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registrars 

BE IT ENACTED 

and providing an effective date. 

BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. -------- H.F. ~ 

1 Section 1. Section 595.4, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
2 follows: 

3 595.4 AGE AND QUALIFICATION -- VERIFIED APPLICATION --

4 WAITING PERIOD -- EXCEPTION. 

5 Pre~±otl~ Prior to the issuance of any license to marry, the 

6 parties desiring the license shall sign and file a verified 

7 application with the county registrar which application either 

8 may be mailed to the parties at their request or may be signed 

9 by them at the office of the county registrar in the county in 

10 which the license is to be issued. The application shall set 

11 forth at least one affidavit of some competent and 

12 disinterested person stating the facts as to age and 

13 qualification of the parties. Upon the filing of the 

14 application for a license to marry, the county registrar shall 

15 issue the license and file the application in a record kept 

16 for that purpose. The license shall become valid the day 

17 after issuance. ---

18 After-exp±ratio~-of-tnree-days-from-the-date-of-fili~g-the 

19 applieatio~-by-the-parties 7-the-eotlnty-regi~trar-~hall-i8~tle 

20 the-lieen8e.--ff-the-liee~~e-has-~ot-bee~-is8tled-withi~-six 

21 month8-from-the-date-of-tne-applieatio~7-the-appl±eetio~-i~ 

22 void. 

23 A-·liee~se-to-marry-may-be-isstled-prior-to-tne-expiretion-of 

24 tnree-days-from-the-date-of-fili~g-the-applieet±o~-for-tne 

25 liee~se-±n-ea8es-of-emerge~ey-or-extreordi~ery-e±retlm~ta~ee~. 

26 A~-order-atlthorizing-the-isstla~ee-of-a-lieense-may-be-granted 

27 by-a-jtldge-of-the-di~triet-eotlrt-tlnder-eo~dition~-of-emergeney 

28 or-extraordi~ary-eiretlmsta~ees-tlpon-applieatio~-of-tne-partie8 

29 filed·-with-the-eotl~ty-registrar.--No-order-may-be-gra~ted 

30 tl~less-the-part±e5-ha~e-fiied-an-appiieat±o~-for-a-marriage 

31 iieen~e-in-a-eotl~ty-witnin-tne-jtldieiai-cl±str±et.--A~ 

32 apptieat±on-for-an-order-snall-be-made-o~-form~-ftlrni~hed-by 

33 tne-eotl~ty-regi~trar-at-tne-same-time-the-applieation-for-tne 

34 iieen~e-to-marry-is-made.--After-examini~g-tne-appiieatio~-for 

35 tne-marriage-tieen~e,-tne-eotl~ty-regi~trar-~haii-refer-the 
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S.F. H.F. w_ 
1 par~i~~-to-a-jtldg~-o£-th~-di~~riet-eotlr~-ror-aet±oft-on-~he 

2 applieat±on-for-an-order-atl~horizing-~he-i~~tlanee-o£-a 

3 marriage-lieen~e-prior-to-~xpirat±on-o£-~nree-day~-from-~he 

4 da~e-o£-fil±ng-~he-appliea~ion-for-~he-l±een~e.--~he-jtldge 

5 ~hall7-i£-~a~±~£±ed-a~-~o-~he-exi~~enee-o£-an-emergeney-or 

6 ~xtraordinary-e±retlm~~aftee~,-grant-an-order-atlthoriz±ng-the 

7 i~~tlanee-o£-a-l±een~~-~o-marry-prior-~o-the-exp±rat±on-oE 

8 three-day~-from-~he-date-o£-£±l±ng-the-applieat±en-£er-the 

9 lieen~e-te-marry.--~he-eetlnty-regi~trar-~hall-±~~tle-a-t±ee~~e 

10 to-marry-tlpen-pre~entation-by-the-partie~-o£-the-order 

11 8tlthor±z±ng-a-lieen~e-to-be-±~stled.--A-£ee-o£-f±ve-dollars 

12 ~hall-b~-paid-to-th~-eotlnty-reg±strar-at-the-t±me-the 

13 appl±eation-£or-~he-ord~r-±s-made 7-wh±eh-£ee-±~-±n-addit±eM-to 

14 the-fee-pre~eribed-by-law-for-the· ±~~tlanee-of-a-marriage 

15 lieense. 

16 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

17 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill amends Code section 595.4 by removing all parts 

20 of the section relating to the three-day waiting requirement 

21 for the issuance of a marriage license. The bill also amends 

22 Code section 595.4 by providing that a marriage license shall 

23 be issued by the county registrar upon the filing of the 

24 application. The license shall become valid the day after 

25 issuance. 

26 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the issuance of marriage licenses by county 

2 registrars and providing an effective date. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section ~· ·Section 595.4, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
2 follows: 

3 595.4 AGE AND QUALIFICATION -- VERIFIED APPLICATION --

4 WAITING PERIOD -- EXCEPTION. 

5 P~eviott8 Prior to the issuance of any license to marry, the 

6 parties desiring the license shall sign and file a verified 

7 application with the county registrar which application either 

8 may be mailed to the parties at their request or may be signed 

9 by them at the office of the county registrar in the county in 

10 which the license is to be issued. The application shall set 

11 forth at least one affidavit of some competent and 

12 disinterested person stating the facts as to age and 

13 qualification of the parties. Upon the filing of the 

14 application for a license to marry, the county registrar shall 

15 issue the license and file the application in a record kept 

16 for that purpose. The license shall become valid the day 

17 after issuance. 

18 A£te~-expi~atio~-o£-three-aay8-£~om-the-date-o£-£i!i~9-the 

19 app!ieatio~-by-the-pa~tie8,-the-eott~ty-~e9ist~a~-sha!!-i88tte 

20 the-!iee~8e.--~£-the-!iee~8e-na8-~ot-bee~-isstted-withi~-six 

21 mo~ths-£rom-the-date-o£-the-app!ieatio~,-the-app!ieatio~-is 

22 void• 

23 A-!iee~se-to-ma~~y-may-be-i88ttea-p~io~-to-tne-expi~at±o~-o£ 

24 th~ee-days-f~om-the-date-o£-£±!±~9-the-app!ieatio~-fo~-tne 

25 !±ee~8e-±~-ea8es-o£-eme~9e~ey-o~-ext~ao~d±~a~y-e±rettmsta~ees. 

26 A~-o~de~-atttho~±z±~9-the-±sstta~ee-o£-a-!±ee~se-may-be-9~a~ted 

27 by-a-jttd9e-o£-the-d±st~±et-eott~t-tt~de~-eo~d±t±o~s-o£-emer9e~ey 

28 o~-ext~ao~d±~a~y-e±~ettmsta~ee8-ttpo~-app!±eat±o~-o£-the-pa~t±es 

29 £±!ed-w±th-the-eott~ty-~e9±st~a~.--No-o~de~-may-be-9~a~ted 

30 tt~!ess-tne-pa~t±e8-have-fi!ed-a~-app!±eat±o~-£o~-a-ma~~±a9e 

31 !±ee~se-±~-a-eott~ty-w±thi~-tne-jttdie±a!-d±st~±et.--A~ 

32 app!ieatio~-£o~-a~-o~de~-sha!!-be-made-o~-£orm8-£tt~~±sned-by 

33 the-eott~ty-~e9±8t~a~-at-the-8ame-time-the-app~±eatio~-£o~-the 

34 !±ee~8e-to-ma~~y-i8-made.--A£te~-exami~±~9-the-app!±eat±o~-£o~ 

35 tne-ma~~±a9e-!±ee~se,-the-eott~ty-~e9±st~a~-sha!!-~e£e~-the 
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S.F. -------- H.F. 

1 pareies-eo-a-jHd~e-o£-ehe-diseriee-eoHre-for-aeeioft-oft-ehe 

2 app~ieaeioft-for-an-order-aHehorizift~-ehe-issHaftee-o£-a 

3 marria~e-~ieeftse-prior-eo-exp±rae±oft-o£-ehree-days-from-ehe 

4 daee-of-£±~±ft~-ehe-app~±eae±oft-£or-ehe-~±eeftse.--Phe-jHd~e 

5 sha~~7-±£-sae±sf±ed-as-eo-ehe-ex±seeftee-o£-aft-emer~eftey-or 

6 exeraord±ftary-e±reHmseaftees,-~rafte-aft-order-aHehor±z±ft~-ehe 

7 ±ssHaftee-of-a-~±eeftse-eo-marry-pr±or-eo-ehe-exp±rae±oft-o£ 

8 ehree-days-from-ehe-daee-of-£±~±ft~-ehe-app~ieae±oft-for-ehe 

9 ~±eeftse-eo-marry.--Phe-eoHftey-re~±serar-sha~~-±ssHe-a-~±eeftse 

10 eo-marry-Hpoft-presefteae±oft-by-ehe-pare±es-of-ehe-order 

11 aHehor±z±ft~-a-~±eeftse-eo-be-±sstled.--A-fee-o£-f±~e-do~~ars 

12 sha~~-be-pa±d-eo-ehe-eoHftey-re~±serar-ae-ehe-e±me-ehe 

13 app~±eae±oft-for-ehe-order-±s-made,-wh±eh-fee-±s-±ft-add±e±o~-eo 

14 ehe-£ee-preser±bed-by-~aw-for-ehe-±sstlaftee-of-a-marr±a9e 

15 ~±eeftse. 

16 Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

17 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill amends Code section 595.4 by removing all parts 

20 of the section relating to the three-day waiting requirement 

21 for the issuance of a marriage license. The bill also amends 

22 Code section 595.4 by providing that a marriage license shall 

23 be issued by the county registrar upon the filing of the 

24 application. The license shall become valid the day after 

25 issuance. 

26 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 
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