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Approved ---------------------------

An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act requiring videos produced by the state to be captioned for 
deaf and hard-of-hearing persons. 

I'l' ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TC.SB ~d5i-!H 77 

ec;cU24 



S.F. H.F. 3 

l Section l. NEW SECTION, 2l6C.l2 VIDEOS -- CAPTIONING. 

2 Public moneys of the state shall not be expended to 

3 produce, or contract for the production of, a video for use by 

4 the state or an agency of the state without requiring that the 

5 video be either open-captioned or closed-captioned for deaf 

6 and hard-of-hearing persons. 

7 EXPLANATION 

8 This bill requires that videos for the state that are paid 

9 for in part by the state shall be closed-captioned or open-

10 captioned for deaf and hard-of-hearing persons. 
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----------------------------- ---
A ftsc~l note for House File 3 is hereby submitted p:~rsu~nt to Joint Rul~ 17. 
Data used 1n developing th~s fiscal note is avaiiable from the L~~;~:~Lative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

---------------------------
House File 3 requires a video used by the State or an agency of the State shal: 
be either open-captioned or closed-captioned for deaf and hard-o!-l>earing 
persons, if public money is expended to produce or contract for the proa~ction 
ot a "ideo. 

ASSUMPTIONS 

1. Although videotapes produced by 
(a public service announcement) 
average videotape produced by 

the State '-'ary 
to 40 hours (a 
the State 1s 

in length from 30 seconds 
fi'le-day conference), the 

30 minutes 1n length. 

2. House File 3 does not make exceptions for videotapes produced for internaL 
purposes, training videos, conference videos produced for a specific and 
known individual without need for duplication, security videos ~ithin 
corrections facilities. or evidentiary videos produced by State taw 
enforcement officials. The quantity of Law enforcement videos produced 
annually is indetermin~ble and not considered in this estimate. 

3. !here are currently no closed-captioning producers within the State. T~is 
estimate ass~mes the most economical means of production Yould be chose~. 
Rates for closed-captioning include: $748 per 30 minutes in th~ p~:vate 

sector, $350 per 30 minutes for Nebraska Public Television, or Iowa Publ•c 
Televi•ion estimate of $143 per 30 minutes with a mi~i~um of 2,000 
videotapes annually. 

4. If more videotapes require captioning than anticipated, incr~ased 
expenditures of overtime ~ages c)r contracting for captioning serv~ces 
outside the State would be required. Further, rates could ch~~ge ~3sed 
upon either a higher or lower demand for the service. 

5. ~esponses from various State agencies indicate that approximately 2000 
videotapes averaging 30 minutes in length are produced, or prod••ct1on is 
funded by the State, annually. Assuming no change in the average <ju&n[ity 
and length of videotapes produced, Iowa Pub\ic Television would require 
6.0 FTE positions and additional equipment to close-captior. vid~otape at 
this volume: S.O FTE positions for captioning at $35,000 each and l.O "TE 
administrative position at $25,000 to p~ocess bitlings nnd pr?vide 
administrative support. 

6. Iowa Public Television would requtre $125,000 for captioning equipment. A 
General Fund appropriation for equipment and the first year of sal3ry 
costs may be required to fund the Program prior to receipt of fees 
transferred from other State agencies for production costs. Captioning 
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equipment will need to be replaced 1n five years. The captioning fee, cnclude 
equtpment replacement costs to be retained in an equipment usage revolving 
fund. 

7. Federal action effective July 1993 requires all televisions produced with 
13" or larger screens be caption-ready, requiring no additional equipment 
to view a closed-captioned videotape. For access to captioned videotape, 
State agencies may be required to purchase a decoder at approximate.y $200 
to view captioning on a television produced prior to July 1993. General 
Services may purchase a decoder available on loan to various agencies as 
required. rt is unknown how many agencies do not have access to 
caption-ready televisions. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

The State General fund impact of House eile 3 would require a direct General 
Pund Appropriation of $125,000 and Closed-Captioned Fees of $286,000 
transferred from vacious State Agency Budgets. 

Fiscal Impact of HF 3 
(doLlars in thousands) 

FY 1998 

SOURCI!S 

REVENUES 
General Fund 
Caption Fee Transfers 

Total 

I!XPENDITURES 
Salaries 

(FTEs) 
Equipment 
Equipment Fund 
Support/Admin. 

Total 

NI!T l!l'FECT 

Iowa Public Television 
Law Enforcement Academy 
Department of Corrections 
Depactment of Education 
)epartment of Economic Development 
Department of Natural Resources 
Department of Transportation 
Department of Personnel 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

De?artment of Public Safety 
Department of Revenue and Finance 
Department of General Services 
)epartment of Public Health 
Go~ernor's Alliance on Substance Abuse 
Board of Regents 
Department of Human Rights 

125 
286 
411 

200 
(6.0) 

125 
25 
61 

411 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

FY 1999 

0 
286 
286 

200 
(6.0) 

0 
25 
61 

286 

$ -~..;:0 

(LSB l13Shh, RNR) 

f!LED FEBRUARY 19, 1997 
BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 


