealed in accordance with 
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1 .:!:h!~ __ section shall be expunged from the central registry eight 
2 years after the date the information was sealed. 

3 2. €h±ld-abttse-in£e~mation-whieh-eannot-be-dete~mined-by-a 

4 ~re~onderanee-o£-the-e~idenee-te-be-fottnded-o~-ttnfottnded-sha~% 

5 be-sealed-one-yea~-afte~-the-~eeei~t-o£-the-initia%-~epo~t-o£ 
6 abttse-and-expttnged-£i~e-yea~s-a£te~-the-date-it-was-seaied. 

7 €hild-abttse-info~mation-whieh-is-dete~mined-by-a-~~eponde~anee 
8 e£-the-e~idenee-te-be-ttnfottnded-shaii-be-expttnged-when-it-is 

9 dete~mined-to-be-ttnfettnded.--A-repe~t-shall-be-dete~m±ned-te 
10 be-ttnfottnded-as-a-~esttlt-o£-any-e£-the-£ellowing~ 

11 a.--'I'he-in~estigatien-e£-a-re~e~t-ef-sttspeeted-ehi%d-abttse 

12 by-the-depa~tment. 

13 b.--A-stteeess£ttl-appeal-as-~~e~ided-in-seetien-~3SA.l9• 

14 e.--A-eott~t-£inding-by-a-jtt~enile-e~-dist~iet-eott~t. 

15 The juvenile or district court and county attorney shall 
16 expunge child abuse information upon notice from the registry. 

17 The supreme court shall prescribe rules establishing the 
18 period of time child abuse information is retained by the 

19 juvenile and district court. A county attorney shall not 
20 retain child abuse information in excess of the time period 

21 the information would be retained under the rules prescribed 
22 by the supreme court. 

23 3. However, if a correction of child abuse information is 
24 requested under section 235A.l9 and the issue is not resolved 

25 at the end of the one-year period, the information shall be 
26 retained until the issue is resolved and if the-child abuse 

27 information is not determined to be founded, the information 

28 shall be expunged from the central registry at the appropriate 

29 time under subsection ~ 1. 

30 4. 'I'he-~egist~y,-at-%east-onee-a-yea~,-shal%-~eview-and 

31 dete~mine-the-ettrrent-stattts-e£-ehiid-abttse-repe~ts-whieh-are 
32 transmitted-er-made-to-the-registry-after-attly-l,-1974,-whieh 

33 a~e-at-least-ene-yea~-old-and-in-eonneetion-with-whieh-no 

34 investigatery-~e~ort-has-been-£iled-by-the-department-e£-httman 

35 se~~iees-ptt~sttant-to-seetien-~3~•71·--f£-ne-stteh-investigato~y 
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1 re~ore-nas-been-£iied7-ene-regisery-snail-reqttese-ehe 
2 depa~tmede-oE-httman-serviees-to-£±!e-a-repore.--fn-the-e~ene-a 

3 repore-is-noe-£iled-wiehin-ninety-days-stthseqttene-eo-stten-a 

4 reqttese,-ene-re~ore-and-±n£ormaeion-relae±ng-enereeo-shai%-be 

5 sealed-and-rema±n-sealed-ttniess-good-eattse-he-shown-why-ene 
6 ±n£ormae±on-shottid-rema±n-open-eo-attehor±zed-aeeess. If 

7 required by this subsection, for child abuse information in 
8 the central registry as of July 1, 1997, the central registry 

9 shall perform a review of the information utilizing the 

10 requirements for referral of child abuse information to the 

11 central registry as founded child abuse under section 232.710. 
12 If the review indicates the information would not be placed in 

13 the registry as founded child abuse under section 232.710, the 
14 information shall be expunged from the central registry. If 

15 the review indicates the child abuse information would be 
16 placed in the central registry under section 232.710, the 

17 information shall be subject to the provisions of subsection 
18 1, as to the time period the information is to be retained in 

19 the registry. A review shall be performed under any of the 
20 following conditions: 

21 a. The department is considering the information while 
22 performing a registry check under section 235A.l5. 

23 b. A review is indicated under a procedure for performing 
24 reviews adopted by the department. 

25 5. The department of human services shall adopt rules 
26 establishing the period of time child abuse information which 

27 is not maintained in the central registry is retained by the 
28 department. 

29 Sec. 9. Section 235A.l9, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 
30 amended to read as follows: 

31 1. A subject of a child abuse report, as identified in 
32 section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "a'', shall have the 

33 right to examine child abuse information ±n-ene-reg±sery which 

34 refers to the subject. The reg±sery department of human 

35 services may prescribe reasonable hours and places of 

-14-



S.F. ---- H.F. 

1 examination. 

2 Sec. 10. Section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph av Code 

3 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

4 a. A subject of a child abuse report may file with the 

5 department within six months of the date of the notice of the 
6 results of an investigation required by section 232.71, 

7 subsection 7, or an assessment performed in accordance with 

8 section 232.71A, a written statement to the effect that child 

9 abuse information referring to the subject is in whole or in 
10 part erroneous, and may request a correction of that 

11 information or of the findings of the investigation or 
12 assessment report. The department shall provide the subject 

13 with an opportunity for an evidentiary hearing pursuant to 
14 chapter 17A to correct the information or the findings, unless 

15 the department corrects the information or findings as 

16 requested. ~he-depa~emene-sha~~-de~ay-ehe-exp~ngemene-of 

17 in£o~maeion-whieh-is-noe-deee~mined-eo-be-£o~nded-~nei~-ehe 

18 eone~~sion-of-a-p~oeeeding-eo-eo~~eee-ehe-in£o~maeion-o~ 

19 £±nd±ngs. The department may defer the hearing until the 

20 conclusion of a pending juvenile or district court case 

21 relating to the information or findings. 
22 Sec. 11. Section 235A.22, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 235A.22 EDUCATION PROGRAM. 

25 The department of human services shall require an 
26 educational program for employees of the ~eg±sery department 

27 with access to child abuse information on the proper use and 

28 control of child abuse information. 

29 Sec. 12. Section 235A.23, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 235A.23 RS6%S~R¥ REPORTS. 

32 1. The ~egise~y department of human services may compile 

33 statistics, conduct research, and issue reports on child 

34 abuse, provided identifying details of the subject of child 

35 abuse reports are deleted from any report issued. 
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1 2. The ~egis~~y department shall issue an annual report on 

2 its administrative operation, including information as to the 

3 number of requests for child abuse data, the proportion of 

4 requests attributable to each type of authorized access, the 

5 frequency and nature of irregularities, and other pertinent 

6 matters. 

7 Sec. 13. 
8 child abuse 

9 information 

REGISTRY REVIEWS. A person who is a subject of a 

report which, as of July 1, 1997, is included as 

in the central registry under chapter 235A may 

10 submit a written request for review and expungement of the 

11 information from the central registry which refers to the 
12 person. The request must be submitted during the period 

13 beginning July 1, 1997, and ending December 31, 1997. The 

14 department shall perform the review in accordance with the 

15 provisions of section 235A.l8, subsection 4, as enacted by 

16 this Act. The department shall perform a requested review and 

17 issue a decision to the requestor in a timely manner, given 

18 the personnel resources available to the department for 

19 performing reviews. 
20 

21 
DIVISION II 

ASSESSMENT-BASED AMENDMENTS -- REPEALS 

22 Sec. 14. Section 232.71B, subsection 4, paragraph f, if 

23 enacted by 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, is amended by 

24 striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the 
25 following: 

26 f. For the purposes of this subsection, "petechia" means a 

27 pinpoint, round, nonraised, purplish-red hemorrhage in the 

28 skin. Unless otherwise prohibited under section 234.40 or 

29 280.21, the reasonable and moderate use of physical discipline 

30 or corporal punishment by a child's parent, guardian, or 

31 custodian for purposes of restraining or correcting the child 

32 shall not be determined to be child abuse. The age, physical 

33 size, and condition of the child, the location of any injury, 

34 and the frequency and recurrence of any injury shall be 

35 considered when determining whether an injury resulted from 
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1 the reasonable and moderate use of physical discipline or 
2 corporal punish~ent by a child's parent, guardian 1 or 

3 custodian. 

4 Unless determined to be the result of physical discipline 

5 or corporal punishment which was not reasonable or moderate, 
6 the presence of a bruise, petechia, or other superficial mark 

7 which does not constitute a more significant injury, even if 
8 the bruise, petechia, or other, superficial mark exists for 

9 more than twenty-four hours, shall not be determined to be 
10 child abuse. Acts of physical discipline or corporal 

11 punishment which are not reasonable and moderate include but 
12 are not limited to any of the following: 

13 (1) Throwing, kicking, burning, biting, or cutting a 
14 child. 

15 (2) Striking a child with a closed fist. 
16 (3) Striking or other action that results in a 

17 nonaccidental injury to a child who is less than eighteen 
18 months of age. 

19 (4) Interfering with a child's breathing. 
20 (5} Threatening a child with a dangerous weapon. 

21 (6) Doing any other act that is likely to cause and does 

22 cause bodily injury greater than transient pain. 

23 Sec. 15. Section 232.71B, subsection 11, if enacted by 
24 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, is amended by adding the 

25 following new paragraph: 
26 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. The department shall noctfy the 

27 subjects of the child abuse report, as identified in section 
28 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "a", of the results of the 

29 assessment, of the subject's right, pursuant to section 
30 235A.l9, to correct the child abuse information which refers 

31 to the subject, and of the procedures to correct the 
32 information. 

33 Sec. 16. Section 232.710, subsection 1, as enacted by this 
34 Act, is amended by striking the words "in the report of an 

35 investigation performed in accordance with section 232.71 or". 
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1 Sec. 17. Section 232.710, subsection 4, as enacted by this 
2 Act, is amended by striking the words "an investigation or". 

3 Sec. 18. EFFECTIVE DATE. Enactment of this division of 

4 this Act is contingent upon the enactment of 1997 Iowa Acts, 

5 Senate File 230. If Senate File 230 is enacted, this division 
6 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1998. 

7 EXPLANATION 
8 This bill relates to the central registry for child abuse 

9 information in the department of human services by providing 
10 criteria for the types of information to be placed in the 

11 registry and providing for the time period information is 
12 maintained. 

13 Code section 232.70, relating to the reporting procedure 
14 for child abuse, is amended to provide that upon receipt of a 

15 child abuse report, the department does not automatically 
16 forward the report to the central child abuse registry. 

17 Code section 232.71, relating to child abuse 
18 investigations, is amended to provide that only serious cases 

19 of child abuse are placed in the central registry following an 
20 investigation, as provided in new Code section 232.710 which 

21 appears later in the bill. Requirements for provision of 
22 follow-up information when a report is placed in the central 

23 registry are shifted to new Code section 232.710. 
24 Code section 232.71 is amended with a new subsection 

25 outlining the process to be used by the department in 
26 conducting an investigation in response to a child abuse 

27 report. The new language instructs the department that unless 
28 prohibited by law, reasonable or moderate use of physical 

29 discipline or corporal punishment by a child's parent, 
30 guardian, or custodian for purposes of restraining or 

31 correcting the child shall not be determined to be child 
32 abuse. The bill includes a list of acts which are not to be 

33 considered as reasonable or moderate use of physical 
34 discipline or corporal punishment. In division II of the bill 

35 the same language replaces language in new Code section 
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1 232.718, in Senate File 230, if enacted. Under Senate File 

2 230, if enacted, section 232.71 will be repealed July lt 1998. 

3 The replaced provision instructed the department that corporal 

4 punishment by the person responsible for the care of a child 

5 which does not result in a physical injury to the child shall 
6 not be considered child abuse. 

7 Code section 232.71A, relating to assessments performed by 
8 the department in response to a report of child abuse, is 

9 amended to strike the subsection relating to placement of 

10 founded child abuse information in the central child abuse 

11 registry. The stricken language is replaced in new Code 

12 section 232.710. 

13 Code section 234.40 prohibits the use of corporal 

14 punishment by a foster parent and Code section 280.21 

15 prohibits the use of corporal punishment by school employees. 
16 New Code section 232.710 provides that following either an 

17 investigation or an assessment, if the department determines a 

18 child suffered significant injury or was placed in great risk 

19 of injury, the child abuse information is transmitted to the 

20 central child abuse registry. For any of the following, the 

21 child shall be considered to have suffered significant injury 

22 or was placed in great risk of injury: referral of the case 

23 for juvenile or criminal court action, the injury to the child 

24 required or should have required medical or mental health 

25 treatment, a subsequent report is made and the department 

26 determines the child suffered significant injury or was placed 

27 in great risk of significant injury, the alleged child abuse 

28 was sexual abuse, or the alleged perpetrator will continue to 

29 pose a risk to the child or to another child with whom the 

30 alleged perpetrator may come into contact. In any other case 

31 the child abuse information is not placed in the central 
32 registry. 

33 The bill makes various amendments to Code chapter 235A, 

34 relating to the central child abuse registry and to child 

35 abuse information confidentiality and access requirements. 
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1 Code chapter 235A addresses confidentiality for all 
2 components of the child protection system: child abus~ 

3 reports, investigations, and dispositions. Under current law, 

4 Code section 235A.15 provides for access to all types of child 

5 abuse information and lists who has access to the various 
6 types of information. The bill revises the access 

7 requirements. 
8 Code section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "b", is 

9 amended so that the list of persons involved in an 
10 investigation retain access to all types of information but 

11 the list is expanded to include situations where licensing 
12 authorities are notified concerning policies of a facility 

13 providing care to a child named in a report and to agencies, 

14 persons, and alleged abusers if the juvenile court or 

15 department deems the access as necessary. In addition, the 
16 county attorney and juvenile court are included in the list of 

17 persons with authorized access. 
18 Code section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "c", is 

19 amended so that licensing authorities and persons deemed 
20 necessary added above are stricken from the list of persons 

21 providing care to a child. The bill also amends that 
22 paragraph "c" to restrict access to child abuse information by 

23 individuals, agencies, or facilities providing care to a child 
24 to only disposition data for cases of founded child abuse 

25 placed on the central registry in accordance with new Code 
26 section 232.710. 

27 Code section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "e", is 
28 amended to remove child placing agencies in other states from 

29 the list of persons with access to all types of child abuse 
30 information. Instead, such agencies would have access only to 

31 founded disposition data placed in the central registry in 
32 accordance with new Code section 232.710. 

33 Code section 235A.l5, subsection 2, is amended with a new 
34 paragraph "f'', which restricts an extensive list of persons 

35 who currently have general registry access to have access only 
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1 to founded child abuse information placed in the central 
2 registry in accordance with section 232.710. 

3 Code section 235A.l7 relates to redissemination of child 

4 abuse information in the registry. The bill amends references 

5 to the registry in provisions relating to notification of 
6 investigation results to the mandatory reporter who reported 

7 child abuse. 
8 Code section 235A.l8 relates to sealing and expungement of 

9 child abuse information in the registry. Under current law 
10 there are three possible findings resulting from a child abuse 

11 investigation: founded, undetermined, and unfounded. This 

12 Code section then provides for the length of time child abuse 

13 information is retained in the registry, depending upon the 
14 finding. Under the bill, only founded information referred to 

15 the registry under Code section 232.710 will be placed in the 
16 registry. Consequently, the bill eliminates the registry's 

17 records retention requirements for the undetermined and 
18 unfounded categories. 

19 Code section 235A.l8 provides for the registry to review 
20 and remove information placed in the registry under the law in 

21 effect prior to July 1, 1997, if the information would not be 
22 placed in the registry under the criteria established in the 

23 bill in new Code section 232.710. 
24 The supreme court is to prescribe rules for the period of 

25 time child abuse information is to be retained by the court. 
26 The county attorney is to abide by the time pe~iods applicable 

27 to the court for retaining child abuse information. The 
28 department of human services is to adopt rules for the same 

29 purpose for child abuse information which is not placed in the 
30 registry. 

31 Code section 235A.l9 relates to examination of records and 
32 requests for correction or expungement and appeals by a 
33 subject of a child abuse report. This section is amended to 
34 provide for review and appeal of child abuse information by a 

35 subject, whether or not the information is placed in the 
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1 registry. In addition, the bill deletes a reference to 

2 expur.gernent of unfounded information. 

3 Code section 235A.22 which requires education of registry 
4 employees concern~ng use of control of child abuse information 

5 is amended to apply to the department's employees with access 
6 to child abuse information. 

7 Code section 235A.23, relating to registry reports, is 
8 expanded to apply to the overall department of human services. 

9 Division I includes a temporary law provision authorizing 
10 subjects of child abuse information placed in the central 

11 registry as founded child abuse to request a review of the 
12 information referring to the subject. The request must be 

13 submitted during the period of July 1, 1997, through December 
14 31, 1997. The review is to be performed utilizing the 

15 criteria contained in new Code section 232.71D included in the 
16 bill. 

~ 17 In division II of the bill, in addition to the instructions 
18 regarding physical discipline or corporal punishment 

19 previously described, the bill further amends Senate File 230. 
20 The amendment reinserts language in current law requiring the 

21 department of human services to notify a subject of a child 
22 abuse report concerning the results of an assessment and of 

23 the subject's right to correct child abuse information which 
24 refers to the subject. 

25 Division II strikes references to the investigation-based 
26 approach from new Code section 232.71D which is-in the bill. 

27 Division II only takes effect in the event Senate File 230 
28 is enacted. If Senate File 230 is enacted, division II of 

29 this bill takes effect July 1, 1998. 
30 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 

-22-

LSB 2120HC 77 

jp/jj/8.1 



• 

HOUSE FILE 698 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO CHILD ABUSE INFORMATION AND THE CENTRAL REGISTRY 

FOR CHILD ABUSE INFORMATION MAINTAINED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

OF HUMAN SERVICES AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

DIVISION I 

CHILD ABUSE REGISTRY 

Section 1. Section 232.68, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

1997, is amended to read as follows: 

The definitions in section 235A.l3 are applicable to this 

part 2 of division III. As used in sections 232.67 through 

232.77 and 235A.l2 through 235A.23, unless the context 

otherwise requires: 

Sec. 2. Section 232.70, subsection 4, Code 1997, is 

amended to read as follows: 

4. Phe Upon receipt of a report the department ~£-httmaft 
se~v~ees shall do all of the following: 

a. Immediately, upon receipt of an oral report, make a 

determination as to whether the report constitutes an 

allegation of child abuse as defined in section 232.687~ 

b~--Make-a-~epo~e-ee-ehe-eene~a%-~eg~se~y-~£-the-o~a% 

~ep~~e-hes-been-dete~m~nerl-to-eoftstittlte-a-eh~%d-ebHse 

a'l:'l:e9aeion; 

e~--Po~wa~rl-e-eopy-o£-ehe-w~~eeen-~epe~e-to-ehe-~eg~stry; 

and 

d. ~ Notify the appropriate county attorney of the 
receipt of any the report. 

Sec. 3. Section 232.71, subsections 7, 8, and 9, Code 

1997, are amended to read as follows: 

7. 'l'he department, upon completion of its investigation, 

shall make a preliminary report of its investigation e~ 

re~tti~ed containing the information required by subsection 2. 

A copy of this report shall be transmitted to juvenile court 

-
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within four regular working days after the department 

initially receives the abuse report unless the juvenile court 

grants an extension of time for good cause shown. If the 

preliminary report is not a complete report, a complete report 

shall be filed within ten working days of the receipt of the 
abuse report, unless the juvenile court grants an extension of 

time for good cause shown. If required under section 232.710, 

the report of the investigation shall be placed in the central 

registry. The department shall notify a subject of the report 

of the result of the investigation, of the subject's right to 

correct the in£ormation report data and disposition data 

pursuant to section 235A.l9, and of the procedures to correct 

the ~n£ermet~on data. The juvenile court shall notify the 

~e9~stry department of any action it takes with respect to a 

suspected case of child abuse. 

8~--P~e-rleperemene-of-httman-ser~iees-she'l:i-transmie-e-eopy 

of-the-repore-o£-its-in~esti9at~en,-ine1:ttdin9-aee~ens-eeken-er 

eontemp1:aeed,-to-the-re9~Stry,--~he-oepartmene-e£-httman 

ser~~ee~-she1:i-ma~e-period±e-£or1:ow-ttp-reperes-ehe~ea£ter-±n-a 

manner-preseribed-by-t~e-re9istry-so-thae-the-re9±stry-~s-kepe 

ttp-te-date-end-fttf%y-informed-eeneernin9-the-hend1:in9-0£-e 

sttspeeted-ease-ef-eh~'l:d-abttse~ 

9 ~· The department ef-htlman-serv~ees shall also transmit 
a copy of the report of its investigation to the county 

attorney. The county attorney shall notify the ~e9istry 

department office which transmitted the report to the county 

attorney of any actions or contemplated actions with respect 

to a sttspeeeed alleged case of child abuse so that the 

re9~stry department office is kept up-to-date and fully 

informed concerning the handling of stteh-a the case. If the 

report was placed in the central registry in accordance with 

section 232.710, the department office shall notify the 

registry of any actions or contemplated actions by the county 

attorney concerning the report. 

Sec. 4. Section 232.71A, subsection 7, Code 1997, is 

amended by striking the subsection. 

::t 
'T1 
0> 
CD 
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Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 232.710 FOUNDED CHILD ABUSE 
CENTRAL REGISTRY. 

1. The requirements of this section shall apply to child 

abuse information in the report of an investigation performed 

in accordance with section 232.71 or in the report of an 

assessment performed in accordance with section 232.71A. 

2. If the alleged child abuse meets the definition of 

child abuse under section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "a" 

or "d", and the department determines the injury or risk of 

harm to the child was minor and isolated and is unlikely to 

reoccur, the names of the child and the alleged perpetrator of 

the child abuse and any other child abuse information shall 

not be placed in the central registry as a case of founded 

child abuse. 

3. Except as otherwise provided in section 232.68, 

subsection 2, paragraph "d", regarding parents legitimately 

practicing religious beliefs, the names of the child and the 

alleged perpetrator and the report data and disposition data 

shall be placed in the central registry as a case of founded 

child abuse under any of the following circumstances: 

a. The case was referred for juvenile or criminal court 

action as a result of the acts or omissions of the alleged 

perpetrator or a criminal or juvenile court action was 

initiated by the county attorney or juvenile court within 
twelve months of the date of the department's report 

concerning the case, in which the alleged perpetrator was 

convicted of a crime involving the child or there was a 

delinquency or child in need of assistance adjudication. 

b. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph •a•, involving 

nonaccidental physical injury suffered by the child and the 

injury was not minor or was not isolated or is likely to 

reocc11r. 

c. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse and the 

department has previously determined within the eighteen-month 
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period preceding the issuance of the department's report that 

the acts or omissions of the alleged perpetrator in a prior 

case met the definition of child abuse. 

d. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "b", involving mental 

injury. 

e. The department determines the acts or omissions meet 

the definition of child abuse under section 232.68, subsection 

2, paragraph "c", and the alleged perpetrator of the acts or 

omissions is age fourteen or older. However, the juvenile 

court may order the removal from the central registry of the 

name of an alleged perpetrator placed in the registry pursuant 

to this paragraph who is age fourteen through seventeen upon a 

finding of good cause. The name of an alleged perpetrator who 

is less than age fourteen shall not be placed in the central 
registry pursuant to this paragraph. 

f. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "d", involving failure 

to provide care necessary for the child's health and welfare, 

and any injury to the child or risk to the child's health and 

welfare was not minor or was not isolated or is likely to 

reoccur, in any of the following ways: 

o provide adequate food and nutrition. 

o provide adequate shelter. 
o provide adequate health care. 

o provide adequate mental health care. 

(5) Gross failure to meet emotional needs. 

(6) Failure to respond to an infant's life-threatening 

condition. 

g. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "e", involving 

prostitution. 

h. The department determines the acts or omissions of the 

alleged perpetrator meet the definition of child abuse under 

-
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section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "f", involving the 

presence of an illegal drug. 
i. The alleged abuse took place in any of the following 

licensed, registered, unregistered, or regulated facilities or 

services: 
(1) Substance abuse program licensed under chapter 125. 

(2) Hospital licensed under chapter 1358. 
(3) Health care facility or residential care facility 

licensed under chapter 135C. 
(4) Psychiatric medical institution licensed under chapter 

135H. 
(5) Medical assistance home and community-based waiver for 

persons with mental retardation residential program regulated 

by the department of human services and the department of 

inspections and appeals. 
(6} An institution controlled by the department and 

enumerated in section 218.1. 
(7) Mental health center, juvenile shelter care facility, 

or juvenile detention facility. 
(8) Child foster care licensee under chapter 237. 

(9) Child day care provider under chapter 237A. 
(10) Public or private school which provides overnight 

care. 
(11) The Iowa braille and sight saving school and the Iowa 

school for the deaf controlled by the state board of regents. 
j. The department determines the alleged perpetrator of 

the child abuse will continue to pose a danger to the child 

who is the subject of the report of child abuse or to another 

child with whom the alleged perpetrator may come into contact. 

4. If report data and disposition data are placed in the 

central registry in accordance with this section, the 
department shall make periodic follow-up reports in a manner 

prescribed by the registry so that the registry is kept up-to­

date and fully informed concerning the case. 
5. a. The confidentiality of all of the following shall 

be maintained in accordance with section 217.30: 

(1) Investigation or assessment data. 

., 
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(2) Information pertaining to an allegation of child abuse 

for which there was no investigation or assessment performed. 
(3) Information pertaining to an allegation of child abuse 

which was determined to not meet the definition of child 
abuse. Individuals identified in section 23SA.l5, subsection 

4, are authorized to have access to such information under 

section 217.30. 
(4) Report data and disposition data pertaining to an 

allegation of child abuse determined to meet the definition of 

child abuse which is not subject to placement in the central 

registry. Individuals identified in section 23SA.l5, 
subsection 3, are authorized to have access to such data under 

section 217.30. 
b. The confidentiality of report data and disposition data 

pertaining to an allegation of child abuse determined to meet 
the definition of child abuse. which is subject to placement in 

the central registry, shall be maintained as provided in 

chapter 23SA. 
Sec. 6. section 23SA.l3, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 
NEW SUBSECTION. 2A. "Department" means the department of 

human services. 
Sec. 7. Section 23SA.l3, subsections l, 6, and 8, Code 

1997, are amended to read as follows: 
1. "Child abuse information" means any or all of the 

following data maintained by the department in a manual or 

automated data storage system and individually identified: 

a. Report data. 
b. Investigation or assessment data. 

c. Disposition data. 
6. "Investigation or assessment data" means any of the 

following information pertaining to the department's 

evaluation of ~ep~~t-data,-±ne!ttd±n9 a family: 
a~--Add±t±~na!-±n£~~mati~n-as-t~-the-nattt~e,-extent-and 

eattse-~£-the-±njtt~y7-and-the-±dent±ty-o£-pe~sons-~esp~ns±b!e 
the~e£o~~ 

b~--~he-names-and-eond±t±ons-o£-othe~-eh±!d~en-±n-the-h~me~ 

:t ., 
0) 
(0 
0) 
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e~--~h~-ehi±d~s-hom~-e~~i~o~me~~-a~d-~e±a~io"ships-wi~h 

pa~e~~s-o~-o~h~rs-r~spo~sib±~-~or-~he-ehi±d~s-ea~~~ 

a. Identification of the strengths and needs of the child, 
and of the child's parent, home, and family. 

b. Identification of services available from the 

department and informal and formal services and other support 

available in the community to meet identified strengths and 
needs. 

8. "Report data" means any of the following information 

pertaining to a~y-oeeasio~-i~~o±~i"~-o~-~easo"ab±y-be±ie~ed-~e 
i~~o±~~ an investigation or assessment of an allegation of 

child abuse,-i~e±ttdi~~ in which the department has determined 

the alleged child abuse meets the definition of child abuse: 

a. The name and address of the child and the child's 

parents or other persons responsible for the child's care. 
b. The age of the child. 

c. The nature and extent of the injury, including evidence 
of any previous injury. 

d. A~y-o~he~ Additional information be±i~~~d-~o-b~-he±p~tt± 
i~-~s~ab±ishi~~ as to the nature, extent, and cause of the 

injury£ and the identity of the person or persons alleged to 
be responsible ~h~~e~o~ for the injury. 

e. The names and conditions of other children in the 
child's home. 

f. Any other information believed to be helpful in 
establishing the information in paragraph "d". 

Sec. 8. Section 235A.l4, subsection 6, Code 1997, is 
amended to read as follows: 

6. The central registry shall include btt~-"o~-be-±imi~ed 
~o report data7-i~~es~i~a~io~-da~a and disposition data which 

is subject to placement in the central registry under section 
232.71D. The central registry shall not include assessment 
data. 

Sec. 9. Section 235A.l5, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
follows: 

235A.l5 AUTHORIZED ACCESS -- PROCEDURES INVOLVING OTHER 
STATES. 

House File 698, p. 8 

1. Notwithstanding chapter 22, the confidentiality of all 
child abuse information shall be maintained, except as 
specifically provided by subsection 2, 3, or 4. 

2. Access to ehi±d-abttse-i~~o~ma~io"-o~he~-~ha~-tt"~ott"ded 
ehi±d-abtts~-i~~o~ma~io~-is report data and disposition data 

subject to placement in the central registry pursuant to 

section 232.71D are authorized only to the following persons 
or entities: 

a. Subjects of a report as follows: 

(1) To a child named in a report as a victim of abuse or 
to the child's attorney or guardian ad litem. 

(2) To a parent or to the attorney for the parent of a 
child named in a report as a victim of abuse. 

(3) To a guardian or legal custodian, or that person's at­
torney, of a child named in a report as a victim of abuse. 

(4) To a person or the attorney for the person named in a 
report as having abused a child. 

b. Persons involved in an investigation or assessment of 
child abuse as follows: 

(1) To a health practitioner or mental health professional 
who is examining, attending, or treating a child whom such 

practitioner or professional believes or has reason to believe 

has been the victim of abuse or to a health practitioner or 

mental health professional whose consultation with respect to 

a child believed to have been the victim of abuse is requested 
by the department. 

(2) To an employee or agent of the department of human 

services responsible for the investigation or assessment of a 
child abuse report. 

(3) To a law enforcement officer responsible for assisting 
in an investigation of a child abuse allegation or for the 
temporary emergency removal of a child from the child's home. 

(4) To a multidisciplinary team, if the department of 
human services approves the composition of the 

multidisciplinary team and determines that access to the team 

is necessary to assist the department in the investigation, 

diagnosis, assessment, and disposition of a child abuse case. 

-
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(5) In an individual case, to the mandatory reporter who 
reported the child abuse. 

(6} To the county attorney. 

(7) To the juvenile court. 

(8) To a licensing authority for a facility providing care 

to a child named in a report, if the licensing authority is 

notified of a relationship between facility policy and the 

alleged child abuse under section 232.71, subsection 4. 

(9) To a person or agency responsible for the care or 

supervision of a child named in a report as a victim of abuse 

or a person named in a report as having abused a child, if the 

juvenile court or department deems access to report data and 

disposition data by the person or agency to be necessary. 

c. Individuals, agencies, or facilities providing care to 

a child, but only with respect to disposition data and, if 

authorized in law to the extent necessary for purposes of an 

employment evaluation, report data, for cases of founded child 

abuse placed in the central registry in accordance with 

section 232.71D as follows: 

fit--~o-a-lieen~ing-attthority-£or-a-£aeility-pro~iding-eare 

to-a-ehiid-named-±n-a-report,-i£-the-iieen~ing-attthor±ty-±~ 

not±£±ed-o£-a-relatien~h±p-between-£ae±l±ty-pol±ey-and-the 

eh±ld-abtt~e-ttnder-~eet±on-~3~•7!,-~ttbseet±on-4• 

fit--~o-an-attthorized-person-or-ageney-re~pons±ble-£or-the 

eare-or-sttper~±s±on-o£-a-eh±id-named-±n-a-repert-as-a-~±et±m 

o£-abttse-or-a-person-named-in-a-report-as-ha~±ng-abttsed-a 

ehiid7-i£-the-jtt~enile-eottrt-or-reg±stry-deems-aeeess-to-eh±id 

abttse-±n£ormat±en-by-stteh-persen-or-ageney-to-be-neeessary~ 

f3t--~o-an-empieyee-er-agent-e£-the-department-o£-httman 

~er~±ees-respons±bie-£er-register±ng-or-iieens±ng-or-appro~±ng 

the-reg±strat±en-er-iieens±ng-e£-an-ageney-or-rae±i±tyr-or-te 

an-indi~idttai-pre~iding-eare-to-a-ehiid-and-regttlated-by-the 

department~ 

t4t--~e-an-empieyee-o£-the-department-e£-httman-ser~±ee~ 

respen~ibie-£or-an-adept±~e-piaeement 7-a-eerti£ied-adopt±en 

invest±gator7 -or-iieensed-eh±id-plae±ng-ageney-respons±bie-£er 

an-adopt±~e-piaeement• 

-
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t5t 1!1 To an administrator of a psychiatric medical 
institution for children licensed under chapter 135H. 

t6t 1ll To an administrator of a child foster care 
facility licensed under chapter 237 if the ±nrormat±on data 

concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

by the facility. 

t7t ill To an administrator of a child day care facility 
registered or licensed under chapter 237A if the ±n£ormation 

data concerns a person employed or being considered for 

employment by or living in the facility. 

tat l!l To the superintendent of the Iowa braille and 

sight saving school if the information data concerns a person 
employed or being considered for employment or living in the 

school. 

t9t ill To the superintendent of the school for the deaf 

if the ±nrormat±on data concerns a person employed or being 

considered for employment or living in the school. 
fl&t 1§1 To an administrator of a community mental health 

center accredited under chapter 230A if the ±n£ormat±on data 

concerns a person employed or being considered for employment 

by the center. 

flit ill To an administrator of a facility or program 

operated by the state, a city, or a county which provides 

services or care directly to children, if the ±nrormat±on data 

concerns a person employed by or being considered for 

employment by the facility or program. 
flit ~ To an administrator of an agency certified by the 

department of human services to provide services under a 

medical assistance home and community-based services waiver, 

if the ±n£ormat±on data concerns a person employed by or being 

considered by the agency for employment. 

fi3t 121 To the administrator of an agency providing 

mental health, mental retardation, or developmental disability 

services under a county management plan developed pursuant to 
section 331.439, if the ±n£ormat±on data concerns a person 

employed by or being considered by the agency for employment. 

J: 
"T1 
0) 
f.D 
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{10) To an administrator of a child day care resource and 

referral agency which has entered into an agreement authorized 

by the department to provide child day care resource and 

referral services. Access is authorized if the data concerns 

a person providing child day care services or a person 
employed by a provider of such services and the agency 

includes the provider as a referral or the provider has 

requested to be included as a referral. 

d. Relating Report data and disposition data, and 

investigation or assessment data to the extent necessary for 

resolution of the proceeding, relating to judicial and 

administrative proceedings as follows: 
(1) To a juvenile court involved in an adjudication or 

disposition of a child named in a report. 
(2) To a district court upon a finding that in~o~mation 

data is necessary for the resolution of an issue arising in 

any phase of a case involving child abuse. 

(3) To a court or administrative agency hearing an appeal 

for correction of e"iid-ab~se-in~o~mation report data and 

disposition data as provided in section 235A.l9. 

(4) To an expert witness at any stage of an appeal 

necessary for correction of e"iid-ab~se-in~o~mation report 

data and disposition data as provided in section 235A.l9. 

(5) To a probation or parole officer, juvenile court 

officer, or adult correctional officer having c~stody or 

supervision of, or conducting an investigation for a court or 

the board of parole regarding, a person named in a report as a 

victim of child abuse or as having abused a child. 
e. Others as follows, but only with respect to report data 

and disposition data for cases of founded child abuse subject 

to placement in the registry pursuant to section 232.710: 

(1) To a person conducting bona fide research on child 

abuse, but without in~o~mation data identifying individuals 

named in a child abuse report, unless having that in~o~mation 
data open to review is essential to the research or evaluation 

and the authorized registry officials give prior written 

approval and the child, the child's guardian or guardian ad 
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litem and the person named in a report as having abused a 

child give permission to release the in~o~mation data. 

(2) To registry or department personnel when necessary to 

the performance of their official duties or to a person or 

agency under contract with the department to carry out 
official duties and functions of the ~egist~y department. 

(3) To the department of justice for the sole purpose of 

the filing of a claim for restitution or compensation pursuant 

to section 910A.5 and section 912.4, subsections 3 through 5. 

Data provided pursuant to this subparagraph is subject to the 
provisions of section 912.10. 

(4) To a legally constituted child protection agency of 
another state which is investigating or assessing or treating 

a child named in a report as having been abused or which is 

investigating or assessing or treating a person named as 

having abused a child. 

(5) To a public or licensed child-placing agency of 

another state responsible for an adoptive or foster care 
preplacement or placement evaluation. 

(6) To the attorney for the department of human services 
who is responsible for representing the department. 

(7) To the state and local citizen foster care review 
boards created pursuant to sections 237.16 and 237.19. 

(8) To an employee or agent of the department of human 

services regarding a person who is providing child day care if 

the person is not registered or licensed to operate a child 
day care facility. 

(9) To the board of educational examiners created under 
chapter 272 for purposes of determining whether a 

practitioner's license should be denied or revoked. 

(10) To a legally constituted child protection agency in 

another state if the agency is conducting a records check of a 

person who is providing care or has applied to provide care to 

a child in the other state. 

(11) To the legally authorized protection and advocacy 
agency recognized in section 135C.2, if a person identified in 

the information as a victim or a perpetrator of abuse resides 

-
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in or receives services from a facility or agency because the 

person is diagnosed as having a developmental disability or a 
mental illness. 

(12) To the department of human services for a record 

check relating to employment or residence pursuant to section 

218.13. 

tt3t--~o-eft-edmini~~~a~o~-o~-a-ehitd-day-ea~e-~e~otl~ee-eftd 

~e~e~~at-ageney-whieh-ha~-en~e~ed-ift~o-an-ag~eemen~-etl~ho~ized 

by-~he-depa~~men~-~o-p~o~ide-ehitd-day-ea~e-~e~otl~ee-and 

~e~e~~at-~e~~iee~.--Aeee~~-i~-atl~ho~ized-i~-~he-in~o~ma~ion 

eoftee~n~-a-pe~~on-p~o~idiftg-ehiid-day-ea~e-~e~~iee~-o~-a 

~e~~on-emptoyed-by-a-p~o~ide~-o~-~tleh-~e~~iee~-aftd-~he-ageney 

ifteitlde~-~he-p~o~ide~-a~-a-~e~e~~al-o~-~he-p~o~ide~-ha~ 

~eqtle~~ed-~o-be-ifteitlded-a~-a-~e~e~~ai• 

tt4t 1!ll To the Iowa board for the treatment of sexual 

abusers for purposes of certifying sex offender treatment 
providers. 

(14) To an employee or agent of the department responsible 

for registering or licensing or approving the registration or 

licensing of an agency or facility, or to an individual 
providing care to a child and regulated by the department. 

(15) To an employee of the department responsible for an 

adoptive placement, a certified adoption investigator, or 

licensed child placing agency responsible for an adoptive 

placement. 

f. The following, but only with respect to disposition 
data for cases of founded child abuse subject to placement in 

the central registry pursuant to section 232.710: 

fl5t To a person who submits written authorization from an 

individual allowing the person access to info~ma~ioft data 

pursuant to this subsection on behalf of the individual in 

order to verify whether the individual is named in a founded 

child abuse report as having abused a child. 

3.--Aeee~~-~e-tln~otlnded-ehild-abtl~e-in~o~ma~ioft-i~ 

atl~ho~ized-only-~e-~ho~e-pe~~on~-iden~i~ied-in-~tlb~ee~ion-%7 

pa~ag~aph-uau,-pa~ag~aph-uou,-~tlbpa~ag~aph~-t%t-and-t5tr-and 

pa~ag~aph-ueu,-~tlbpa~ag~aph-f%t7-and-~e-~he-depa~~men~-e~ 

., 
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;tl~~iee-~e~-ptl~pe~e~-e~-~he-e~ime-~ie~im-eempen~a~±en-p~eg~am 

±ft-aeee~danee-wi~h-~ee~ieft-9l%.i6• 

3. Access to report data and disposition data for a case 

of child abuse determined to meet the definition of child 

abuse, which data is not subject to placement in the central 

registry pursuant to section 232.710, is authorized only to 

the following persons: 
a. Subjects of a report identified in subsection 2, 

c. Others identified in subsection 2, paragraph "e", 

subparagraphs ( 2), ( 3), and (6). 

4. Access to report data for a case of child abuse 

determined to not meet the definition of child abuse, which 

data is not subject to placement in the central registry 

pursuant to section 232.710, is authorized only to the 

following: 
a. Subjects of a report identified in subsection 2, 

paragraph "a". 
b. Persons involved in an investigation or assessment of 

child abuse identified in subsection 2, paragraph "b", 

subparagraphs (2), (6), and (7). 

c. Others identified in subsection 2, paragraph "e", 

subparagraph (2). 
4 ~· Access to ~etlnded-eh±ld-abtl~e-in~e~ma~ien disposition 

data subject to placement in the central registry pursuant to 

section 232.710 is authorized to the department of personnel 

or to the personnel office of a public employer, as defined in 

section 20.3, as necessary for presentation in grievance or 

arbitration procedures provided for in sections 19A.l4 and 

20.18. Ehiid-abtl~e-in~e~ma~ien Disposition data introduced 
into a grievance or arbitration proceeding shall not be 

considered a part of the public record of a case. 

~ If a child who is a legal resident of another state 

is present in this state and a report of child abuse is made 

:I: ., 
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concerning the child, the department shall act to ensure the 

safety of the child. The department ,shall contact the child's 

state of legal residency to coordinate the investigation £E 
assessment of the report. If the child's state of residency 

refuses to conduct an investigation or assessment, the 

department shall commence an appropriate investigation or 

assessment. 

~ If a report of child abuse is made concerning an 
alleged perpetrator who resides in this state and a child who 

resides in another state, the department shall assist the 
child's state of residency 

assessment of the report. 

not limited to an offer to 

in conducting an investigation or 

The assistance shall include but is 

interview the alleged perpetrator 

and any other relevant source. If the child's state of 

residency refuses to conduct an investigation or assessment of 

the report, the department shall commence an appropriate 

investigation or as·sessment. The department shall seek to 

develop protocols with states contiguous to this state for 

coordination in the investigation or assessment of a report of 

child abuse when a person involved with the report is a 

resident of another state. 

Sec. 10. Section 235A.l7, subsection 2, Code 1997, is 

amended to read as follows: 

2. The department of human services may notify orally the 

mandatory reporter in an individual child abuse case of the 

results of the case investigation and of the confidentiality 

provisions of sections 235A.l5 and 235A.21. The department 

shall subsequently transmit a written notice to the mandatory 

reporter of the results and confidentiality provisions. A If 

the report data and disposition data have been placed in the 

registry as founded child abuse pursuant to section 232.710, a 

copy of the written notice shall be transmitted to the 

registry and shall be maintained by the registry as provided 

in section 23SA.l8. Otherwise, a copy of the written notice 

shall be retained by the department with the case file. 

Sec. 11. Section 235A.l8, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
follows: 
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23SA.l8 SEALING AND EXPUNGEMENT OF FOUNDED CHILD ABUSE 

INFORMATION. 
1. Report data and disposition data relating to a 

particular case of alleged abuse which has been determined to 

be founded child abuse and placed in the central registry in 

accordance with section 232.710 shall be maintained in the 

registry as follows: 

a. Ehild-abtlBe-i~£o~ffiatio~ Reoort and disposition data 

relating to a particular case of BtlBpeeted alleged child abuse 

shall be sealed ten years after the ~eeeipt initial placement 

of the i~itial-~epo~t-o£-Btleh-abtlBe-by data in the registry 

unless good cause be shown why the i~£o~ffiatio~ data should 

remain open to authorized access. If a subsequent report of a 

Stlspeeted an alleged case of child abuse involving the child 

named in the initial ~epo~t data placed in the registry as the 

victim of abuse or a person named in stleh-~epo~t the data as 

having abused a child is received by the ~egiBt~y department 

within this ten-year period, the i~£o~ffiatio~ data shall be 

sealed ten years after receipt of the subsequent report unless 

good cause be shown why the i~£o~ffiatio~ data should remain 

open to authorized access. 

b. ~he-i~£o~ffiatio~ Data sealed in accordance with this 

section shall be expunged eight years after the date the 

i~£o~ffiatio~ data was sealed. 
2. Ehild-abtlse-i~£o~ffiatio~-whieh-ean~ot-be-dete~ffiifted-by-a 

p~epo~de~anee-o£-the-e~ide~ee-to-be-£otl~ded-o~-tlft£otl~ded-shall 

be-sealed-o~e-yea~-a£te~-the-~eee±pt-o£-the-i~itial-~epo~t-o£ 

abtlse-a~d-exptl~ged-~i~e-yea~B-a~te~-the-date-it-was-sealed. 

Ehild-abtlse-i~£o~ffiatio~-whieh-is-dete~ffii~ed-by-a-p~eponde~anee 

o~-the-e~idenee-to-be-tl~~otlnded-shall-be-exptlnged-whe~-it-is 

dete~ffii~ed-to-be-tln~otlndeo.--A-~epo~t-shall-be-dete~ffiined-to 

be-tt~~ott~ded-as-a-~estllt-o~-any-o~-the-~ollowin9~ 

a.--~he-in~esti9atio~-o~-a-~epo~t-o~-sttspeeted-ehild-abtlse 

by-the-depa~tffient• 

b•--A-stleeess£tll-appeal-as-p~o~ided-i~-seetio~-r35A.±9• 

e.--A-eott~t-~i~di~9-by-a-;tlve~ile-o~-dist~iet-eotl~t• 

-
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The juvenile or district court and county attorney shall 

expunge child abuse information upon notice from the registry. 

The supreme court shall prescribe rules establishing the 

period of time child abuse information is retained by the 

juvenile and district court. A county attorney shall not 

retain child abuse information in excess of the time period 

the information would be retained under the rules prescribed 

by the supreme court. 

3~--Howeve~7-i~-a-eo~~eeeion-e~-ehi±d-abtt~e-in~e~maeien-i~ 

~eqtte~eed-ttnder-~eetion-~35A~±9-and-ehe-isstte-i~-nee-re~e±ved 

at-the-end-ef-the-ene-year-pe~iod,-the-in~e~maeion-~ha±±-ee 

~etained-ttnti±-the-is~tte-is-~ese±ved-and-i~-the-eh±±d-abttse 

±n~ermaeien-is-not-deeerm±ned-to-be-~ottnded7-ebe-±nfermat±en 

~ha±±-be-e~pttnged-at-the-appropriate-t±me-ttnder-sttb~eee±on-~~ 

47 ~ Phe-reg±sery,-at-±east-enee-a-year,-sha±±-~ev±ew-and 

determ±ne-the-ettrrent-stattt~-ef-eh±±d-abtt~e-~eport~-wh±eh-are 

transm±tted-or-made-to-the-~eg±stry-after-att±y-±,-±9~4,-wh±eh 

a~e-at-±ea~t-ene-yea~-o±d-and-±n-eenneet±on-w±th-whieh-ne 

invest±gato~y-~epe~t-has-eeen-£±±ed-by-the-depa~tment-e£-httman 

~e~v±ees-ptt~sttant-to-seetion-~3z.~±•--i~-ne-stteh-±nve~t±gate~y 

~epert-has-been-£±±ed,-the-~eg±st~y-sha±±-~eqttest-the 

department-e£-httman-se~v±ees-te-£±±e-a-~epo~t.--in-the-event-a 

~epert-±s-net-£±±ed-w±th±n-ninety-days-sttbseqttent-te-stteh-a 

~eqttest,-the-~epert-and-±n£ormae±on-re±at±ng-therete-sha±±-be 

~ea±ed-and-remain-~ea±ed-ttn±e~~-geed-eattse-be-~hewn-why-the 

±n£ermat±en-shott±d-rema±n-open-te-attther±~ed-aeeess7 !f 
required by this subsection, for child abuse information in 

the central registry as of July 1, 1997, the central registry 

shall perform a review of the information utilizing the 

requirements for referral of child abuse information to the 

central registry as founded child abuse under section 232.710. 

If the review indicates the information would not be placed in 

the registry as founded child abuse under section 232.710, the 

information shall be expunged from the central registry. 

Child abuse information which is expunged from the central 

registry under this subsection shall not be retained by the 

department any longer than the time period in rule for 

-
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retaining information which is not placed in the central 

registry, allowing credit for the amount of time the 

information was held in the central registry. If the review 

indicates the child abuse information would be placed in the 

central registry under section 232.710, the information shall 

be subject to the provisions of subsection 1, as to the time 

period the information is to be retained in the registry. A 

review shall be performed under any of the following 
conditions: 

a. The department is considering the information while 
performing a record check evaluation under law or 
administrative rule. 

b. A review is indicated under a procedure for performing 

reviews adopted by the department. 

4. The department of human services shall adopt rules 
establishing the period of time child abuse information which 

is not maintained in the central registry is retained by the 
department. 

Sec. 12. Section 23SA.l9, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
follows: 

235A.l9 EXAMINATION, REQUESTS FOR CORRECTION OR 
EXPUNGEMENT AND APPEAL. 

1. A subject of a child abuse report, as identified in 

section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "a", shall have the 

right to examine eh±±d-abttse-in£ormation-in-the-reg±stry 

report data and disposition data which refers to the subject. 

The regi~try department may prescribe reasonable hours and 
places of examination. 

2. a. A subject of a child abuse report may file with the 

department within six months of the date of the notice of the 

results of an investigation required by section 232.71, 

subsection 7, or an assessment performed in accordance with 

section 232.71A, a written statement to the effect that ehi±d 

abtt~e-±n£ormat±en report data and disposition data referring 

to the subject is in whole or in part erroneous, and may 

request a correction of that information data or of the 

findings of the investigation or assessment report. The 
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department shall provide the subject with an opportunity for 

an evidentiary hearing pursuant to chapter 17A to correct the 
~n~ermae~en ~ or the findings, unless the department 

corrects the ~n~ormaeion ~ or findings as requested. ~he 
eeparement-aha~l-de~ay-tne-exp~ngement-e~-in~ormation-whien-~s 
not-eetermined-ee-be-~o~ndee-~nti~-tne-eene~~aien-e~-a 
preeeeeing-te-eerreet-tne-in~ermatien-er-~ineings. The 

department may defer the hearing until the conclusion of a 
pending juvenile or district court case relating to the 
in~ormat~en data or findings. 

b. The department shall not disclose any en~~e-ab~se 
~n~ormatien report data or disposition data until the 

conclusion of the proceeding to correct the ~n~ermatien ~ 
or findings, except as follows: 

(1) As necessary for the proceeding itself. 

(2) To the parties and attorneys involved in a judicial 
proceeding. 

(3) For the regulation of child care or child placement. 
(4) Pursuant to court order. 

(5) To the subject of an investigation or assessment or a 
report. 

(6) For the care or treatment of a child named in a report 
as a victim of abuse. 

(7) To persons involved in an investigation or assessment 
of child abuse. 

3. The subject of a child abuse report may appeal the 

decision resulting from a hearing held pursuant to subsection 
2 to the district court of Polk county or to the district 

court'of the district in which the subject of the child abuse 

re~ort resides. Immediately upon appeal the court shall order 

the department to file with the court a certified copy of the 
en~~e-ab~se-~n~ermet~en report data or disposition data. 

Appeal shall be taken in accordance with chapter 17A. 

4. Upon the request of the appellant, the record and 
evidence in such cases shall be closed to all but the court 
and its officers, and access eherete to the record and 

evidence shall be prohibited unless otherwise ordered by the 
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court. The clerk shall maintain a separate docket for such 

actions. No ~ person other than the appellant shall not 
permit a copy of any of the testimony or pleadings or the 

substance eneree~ of the testimony or pleadings to be made 

available to any person other than a party to the action or 

the party's attorney. Violation of the provisions of this 

subsection shall be a public offense punishable under section 
235A.21. 

5. Whenever the registry department corrects or eliminates 
in~ermatien data as requested or as ordered by the court, the 

reg~stry department shall advise all persons who have received 

the incorrect ~n~ermatien data of such fact. Upon application 

to the court and service of notice on the registry department, 
any subject of a child abuse report may request and obtain a 

list of all persons who have received eni~e-ab~se-inEermatien 
report data or disposition data referring to the subject. 

6. In the course of any proceeding provided for by this 

section, the identity of the person who reported the disputed 

~n~ermatien ~ and the identity of any person who has been 
reported as having abused a child may be withheld upon a 

determination by the registry department that disclosure of 

their identities would be detrimental to their interests. 

Sec. 13. Section 235A.20, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
follows: 

23SA.20 CIVIL REMEDY. 

Any aggrieved person may institute a civil action for 
damages under chapter 669 or 670 or to restrain the 

dissemination of child abuse information in violation of this 

chapter, and any person, agency or other recipient proven to 
have disseminated or to have requested and received child 

rule as established b 

abuse information under section 235A.l8 shall be liable for 

actual damages and exemplary damages for each violation and 

shall be liable for court costs, expenses, and reasonable 

.~ 
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attorney's fees incurred by the party bringing the action. In 

no case shall the award for damages be less than one hundred 
dollars. 

Sec. 14. Section 235A.21, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

amended to read as follows: 

1. Any person who willfully requests, obtains, or seeks to 

obtain child abuse information under false pretenses, or who 

willfully communicates or seeks to communicate child abuse 

information to any agency or person except in accordance with 

sections 235A.l5 and 235A.l7, or any person connected with any 

research authorized pursuant to section 235A.l5 who willfully 
falsifies child abuse information or any records relating 
~he~e~o to child abuse information, or any employee of the 

department who knowingly destroys investigation or assessment 

data except in accordance with rule as established by the 

department for retention of child abuse information under 

section 235A.l8 is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. Any 

person who knowingly, but without criminal purposes, 

communicates or seeks to communicate child abuse information 

except in accordance with sections 235A.l5 and 235A.l7 shall 

be guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

Sec. 15. Section 235A.22, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

follows: 

235A.22 EDUCATION PROGRAM. 

The department of human services shall require an 

educational program for employees of the ~e9~s~~y department 

with access to child abuse information on the proper use and 

control of child abuse information. 

Sec. 16. Section 235A.23, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

follows: 

235A.23 REGfS~R¥ REPORTS. 

1. The re9~stry department of human services may compile 

statistics, conduct research, and issue reports on child 

abuse, provided identifying details of the subject of child 

abuse reports are deleted from any report issued. 

2. The re9±st~y department shall issue an annual report on 

its administrative operation, including information as to the 

.. 
House File 698, p. 22 

number of requests for child abuse data, the proportion of 

requests attributable to each type of authorized access, the 

frequency and nature of irregularities, and other pertinent 
matters. 

Sec. 17. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 176, section 2, if 

enacted, is amended by striking the section and inserting in 

lieu thereof the following: 

SEC. 2. Section 232.70, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 7. If a report would be determined to 

constitute an allegation of child abuse as defined under 
section 232.68, subsection 2, paragraph "c" or "e", except 

that the suspected abuse resulted from the acts or omissions 

of a person other than a person responsible for the care of 

the child, the department shall refer the report to the 

appropriate law enforcement agency having jurisdiction to 

investigate the allegation. The department shall refer the 

report orally as soon as practicable and in writing within 

seventy-two hours of receiving the report. 

Sec. 18. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, sections 14, 15, 

and 16 amending section 235A.l5, if enacted, are repealed. 

Sec. 19. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, sections 18 and 

19, amending section 235A.l8, Code 1997, if enacted, are 

repealed. 

Sec. 20. 1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, section 20, 

amending section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph a, if 

enacted, is repealed. 
Sec. 21. RETROACTIVE REGISTRY REVIEWS. A person who is a 

subject of a child abuse report which, as of July 1, 1997, is 

included as information in the central registry under chapter 

235A may submit a written request for review and expungement 

of the information from the central registry which refers to 

the person. Child abuse information placed in the central 

registry for a circumstance which is listed in section 

232.71D, subsection 3, as enacted by this Act, is not 

for review. The request must be submitted during the 

beginning July 1, 1997, and ending December 31, 1997. 

eligible 

period 
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department shall perform the review in accordance with the 

provisions of section 235A.l8, subsection 3, as enacted by 

this Act. The department shall submit a report to the general 
assembly on or before February 1, 1998, indicating the number 

of requests received and projecting a time frame to complete 

the reviews based upon the usage of specific staffing levels. 

Sec. 22. MINOR INJURY CRITERIA. The department of human 
services shall convene a group of experienced parents from 

families of various sizes and with children of various ages 

and child abuse experts to develop uniform criteria for 

identifying what constitutes a minor physical injury and the 

circumstances in which a minor injury does not cause concern 

about the safety or risk of harm to a child. The group shall 

include but is not limited to members of the child death 

review team. The group shall present recommended criteria and 

other recommendations to the governor and the general assembly 
on or before November 1, 1997. 

Sec. 23. EVALUATION. It is the intent of the general 
assembly that the department of human services will seek 

funding for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1998, and ending 
June 30, 1999, for an independent evaluation of the changes 

implemented in the state's child protection system pursuant to 
the enactments of the Seventy-seventh General Assembly, 1997 

Session. The evaluation should be conducted during the fiscal 

year beginning July 1, 1998, for submission to the governor 

and general assembly during the 1999 legislative session. The 
evaluation should include but is not limited to a 

determination of whether the system changes have improved the 
safety of children and the support of families in the 

community, and should identify indicators of increased 
community involvement in child protection. 

DIVISION II 

ASSESSMENT-BASED AMENDMENTS -- REPEALS 

Sec. 24. Section 232.71B, subsection 11, if enacted by 
1997 Iowa Acts, Senate File 230, is amended by adding the 
following new paragraph: 
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NEW PARAGRAPH. g. The department shall notify the 

subjects of the child abuse report, as identified in section 
235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph "a", of the results of the 
assessment, of the subject's right, pursuant to section 

235A.l9, to correct the report data or disposition data which 

refers to the subject, and of the procedures to correct the 
data. 

Sec. 25. Section 232.71D, subsection 1, as enacted by this 
Act, is amended to read as follows: 

1. The requirements of this section shall apply to child 

abuse information ±n-~he-repor~-or-an-±nves~±ga~±on-perrormed 
±n-aeeordanee-w±~h-see~±on-~3~~7~-or-±n-~he-repor~-or relating 

to a report of child abuse and to an assessment performed in 
accordance with section ~3~~7~A 232.71B. 

Sec. 26. Section 232.71D, subsection 5, paragraph a, 

subparagraphs (1) and (2), Code 1997, as enacted by this Act, 
are amended to read as follows: 

(1) fnves~±ga~±on-or-assessmen~ Assessment data. 

(2) Information pertaining to an allegation of child abuse 

for which there was no ±nves~±ga~±on-or assessment performed. 

Sec. 27. Section 235A.l3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 
1997, is amended to read as follows: 

As used in chapter 232, division III, part 2, and sections 
235A.l3 to 235A.23, unless the context otherwise requires: 

Sec. 28. Section 235A.l3, subsection 1, paragraph b, Code 

1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
b. fnves~±ga~±on-or-assessmen~ Assessment data. 

Sec. 29. Section 235A.l3, subsection 5, Code 1997, is 
amended to read as follows: 

5. "Individually identified" means any report, 

±nves~±ga~±on assessment, or disposition data which names the 

person or persons responsible or believed responsible for the 
child abuse. 

Sec. 30. Section 235A.l3, subsection 6, unnumbered 

paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 
read as follows: 

~ 
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·~n~e~~i9a~±on-or-a~~e~~ment Assessment data" means any of 

the following information pertaining ,to the department's 

evaluation of a family: 

Sec. 31. Section 235A.l3, subsection 8, unnumbered 

paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to 

read as follows: 

"Report data" means any of the following information 

pertaining to an in~e~ti9a~±on-or assessment of an allegation 

of child abuse in which the department has determined the 

alleged child abuse meets the definition of child abuse: 

Sec. 32. Section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph b, 

unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is 
amended to read as follows: 

b. Persons involved in an in~e~~i9a~ion assessment of 

child abuse as follows: 

Sec. 33. Section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph b, 

subparagraphs (2), (3), (4), and (8), Code 1997, as amended by 

this Act, are amended to read as follows: 

(2) To an employee or agent of the department of human 

services responsible for the in~e~~±9at±on assessment of a 
child abuse report. 

(3) To a law enforcement officer responsible for assisting 
in an in~e~ti9ation assessment of a child abuse allegation or 
for the temporary emergency removal of a child from the 

child's home. 

(4) To a multidisciplinary team, if the department of 

human services approves the composition of the 

multidisciplinary team and determines that access to the team 

is necessary to assist the department in the ±n~e~~i9ation; 

diagnosis, assessment, and disposition of a child abuse case. 

(8) To a licensing authority for a facility providing care 
to a child named in a report, if the licensing authority is 

notified of a relationship between facility policy and the 

alleged child abuse under section %3%~71;-~Hb~ee~±on-4 

232.71B. 

Sec. 34. Section 235A.l5, subsection 2, paragraph d, 

unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1997, as amended by this Act, is 

amended to read as follows: 

~ ., 
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Report data and disposition data, and ±n~e~ti9at±on-or 

assessment data to the extent necessary for resolution of the 

proceeding, relating to judicial and administrative 

proceedings as follows: 
Sec. 35. Section 235A.l5, subsection 3, paragraph b, Code 

1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 

b. Persons involved in an in~e~ti9ation-or assessment of 

child abuse identified in subsection 2, paragraph "b", 

subparagraphs (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), and (9). 

Sec. 36. Section 235A.l5, subsection 4, paragraph b, Code 

1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 

b. Persons involved in an in~e~ti9at±on-or assessment of 

child abuse identified in subsection 2, paragraph "b", 

subparagraphs (2), (6), and (7). 

Sec. 37. Section 235A.l5, subsection 6, Code 1997, as 

amended by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 

6. a. If a child who is a legal resident of another state 

is present in this state and a report of child abuse is made 

concerning the child, the department shall act to ensure the 

safety of the child. The department shall contact the child's 

state of legal residency to coordinate the in~e~ti9ation 

assessment of the report. If the child's state of residency 
refuses to conduct an investigation, the department shall 
commence an appropriate in~e~ti9ation assessment. 

b. If a report of child abuse is made concerning an 

alleged perpetrator who resides in this state and a child who 
resides in another state, the department shall assist the 

child's state of residency in conducting an ±n~e~ti9a~±on 

assessment of the report. The assistance shall include but is 

not limited to an offer to interview the alleged perpetrator 

and any other relevant source. If the child's state of 

residency refuses to conduct an investigation of the report, 

the department shall commence an appropriate ±n~e~ti9at±on 

assessment. The department shall seek to develop protocols 

with states contiguous to this state for coordination in the 

investigation or assessment of a report of child abuse when a 

person involved with the report is a resident of another 

state. 
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Sec. 38. Section 235A.l7, subsection 2, Code 1997, as 

amended by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
2. The department of human services may notify orally the 

mandatory reporter in an individual child abuse case of the 

results of the case in~e~ti9ation assessment and of the 

confidentiality provisions of sections 235A.l5 and 235A.21. 

The department shall subsequently transmit a written notice to 

the mandatory reporter of the results and confidentiality 
provisions. If the report data and disposition data have been 

placed in the registry as founded child abuse pursuant to 

section 232.710, a copy of the written notice shall be 
transmitted to the registry and shall be maintained by the 

registry as provided in section 235A.l8. Otherwise, a copy of 

the written notice shall be retained by the department with 

the case file. 
Sec. 39. Section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

1997, as amended by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 

a. A subject of a child abuse report may file with the 

department within six months of the date of the notice of the 

results of an-in~e~ti9ation-~eqtli~ed-by-~eetion-r3r•7i7 

~~b~eetion-7,-or an assessment performed in accordance with 

section 232.71A, a written statement to the effect that report 

data and disposition data referring to the subject is in whole 

or in part erroneous, and may request a correction of that 

data or of the findings of the in~e~ti9at±on-o~ assessment 

report. The department shall provide the subject with an 
opportunity for an evidentiary hearing pursuant to chapter 17A 

to correct the data or the findings, unless the department 

corrects the data or findings as requested. The department 

may defer the hearing until the conclusion of a pending 

juvenile or district court case relating to the data or 

findings. 
Sec. 40. Section 235A.l9, subsection 2, paragraph b, 

subparagraphs (5) and (7), Code 1997, as amended by this Act, 

are amended to read as follows: 
(5) To the subject of an ±n~e~ti9ation-o~ assessment or a 

report. 
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(7) To persons involved in an ±n~e~t±9at±on-o~ assessment 

of child abuse. 
Sec. 41. Section 235A.20, Code 1997, as amended by this 

Act, is amended to read as follows: 

235A.20 CIVIL REMEDY. 
Any aggrieved person may institute a civil action for 

damages under chapter 669 or 670 or to restrain the 
dissemination of child abuse information in violation of this 

chapter, and any person, agency or other recipient proven to 

have disseminated or to have requested and received child 

abuse information in violation of this chapter, or any 

employee of the department who knowingly destroys 

±n~e~t±9at±on-or assessment data except in accordance with 

rule as established by the department for retention of child 

abuse information under section 235A.l8 shall be liable for 

actual damages and exemplary damages for each violation and 

shall be liable for court costs, expenses, and reasonable 

attorney's fees incurred by the party bringing the action. In 

no case shall the award for damages be less than one hundred 

dollars. 
Sec. 42. Section 235A.21, subsection 1, Code 1997, as 

amended by this Act, is amended to read as follows: 
1. Any person who willfully requests, obtains, or seeks to 

obtain child abuse information under false pretenses, or who 

willfully communicates or seeks to communicate child abuse 

information to any agency or person except in accordance with 

sections 235A.l5 and 235A.l7, or any person connected with any 
research authorized pursuant to section 235A.l5 who willfully 

falsifies child abuse information or any records relating to 

child abuse information, or any employee of the department who 

knowingly destroys ±n~e~ti9at±en-o~ assessment data except in 

accordance with rule as established by the department for 
retention of child abuse information under section 235A.l8 is 

guilty of a serious misdemeanor. Any person who knowingly, 

but without criminal purposes, communicates or seeks to 
communicate child abuse information except in accordance with 

sections 235A.l5 and 235A.l7 shall be guilty of a simple 

misdemeanor. 

-
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Sec. 43. EFFECTIVE DATE. Enactment of this division of 

this Act is conting'ent upon the enactment of 1997 Iowa Acts, 

Senate File 230. If Senate File 230 is enacted, this division 

of this Act takes effect July 1, 1998. 
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