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A BILL FOR 

An Act providing for the assessment of lands owned by the 

natural resources within levee and drainage department 

districts. 

BE IT ENACTED 

of 

BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 2116HH 77 

da/jw/5 



S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 468.43, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

2 1997, is amended to read as follows: 

3 When any state-owned ~and~ land under the jurisdiction of 

4 the department of natural resources a~e is situated within a 

5 levee or drainage district, the commissioners ~o-a~~e~~ 

6 assessing benefits shall ascertain and return in their report 

7 the amount of benefits and the apportionment of costs and 

8 expenses to ~tleh-~and~ the land, and the board of supervisors 

9 shall assess the ~ame amount against ~tleh-~and~ the land. 

10 Howeve~,-~he-eomm±~~±one~~-~ha~~-no~-a~~e~~-benef±~~-~o 

11 ~~o~e~~y-be~ow-~he-o~d±na~y-h±9h-wa~e~-ma~k-±n-a-~ove~e±9n 

12 ~~a~e-owned-~ake,-ma~~h-o~-~~~eam-tlnde~-~he-jtl~±sd±e~±on-o£ 

13 ~he-de~a~~men~-o£-na~tl~a~-~esotl~ees. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 This bill amends Code chapter 468 which provides for the 

16 organization and administration of drainage and levee 

17 districts. Specifically, the bill amends Code section 468.43 

18 which provides for assessing state-owned land under the 

19 jurisdiction of the department of natural resources. The bill 

20 eliminates a provision which provides that land under the 

21 department's jurisdiction is not subject to an assessment if 

22 it is located below the ordinary high water mark in a 

23 sovereign state-owned lake, marsh, or stream. 
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A fiscal note for House File 336 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. 
Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

House File 336 provides for assessing State-owned land under the jurisdiction 
of the Department of Natural Resources 1n drainage and levee districts. 

BACKGROUND 

Prior to 1985, the Conservation Commission was responsible for paying drainage 
and levee district assessments on land currently managed by the Department of 
Natural Resources. The drainage and levee district assessments paid by the 
Conservation Commission normally ranged from $50,000 to $150,000 annually. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The estimated fiscal impact of House File 336 cannot be determined from the 
current information. 

SOURCE 

Department of Natural Resources (LSB 2116hhr AMF) 

FILED MARCH 25, 1997 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 



HOUSE FILE 336 

AN ACT 

PROVIDING FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF LANDS OWNED BY THE DEPARTMENT 

OF NATURAL RESOURCES WITHIN LEVEE AND DRAINAGE DISTRICTS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 468.43, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 

1997, is amended to read as follows: 

When a"y state-owned la"a~ land under the jurisdiction of 

the department of natural resources are is situated within a 

levee or drainage district, the commissioners ~o-a~~e~s 

assessing benefits shall ascertain and return in their report 

the amount of benefits and the apportionment of costs and 

expenses to stteh-la"as the land, and the board of supervisors 

shall assess the same amount against stteh-la"as the land. 

Howe~er,-~he-eommissio"ers-~hall-"o~-as~ess-be"e~i~s-~o 

proper~y-below-~he-oroi"ary-high-wa~er-mark-i"-a-so~ereig" 

House File 336, p. 2 

~~a~e-ow"eo-lake,-mar~h-or-s~ream-tt"oer-~he-jttri~oie~io"-o~ 

~he-oepar~men~-o~-"a~ttral-re~ottrees~ 

RON J. CORBETT 

Speaker of the House 

MARY E. KRAMER 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 336, Seventy-seventh General Assembly. 

App<o"ed ~' 
ELIZABETH ISAACSON 

Chief Clerk of the House 

1997 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 
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