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HOUSE FILE ﬂ

COMMERCE AND REGULATION
BY FALLON

Passed House, Date Passed Senate, Date

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays
Approved

A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the liability for unpaid rates or charges of a
city utility or enterprise service for water, sewage, and
solid waste services.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 384.84, subsection 3, paragraphs a, c,
and d, Code 1997, are amended to read as follows:

a. All rates or charges for the services of sewer systems,
storm water drainage systems, sewage treatment, solid waste
collection, water, solid waste disposal, or any of these
services, if not paid as provided by ordinance of the council
or resolution of the trustees, are a lien upon the property or
premises served, other than residential rental property, by

any of these services upon certification to the county
treasurer that the rates or charges are due.
c. A lien for a city utility or enterprise service under

paragraph "a" shall not be certified to the county treasurer

for collection unless prior written notice of intent to
certify a lien is given to the account holder of the
delinquent account. If the account holder is a tenant, and if
the owner or landlord of the property has made a written
request for notice, the notice shall also be given to the
owner or landlord. The notice shall be sent to the
appropriate persons by ordinary mail not less than ten days
prior to certification of the lien to the county treasurer.

d. Por-a-residentiat Residential rental property where-a

charge-for-water-service-is-separateiy-metered-and-paid
direetiy-by-the-tenant;-the-rentalt-property is exempt from a

lien under this subsection for these delinquent rates or

charges tneurred-after-the-landiord-gives-written—notice-to
the-etty-utitity-or-enterprise-that-the-tenant-is-tiabte-for
the-charges-and-a-deposit-not-exceeding-the-usuat-cost-of
ninety-days-of-water-service-ts-patd-to-the-ntitity-or
enterprise. Upon-receipty;-the-utitity-or-enterprise-shati
acknowledge-the—-notice-and-deposit-—-A-written—notice-shatt
contain-the-name-of-the-tenant-responsibite-for-echargessy
address-of-the-property-that-the-tenant-is-to-ocecupyrs—and-the

date-that-the-oceupancy-beginss--A-change-in-tenant-shati

‘require-a-new-written-notice-and-deposits—-When-the-tenant

moves-from-the-re; . tat-property;-the-eitty-utittty-or-enterprise
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shatt-return-the-depesit-if-the-water-service-charges-are-paid
tn-fuli-and-the-tien-exemption-shati-be-1ifted-from-the-rentat
propertys--fhe-iten-exemption-foer-rentai-property-dees-not
appty-te-charges-for-repairs-to-a-water-service-if-the-repatr
charges-become-delinquents The residential rental property

tenant is liable for such charges.
EXPLANATION
This bill eliminates the lien on residential rental

property for unpaid rates or charges associated with a city
utility or enterprise service, including sewer systems, storm
water drainage systems, sewage treatment, solid waste
collection, water, and solid waste disposal. The residential
rental property tenant remains liable for these unpaid rates

or charges.
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