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An Act relating to requests for polygraphs from sexual abuse 

victims or witnesses. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 709.17, Code 1997, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 709.17 POLYGRAPH EXAMINATIONS OF VICTIMS OR WITNESSES --

4 LIMITATIONS. 

5 A criminal or juvenile justice agency shall not request or 

6 require a person claiming to be a victim of sexual abuse or 

7 claiming to be a witness regarding the sexual abuse of another 

8 person to submit to a polygraph or similar examination as a 

9 precondition to the agency conducting an investigation into 

10 the matter. An-~9eney-wi~hin9-te-per~erm A victim or witness 

11 who requests a polygraph examination ef-~-per~en-el~imin9-te 

12 be-~-~±etim-er-witne~~ shall ±n~erm-the-per~en be informed of 

13 the following prior to the examination: 

14 1. That taking the polygraph examination is voluntary. 

15 2. That the results of the examination are not admissible 

16 in court. 

17 3. That the person's decision to submit or refuse a 

18 polygraph examination will not be the sole basis for a 

19 decision by the agency to investigate or not to investigate 

20 the matter. 

21 An-~9eney-wh±eh-deel±ne~-te-in~e~ti9~te-~n-~lle9ed-e~~e-e~ 

22 ~e~tl~l-~btl~e-~ellewin9-~-dee±~ien-by-~-per~en-el~±min9-to-be-~ 

23 v±etim-not-to-~tlbmit-to-~-poly9r~ph-e~~min~tien-~h~ll-provide 

24 to-th~t-per~en7-±n-writing,-the-re~~on~-why-the-~9eney-d±d-not 

25 ptlr~tle-the-±nve~t±9~t±on-~t-the-reqtle~t-of-the-per~on. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill makes changes in the current requirements for the 

28 taking of polygraph examinations of victims of or witnesses to 

29 sexual abuse. Under the bill, a criminal or juvenile justice 

30 agency may no longer request a polygraph examination as a 

31 precondition to an investigation. Currently, those agencies 

32 are prohibited from requiring the examination as a 

33 precondition to investigation. The requirement that agencies 

34 wishing to perform a polygraph examination must inform the 

35 person to be examined that the polygraph is voluntary, that 
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S.F. H.F. '±b 5 

1 the results are not admi~sible, and that the decision to 

2 submit or not to submit will not be the sole basis for a 

3 decision to investigate or not to investigate is changed to 

4 simply require that a person who requests to submit to a 

5 polygraph be so informed prior to submission to the 

6 examination. Language currently requiring the criminal or 

7 juvenile justice agency to send an explanation of why an 

8 investigation was not pursued to a sexual abuse victim or 

9 witness, if the agency did not investigate and the person 

10 decided not to submit to the polygraph, is deleted. 
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