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S.F. H.F. 
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1 Section 1. Section 321.1, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 15A. "Crane" means a machine for raising, 

4 shifting, and lowering heavy weights by means of a projecting 

5 swinging arm. 

6 NEW SUBSECTION. 63A. "Retractable axle" means an axle 

7 designed with the capability of manipulation or adjustment of 

8 the weight on the axle by use of a manual device located on 

9 the vehicle that is not accessible to the operator of the 

10 vehicle during operation. A vehicle or combination of 

11 vehicles operating with a retractable axle on a highway in 

12 this state shall comply with this subsection on or after July 

13 1, 1999. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 321.440, subsection 7, Code 1997, is 

15 amended to read as follows: 
16 7. Been regrooved or recut below the original tread design 

17 depth, excepting special tires which have extra under tread 

18 rubber and are identified as such, or if a pneumatic tire was 

19 originally designed without grooves or tread,-the-~a£ety 

20 ~taftda~d~-there£o~-~hall-be-e~tabl±~hed-by-the-d±~eetor. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 321.440, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

22 the following new unnumbered paragraph after subsection 7: 

23 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A vehicle equipped with either 

24 solid rubber or pneumatic tires shall not be operated where 

25 the weight per inch of tire width is greater than five hundred 

26 seventy-five pounds per inch of tire width based on the tire 

27 width rating, except on a steering axle, in which case six 

28 hundred pounds per inch of tire width is permitted based on 

29 the tire width rating. 

30 Sec. 4. Section 321.456, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

31 follows: 

32 321.456 HEIGHT OF VEHICLES -- PERMITS -- EXEMPTION. 

33 A vehicle unladen or with load shall not exceed a height of 

34 thirteen feet, six inches, except by permit as provided in 

35 this section. However, a vehicle or combination of vehicles 
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1 coupled together used exclusively for the transportation of 

2 passenger vehicles, light delivery trucks, panel delivery 

3 trucks, pickup trucks, or recreational vehicle chassis may 

4 operate without a permit provided that the height of the 

5 vehicle or vehicles coupled together does not exceed fourteen 

6 feet. This section shall not be construed to require any 

7 railroad or public authorities to provide sufficient vertical 

8 clearance to permit the operation of such vehicle upon the 

9 highways of this state. Any damage to highways, highway or 

10 railroad structures or underpasses caused by the height of any 

11 vehicle provided for by this section shall be borne by the 

12 operator or owner of the vehicle. Vehicles unladen or with 

13 load exceeding a height of thirteen feet, six inches but not 

14 exceeding fourteen feet may be operated with a permit issued 

15 by the department or jurisdictional local authorities. The 

16 permits shall be issued annually for a fee of twenty-five 

17 dollars and subject to rules adopted by the department. The 

18 state or a political subdivision shall not be liable for 

19 damage to any vehicle or its cargo if changes in vertical 

20 clearance of a structure are made subsequent to the issuance 

21 of a permit during the term of the permit. 

22 Sec. 5. Section 321.463, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 321.463 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT -- EXCEPTIONS -- PENALTIES. 

25 1. An axle may be divided into two or more parts, except 

26 that all parts in the same vertical transverse plane shall be 

27 considered as one axle. 

28 2. The gross weight on any one axle of a vehicle, or of a 

29 combination of vehicles, operated on the highways of this 

30 state, shall not exceed twenty thousand pounds on an axle 

31 equipped with pneumatic tires, and shall not exceed fourteen 

32 thousand pounds on an axle equipped with solid rubber tires. 

33 The gross weight on any tandem axle of a vehicle, or any 

34 combination of vehicles, shall not exceed thirty-four thousand 

35 pounds on an axle equipped with pneumatic tires. 

-2-



S.F. H.F. 

1 3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter to the 

2 contrary, indivisible loads operating under the permit 

3 requirements of sections 321E.7, 321E.8, and 321E.9 shall be 

4 allowed a maximum of twenty thousand pounds per axle. 

5 A-g~etlp-of-twe-o~-mo~e-eongeetlti~e-a~teg-of-any-~ehiele-o~ 

6 eombination-of-~ehiete~ 7-shatt-not-ea~~y-a-lead-±n-potlnd~-in 

7 e~eeg~-of-the-e~e~atl-g~ogg-we±ght-dete~mined-by-applieation 

8 of-the-fottowin9-fo~mtl±a~-w-e~tla±s-see-toNIN-!-+-lzN-+-36t•--W 

9 e~tla±s-the-o~e~a±l-9~o~s-we±9ht-on-any-9~0tlp-of-twe-o~-me~e 

10 eonseetlt±~e-a~les-te-the-nea~e~t-fi~e-htlnd~ed-potlndg,-b-e~tlals 

11 the-d±stanee-±n-feet7-~otlnded-te-the-neare~t-whote-foet, 

12 between-the-e~t~eme-of-any-g~etlp-ef-twe-o~-me~e-eon~eetltive 

13 a~±es,-and-N-e~tla±s-the-ntlmbe~-ef-a~±es-±n-the-9~0tlp-tlnde~ 

14 eons±de~at±en.--Phe-fo±lew±n9-a~e-e~eept±ens-te-applieat±en-ef 

15 the-fo~mtlla~ 

16 l.--Pwo-eonseetlt±~e-set~-ef-tandem-a~±es-may-ea~~y-a-9~e~s 

17 load-ef-thi~ty-fetl~-thetl~and-petlnds-eaeh-p~evid±ng-the-e~e~a±l 

18 d±stanee-between-the-f±~st-and-ta~t-a~tes-of-the-eenseetlti~e 

19 set~-of-tandem-a~te~-±~-thi~ty-si~-feet-o~-me~e. 

20 z.--en-hi9hways-net-pa~t-of-the-inte~state-system,-a 

21 ~eh±ete-e~-eomb±nation-ef-~ehie±e~-ha~ing~ 

22 a.--Fetl~-a~±es-whe~e-the-e~t~eme-a~te~-a~e-e±ghteen-feet 

23 apa~t-may-ea~~y-a-g~ess-tead-ef-f±fty-th~ee-thetlsand-petlnds. 

24 b.--F±~e-a~tes-whe~e-the-e~t~eme-a~±es-a~e-thi~ty-twe-feet 

25 apa~t-may-ea~~y-a-9~ess-±oad-ef-s±~ty-seven-thotlsand-f±ve 

26 htlnd~ed-petlnds• 

27 e.--s±~-o~-me~e-a~te~-whe~e-the-e~t~eme-a~tes-a~e-fo~ty-ene 

28 feet-apa~t-may-ea~~y-a-g~ess-±ead-of-seventy-ei9ht-thetlsand 

29 petlnds. 

30 Pe~-e~e~y-foot-ef-di~tanee-between-ext~eme-ax±es-tess-than-the 

31 abeve-ax±e-spae±n9s,-the-eve~a±x-g~ess-we±ght-ef-the-~eh±ele 

32 e~-eembinatien-ef-~eh±ete~-sha!l-be-dete~m±ned-by-dedtlet±ng 

33 ene-thetlsand-petlnds-f~em-the-g~ess-toads-speeified-±n 

34 pa~ag~aph~-uau,-ubu-and-uea.--All-meastl~ements-bet~een-e~t~eme 

35 a~les-shat±-be-~etlnded-te-the-nea~est-whele-feet• 
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1 Phe-mBximtlm-gross-we±ght-shBll-~ot-exeeed-e±ghty-thotlsB~d 

2 potl~ds-. 

3 4. a. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

4 vehicle or combination of vehicles on highways which are part 

5 of the interstate system is as follows: 

6 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

7 INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

8 Distance 

9 in feet 2 Axles 3 Axles 4 Axles 5 Axles 6 Axles 7 Axles 

10 4 34,000 ___ ___;::____!._;_.:_ 

11 5 34,000 
--------'---

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

6 34,000 

7 34,000 34,000 

8 34,000 34,000 

8'1" 38,000 42,000 

9 39,000 42,500 

10 40,000 43,500 48,500 

11 44,000 49,500 

12 45,000 50,000 

13 45,500 50,500 56,000 

14 46,500 51,500 57,000 

15 47,000 52,000 57,500 

16 48,000 52,500 58,000 

17 48,500 53,500 58,500 64,000 

18 49,500 54,000 59,000 65,000 

19 50,000 54,500 60,000 65,500 

20 51,000 55,500 60,500 66,000 71,500 

21 51,500 56,000 61,000 66,500 72,500 

22 52,500 56,500 61,500 67,000 73,000 

23 53,000 57,500 62,500 68,000 73,500 

24 54,000 58,000 63,000 68,500 74,000 

_2_5 ___________ 5_4~,5~0~0~-~5~8~,~5~0~0--~6~3~,~5~0~0-- -~6~9~,~0~0~0-~7-~4~,~5~0~0 

2 6 ___________ 5_ ~-5 9_9 ______ ? __ 9--=-, _5_0_0 __ 6_4.:._, 0 0 0 __ §_~ ~ n Q_ _ -, 2LO_Q_Q_ 

27 56,000 60,000 65,000 i'O,OO_.J __ ~G,O_Q_Q 

28 57,000 60,500 65,500 71,000 /6,500 
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1 29 57,500 61,500 66,000 71,500 77,000 

2 30 58,500 62,000 66,500 72,000 77,500 

3 31 59,000 62,500 67,500 72,500 78,000 

4 32 60,000 63,500 68,000 73,000 78,500 

5 33 64,000 68,500 74,000 79,500 

6 34 64,500 69,500 74,500 80,000 

7 35 65,500 70,000 75,000 

8 36 68,000 70,500 75,500 

9 37 68,000 71,000 76,000 

10 38 68,000 72,000 77,000 

11 39 68,000 72,500 77,500 

12 40 68,500 73,000 78,000 

13 41 69,500 73,500 78,500 

14 42 70,000 74,000 79,000 

15 43 70,500 75,000 80,000 

16 44 71,500 75,500 

17 45 72,000 76,000 

18 46 72,500 76,500 

19 47 73,500 77,500 

20 48 74,000 78,000 

21 49 74,500 78,500 

22 50 75,500 79,000 

23 51 76,000 80,000 

24 52 76,500 

25 53 77,500 

26 54 78,000 

27 55 78,500 

28 56 79,500 

29 57 80,000 

30 b. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

31 vehicle or combination of vehicles on noninterstate highways 

32 is as follows: 

33 NONINTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

34 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT 'l'ABLE 

35 Distance 
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1 in feet 2 Axles 3 Axles 4 Axles 5 Axles 6 Axles 7 Axles 

2 4 34,000 

3 5 34,000 

4 6 34,000 

5 7 34,000 34,000 

6 8 34,000 34,000 

7 8'1" 38,000 42,000 

8 9 39,000 42,500 

9 10 40,000 43,500 45,000 

10 11 44,000 46,000 

11 12 45,000 47,000 

12 13 45,500 48,000 48,500 

13 14 46,500 49,000 49,500 

14 15 47,000 50,000 50,500 

15 16 48,000 51,000 51,500 

16 17 48,500 52,000 52,500 54,000 

17 18 49,500 53,000 53,500 55,000 

18 19 50,000 54,500 54,500 56,000 

19 20 51,000 55,500 55,500 57,000 

20 21 51,500 56,000 56,500 58,000 

21 22 52,500 56,500 57,500 59,000 

22 23 53,000 57,500 58,500 60,000 

23 24 54,000 58,000 59,500 61,000 

24 25 54,500 58,500 60,500 62,000 

25 26 55,500 59,500 61,500 63,000 

26 27 56,000 60,000 62,500 64,000 

27 28 57,000 60,500 63,500 65,000 

28 29 57,500 61,500 64,500 66,000 

29 30 58,500 62,000 65,500 67,000 

30 31 59,000 62,500 66,500 68,000 

31 32 60,000 63,500 67,500 69,000 

32 33 64,000 68,500 70,000 

33 34 64,500 69,500 71,000 

34 35 65,500 70,000 "72,000 

35 36 68,000 70,500 73,000 
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1 37 68,000 7l,OQO 74,000 

2 38 68,000 72,000 75,000 

3 39 68,000 72,500 76,000 

4 40 68,500 73,000 77,000 

5 41 69,500 73,5_00 78,000 78,0_00 

6 42 70,000 74,000 79,000 79,000 

7 43 70,500 75,000 80,000 80,000 

8 44 71,500 75,500 

9 45 72,000 76,000 

10 46 72,500 76,500 

11 47 73,500 77,500 

12 48 74,000 78,000 

13 49 74,500 78,500 

14 50 75,500 79,000 

15 51 76,000 80,000 

16 52 76,500 

17 53 77,500 

18 54 78,000 

19 55 78,500 

20 56 79,500 

21 57 80,000 

22 c. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

23 livestock or construction vehicle on noninterstate highways is 

24 as follows: 

25 NONINTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

26 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

27 LIVESTOCK OR CONSTRUCTION VEHICLE 

28 Distance 

29 in feet 6 Axles 7 Axles 

30 44 80,500 80,500 

31 45 81,000 81,500 

32 46 81,500 82,500 

33 47 82,000 83,500 

34 48 83,000 84,000 

35 49 83,500 85,000 

-7-



S.F. H.F. 

1 50 84,000 86,000 

2 51 84,500 87,000 

3 52 85,000 88,000 

4 53 86,000 88,500 

5 54 86,500 89,500 

6 55 87,000 90,500 

7 56 87,500 91,500 

8 57 88,000 92,000 

9 58 89,000 93,000 

10 59 89,500 94,000 

11 60 90,000 95,000 

12 61 95,500 

13 62 96,000 

14 5. The weight on any one axle, including a tandem axle, of 

15 a vehicle which is transporting livestock on highways not part 

16 of the interstate system may exceed the legal maximum weight 

17 given in this chapter providing that the gross weight on any 

18 particular group of axles on such vehicle does not exceed the 

19 gross weight allowable under this chapter for such groups of 

20 axles. 

21 6. In addition, the weight on any one axle, including a 

22 tandem axle, of a vehicle which is transporting raw materials 

23 from a designated borrow site to a construction project or 

24 transporting raw materials from a construction project, may 

25 exceed the legal maximum weight otherwise allowed under this 

26 chapter by ten percent if the gross weight on any particular 

27 group of axles on the vehicle does not exceed the gross weight 

28 allowed under this chapter for that group of axles. However, 

29 if the vehicle exceeds the ten percent tolerance allowed for 

30 any one axle or tandem axle under this paragraph the fine to 

31 be assessed for the axle or tandem axle shall be computed on 

32 the difference between the actual weight and the ten percent 

33 tolerance weight allowed for the axle or tandem axle under 

34 this paragraph. This paragraph applies only to vehicles 

35 operating along a route of travel approved by the department. 
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1 7. A vehicle or combination of vehicles transporting 

2 materials to or from a construction project or commercial 

3 plant site shall comply with the formula under this section 

4 which is used for travel on highways that are part of the 

5 interstate system. This paragraph applies only to a vehicle 

6 or combination of vehicles operating along a route of travel 

7 approved by the department or appropriate local authority. 

8 8. A vehicle designed to tow wrecked or disabled vehicles 

9 shall be exempt from the weight limitations in this section 

10 while the vehicle is towing a wrecked or disabled vehicle. 

11 9. a. A person who operates a vehicle in violation of the 

12 provisions of this section, and an owner, or any other person, 

13 employing or otherwise directing the operator of a vehicle, 

14 who requires or knowingly permits the operation of a vehicle 

15 in violation of the provisions of this section shall be fined 

16 according to the following schedule: 

17 AXLE, TANDEM AXLE, 

18 AND GROUP OF AXLES 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

WEIGHT VIOLATIONS 

Pounds Overloaded 

Up to and including 

1,000 pounds 

Over 1,000 pounds to and 

including 2,000 pounds 

Over 2,000 pounds to and 

including 3,000 pounds 

Over 3,000 pounds to and 

including 4,000 pounds 

Over 4,000 pounds to and 

including 5,000 pounds 

Over 5,000 pounds to and 

including 6,000 pounds 

Over 6,000 pounds 

Amount of Fine 

$10 plus one-half cent 

per pound 

$15 plus one-half cent 

per pound 

$80 plus three cents 

per pound 

$100 plus four cents 

per pound 

$150 plus five cents 

per pound 

$200 plus seven cents 

per pound 

$200 plus ten cents 

per pound 

35 b. Fines for gross weight violations for vehicles or 
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1 combinations of vehicles shall be assessed at one-half of the 

2 fine rate schedule for axle, tandem axle, and groups of axles 

3 weight violations. 

4 c. Except as otherwise provided, the amount of the fine to 

5 be assessed shall be computed on the difference between the 

6 actual weight and the maximum legal weight specified in this 

7 section by applying the appropriate rate in the preceding 

8 schedule for the total amount of overload. 

9 d. The schedule of fines may be assessed in addition to 

10 any other penalties provided for in this chapter. 

11 10. Overloads on axles and tandem axles and overloads on 

12 groups of axles or on an entire vehicle or combination of 

13 vehicles shall be considered as separate violations of the 

14 provisions of this section. 

15 11. A person who issues or executes, or causes to be 

16 issued or executed, a bill of lading, manifest, or shipping 

17 document of any kind which states a false weight of the cargo 

18 set forth on such bill, manifest, or document, which is less 

19 than the actual weight of the cargo, shall, upon conviction, 

20 be guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

21 Sec. 6. Section 321E.7, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

22 amended to read as follows: 

23 1. The gross weight on any axle of any vehicle or 

24 combination of vehicles traveling under a permit issued in 

25 accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall not 

26 exceed the maximum axle load prescribed in section 321.463; 

27 except that, cranes being temporarily moved on streets, roads, 

28 or highways may have a gross weight of twenty-four thousand 

29 pounds on any single axle; and construction machinery being 

30 temporarily moved on streets, roads, or highways may have a 

31 gross weight of thirty-six thousand pounds on any single axle 

32 equipped with a minimum size twenty-six point five-inch by 

33 twenty-five-inch flotation pneumatic tires and a maximum gross 

34 weight of twenty thousand pounds un any s1ngle axle equipped 

35 with minimum size eighteen-inch by twenty-five-inch flotation 
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1 pneumatic tires, with the department authorized to adopt rules 

2 to permit the use of tire sizes and weights within the minimum 

3 and maximum specifications provided in this section, provided 

4 that the total gross weight of the vehicle or a combination of 

5 vehicles does not exceed a maximum of one hundred twenty-six 

6 thousand pounds; and except that a manufacturer of machinery 

7 or equipment manufactured or assembled in Iowa may be granted 

8 a permit for the movement of such machinery or equipment 

9 mounted on pneumatic tires with axle loads exceeding the 

10 maximum axle load prescribed in section 321.463 for distances 

11 not to exceed twenty-five miles at a speed not greater than 

12 twenty miles per hour. The movement of such machinery or 

13 equipment shall be over a specified route between the place of 

14 assembly or manufacture and a storage area, shipping point, 

15 proving ground, experimental area, weighing station, or 

16 another manufacturing plant. 

17 Sec. 7. Section 321E.8, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

18 the following new subsection: 

19 NEW SUBSECTION. lA. Vehicles with indivisible loads 

20 having an overall width not to exceed twelve feet five inches 

21 or mobile homes, including appurtenances, having an overall 

22 width not to exceed twelve feet five inches and an overall 

23 length not to exceed one hundred feet zero inches may be moved 

24 on highways specified by the permitting authority for 

25 unlimited distances if the height of the vehicle and load does 

26 not exceed fourteen feet zero inches and the total gross 

27 weight of the vehicle does not exceed one hundred thirty six 

28 thousand pounds. The vehicle owner or operator shall verify 

29 with the permitting authority prior to movement of the load 

30 that highway conditions have not changed so as to prohibit 

31 movement of the vehicle. Any cost to repair damage to 

32 highways or highway structures shall be borne by the owner or 

33 operator of the vehicle causing the damage. Permitted 

34 vehicles under this subsection shall not be allowed to travel 

35 on any portion of the interstate highway system. 
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1 Sec. 8. Section 321E.9, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Cranes, exceeding the maximum gross 

4 weight on any axle as prescribed in section 321.463, but not 

5 exceeding twenty-four thousand pounds, may be moved in 

6 accordance with rules adopted pursuant to chapter 17A. 

7 Sec. 9. Section 321E.9A, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 1. Vehicles with indivisible loads having an overall 

10 length not to exceed one hundred twenty feet, an overall width 

11 not to exceed eleven sixteen feet, and an-overall of any 

12 height not-to-e~eeed-fetlrteen-feet,-fetlr-±nehe~, may be moved 

13 on highways specified by the permitting authority, provided 

14 the gross.weight on any one axle shall not exceed the maximum 

15 prescribed in section 321.463 and the total gross weight is 

16 not greater than one hundred fifty-six thousand pounds. 

17 Sec. 10. Section 321E.l4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

18 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

19 The department or local authorities issuing permits shall 

20 charge a fee of twenty-five dollars for an annual permit 

21 issued under section 321E.8, subsection 1, 2, or 3, a fee of 

22 one three hundred dollars for an annual permit issued under 

23 section 321E.8, subsection lA, a fee of two hundred dollars 

24 for a multi-trip permit, and a fee of ten dollars for a 

25 single-trip permit, and shall determine charges for special 

26 permits issued pursuant to section 321E.29 by rules adopted 

27 pursuant to chapter 17A. Fees for the movement of buildings, 

28 parts of buildings, or unusual vehicles or loads may be 

29 increased to cover the costs of inspections by the issuing 

30 authority. A fee not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars per 

31 day or a prorated fraction of that fee per person and car for 

32 escort service may be charged when requested or when required 

33 under this chapter. Proration of escort fees between state 

34 and local authorities when more than one governmental 

35 authority provides or is required to provide escort for a 

-12-
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1 movement during the period of a day shall be determined by 

2 rule under section 321E.l5. The department and local 

3 authorities may charge a permit applicant for the cost of 

4 trimming trees and removal and replacement of natural 

5 obstructions or official signs and signals or other public or 

6 private property required to be removed during the movement of 

7 a vehicle and load. In addition to the fees provided in this 

8 section, the annual fee for a permit for special mobile 

9 equipment, as defined in section 321.1, subsection 75, 

10 operated pursuant to section 321E.7, subsection 2, with a 

11 combined gross weight up to and including eighty thousand 

12 pounds shall be twenty-five dollars and for a combined gross 

13 weight exceeding eighty thousand pounds, fifty dollars. 

14 Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATES. 

15 1. Section 3 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1999. 

16 2. The maximum gross vehicle weight provisions in section 

17 321.463, subsection 4, paragraph "c", take effect for vehicles 

18 operating on the primary road system on July 1, 1997, and take 

19 effect for vehicles operating on the urban and secondary road 

20 system on December 31, 1998. However, prior to December 31, 

21 1998, routes of travel on the urban and secondary system by 

22 vehicles weighing ninety-six thousand pounds may be approved 

23 by local authorities. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill does the following: 

26 l. Code section 321.1 is amended to define a crane as a 

27 machine for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights by 

28 means of a projecting swinging arm. Code section 321.1 is 

29 also amended to define retractable axle as an axle designed to 

30 be raised or lowered by a manual device which is not 

31 accessible to the operator of the vehicle. Retractable axles 

32 on vehicles must meet this definition on or after July 1, 

33 1999. 

34 2. Code section 321.440, regarding restrictions as to tire 

35 equipment, is amended to eliminate the requirement that the 
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1 director of transportation adopt safety standards regarding 

2 pneumatic tires designed originally without grooves or tread. 

3 Code section 321.440 is also amended, effective July 1, 1999, 

4 to prohibit vehicles from operating with tire weights per inch 

5 of tire width that are greater than 575 pounds per inch of the 

6 width on a nonsteering axle and 600 pounds per inch of tire 

7 width on a steering axle based on the tire width rating. 

8 3. Code section 321.456, regarding height of vehicles, is 

9 amended to provide that vehicles used solely for the hauling 

10 of automobiles, light trucks, and recreational vehicle chassis 

11 are exempt from the need to get a permit if the load vehicle 

12 is 14 feet tall or under. 

13 Code section 321.463 is amended to state the maximum 

14 allowable vehicle weights for interstate and noninterstate 

15 highways in chart form. The maximum weight is also increased 

16 to 96,000 pounds for livestock and construction vehicles on 

17 noninterstate highways. 

18 4. Code section 321E.7, regarding load limits per axle of 

19 excessive size and weight vehicles, is amended to provide that 

20 cranes may temporarily be moved on streets, roads, or highways 

21 with gross weights per axle of up to 24,000 pounds. 

22 5. Code section 321E.8, regarding annual permits, is 

23 amended to provide that vehicles with loads not more than 12 

24 feet five inches in width, 14 feet in height, not greater than 

25 100 feet in length, and weighing between 80,000 and 136,000 

26 pounds, may be moved unlimited distances on highways specified 

27 by the permitting authority, provided that the vehicle owner 

28 or operator verifies to the permitting authority before moving 

29 the load that road conditions have not changed so as to 

30 prohibit the load from being moved. The vehicle owner or 

31 operator is also liable for damages done to highways or 

32 highway structures from the load. Section 321E.8 is also 

33 amended to prohibit these vehicles from traveling on the 

34 interstate highway system if the vehicle exceeds 80,000 pounds 

35 gross weight. 
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1 6. Code section 321E.9 is amended to provide that cranes 

2 exceeding the maximum gross axle weight allowed in section 

3 321.463 but not exceeding 24,000 pounds in axle weight may be 

4 moved under a single-trip permit in accordance with rules 

5 adopted by the department. 

6 7. Code section 321E.9A is amended to provide that 

7 vehicles not more than 120 feet in length and 16 feet in 

8 width, and of any height, may be moved on highways designated 

9 by the permitting authority under a multi-trip permit provided 

10 that the total vehicle gross weight is not more than 156,000 

11 pounds. 

12 feet in 

13 weight 

14 8. 

15 permit 

Current size limitations are 11 feet in width, 100 

length, and 14 feet four inches in height, and the 

limitation is determined under section 321E.7. 

Code section 321E.l4 is amended to create an annual 

fee for vehicles with gross weights between 80,000 and 

pounds of $300. The fee for all other annual permits 

17 remains at $25. The fee for a multi-trip permit is increased 

18 from $100 to $200. 

16 136,000 

19 The increase, to 96,000 pounds, in maximum gross weight for 

20 vehicles on the primary road system takes effect July 1, 1997, 

21 and takes effect for the urban and secondary road system on 

22 December 31, 1998. Prior to that date, local authorities may 

23 approve routes of travel for 96,000-pound vehicles on urban 

24 and secondary roads. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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A fiscal note for House File 416 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. 
Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

House File 416 changes numerous prov~s~ons pertaining to the regulation of 
commercial motor vehicles including size and weight allowances. The Bill also 
changes the fee for a multi-trip permit from $100 to $200 and creates an annual 
fee of $300 for vehicles with gross weights between 80,000 and 136,000 pounds. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

House File 416 will generate additional fee revenue to the Road Use Tax Fund. 
However, due to lack of sufficient information the amount of additional fee 
revenue cannot be determined. 
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S.F. H.F. '1/iJ 
1 Section 1. Section 321.1, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 15A. "Crane" means a machine for raising, 

4 shifting, and lowering heavy weights by means of a projecting 

5 swinging arm. 

6 NEW SUBSECTION. 63A. "Retractable axle" means an axle 

7 designed with the capability of manipulation or adjustment of 

8 the weight on the axle by use of a manual device located on 

9 the vehicle that is not accessible to the operator of the 

10 vehicle during operation. A vehicle or combination of 

11 vehicles operating with a retractable axle on a highway in 

12 this state shall comply with this subsection on or after July 

13 1, 1999. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 321.440, subsection 7, Code 1997, is 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 7. Been regrooved or recut below the original tread design 

17 depth, excepting special tires which have extra under tread 

18 rubber and are identified as such, or if a pneumatic tire was 

19 originally designed without grooves or tread,-the-~afety 

20 ~taMdard~-therefer-~he±±-be-e~tab±±~hed-by-the-d±~eeto~. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 321.440, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

22 the following new unnumbered paragraph after subsection 7: 

23 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A vehicle equipped with either 

24 solid rubber or pneumatic tires shall not be operated where 

25 the weight per inch of tire width is greater than five hundred 

26 seventy-five pounus per inch of tire width based on the tire 

27 wiJth rating, except on a steering axle, in which case six 

28 hundred pounds per inch of tire width is permitted based on 

29 the tire width rating. 

30 Sec. 4. Section 321.456, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

31 follows: 

32 321.456 HEIGHT OF VEHICLES -- PERMITS -- EXEMPTION. 

33 A vehicle unladen or with load shall not exceed a height of 

34 thirteen feet, six inches, except by permit as provided in 

35 this section. Ho'.1ever, a vehicle or combination of vehicles 
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1 coupled together used exclusively for the transportation of 

2 passenger vehicles, light delivery trucks, panel delivery 

3 trucks, pickup trucks, or recreational vehicle chassis may 

4 operate without a permit provided that the height of the 

5 vehicle or vehicles coupled together does not exceed fourteen 

6 feet. This section shall not be construed to require any 

7 railroad or public authorities to provide sufficient vertical 

8 clearance to permit the operation of such vehicle upon the 

9 highways of this state. Any damage to highways, highway or 

10 railroad structures or underpasses caused by the height of any 

11 vehicle provided for by this section shall be borne by the 

12 operator or owner of the vehicle. Vehicles unladen or with 

13 load exceeding a height of thirteen feet, six inches but not 

14 exceeding fourteen feet may be operated with a permit issued 

15 by the department or jurisdictional local authorities. The 

16 permits shall be issued annually for a fee of twenty-five 

17 dollars and subject to r.ules adopted by the department. The 

18 state or a political subdivision shall not be liable for 

.19 damage to any vehicle or its cargo if changes in vertical 

20 clearance of a structure are made subsequent to the issuance 

21 of a permit during the term of the permit. 

22 Sec. 5. Section 321.463, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 321.463 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT -- EXCEPTIONS -- PENALTIES. 

25 1. An axle may be divided into two or more parts, except 

26 that all parts in the same vertical transverse plane shall be 

27 considered as one axle. 

28 2. The gross weight on any one axle of a vehicle, or of a 

29 combination of vehicles, operated on the highways of this 

30 state, shall not exceed twenty thousand pounds on an axle 

31 equipped with pneumatic tires, and shall not exceed fourteen 

32 thousand pounds on an axle equipped with solid rubber tires. 

33 The gross weight on any tandem axle of a vehicle, or any 

34 combination of vehicles, shall not exceed thirty-four thousand 

35 pounds on an axle equipped with pneumatic tires. 
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3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter to the 

contrary, indivisible loads operating under the permit 

requirements of sections 321E.7, 321E.8, and 321E.9 shall be 

allowed a maximum of twenty thousand pounds per axle. 

A-g~etlp-e£-twe-e~-me~e-eenseetlt±ve-a~les-e£-any-veh±ele-o~ 

eemb±nat±on-e£-veh±eles,-shall-net-ea~~y-a-toad-±n-potlnds-±n 

e~ee~~-o£-the-eve~all-g~e~~-we±ght-dete~m±ned-by-appl±eat±on 

e£-the-£ollow±ng-£o~mtlxa~-w-e~tlals-599-tnNfN-l-+-±zN-+-36t•--W 

e~tla±s-the-eve~all-9~e~s-we±ght-on-any-g~etlp-o£-two-o~-mo~e 

eon~eetlt±ve-a~les-to-the-nea~e~t-f±ve-htlnd~ed-petlnds,-n-e~tials 

the-d±stanee-±n-£eet,-~etlnded-to-the-nea~est-whe±e-£eot 7 

between-the-ext~eme-e£-any-gretlp-e£-twe-or-mere-eonseetlt±ve 

ax±es,-and-N-e~tlals-the-ntlmbe~-e£-a~±es-±n-the-grotlp-tlnde~ 

eons±de~at±en.--~he-fol±ew±ng-are-exeept±ens-te-app±±eat±en-o£ 

the-£e~mtlxa~ 

t.--~we-eenseetlt±ve-sets-e£-tandem-a~les-may-ea~~y-a-gress 

±oad-e£-th±rty-fotl~-thotlsand-potlnds-eaeh-p~ev±d±ng-the-eve~a±± 

d±stanee-between-the-£±~st-and-±ast-a~±es-e£-the-eenseetlt±ve 

sets-e£-tandem-a~±es-±s-th±rty-s±~-feet-e~-mere. 

~.--en-h±ghways-net-pa~t-e£-the-±nterstate-system7-a 

veh±e±e-er-eemb±nat±en-e£-veh±e±es-hav±ng~ 

a.--Petl~-a~±es-whe~e-the-e~t~eme-a~±es-are-e±ghteen-feet 

apart-may-earry-a-g~ess-±ead-of-f±fty-three-thetlsand-petlnds. 

b.--P±ve-a~les-whe~e-the-e~t~eme-a~±es-a~e-th±~ty-twe-feet 

apart-may-earry-a-gress-±ead-ef-s±~ty-seven-thetisand-f±ve 

htlnd~ed-petlftOS• 

e.--s±~-e~-me~e-a~±es-whe~e-the-e~t~eme-a~±es-a~e-fe~ty-ene 

£eet-apart-may-earry-a-gross-±ead-ef-seventy-e±ght-thetlsand 

29 pOtiftOS• 

30 Pe~-every-foot-e£-d±stanee-between-e~treme-a~±es-±ess-than-the 

31 abeve-a~±e-spae±ngs,-the-evera±±-gress-we±ght-e£-the-veh±e±e 

32 er-eomb±nat±en-ef-veh±e±es-shall-be-dete~m±ned-by-dedtlet±ng 

33 one-thotlsand-petinds-frem-the-g~ess-±eads-spee±f±ed-±n 

34 paragraphs-uau,-ubu-and-ueu.--A±±-meastlrements-between-e~t~eme 

35 a~±es-sha±±-be-~otlnded-to-the-nearest-whe±e-feot. 
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1 ~~e-max±mtlm-9~ess-we±9~t-s~a~~-ftet-exeee~-e±9~ty-tnetlsaMd 

2 petlMds• 

3 4. a. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

4 vehicle or combination of vehicles on highways which are 12art 

5 of the interstate system is as follows: 

6 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

7 INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

8 Distance 

9 in feet 2 Axles 3 Axles 4 Axles 5 Axles 6 Axles 7 Axles 

10 4 34,000 

11 5 34,000 

12 6 34,000 

13 7 34,000 34,000 

14 8 34,000 34,000 

15 8'1" 38,000 42,000 

16 9 39,000 42,500 

17 10 40,000 43,500 48,500 

18 11 44,000 49,500 

19 12 45,000 50,000 

20 13 45,500 50,500 56,000 

21 14 46,500 51,500 57,000 

22 15 47,000 52,000 57,500 

23 16 48,000 52,500 58,000 

24 17 48,500 53,500 58,500 64,000 

25 18 49,500 54,000 59,000 65,000 

26 19 50,000 54,500 60,000 65,500 

27 20 51,000 55,500 60,500 66,000 71,500 

28 21 51,500 56,000 61,000 66,500 72,500 

29 22 52,500 56,500 61,500 67,000 73,000 

30 23 53,000 57,500 62,500 68,000 73,500 

31 24 54,000 58,000 63,000 68,500 74,000 

32 25 54,500 58,500 63,500 69,000 74,500 

33 26 55,500 59,500 64,000 69,500 75,000 

34 27 56,000 60,000 65,000 70,000 76,000 

35 28 57,000 60,500 65,500 71,000 76,500 
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1 29 57,500 61,500 66,000 71,500 77,000 

2 30 58,500 62,000 66,500 72,000 77,500 

3 31 59,000 62,500 67,500 72,500 78,000 

4 32 60,000 63,500 68,000 73,000 78,500 

5 33 64,000 68,500 74,000 79,500 

6 34 64,500 69,500 74,500 80,000 

7 35 65,500 70,000 75,000 

8 36 68,000 70,500 75,500 

9 37 68,000 71,000 76,000 

10 38 68,000 72,000 77,000 

11 39 68,000 72,500 77,500 

12 40 68,500 73,000 78,000 

13 41 69,500 73,500 78,500 

14 42 70,000 74,000 79,000 

15 43 70,500 75,000 80,000 

16 44 71,500 75,500 

17 45 72,000 76,000 

18 46 72,500 76,500 

19 47 73,500 77,500 

20 48 74,000 78,000 

21 49 74,500 78,500 

22 50 75,500 79,000 

23 51 76,000 80,000 

24 52 76,500 

25 53 77,500 

26 54 78,000 

27 55 78,500 

28 56 79,500 

29 57 80,000 

30 b. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

31 vehicle or combination of vehicles on noninterstate highways 

32 is as follows: 

33 NONINTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

34 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

35 Distance 
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1 in feet 2 Axles 3 Axles 4 Axles 5 Axles 6 Axles 7 Axles 

2 4 34,000 

3 5 34,000 

4 6 34,000 

5 7 34,000 34,000 

6 8 34,000 34,000 

7 8'1" 38,000 42,000 

8 9 39,000 42,500 

9 10 40,000 43,500 45,000 

10 11 44,000 46,000 

11 12 45,000 47,000 

12 13 45,500 48,000 48,500 

13 14 46,500 49,000 49,500 

14 15 47,000 50,000 50,500 

15 16 48,000 51,000 51,500 

16 17 48,500 52,000 52,500 54,000 

17 18 49,500 53,000 53,500 55,000 

18 19 50,000 54,500 54,500 56,000 

19 20 51,000 55,500 55,500 57,000 

20 21 51,500 56,000 56,500 58,000 

21 22 52,500 56,500 57,500 59,000 

22 23 53,000 57,500 58,500 60,000 

23 24 54,000 58,000 59,500 61,000 

24 25 54,500 58,500 60,500 62,000 

25 26 55,500 59,500 61,500 63,000 

26 27 56,000 60,000 62,500 64,000 

27 28 57,000 60,500 63,500 65,000 

28 29 57,500 61,500 64,500 66,000 

29 30 58,500 62,000 65,500 67,000 

30 31 59,000 62,500 66,500 68,000 

31 32 60,000 63,500 67,500 69,000 

32 33 64,000 68,500 70,000 

33 34 64,500 69,500 71,000 

34 35 65,500 70,000 72,000 

35 36 68,000 70,500 73,000 
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1 37 68,000 71,000 74,000 

2 38 68,000 72,000 75,000 

3 39 68,000 72,500 76,000 

4 40 68,500 73,000 77,000 

5 41 69,500 73,500 78,000 78,000 

6 42 70,000 74,000 79,000 79,000 

7 43 70,500 75,000 80,000 80,000 

8 44 71,500 75,500 

9 45 72,000 76,000 

10 46 72,500 76,500 

11 47 73,500 77,500 

12 48 74,000 78,000 

13 49 74,500 78,500 

14 50 75,500 79,000 

15 51 76,000 80,000 

16 52 76,500 

17 53 77,500 

18 54 78,000 

19 55 78,500 

20 56 79,500 

21 57 80,000 

22 c. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

23 livestock or construction vehicle on noninterstate highways is 

24 as follows: 

25 NONINTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

26 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

27 LIVESTOCK OR CONSTRUCTION VEHICLE 

28 Distance 

29 in feet 6 Axles 7 Axles 

30 44 80,500 80,500 

31 45 81,000 81,500 

32 46 81,500 82,500 

33 47 82,000 83,500 

34 48 83,000 84,000 

35 49 83,500 85,000 
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8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

5. 

84,000 

84,500 

85,000 

86,000 

86,500 

87,000 

87,500 

88,000 

89,000 

89,500 

90,000 

S.F. 

86,000 

87,000 

88,000 

88,500 

89,500 

90,500 

91,500 

92,000 

93,000 

94,000 

95,000 

95,500 

96,000 

H.F.~ 

The weight on any one axle, including a tandem axle, of 

15 a vehicle which is transporting livestock on highways not part 

16 of the interstate system may exceed the legal maximum weight 

17 given in this chapter providing that the gross weight on any 

18 particular group of axles on such vehicle does not exceed the 

19 gross weight allowable under this chapter for such groups of 

20 axles. 

21 6. In addition, the weight on any one axle, including a 

22 tandem axle, of a vehicle which is transporting raw materials 

23 from a designated borrow site to a construction project or 

24 transporting raw materials from a construction project, may 

25 exceed the legal maximum weight otherwise allowed under this 

26 chapter by ten percent if the gross weight on any particular 

27 group of axles on the vehicle does not exceed the gross weight 

28 allowed under this chapter for that group of axles. However, 

29 if the vehicle exceeds the ten percent tolerance allowed for 

30 any one axle or tandem axle under this paragraph the fine to 

31 be assessed for the axle or tandem axle shall be computed on 

32 the difference between the actual weight and the ten percent 

33 tolerance weight allowed for the axle or tandem axle under 

34 this paragraph. This paragraph applies only to vehicles 

35 operating along a route of travel approved by the department. 
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1 7. A vehicle or combination of vehicles transporting 

2 materials to or from a construction project or commercial 

3 plant site shall comply with ~he-~o~mtt%~-ttftde~-~h±s-see~±oM 

4 wh±eh-±s-ttsed-~e~-~~~\l'ex subsection 4, paragraph "a" on 

5 highways that are part of the interstate system. This 

6 paragraph applies only to a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

7 operating along a route of travel approved by the department 

8 or appropriate local authority. 

9 8. A vehicle designed to tow wrecked or disabled vehicles 

10 shall be exempt from the weight limitations in this section 

11 while the vehicle is towing a wrecked or disabled vehicle. 

12 9. a. A person who operates a vehicle in violation of the 

13 provisions of this section, and an owner, or any other person, 

14 employing or otherwise directing the operator of a vehicle, 

15 who requires or knowingly permits the operation of a vehicle 

16 in violation of the provisions of this section shall be fined 

17 according to the following schedule: 

18 AXLE, TANDEM AXLE, 

19 AND GROUP OF AXLES 

20 WEIGHT VIOLATIONS 

21 Pounds Overloaded Amount of Fine 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Up to and including 

1,000 pounds 

Over 1,000 pounds to and 

including 2,000 pounds 

Over 2,000 pounds to and 

including 3,000 pounds 

Over 3,000 pounds to and 

including 4,000 pounds 

Over 4,000 pounds to and 

including 5,000 pounds 

Over 5,000 pounds to and 

including 6,000 pounds 

Over 6,000 pounds 

-9-

$10 plus one-half cent 

per pound 

$15 plus one-half cent 

per pound 

$80 plus three cents 

per pound 

$100 plus four cents 

per pound 

$150 plus five cents 

per pound 

$200 plus seven cents 

per pound 

$200 plus ten cents 

per pound 
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l b. Fines for gross weight violations for vehicles or 

2 combinations of vehicles shall be assessed at: one-half of the 

3 fine rate schedule for axle, tandem axle, and groups of axles 

4 weight violations. 

5 c. Except as otherwise provided, the amount of the fine to 

6 be assessed shall be computed on the difference between the 

7 actual weight and the maximum legal weight specified in this 

8 section by applying the appropriate rate in the preceding 

9 schedule for the total amount of overload. 

10 d. The schedule of fines may be assessed in addition to 

11 any other penalties provided for in this chapter. 

12 10. Overloads on axles and tandem axles and overloads on 

13 groups of axles or on an entire vehicle or combination of 

14 vehicles shall be considered as separate violations of the 

15 provisions of this section. 

16 11. A person who issues or executes, or causes to be 

17 issued or executed, a bill of lading, manifest, or shipping 

18 document of any kind which states a false weight of the cargo 

19 set forth on such bill, manifest, or document, which is less 

20 than the actual weight of the cargo, shall, upon conviction, 

21 be guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 

22 Sec. 6. Section 321E.7, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

23 amended to read as follows: 

24 1. The gross weight on any axle of any vehicle or 

25 combination of vehicles traveling under a permit issued in 

26 accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall not 

27 exceed the maximum axle load prescribed in section 321.463; 

28 except that, cranes being temporarily moved on streets, roads, 

29 or highways may have a gross weight of twenty-four thousand 

30 pounds on any single axle; and construction machinery being 

31 temporarily moved on streets, roads, or highways may have a 

32 gross weight of thirty-six thousand pounds on any single axle 

33 equipped with a minimum size twenty-six point five-inch by 

34 twenty-five-inch flotation pneumatic tires and a maximum gross 

35 weight of twenty thousand pounds on any single axle equipped 
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1 with minimum size eighteen-inch by twenty-five-inch flotation 

2 pneumatic tires, with the department authorized to adopt rules 

1 to permit the use of tire sizes and weights within the minimum 

4 and maximum specifications provided in this section, provided 

5 that the total gross weight of the vehicle or a combination of 

6 vehicles does not exceed a maximum of one hundred twenty-six 

7 thousand pounds: and except that a manufacturer of machinery 

8 or equipment manufactured or assembled in Iowa may be granted 

9 a permit for the movement of such machinery or equipment 

10 mounted on pneumatic tires with axle loads exceeding the 

11 maximum axle load prescribed in section 321.463 for distances 

12 not to exceed twenty-five miles at a speed not greater than 

13 twenty miles per hour. The movement of such machinery or 

14 equipment shall be over a specified route between the place of 

15 assembly or manufacture and a storage area, shipping point, 

16 proving ground, experimental area, weighing station, or 

17 another manufacturing plant. 

18 Sec. 7. Section 321E.8, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

19 the following new subsection: 

20 NEW SUBSECTION. lA. Vehicles with indivisible loads 

21 having an overall width not to exceed twelve feet five inches 

22 or mobile homes, including appurtenances, having an overall 

23 width not to exceed twelve feet five inches and an overall 

24 length not to exceed one hundred feet zero inches may be moved 

25 on highways specified by the permitting authority for 

26 unlimited distances if the height of the vehicle and load does 

27 not exceed fourteen feet zero inches and the total gross 

28 weight of the vehicle does not exceed one hundred thirty six 

29 thousand pounds. The vehicle owner or operator shall verify 

30 with the permitting authority prior to movement of the load 

31 that highway conditions have not changed so as to prohibit 

32 movement of the vehicle. Any cost to repair damage to 

33 highways or highway structures shall be borne by the owner or 

34 operator of the vehicle causing the damage. Permitted 

35 vehicles under this subsection shall not be allowed to travel 
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1 on any portion of the interstate highway system. 

2 Sec. 8. Section 321E.9, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

3 the following new subsection: 

4 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Cranes, exceeding the maximum gross 

5 weight on any axle as prescribed in section 321.463, but not 

6 exceeding twenty-four thousand pounds, may be moved in 

7 accordance with rules adopted pursuant to chapter 17A. 

8 Sec. 9 . Section 321E.9A, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

9 amended to read as follows: 

10 l. Vehicles with indivisible loads having an overall 

11 length not to exceed one hundred twenty feet, an overall width 

12 not to exceed ete,en sixteen feet, and ~n-ewer~tt of any 

13 height net-te-e~eeed-fetlrteen-feet 7-fetlr-±nehe~, may be moved 

14 on highways specified by the permitting authority, provided 

15 the gross weight on any one axle shall not exceed the maximum 

16 prescribed in section 321.463 and the total gross weight is 

17 not greater than one hundred fift_L::six thousand pound~. 

18 Sec. 10. Section 321E.l4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

19 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

20 The department or local authorities issuing permits shall 

21 charge a fee of twenty-five dollars for an annual permit 

22 issued under section 321E.8, subsection 1, 2, or 3, a fee of 

23 one three hundred dollars for an annual permit issued under 

24 section 321E.8, subsection 1A, a fee of two hundred dollars 

25 for a multi-trip permit, and a fee of ten dollars for a 

26 single-trip permit, and shall determine charges for special 

27 permits issued pursuant to section 321E.29 by rules adopted 

28 pursuant to chapter l7A. Fees for the movement of buildings, 

29 parts of buildings, or unusual vehicles or loads may be 

30 increased to cover the costs of inspections by the issuing 

31 authority. A fee not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars per 

32 day or a prorated fraction of that fee per person and car for 

33 escort service may be charged when requested or when required 

34 under this chapter. Proration of escort fees between state 

35 and local authorities when more than one governmental 
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l authority provides or is required to provide escort for a 

2 movement during the period of a day shall be determined by 

3 rule under section 321E.l5. The department and local 

4 authorities may charge a permit applicant for the cost of 

5 trimming trees and removal and replacement of natural 

6 obstructions or official signs and signals or other public or 

7 private property required to be removed during the movement of 

8 a vehicle and load. In addition to the fees provided in this 

9 section, the annual fee for a permit for special mobile 

10 equipment, as defined in section 321.1, subsection 75, 

ll operated pursuant to section 321E.7, subsection 2, with a 

12 combined gross weight up to and including eighty thousand 

13 pounds shall be twenty-five dollars and for a combined gross 

14 weight exceeding eighty thousand pounds, fifty dollars. 

15 Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATES. 

16 1. Section 3 of this Act takes effect July l, 1999. 

17 2. The maximum gross vehicle weight provisions in section 

18 321.463, subsection 4, paragraph "c", take effect for vehicles 

19 operating on the primary road system on July l, 1997, and take 

20 effect for vehicles operating on the urban and secondary road 

21 system on December 31, 1998. However, prior to December 31, 

22 1998, routes of travel on the urban and secondary system by 

23 vehicles weighing ninety-six thousand pounds may be approved 

24 by local authorities. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 4, 1997 

HOOSE FILE 416 
3362 

1 Amend House File 416, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 l. Page 1, by striking lines 8 through 13 and 
4 inserting the following: "the weight on the axle." 
5 2. P~ge 1, line 23, by inserting after the word 
6 "vehicle" the following: ", except an implement of 
7 husbandry,". 
8 3. Page 2, line 35, by inserting after the word 
9 "tires." The following: "This subsection does not 

10 apply to implements of husbandry." 
11 4. Page 9, by striking lines 3 through 8 and 
12 inserting the following: "plant site ~nal:l:-eompl:y 
13 w~tn-tne-£o~mttl:6-ttnde~-tn~s-seet~on-wn~en-~s-tt~ed-£o~ 
14 t~a~el:-on-n~ghw6ys-th6t-a~e-p6~t-o£-tne-~nte~~tate 
15 ~ystem.--~n~s-pa~6g~apn-appl:~e~-onl:y-to-a-~en~el:e-o~ 
16 eomb~nat~on-o£-~en~el:e~-ope~at~ng along a route of 
17 travel approved by the department or appropriate local 
18 authority shall comply with subsection 4, paragraph 
19 "a"." 
20 5. Page 10, by inserting after line 21 the 
21 following: 
22 "Sec. NEW SECTION. 321.467 RETRACTABLE 
23 AXLES. 
24 A vehicle which is a model year 1999 or later 

5 vehicle shall not operate on a highway of this state 
6 with a retractable axle unless the weight on the 
7 retractable axle can on:y be adjusted by means of a 

28 manual device located on the vehicle that is not 
29 accessible to the operator of the vehicle during 
30 operation of the vehicle. However, the controls for 
31 raising and lowering the retractable axle may be 
32 accessible to the operator of the vehicle while the 
33 vehicle is in operation." 
34 6. By renumbering as necessary. 

S-3362 FILED APRIL 3, 1997 

By RICHARD F. DRAKE 
ALLEN BORLAUG 
MATT McCOY 
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SENATE CLIP SHEET MARCH 21, 1997 

HOUSE FILE 416 
S-3187 

l Amend House File 416, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 l. Page 9, by striking lines 12 through 17 and 
4 inserting the following: 
5 "9. a. A-t'e1"80ft-w~o-ot'e1"Bte8 The operator of a 
6 vehicle which is in violation of the provisions of 
7 this section, and an owner, Ot"-Bfty-ot~er-per8oft7 
8 emp~oyift~-or-ot~erwi8e employer, or any other person 
9 directing the operator of a vehicle7 who requires or 

10 knowingly permits the operation of a vehicle in 
11 violation of the provisions of this section shall be 
12 fined according to the following schedule:" 
13 2. Page 10, by inserting after line 21 the 
14 following: 
15 "Sec. Section 321.476, unnumbered paragraph 
16 1, Code 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

Page 37 

17 Authority is hereby given to the department to stop 
18 any motor vehicle or trailer on the highways for the 
19 purposes of weighing and inspection, to weigh and 
20 inspect the same, and to enforce the provisions of and 
21 investigate operators, owners, employers, and other---
22 persons directing operators of motor vehicles 
23 suspected of violations of the motor vehicle laws 
24 relating to the registration, size, weight, and load 
25 of motor vehicles and trailers." 
26 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

By JIM LIND 

S-3187 FILED MARCH 20, 1997 

olo 
7 ~/CJ/97 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 10, 1997 Page 4 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 416 
H-1648 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

Amend House File 416, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the House, as follows: 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 8 through 13 and 
inserting the following: "the weight on the axle." 

2. Page 1, line 23, by inserting after the word 
"vehicle" the following: ", except an implement of 
husbandry,". 

3. Page 2, line 35, by inserting after the word 
"tires." The following: "This subsection does not 
apply to implements of husbandry." 

4. Page 9, by striking lines 3 through 8 and 
inserting the following: "plant site ~na:!::!:-eomp:!:y 
wi~n-~ne-formtl:!:a-tlnder-~ni~-~ee~ion-whien-i~-tl~ed-for 
~ra~e:!:-on-h±9hway~-~ha~-are-par~-of-~he-±n~er~~a~e 
~y~~em7--~h±~-para9rapn-app:!:±e~-on:!:y-~o-a-~eh±e:!:e-or 
eomb±na~±on-of-~eh±e:!:e~-opera~±M9 along a route of 
travel approved by the department or appropriate local 
authority shall comply with subsection 4, paragraph 

19 "a"." 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

5. Page 10, by inserting after line 21 the 
following: 

"Sec. NEW SECTION. 321.467 RETRACTABLE 
AXLES. 

A vehicle which is a model year 1999 or later 
vehicle shall not operate on a highway of this state 
with a retractable axle unless the weight on the 
retractable axle can only be adjusted by means of a 
manual device located on the vehicle that is not 
accessible to the operator of the vehicle during 
operation of the vehicle. However, the controls for 
raising and lowering the retractable axle may be 
accessible to the operator of the vehicle while the 
vehicle is in operation." 

6. By renumbering as necessary. 
RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 

H-1648 FILED APRIL 9, 1997 / / 
-~ ~d 4//6;1'?7- /~- /$6) 
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SENATE/HOUSE .FILE ---
BY (PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION BILL) 

Passed Senate, Date ----- Passed House, Date ------
Vote: Ayes __ _ Nays __ _ Vote: Ayes --- Nays ____ _ 

Approved ------------------------

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to regulation of trucks and certain other large 

2 motor vehicles. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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S.F. H.F. ----

1 Section 1. Section 321.1, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsections: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 15A. "Crane" means a machine for raising, 

4 shifting, and lowering heavy weights by means of a projecting 

5 swinging arm. 

6 NEW SUBSECTION. 63A. "Retractable axle" means an axle 

7 designed with the capability of manipulation or adjustment of 

8 the weight on the axle by use of a manual device located on 

9 the vehicle that is not accessible to the operator of the 

10 vehicle during operation. A vehicle or combination of 

11 vehicles operating with a retractable axle on a highway in 

12 this state shall comply with this paragraph on or after July 

13 1, 1999. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 321.440, subsection 7, Code 1997, is 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 7. Been regrooved or recut below the original tread design 

17 depth, excepting special tires which have extra under tread 

18 rubber and are identified as such, or if a pneumatic tire was 

19 originally designed without grooves or tread7 -tne-saiety 

20 standa~ds-tne~eio~-sna~~-be-estab~±sned-by-tne-d±~eeto~. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 321.440, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

22 the following new unnumbered paragraph after subsection 7: 

23 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A vehicle equipped with either 

24 solid rupber or pneumatic tires shall not be operated where 

25 the weight per inch of tire is greater than five hundred 

26 seventy-five pounds per inch based on the tire width rating, 

27 except on a steering axle, in which case six hundred pounds 

28 per square inch is permitted based on the tire width rating. 

29 Sec. 4. Section 321.456, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 321.456 HEIGHT OF VEHICLES -- PERMITS -- EXEMPTION. 

32 A vehicle unladen or with load shall not exceed a height of 

33 thirteen feet, six inches, except by permit as provided in 

34 this section. However, a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

35 coupled together used exclusively for the transportation of 
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1 passenger vehicles, light delivery trucks, panel delivery 

2 trucks, pickup trucks, or recreational vehicle chassis may 

3 operate without a permit provided that the height of the 

4 vehicle or vehicles coupled together does not exceed fourteen 

5 feet. This section shall not be construed to require any 
6 railroad or public authorities to provide sufficient vertical 

7 clearance to permit the operation of such vehicle upon the 
8 highways of this state. Any damage to highways, highway or 

9 railroad structures or underpasses caused by the height of any 

10 vehicle provided for by this section shall be borne by the 

11 operator or owner ·of the vehicle. Vehicles unladen or with 

12 load exceeding a height of thirteen feet, six inches but not 

13 exceeding fourteen feet may be operated with a permit issued 

14 by the department or jurisdictional local authorities. The 

15 permits shall be issued annually for a fee of twenty-five 

16 dollars and subject to rules adopted by the department. The 

state or a political subdivision shall not be liable for 

damage to any vehicle or its cargo if changes in vertical 

19 clearance of a structure are made subsequent to the issuance 

20 of a permit during the term of the permit. 

21 Sec. s. Section 321.463, Code 1997, is amended to read as 
22 follows: 

23 321.463 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT -- EXCEPTIONS -- PENALTIES. 
24 1. An axle may be divided into two or more parts, except 

25 that all parts in the same vertical transverse plane shall be 
26 considered as one axle. 

27 2. The gross weight on any one axle of a vehicle, or of a 

28 combination of vehicles, operated on the highways of this 

29 state, shall not exceed twenty thousand pounds on an axle 

30 equipped with pneumatic tires, and shall not exceed fourteen 

31 thousand pounds on an axle equipped with solid rubber tires. 

32 The gross weight on any tandem axle of a vehicle, or any 

33 combination of vehicles, shall not exceed thirty-four thousand 
pounds on an axle equipped with pneumatic tires. 

3. Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter to the 
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1 contrary, indivisible loads operating under the permit 

2 requirements of sections 321E.7, 321E.8, and 321E.9 shall be 

3 allowed a maximum of twenty thousand pounds per axle. 

4 A-gro~p-o£-ewo-or-more-eoftseette±ve-axles-o£-aHy-vehiele-or 

5 eombiHae±oH-o£-vehieles,-shall-Hoe-earry-a-load-±H-pottHds-±H 
6 exeess-o£-the-o~erall-gross-we±ghe-determ±Hed-by-applieaeioH 

7 o£-tne-£ollowiHg-£ormttla~-W-eqttals-5SS-tbNfN-l-+-!zN-+-36t•--W 

8 eqttals-the-o~erall-gross-weight-oft-afty-gro~p-o£-ewo-or-more 

9 eoftseettti~e-axles-to-the-ftearese-£i~e-httHdred-pottftds,-b-eqttals 

10 the-distaftee-iH-reee7 -rottftded-to-the-ftearest-whole-£ooe, 

11 beeweeH-the-extreme-o£-aHy-gro~p-o£-two-or-more-eoftseettti~e 
12 axles,-aftd-N-eqttals-tne-Httmber-o£-axles-ift-the-grottp-ttftder 

13 eoftsideratioH.--~he-rollowiHg-are-exeeptioHs-to-applieatioH-or 
14 tne-£ormttla~ 

15 l·--~wo-eoHseettti~e-sets-o£-taftdem-axles-may-earry-a-gross 

16 load-o£-enirey-£ottr-tho~saHd-pottftds-eaeh-pro~idiHg-the-o~erall 

17 diseaHee-beeweeH-the-£irst-aftd-lase-axles-o£-the-eoHseettti~e 

18 sees-o£-eaHdem-axles-is-thirty-six-£eet-or-more• 

19 z.--9H-hignways-HOt-pare-or-tne-iftterstate-system,-a 

20 ~eniele-or-eombiHatioft-o£-~enieles-ha~iHg~ 

21 a.--Fottr-axles-where-the-exereme-axles-are-eighteeH-reet 

22 apare-may-earry-a-gross-load-o£-£i£ty-three-tho~saftd-pottHds. 

23 b.--Fi~e-axles-where-the-extreme-axles-are-tnirty-two-£eet 

24 apart-may-earry-a-gross-load-o£-s±xty-se~eft-thottsaftd-£ive 

25 httHdred-pottftdS• 

26 e.--six-or-more-axles-where-the-exereme-axles-ar~-£orty-oHe 

27 £eet-apart-may-earry-a-gross-load-o£-se~eftty-eight-thottsaftd 

28 po~ftds. 

29 For-e~ery-£oot-o£-distaHee-betweeH-extreme-axles-less-thaH-the 

30 abo~e-axle-spaeiftgs7-tne-o~erall-gross-weight-or-the-~ehiele 

31 or-eombiHatioH-o£-~ehieles-shall-be-determifted-by-dedttetiftg 

32 oHe-thottsaHd-pottHds-£rom-the-gross-loads-speei£ied-ift 

33 paragraphs-uau,_ubu-aftd-ueu•--All-measttremeftts-beeweeft-extreme 

34 a~les-sha±±-be-ro~Hded-to-the-ftearest-whole-£o~t· 

35 Phe-ma~±mttm-gross-weight-shall-Hot-e~eeed-eighty-thottsaftd 
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1 pettn~s. 

2 4. a. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

3 vehicle or combination of vehicles on highways which are 12art 

4 of the interstate system is as follows: 

5 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

6 INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

7 Distance* 

8 in feet 2 Axles 3 Axles 4 Axles 5 Axles 6 Axles 7 Axles 

9 4 34,000 

10 5 34,000 

11 6 34,000 

12 7 34,000 34,000 

13 8 34,000 34,000 

14 8'1" .38,000 42,000 

15 9 39,000 42,500 

16 10 40,000 43,500 48,500 

11 44,000 49,500 

12 45,000 50,000 

19 13 45,500 50,500 56,000 

20 14 46,500 51,500 57,000 

21 15 47,000 52,000 57,500 

22 16 48,000 52,500 58,000 

23 17 48,500 53,500 58,500 64,000 

24 18 49,500 54,000 59,000 65,000 

25 19 50,000 54,500 60,000 65,500 

26 20 51,000 55,500 60,500 66,000 71,500 

27 21 51,500 56,000 61,000 66,500 72,500 

28 22 52,500 56,500 61,500 67,000 73,000 

29 23 53,000 57,500 62,500 68,000 73,500 

30 24 54,000 58,000 63,000 68,500 74,000 

31 25 54,500 58,500 63,500 69,000 74,500 

32 26 55,500 59,500 64,000 69,500 75,000 

33 27 56,000 60,000 65,000 70,000 76,000 

28 57,000 60,500 65,500 71,000 76,500 

29 57,500 61,500 66,000 71,500 77,000 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

S.F. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

·so 
51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

---- H.F. 

58,500 

59,000 

60,000 

62,000 66,500 72,000 77,500 

62,500 67,500 72,500 78,000 

63,500 68,000 73,000 78,500 

64,000 68,500 74,000 79,500 

64,500 69,500 74,500 80,000 

65,500 70,000 75,000 

68,000 70,500 75,500 

68,000 71,000 76,000 

68,000 72,000 77,000 

68,000 72,500 77,500 

68,500 73,000 78,000 

69,500 73,500 78,500 

70,000 74,000 79,000 

70,500 75,000 80,000 

71,500 75,500 

72,000 76,000 

72,500 76,500 

73,500 77,500 

74,000 78,000 

74,500 78,500 

75,500 79,000 

76,000 80,000 

76,500 

77,500 

78,000 

78,500 

79,500 

80,000 

29 *Measured between the centers of the extreme axles of any 

30 group of axles and rounded to the nearest whole foot. The 

31 above maximum gross weight table was calculated in accordance 

32 with the following formula: W equals 500 (LN/N-1 + 12N + 36). 

33 W equals the overall gross weight on any group of two or more 

34 consecutive axles to the nearest five hundred pounds, L equals 

35 the distance in feet, rounded to the nearest whole foot, 
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1 between the extreme of any group of two or more consecutive 

2 axles, and N equals the number of axles in the group under 

3 consideration. 

4 b. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

5 vehicle or combination of vehicles on noninterstate highways 

6 is as follows: 

7 

8 

9 Distance 

10 in feet 2 Axles 

11 ~4 ____ ~3~4~,~0~0~0 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

5 34,000 

6 34,000 

7 34,000 

8 34,000 

8'1" 38,000 

9 39,000 

10 40,000 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

NONINTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

3 Axles 4 Axles 5 Axles 

34,000 

34,000 

42,000 

42,500 

43,500 45,000 

44,000 46,000 

45,000 47,000 

45,500 '48,000 48,500 

46,500 49,000 49,500 

47,000 50,000 50,500 

48,000 51,000 51,500 

48,500 52,000 52,500 

49,500 53,000 53,500 

50,000 54,500 54,500 

51,000 55,500 55,500 

51,500 56,000 56,500 

52,500 56,500 57,500 

53,000 57,500 58,500 

54,000 58,000 59,500 

54,500 58,500 60,500 

55,500 59,500 61,500 

56,000 60,000 62,500 
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6 Axles 7 Axles 

54,000 

55,GGO 

56,000 

57,000 

58,000 

59,000 

60,000 

61,000 

62,000 

63,000 

64,000 
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1 28 57,000 60,500 63,500 65,000 

2 29 57,500 61,500 64,500 66,000 

3 30 58,500 62,000 65,500 67,000 

4 31 59,000 62,500 66,500 68,000 

5 32 60,000 63,500 67,500 69,000 

6 33 64,000 68,500 70,000 

7 34 64,500 69,500 71,000 

8 35 65,500 70,000 72,000 

9 36 68,000 70,500 73,000 

10 37 68,000 71,000 74,000 

11 38 68,000 72,000 75,000 

12 39 68,000 72,500 76,000 

13 40 68,500 73,000 77,000 

14 41 69,500 73,500 78,000 78,000 

15 42 70,000 74,000 79,000 79,000 

16 43 70,500 75,000 80,000 80,000 

17 44 71,500 75,500 80,500 80,500 

18 45 72,000 76,000 81,000 81,500 

19 46 72,500 76,500 81,500 82,500 

20 47 73,500 77,500 82,000 83,500 

21 48 74,000 78,000 83,000 84,000 

22 49 74,500 78,500 83,500 85,000 

23 50 75,500 79,000 84,000 86,000 

24 51 76,000 80,000 84,500 87,000 

25 52 76,500 85,000 88,000 

26 53 77,500 86,00-0- 88,500 

27 54 78,000 86,500 89,500 

28 55 78,500 87,000 90,500 

29 56 79,500 87,500 91,500 

30 57 80,000 88,000 92,000 

31 58 93,000 

32 59 94,000 

33 60 95,000 

34 61 95,500 

35 62 96,000 
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1 5. The weight on any one axle, including a tandem axle, of 

2 a vehicle which is transporting livestock on highways not part 

3 of the interstate system may exceed the legal maximum weight 

4 given in this chapter providing that the gross weight on any 

5 particular group of axles on such vehicle does not exceed the 
6 gross weight allowable under this chapter for such groups of 

7 axles. 
8 6. In addition, the weight on any one axle, including a 

9 tandem axle, of a vehicle which is transporting raw materials 

10 from a designated borrow site to a construction project or 

11 transporting raw materials from a construction project, may 
12 exceed the legal maximum weight otherwise allowed under this 

13 chapter by ten percent if the gross weight on any particular 

14 group of axles on the vehicle does not exceed the gross weight 

15 allowed under this chapter for that group of axles. However, 

16 if the vehicle exceeds the ten percent tolerance allowed for 

any one axle or tandem axle under this paragraph the fine to 

be assessed for the axle or tandem axle shall be computed on 

19 the difference between the actual weight and the ten percent 
20 tolerance weight allowed for the axle or tandem axle under 

21 this paragraph. This paragraph applies only to vehicles 
22 operating along a route of travel approved by the department. 

23 7. A vehicle or combination of vehicles transporting 

24 materials to or from a construction project or commercial 

25 plant site shall comply with the formula under this section 

26 which is used for travel on highways that are part-of the 

27 interstate system. This paragraph applies only to a vehicle 

28 or combination of vehicles operating along a route of travel 

29 approved by the department or appropriate local authority. 
30 8. A vehicle designed to tow wrecked or disabled vehicles 

31 shall be exempt from the weight limitations in this section 

32 while the vehicle is towing a wrecked or disabled vehicle. 

33 9. a. A person who operates a vehicle in violation of the 
revisions of this section, and an owner, or any other person, 

employing or otherwise directing the operator of a vehicle, 
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1 who requires or knowingly permits the operation of a vehicle 

2 in violation of the provisions of this section shall be fined 

3 according to the following schedule: 
4 AXLE, TANDEM AXLE, 

5 AND GROUP OF AXLES 

6 WEIGHT VIOLATIONS 

7 Pounds Overloaded 

8 Up to and including 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
18 

19 

20 

1,000 pounds 

Over 1,000 pounds to and 

including 2~000 pounds 

Over 2,000 pounds to and 

including 3,000 pounds 

Over 3,000 pounds to and 

including 4,000 pounds 

Over 4,000 pounds to and 

including 5,000 pounds 

Over 5,000 pounds to and 

including 6,000 pounds 

Over 6,000 pounds 

Amount of Fine 

$10 plus one-half cent 

per pound 
$15 plus one-half cent 

per pound 
$80 plus three cents 

per pound 

$100 plus four cents 

per pound 

$150 plus five cents 

per pound 

$200 plus seven cents 

per pound 

$200 plus ten cents 

21 per pound 

22 b. Fines for gross weight violations for vehicles or 

23 combinations of vehicles shall be assessed at one-half of the 

24 fine rate schedule for axle, tandem axle, and groups of axles 

25 weight violations. 
26 c. Except as otherwise provided, the amount of ~he fine to 

27 be assessed shall be computed on the difference between the 
28 actual weight and the maximum legal weight specified in this 

29 section by applying the appropriate rate in the preceding 

30 schedule for the total amount of overload. 

31 d. The schedule of fines may be assessed in addition to 

32 any other penalties provided for in this chapter. 

33 10. Overloads on axles and tandem axles and overloads on 

34 groups of axles or on an entire vehicle or combination of 

35 vehicles shall be considered as separate violations of the 
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1 provisions of this section. 

2 11. A person who issues or executes, or causes to be 

3 issued or executed, a bill of lading, manifest, or shipping 

4 document of any kind which states a false weight of the cargo 

5 set forth on such bill, manifest, or document, which is less 

6 than the actual weight of the cargo, shall, upon conviction, 

7 be guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 
8 Sec. 6. Section 321E.7, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

9 amended to read as follows: 
10 1. The gross weight on any axle of any vehicle or 

11 combination of vehicles traveling under a permit issued in 

12 accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall not 

13 exceed the maximum axle load prescribed in section 321.463; 

14 except that, cranes being temporarily moved on streets, roads, 

15 or highways may have a gross weight of twenty-four thousand 

16 pounds on any single axle; and construction machinery being 

emporarily moved on streets, roads, or highways may have a 

gross weight of thirty-six thousand pounds on any single axle 

19 equipped with a minimum size twenty-six point five-inch by 

20 twenty-five-inch flotation pneumatic tires and a maximum gross 

21 weight of twenty thousand pounds on any single axle equipped 
22 with minimum size eighteen-inch by twenty-five-inch flotation 

23 pneumatic tires, with the department authorized to adopt rules 
24 to permit the use of tire sizes and weights within the minimum 

25 and maximum specifications provided in this section; provided 
26 that the total gross weight of the vehicle or a comb~nation of 

27 vehicles does not exceed a maximum of one hundred twenty-six 

28 thousand pounds; and except that a manufacturer of machinery 

29 or equipment manufactured or assembled in Iowa may be granted 

30 a permit for the movement of such machinery or equipment 

31 mounted on pneumatic tires with axle loads exceeding the 

32 maximum axle load prescribed in section 321.463 for distances 

33 not to exceed twenty-five miles at a speed not greater than 

wenty miles per hour. The movement of such machinery or 

ipment shall be over a specified route between the place of 
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1 assembly or manufacture and a storage area, shipping point, 
2 proving ground, experimental area, weighing station, or 

3 another manufacturing plant. 

4 Sec. 7. Section 321E.8, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

5 amended to read as follows: 

6 1. Vehicles with indivisible loads having an overall width 

7 not to exceed twelve feet five inches or mobile homes 

8 including appurtenances not to exceed twelve feet five inches 

9 and ~n overall length not to exceed seven~y-£ive one hundred 
10 feet zero inches may be moved on highways specified by the 

11 permitting authority for unlimited distances. The vehicle and 
12 load shall not exceed the height of ~fiir~een-£ee~-~en fourteen 

13 feet zero inches and-~fie-~e~a!-gress-weigfi~-as-~reseribed-in 

14 see~ien-3%%.463. The gross weight on any one axle shall not 

15 exceed the maximum prescribed in section 321.463, and the 
16 total gross weight shall not exceed one hundred thirty-six 

17 thousand pounds. The vehicle owner or operator shall verify 

18 with the permitting authority prior to movement of the load 

19 that highway conditions have not changed so as to prohibit 

20 movement of the vehicle. Any cost to repair damage to 

21 highways or highway structures shall be borne by the owner or 

22 operator of the vehicle causing the damage. Permitted 

23 vehicles exceeding a gross weight of eighty thousand pounds 

24 shall not be permitted on any portion of the interstate 

25 highway system. 

26 Sec. 8. Section 321E.9, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

27 the following new subsection: 

28 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Cranes, exceeding the maximum gross 

29 weight on any axle as prescribed in section 321.463, but not 

30 exceeding twenty-four thousand pounds, may be moved in 

31 accordance with rules adopted pursuant to chapter 17A. 

32 Sec. 9. Section 321E.9A, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 321E.9A MULTI-TRIP PERMITS. 

35 Subject to the discretion and judgment provided for in 
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1 section 321E.l, a multi-trip permit shall be issued for 
2 operation of vehicles, in accordance with the following: 

3 1. Vehicles with indivisible loads having an overall 

4 length not to exceed one hundred twenty feet, an overall width 

5 not to exceed eie~eft sixteen feet, and Bft-o~e~eii of any 
6 height ftoe-eo-e~eeed-~ott~eeeft-~eee,-£ott~-±ftenes, may be moved 

7 on highways specified by the permitting authority, provided 

8 the gross weight on any one axle shall not exceed the maximum 

9 prescribed in section 321.463 and the total gross weight is 

10 not greater than one hundred fifty-six thousand pounds. 

11 ~.--ven±eies-o~~eomb±ftee±ofts-o~-~en±eies-eofts±se±ft9-o~ 

12 eoftse~ttee±oft-meen±fte~y-ftoe-e~eeed±ft9-ehe-ne±9he,-ieft9th,-and 

13 w±den-i±m±eat±ofts-o~-en±s-seet±on-be±n9-tempo~a~±iy-mo~ed-on 

14 h±9hways-w±tn-a-ma~±mttm-totai-9~oss-we±9ht-i±m±tat±oft-end-e 

15 s±n9ie-a~ie-we±9he-i±m±tet±on-±n-eeeo~denee-w±th-seee±on 
16 3~iB•7-may-be-mo~ed. 

3• 2. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 
17A governing the issuance of permits under this section. 

19 Sec. 10. Section 321E.l4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

20 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

21 The department or local authorities issuing permits shall 

22 charge a fee of twenty-~±~e five hundred dollars for an annual 

23 permit issued under section 321E.8, subsection 1, where the 
24 total gross weight is at least eighty thousand pounds but not 

25 more than one hundred thirty-six thousand pounds, and twenty-
26 five dollars for all other annual permits, a fee of-one two 

27 hundred dollars for a multi-trip permit, and a fee of ten 

28 dollars for a single-trip permit, and shall determine charges 

29 for special permits issued pursuant to section 321E.29 by 
30 rules adopted pursuant to chapter 17A. Fees for the movement 

31 of buildings, parts of buildings, or unusual vehicles or loads 

32 may be increased to cover the costs of inspections by the 

33 issuing authority. A fee not to exceed two hundred fifty 

dollars per day or a prorated fraction of that fee per person 

and car for escort service may be charged when requested or 
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1 when required under this chapter. Proration of escort fees 
2 between state and local authorities when more than one 

3 governmental authority provides or is required to provide 

4 escort for a movement during the period of a day shall be 

5 determined by rule under section 32lE.l5. The department and 
6 local authorities may charge a permit applicant for the cost 

7 of trimming trees and removal and replacement of natural 
8 obstructions or official signs and signals or other public or 

9 private property required to be removed during the movement of 

10 a vehicle and load. In addition to the fees provided in this 

11 section, the annual fee for a permit for special mobile 
12 equipment, as defined in section 321.1, subsection 75, 

13 operated pursuant to section 321E.7, subsection 2, with a 
14 combined gross weight up to and including eighty thousand 

15 pounds shall be twenty-five dollars and for a combined gross 
16 weight exceeding eighty thousand pounds, fifty dollars. 

17 Sec. 11. EFFECTIVE DATES. The maximum gross vehicle 

18 weight provisions in section 321.463, subsection 4, paragraph 

19 "a", take effect for vehicles operating on the primary road 
20 system on July 1, 1997, and take effect for vehicles operating 

21 on the urban and secondary road system on December 31, 1998. 
22 However, prior to December 31, 1998, routes of travel on the 

23 urban and secondary system by vehicles weighing ninety-six 
24 thousand pounds may be approved by local authorities. 

25 EXPLANATION 

26 This bill does the following: 

27 1. Code section 321.1 is amended to define a crane as a 
28 machine for raising, shifting, and lowering heavy weights by 

29 means of a projecting swinging arm. 
30 2. Code section 321.440, regarding restrictions as to tire 

31 equipment, is amended to eliminate the requirement that the 
32 director of transportation adopt safety standards regarding 

33 pneumatic tires designed originally without grooves or tread. 

34 Code section 321.440 is also amended to prohibit vehicles from 

35 operating with tire weights per inch of tire that are greater 
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1 than 575 pounds per inch on a nonsteering axle and 600 pounds 

2 per inch on a steering axle based on the tire width rating. 

3 3. Code section 321.456, regarding height of vehicles, is 

4 amended to provide that vehicles used solely for the hauling 

5 of automobiles, light trucks, and recreational vehicle chassis 

6 are exempt from the need to get a permit if the load vehicle 

7 is 14 feet tall or under. 

8 Code section 321.463 is amended to state the maximum 

9 allowable vehicle weights for interstate and noninterstate 

10 highways in chart form. The maximum weight is also increased 

11 to 96,000 pounds for vehicles on the interstate system. 
12 4. Code section 321E.7, regarding load limits per axle of 

13 excessive size and weight vehicles, is amended to provide that 

14 cranes may temporarily be moved on streets, roads, or highways 

15 with gross weights per axle of up to 24,000 pounds. 

16 5. Code section 321E.8, regarding annual permits, is 

amended to provide that vehicles with loads not more than 12 

feet five inches in width and not greater than 100 feet in 

19 length may be moved on highways specified by the permitting 

20 authority, provided that the vehicle owner or operator 

21 verifies to the permitting authority before moving the load 

22 that road conditions have not changed so as to prohibit the 

23 load from being moved. The vehicle owner or operator is also 

24 liable for damages done to highways or highway structures from 

25 the load. Section 321E.8 is also amended to prohibit these 

26 vehicles from traveling on the interstate highway system if 

27 the vehicle exceeds 80,000 pounds gross weight. 
28 6. Code section 321E.9 is amended to provide that cranes 

29 exceeding the maximum gross axle weight allowed in section 
30 321.463 but not exceeding 24,000 pounds in axle weight may be 

31 moved under a single-trip permit in accordance with rules 

32 adopted by the department. 

33 7. Code section 321E.9A is amended to provide that 

vehicles not more than 120 feet in length and 16 feet in width 

may be moved on highways designated by the permitting 
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1 authority under a multi-trip permit provided that the total 

2 vehicle gross weight is not more than 156,000 pounds. 

3 Subsection 2 of that Code section is stricken. Current size 
4 limitations are 11 feet in width, 120 feet in length, and 14 

5 feet four inches in height, and the weight. limitation is 

6 determined under section 321E.7. 

7 8. Code section 321E.14 is amended to increase the annual 

8 permit fee for vehicles with gross weights between 80,000 and 

9 136,000 pounds from $25 to $500. The fee for all other annual 

10 permits remains at $25. The fee for a multi-trip permit is 

11 increased from $100 to $200. 
12 The increase, to 96,000 pounds, in maximum gross weight for 

13 vehicles on the primary road system takes effect July 1, 1997, 

14 and takes effect for the urban and secondary road system on 

15 December 31, 1998. Prior to that date, local authorities may 

16 approve routes of travel for 96,000-pound vehicles on urban 

17 and secondary roads. 
18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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HOUSE FILE 416 

AN ACT 
RELATING TO REGULATION OF TRUCKS AND CERTAIN OTHER LARGE MOTOR 

VEHICLES, INCLUDING MAXIMUM VEHICLE WEIGHTS, DEFINING TERMS, 

PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES, AND MAKING PENALTIES APPLICABLE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 321.1, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

the following new subsections: 
NEW SUBSECTION. 15A. "Crane" means a machine for raising, 

shifting, and lowering heavy weights by means of a projecting 
swinging arm. 

NEW SUBSECTION. 63A. "Retractable axle" means an axle 

designed with the capability of manipulation or adjustment of 
the weight on the axle. 

Sec. 2. Section 321.440, subsection 7, Code 1997, is 

amended to read as follows: 

7. Been regrooved or recut below the original tread design 
depth, excepting special tires which have extra under tread 

rubber and are identified as such, or if a pneumatic tire was 

originally designed without grooves or tread,-the-sa~ety 
staftoards-there~or-shaii-be-estabiished-by-the-direetor. 

Sec. 3. Section 321.440, Code 1997, is amended by adding 

the following new unnumbered paragraph after subsection 7: 
NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A vehicle, except an implement 

of husbandry, equipped with either solid rubber or pneumatic 

tires shall not be operated where the weight per inch of tire 

width is greater than five hundred seventy-five pounds per 
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inch of tire width based on the tire width rating, except on a 

steering axle, in which case six hundred pounds per inch of 

tire width is permitted based on the tire width rating. 

Sec. 4. Section 321.456, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

follows: 

321.456 HEIGHT OF VEHICLES -- PERMITS -- EXEMPTION. 

A vehicle unladen or with load shall not exceed a height of 

thirteen feet, six inches, except by permit as provided in 

this section. However, a vehicle or combination of vehicles 

coupled together used exclusively for the transportation of 

passenger vehicles, light delivery trucks, panel delivery 

trucks, pickup trucks, or recreational vehicle chassis may 

operate without a permit provided that the height of the 

vehicle or vehicles coupled together does not exceed fourteen 
feet. This section shall not be construed to require any 
railroad or public authorities to provide sufficient vertical 

clearance to permit the operation of such vehicle upon the 

highways of this state. Any damage to highways, highway or 

railroad structures or underpasses caused by the height of any 
vehicle provided for by this section shall be borne by the 

operator or owner of the vehicle. Vehicles unladen or with 

load exceeding a height of thirteen feet, six inches but not 

exceeding fourteen feet may be operated with a permit issued 
by the department or jurisdictional local authorities. The 

permits shall be issued annually for a fee of twenty-five 

dollars and subject to rules adopted by the department. The 

state or a political subdivision shall not be liable for 

damage to any vehicle or its cargo if changes in vertical 
clearance of a structure are made subsequent to the issuance 

of a permit during the term of the permit. 

Sec. 5. Section 321.463, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

follows: 
321.463 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT -- EXCEPTIONS -- PENALTIES. 

~ An axle may be divided into two or more parts, except 

that all parts in the same vertical transverse plane shall be 

considered as one axle. 

:r ., 
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2. The gross weight on any one axle of a vehicle, or of a 

combination of vehicles, operated on the highways of this 

state, shall not exceed twenty thousand pounds on an axle 
equipped with pneumatic tires, and shall not exceed fourteen 

thousand pounds on an axle equipped with solid rubber tires. 

The gross weight on any tandem axle of a vehicle, or any 

combination of vehicles, shall not exceed thirty-four thousand 

pounds on an axle equipped with pneumatic tires. This 

subsection does not apply to implements of husbandry. 

~ Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter to the 

contrary, indivisible loads operating under the permit 

requirements of sections 321E.7, 321E.8, and 321E.9 shall be 

allowed a maximum of twenty thousand pounds per axle. 

A-9~6tt~-ef-two-e~-mo~e-eo"~eetttive-ax±e~-ef-a"y-vefiie±e-e~ 

eombi"atio"-of-vefiie±e~7-sfia±±-"ot-ea~~y-a-±oad-i"-~ott"ds-i" 

exeess-of-tfie-ove~a±±-g~oss-wei9fit-dete~mi"ed-by-a~~±ieatio" 

of-tfie-fo±±owin9-fo~mtt±a~-W-eqtta±s-566-tbNfN-±-+-±~N-+-36t~--w 

eqtta±s-tfie-ove~a±±-g~os~-wei9fit-e"-a"y-g~ott~-ef-two-o~-mo~e 

eenseetttive-ax±e~-to-tfie-nea~e~t-f±ve-fitt"d~ed-~ottnd~,-b-eqtta±s 

tfie-di~tanee-in-feet,-~ottnded-te-tfie-nea~e~t-wfio±e-foet, 

between-tfie-ext~eme-of-any-g~ett~-of-two-o~-mo~e-eon~eetttive 

axie~,-and-N-eqtta±~-tfie-"ttmbe~-of-ax±e~-i"-tfie-9~0tt~-tt"de~ 

een~ide~atio"~--~fie-£o±±ewi"9-a~e-exee~tien~-te-a~~±ieation-e£ 

tfie-fo~mtt±a~ 

±~--~we-eo"~eettt±ve-~et~-o£-tandem-ax±es-may-ea~~y-a-g~es~ 

±ead-of-tfii~ty-fottr-tfiott~and-~ettnds-eaefi-~rov±d±n9-tfie-evera±i 

d±stanee-between-tfie-£±rst-and-±a~t-ax±e~-e£-tfie-eenseettt±ve 

set~-e£-tandem-ax±es-±~-tfi±rty-~±x-£eet-er-more~ 

%~--en-fiigfiway~-net-~art-ef-tfie-±nter~tate-system,-a 

vefi±e±e-er-eemb±"at±on-of-vefi±e±es-fiav±ng~ 

a~--Fott~-ax±e~-wfie~e-tfie-ext~eme-ax±e~-are-e±gfitee"-feet 

a~art-may-earry-a-9re~~-±oad-ef-f±fty-tfi~ee-tfiettsand-~ettnd~~ 

b~--F±ve-axies-wfiere-tfie-ext~eme-ax±e~-are-tfi±rty-twe-£eet 

a~art-may-earry-a-gress-iead-of-sixty-~even-tfiottsand-five 

fittndred-~ottnds~ 

~ .. 
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e~--s±x-er-me~e-ax±e~-wfiere-tfie-ext~eme-ax±e~-are-£e~ty-ene 

£eet-a~art-may-ear~y-a-g~e~s-iead-of-~eventy-eigfit-tfiott~and 

pettnd~~--Pe~-eve~y-feet-e£-di~tanee-betwee"-ext~eme-axie~-iess. 

tfian-tfie-abeve-ax±e-~~aei"g~,-tfie-eve~a±±-9~0~~-we±gfit-ef-tfie 

vefiie±e-e~-eombinatien-ef-vefi±e±e~-~fia±±-be-dete~m±ned-by 

dedttet±ng-ene-tfiott~and-pettnd~-f~om-tfie-g~e~~-±ead~-~pee±f±ed 

±n-~a~agra~fi~-uau,_ueu-and-ueu~--A±±-mea~tt~eme"ts-between 

ext~eme-ax±e~-~fia±±-be-~ottnded-to-tfie-nea~e~t-wfie±e-feet~ 

~fie-maximttm-g~e~s-weigfit-sfia±±-net-exeeed-eigfity-tfiettsand 

~ettnds~ 

4. a. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

vehicle or combination of vehicles on highways which are part 

of the interstate system is as follows: 

MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

Distance 

in feet 2 Axles 3 Axles 4 Axles 5 Axles 6 Axles 7 Axles 

4 34,000 

5 34,000 

6 34,000 

7 34,000 34,000 

8 34,000 34,000 

8'1 11 38,000 42,000 

9 39,000 42,500 

10 40,000 43,500 48,500 

11 44,000 49,500 

12 45,000 50,000 

13 45,500 50,500 56,000 

14 46,500 51.500 57,000 

15 47,000 52,000 57,500 

16 48,000 52,500 58,000 

17 48,500 53,500 58,500 64,000 

18 49,500 54,000 59,000 65,000 

19 50,000 54,500 60,000 65,500 

20 51,000 55,500 60,500 66,000 71' 500 
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21 51,500 56,000 61,000 66,500 72' 500 56 79,500 

22 52,500 56,500 61,500 67,000 73,000 57 80,000 

23 53,000 57,500 62,500 68,000 73,500 b. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

24 54,000 58,000 63,000 68,500 74,000 vehicle or combination of vehicles on noninterstate highways 

25 54,500 58,500 63,500 69,000 74,500 is as follows: 

26 55,500 59,500 64,000 69,500 75,000 NONINTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

27 56,000 60,000 65,000 70,000 76,000 MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

28 57,000 60,500 65,500 71,000 76,500 Distance 

29 57,500 61,500 66,000 71,500 77,000 in feet 2 Axles 3 Axles 4 Axles 5 Axles 6 Axles 7 Axles 

30 58,500 62,000 66,500 72' 000 77,500 4 34,000 

31 59,000 62,500 67,500 72' 500 78,000 5 34,000 

32 60,000 63,500 68,000 73,000 78,500 6 34,000 

33 64,000 68,500 74,000 79,500 7 34,000 34,000 

34 64,500 69,500 74,500 80,000 8 34,000 34,000 

35 65,500 70,000 75,000 8'1 11 38,000 42,000 

36 68,000 70,500 75,500 9 39,000 42,500 

37 68,000 7l '000 76,000 10 40,000 43,500 45,000 

38 68,000 72,000 77' 000 11 44,000 46,000 

39 68,000 72,500 77,500 12 45,000 47,000 

40 68,500 73,000 78,000 13 45,500 48,000 48,500 

41 69,500 73,500 78,500 14 46,500 49,000 49,500 

42 70,000 74,000 79,000 15 47,000 50,000 50,500 

43 70,500 75,000 80,000 16 48,000 51,000 51,500 

44 71,500 75,500 17 48,500 52,000 52,500 54,000 

45 72,000 76,000 18 49,500 53,000 53,500 55,000 

46 72,500 76,500 19 50,000 54,500 54,500 56,000 

47 73,500 77,500 20 51,000 55,500 55,500 57,000 

48 74,000 78,000 21 51,500 56,000 56,500 58,000 

49 74,500 78,500 22 52,500 56,500 57,500 59,000 

50 75,500 79,000 23 53,000 57,500 58,500 60,000 

51 76,000 80,000 24 54,000 58,000 59,500 61,000 

52 76,500 25 54,500 58,500 60,500 62,000 J: ., 
53 77,500 26 55,500 59,500 61,500 63,000 ~ 

54 78,000 27 56,000 60,000 62,500 64,000 
..... 
en 

55 78,500 28 57,000 60,500 63,500 65,000 
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29 57,500 61,500 64,500 66,000 

30 58,500 62,000 65,500 67,000 

31 59,000 62,500 66,500 68,000 

32 60,000 63,500 67,500 69,000 

33 64,000 68,500 70,000 

34 64,500 69,500 71,000 

35 65,500 70,000 72,000 

36 68,000 70,500 73,000 

37 68,000 71,000 74,000 

38 68,000 72,000 75,000 

39 68,000 72' 500 76,000 

40 68,500 73,000 77,000 

41 69,500 73,500 78,000 78,000 

42 70,000 74,000 79,000 79,000 

43 70,500 75,000 80,000 80,000 

44 71,500 75,500 

45 72,000 76,000 

46 72' 500 76,500 

47 73,500 77,500 

48 74,000 78,000 

49 74,500 78,500 

50 75,500 79,000 

51 76,000 80,000 

52 76,500 

53 77,500 

54 78,000 

55 78,500 

56 79,500 

57 80,000 

c. The maximum gross weight allowed to be carried on a 

livestock or construction vehicle on noninterstate highways is 

as follows: 

'"'""-t"-• 

NONINTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

MAXIMUM GROSS WEIGHT TABLE 

LIVESTOCK OR CONSTRUCTION VEHICLE 
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Distance 

in feet 6 Axles 7 Axles 

44 80,500 80,500 

45 81,000 81,500 

46 81,500 82,500 

47 82,000 83,500 

48 83,000 84,000 

49 83,500 85,000 

50 84,000 86,000 

51 84,500 87,000 

52 85,000 88,000 

53 86,000 88,500 

54 86,500 89,500 

55 87,000 90,500 

56 87,500 91,500 

57 88,000 92,000 

58 89,000 93,000 

59 89,500 94,000 

60 90,000 95,000 

61 95,500 

62 96,000 

~ The weight on any one axle, including a tandem axle, of 

a vehicle which is transporting livestock on highways not part 

of the interstate system may exceed the legal maximum weight 

given in this chapter providing that the gross weight on any 

particular group of axles on such vehicle does not exceed the 

gross weight allowable under this chapter for such groups of 

axles. 

~ In addition, the weight on any one axle, including a 

tandem axle, of a vehicle which is transporting raw materials 

from a designated borrow site to a construction project or 

transporting raw materials from a construction project, may 

exceed the legal maximum weight otherwise allowed under this 

chapter by ten percent if the gross weight on any particular 

group of axles on the vehicle does not exceed the gross weight 
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allowed under this chapter for that group of axles. However, 

if the vehicle exceeds the ten percent tolerance allowed for 

any one axle or tandem axle under this paragraph the fine to 

be assessed for the axle or tandem axle shall be computed on 

the difference between the actual weight and the ten percent 

tolerance weight allowed for the axle or tandem axle under 

this paragraph. This paragraph applies only to vehicles 

operating along a route of travel approved by the department. 

~ A vehicle or combination of vehicles transporting 

materials to or from a construction project or commercial 

plant site ~h6rr-eempry-w±~h-~he-£e~mtlr6-tlftde~-~h±~-~ee~ioft 

whieh-±~-tl~ed-£e~-~~6~ei-eft-hi9hweys-~hs~-6~e-pe~~-e£-~he 

ift~e~s~e~e-sys~em.--~his-pe~B9~Bph-eppiies-eftry-~o-s-~ehiere 

e~-eemeift6~ieft-e£-~ehieies-epe~e~ift9 along a route of travel 

approved by the department or appropriate local authority 

shall comply with subsection 4, paragraph "a". 

~ A vehicle designed to tow wrecked or disabled vehicles 

shall be exempt from the weight limitations in this section 
while the vehicle is towing a wrecked or disabled vehicle. 
~ A person who operates a vehicle in violation of the 

provisions of this section, and an owner, or any other person, 

employing or otherwise directing the operator of a vehicle, 

who requires or knowingly permits the operation of a vehicle 

in violation of the provisions of this section shall be fined 
according to the following schedule: 

AXLE, TANDEM AXLE, 

AND GROUP OF AXLES 

WEIGHT VIOLATIONS 

Pounds Overloaded 

Up to and including 
1,000 pounds 

Over 1,000 pounds to and 

including 2,000 pounds 

Over 2,000 pounds to and 
including 3,000 pounds 

Amount of Fine 
$10 plus one-half cent 

per pound 

$15 plus one-half cent 

per pound 
$80 plus three cents 

per pound 

Over 3,000 pounds to and 
including 4,000 pounds 

Over 4,000 pounds to and 

including 5,000 pounds 

Over 5,000 pounds to and 

including 6,000 pounds 

Over 6,000 pounds 
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$100 plus four cents 

per pound 

$150 plus five cents 

per pound 

$200 plus seven cents 

per pound 

$200 plus ten cents 

per pound 

~ Fines for gross weight violations for vehicles or 

combinations of vehicles shall be assessed at one-half of the 

fine rate schedule for axle, tandem axle, and groups of axles 

weight violations. 
~ Except as otherwise provided, the amount of the fine to 

be assessed shall be computed on the difference between the 

actual weight and the maximum legal weight specified in this 

section by applying the appropriate rate in the preceding 

schedule for the total amount of overload. 

~ The schedule of fines may be assessed in addition to 
any other penalties provided for in this chapter. 

10. Overloads on axles and tandem axles and overloads on 

groups of axles or on an entire vehicle or combination of 

vehicles shall be considered as separate violations of the 

provisions of this section. 
~ A person who issues or executes, or causes to be 

issued or executed, a bill of lading, manifest, or shipping 
document of any kind which states a false weight of the cargo 

set forth on such bill, manifest, or document, which is less 

than the actual weight of the cargo, shall, upon conviction, 

be guilty of a simple misdemeanor. 
Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 321.467 RETRACTABLE AXLES. 

A vehicle which is a model year 1999 or later vehicle shall 
not operate on a highway of this state with a retractable axle 

unless the weight on the retractable axle can only be adjusted 

by means of a manual device located on the vehicle that is not 

accessible to the operator of the vehicle during operation of 

::I: ., 
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the vehicle. However, the controls for raising and lowering 

the retractable axle may be accessible to the operator of the 

vehicle while the vehicle is in operation. 

Sec. 7. Section 321E.7, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

amended to read as follows: 

1. The gross weight on any axle of any vehicle or 

combination of vehicles traveling under a permit issued in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall not 
exceed the maximum axle load prescribed in section 321.463; 
except that, cranes being temporarily moved on streets, roads, 

or highways may have a gross weight of twenty-four thousand 

pounds on any single axle; and construction machinery being 

temporarily moved on streets, roads, or highways may have a 

gross weight of thirty-six thousand pounds on any single axle 

equipped with a minimum size twenty-six point five-inch by 

twenty-five-inch flotation pneumatic tires and a maximum gross 
weight of twenty thousand pounds on any single axle equipped 
with minimum size eighteen-inch by twenty-five-inch flotation 

pneumatic tires, with the department authorized to adopt rules 

to permit the use of tire sizes and weights within the minimum 

and maximum specifications provided in this section, provided 

that the total gross weight of the vehicle or a combination of 

vehicles does not exceed a maximum of one hundred twenty-six 

thousand pounds; and except that a manufacturer of machinery 

or equipment manufactured or assembled in Iowa may be granted 

a permit for the movement of such machinery or equipment 

mounted on pneumatic tires with axle loads exceeding the 

maximum axle load prescribed in section 321.463 for distances 

not to exceed twenty-five miles at a speed not greater than 

twenty miles per hour. The movement of such machinery or 

equipment shall be over a specified route between the place of 

assembly or manufacture and a storage area, shipping point, 

proving ground, experimental area, weighing station, or 

another manufacturing plant. 

. ~ ....... \ 
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Sec. 8. Section 321E.8, Code 1997, is amended by adding 
the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. lA. Vehicles with indivisible loads 

having an overall width not to exceed twelve feet five inches 

or mobile homes, including appurtenances, having an overall 

width not to exceed twelve feet five inches and an overall 

length not to exceed one hundred feet zero inches may be moved 
on highways specified by the permitting authority for 
unlimited distances if the height of the vehicle and load does 

not exceed fourteen feet zero inches and the total gross 
weight of the vehicle does not exceed one hundred thirty-six 

thousand pounds. The vehicle owner or operator shall verify 

with the permitting authority prior to movement of the load 

that highway conditions have not changed so as to prohibit 

movement of the vehicle. Any cost to repair damage to 

highways or highway structures shall be borne by the owner or 
operator of the vehicle causing the damage. Permitted 

vehicles under this subsection shall not be allowed to travel 
on any portion of the interstate highway system. 

Sec. 9. Section 321E.9, Code 1997, is amended by adding 
the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Cranes, exceeding the maximum gross 

weight on any axle as prescribed in section 321.463, but not 

exceeding twenty-four thousand pounds, may be moved in 

accordance with rules adopted pursuant to chapter 17A. 

Sec. 10. Section 321E.9A, subsection 1, Code 1997, is 

amended to read as follows: 

1. Vehicles with indivisible loads having an overall 

length not to exceed one hundred twenty feet, an overall width 

not to exceed eie~en sixteen feet, and an-e~e~a%% of any 

height net-te-exeeed-~etl~teen-~eet7-~etl~-±nefies7 may be moved 

on highways specified by the permitting authority, provided 

the gross weight on any one axle shall not exceed the maximum 

prescribed in section 321.463 and the total gross weight is 

not greater than one hundred fifty-six thousand pounds • 
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Sec. 11. Section 321E.l4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

1997, is amended to read as follows: 

The department or local authorities issuing permits shall 

charge a fee of twenty-five dollars for an annual permit 

issued under section 321E.B, subsection 1, 2, or 3, a fee of 

efte three hundred dollars for an annual permit issued under 
section 321E.8, subsection lA, a fee of two hundred dollars 
for a multi-trip permit, and a fee of ten dollars for a 
single-trip permit, and shall determine charges for special 

permits issued pursuant to section 321E.29 by rules adopted 

pursuant to chapter l7A. Fees for the movement of buildings, 

parts of buildings, or unusual vehicles or loads may be 

increased to cover the costs of inspections by the issuing 

authority. A fee not to exceed two hundred fifty dollars per 
day or a prorated fraction of that fee per person and car for 

escort service may be charged when requested or when required 
under this chapter. Proration of escort fees between state 
and local authorities when more than one governmental 

authority provides or is required to provide escort for a 

movement during the period of a day shall be determined by 
rule under section 321E.l5. The department and local 

authorities may charge a permit applicant for the cost of 

trimming trees and removal and replacement of natural 

obstructions or official signs and signals or other public or 

private property required to be removed during the movement of 

a vehicle and load. In addition to the fees provided in this 

section, the annual fee for a permit for special mobile 

equipment, as defined in section 321.1, subsection 75, 

operated pursuant to section 321E.7, subsection 2, with a 

combined gross weight up to and including eighty thousand 

pounds shall be twenty-five dollars and for a combined gross 

weight exceeding eighty thousand pounds, fifty dollars. 

Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATES. 

1. Section 3 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1999. 
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2. The maximum gross vehicle weight provisions in section 

321.463, subsection 4, paragraph "c", take effect for vehicles 

operating on the primary road system on July 1, 1997, and take 

effect for vehicles operating on the urban and secondary road 

system on December 31, 1998. However, prior to December 31, 

1998, routes of travel on the urban and secondary system by 

vehicles weighing ninety-six thousand pounds may be approved 
by local authorities. 
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