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1 An Act relating to the liability for unpaid rates or charges of a 

2 city utility or enterprise service for water, sewage, and 

3 solid waste services. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F.~ 

1 Section 1. Section 384.84, subsection 3r paragraphs a, c, 

2 and d, Code 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

3 a. All rates or charges for the services of sewer systems, 

4 storm water drainage systems, sewage treatment, solid waste 

5 collection, water, solid waste disposal, or any of these 

6 services, if not paid as provided by ordinance of the council 

7 or resolution of the trustees, are a lien upon the property or 

8 premises served, other than residential rental property, by 

9 any of these services upon certification to the county 

10 treasurer that the rates or charges are due. 

11 c. A lien for a city utility or enterprise service under 

12 paragraph "a'' shall not be certified to the county treasurer 

13 for collection unless prior written notice of intent to 

14 certify a lien is given to the account holder of the 

15 delinquent account. If the account holder is a tenant, and if 

16 the owner or landlord of the property has made a written 

17 request for notice, the notice shall also be given to the 

18 owner or landlord. The notice shall be sent to the 

19 appropriate persons by ordinary mail not less than ten days 

20 pr1or to certification of the lien to the county treasurer. 

21 d. Por-a-res±den~±ai Residential rental property where-a 

22 eharge-£or-wa~er-ser~±ee-±s-separa~eiy-me~ered-and-pa±d 

23 d±ree~iy-by-~he-~enan~,-~he-ren~ai-proper~y is exempt from a 

24 lien under this subsection for ~hose delinquent rates or 

25 charges ±netlrred-a£~er-~he-iandiord-g±~es-wr±~~en-no~±ee-~o 

26 ~h~-e±~y-tl~±i±~y-or-en~erpr±se-~ha~-~he-~enant-±s-i±abie-£or 

27 ~he-eharges-and-a-depos±t-not-e~eeed±ng-~he-tlstlax-eos~-o£ 

28 n±ne~y-days-o£-wa~er-ser~±ee-±s-pa±d-~o-~he-tl~±i±~y-or 

29 en~erprise. 8pon-reee±p~,-~he-tl~±i±~y-or-enterpr±se-shaxi 

30 ae~nowt~dge-the-no~±ee-and-depos±~.--A-wr±~ten-no~±ee-shaii 

31 eonta±n-~he-name-o£-the-tenant-respons±bie-£or-eharges, 

32 addre~~-o£-~he-proper~y-tha~-~he-~enant-±s-~o-oeetlpy7-and-~he 

33 da~e-that-~he-oeetlpaney-beg±ns.--A-ehan9e-±n-tenant-shaii 

34 reqtl±re-a-new-wr±~ten-no~±ee-and-depos±~.--When-the-tenan~ 

35 mo~es-£rom-the-re:~tai-property,-~he-e±ty-tl~±i±ty-or-en~erpr±se 
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1 ~hall-rettlrn-the-depo~it-i€-the-water-~erviee-ehar9e~-are-pa±d 

2 in-ftlll-and-the-l±en-e~empt±on-~hall-be-l±fted-from-the-rental 

3 property.--Pne-l±en-e~empt±on-for-rental-property-doe~-not 

4 apply-to-enar9e~-£or-repa±r~-to-a-water-~erv±ee-±€-tne-repa±r 

5 enar9es-beeome-delinqtlent. The residential rental property 

6 tenant is liable for such charges. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill eliminates the lien on residential rental 

9 property for unpaid rates or charges associated with a city 

10 utility or enterprise service, including sewer systems, storm 

ll water drainage systems, sewage treatment, solid waste 

12 collection, water, and solid waste disposal. The residential 

13 rental property tenant remains liable for these unpaid rates 

14 or charges. 

15 

16 

17 

HJ 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-2-

LSB 2522HH 77 

mj/cf/24 


