
REPRINTED 
fEB 2 5 1998 

Place On Calennt1r 

Passed 

Vote: 

~ 1~0 f>· 
Hous Date 

Ayes f7 Nays --=-'---.-
Approved 

HOUSE FILE ~1/ 3' 
BY COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT 

(SUCCESSOR TO HSB 523) 

Date Passed Senate, 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the state registrar of voters. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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H-8291 

1 Amend House File 2436 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

1. Page 2, line 10, by inserting after the word 
"party" the following: "whose candidates for 
president of the United States or governor, as the 
case may be, received the greatest and the next 
greatest number of votes in the most recent general 
election". 

2. Page 2, line 12, by inserting after the word 
"eomm±~~±oftei"'." the following: "Each county 
commissioner or commissioner's designee shall serve 
two-year staggered terms." 

3. Page 2, by striking lines 23 through 25 and 
inserting the following: "The commission shall 
organize and elect a". 

By JACOBS of Polk 
H-8291 FILED MARCH 10, 1998 
a~ 3-17- fP (f'.73f/) 
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S.F. H.F. ~~~3{, 03T141F1CJ3R 

1 Section 1. Section 47.7, subsections 1 and 2, Code 

2 Supplement 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The ~~ftio~-admifti~t~ato~-o£-data-p~oe~~~in~-~~~vie~~-ift 

4 the-depa~tm~nt-o£-~~n~~a±-~e~viee~ state commissioner of 

5 elections is designated the state registrar of voters, and 

6 shall regulate the preparation, preservation, and maintenance 

7 of voter registration records, the preparation of precinct 

8 election registers for all elections administered by the 

9 commissioner of any county, and the preparation of other data 

10 on voter registration and participation in elections which is 

11 requested and purchased at actual cost of preparation and 

12 production by a political party or any resident of this state. 

13 The registrar shall maintain a log, which is a public record, 

14 showing all lists and reports which have been requested or 

15 generated or which are capable of being generated by existing 

16 programs of the data processing services ±n-th~-d~pa~tm~ftt-o£ 

17 ~~fte~a±-~~~v±e~~ of the registrar. In the execution of the 

18 duties provided by this chapter, the state registrar of voters 

19 aftd-the-~tat~-eomm±~~ion~~-o£-~±~etioft~ shall provide the 

20 maximum public access to the electoral process permitted by 

21 law. 

22 2. The registrar shall offer to each county in the state 

23 the opportunity to arrange for performance of all functions 

24 referred to in subsection 1 by the data processing facilities 

25 of the d~pa~tm~nt-o£-~~ft~~a±-~~~v±e~~ registrar, commencing at 

26 the earliest practicable time, at a cost to the county 

27 determined in accordance with the standard charges for those 

28 services adopted annually by the registration commission. A 

29 county may accept this offer without taking bids under section 

30 47.5. 

31 Sec. 2. Section 47.8, subsection l, Code 1997, is amended 

32 to read as follows: 

33 1. A state voter registration commission is established 

34 which shall meet at least quarterly to make and review policy, 

35 adopt rules, and establish procedures to be followed by the 
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S.F. H.F. ~'11~ 

1 registrar in discharging the duties of that office, and to 

2 promote interagency cooperation and planning. The commission 

3 shall consist of the-state-eomm±ss±ofter-o£-eleet±ofts-or-the 

4 state-eomm±ss±ofter~s-des±9ftee, the state chairpersons of the 

5 two political parties whose candidates for president of the 

6 United States or governor, as the case may be, received the 

7 greatest and next greatest number of votes in the most recent 

8 general election, or their respective designees, and a two 

9 county eomm±ss±ofter commissioners of registration or their 

10 designated employees, one from each political party, appointed 

11 by the president of the Iowa state association of county 

12 auditors7 -or-aft-employee-o£-the-eomm±ss±ofter. The commission 

13 membership shall be balanced by political party affiliation 

14 pursuant to section 69.16. Members shall serve without 

15 additional salary or reimbursement. 

16 ~he-8tate-eomm±ss±ofter-o£-eleet±ofts,-or-the-state 

17 eomm±8s±oner~s-des±9ftee,-8hall-ser~e-a8-eha±rperson-o£-the 

18 state-~oter-re9±strat±on-eomm±ss±on. The state commissioner 

19 of elections, or the state commissioner's designee, shall be 

20 an ex officio, nonvoting member of the commission. The state 

21 commissioner shall perform the administrative tasks required 

22 of that office by the commission. 

23 Members of the commission shall serve two-year staggered 

24 terms so that one-half of the membership 

25 two years. The commission shall organize 

26 chair:eerson 

27 year. 

28 

annually at its first meeting 

EXPLANATION 

is a:e:eointed every 

and elect a 

held in the calendar· 

29 This bill moves the responsibility for voter registration 

30 from the department of general services to the office of 

31 secretary of state and designates the state commissioner of 

32 elections as the state registrar of voters. Previously, the 

33 state registrar of voters had been the senior administrator of 

34 data processing services in the department of general 

35 services. 
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S.F. 

1 The bill also removes the state commissioner of elections 

2 as a voting member from the state voter registration 

3 commission and makes the state commissioner of elections an ex 

4 officio, nonvoting member of the commission in charge of 

5 performing the administrative tasks required by the 

6 commission. The bill provides that an additional county 

7 commissioner' of registration shall be appointed to the state 

8 voter registration commission. The bill also provides that 

9 voter registration commission members shall serve two-year 
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staggered terms. 
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HOUSE FILE ~~ 
BY COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT 

(SUCCESSOR TO HSB 523) 

(As Amended and Passed by the House, March 17, 1998) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 

Approved -------------------------

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the state registrar of voters. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 47.7, subsections 1 and 2, Code 

2 Supplement 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The seft±or-adm±fi±s~ra~or-o£-da~a-preeess±fig-serv±ees-ifi 

4 ~fte-depar~meft~-o£-geftera~-serv±ees state commissioner of 

5 elections is designated the state registrar of voters, and 

6 shall regulate the preparation, preservation, and maintenance 
7 of voter registration records, the preparation of precinct 

8 election registers for all elections administered by the 
9 commissioner of any county, and the preparation of other data 

10 on voter registration and participation in elections which is 

11 requested and purchased at actual cost of preparation and 

12 production by a political party or any resident of this state. 

13 The registrar shall maintain a log, which is a public record, 

14 showing all lists and reports which have been requested or 
15 generated or which are capable of being generated by existing 
16 programs of the data processing services ±fi-tfte-depar~meft~-o£ 
17 gefiera~-serv±ees of the registrar. In the execution of the 

18 duties provided by this chapter, the state registrar of voters 

19 afid-tfte-s~a~e-eemm±ss±ofter-o£-e~eet±ofts shall provide the 

20 maximum public access to the electoral process permitted by 
21 law. 

22 2. The registrar shall offer to each county in the state 
23 the opportunity to arrange for performance of all functions 

24 referred to in subsection 1 by the data processing facilities 

25 of the depar~meftt-o£-gefierai-serv±ees registrar, commencing at 
26 the earliest practicable time, at a cost to the county 

27 determined in accordance with the standard charges for those 

28 services adopted annually by the registration commission. A 

29 county may accept this offer without taking bids under section 
30 47.5. 

31 Sec. 2. Section 47.8, subsection 1, Code 1997, is amended 
32 to read as follows: 

33 1. A state voter registration commission is established 

34 which shall meet at least quarterly to make and review policy, 

35 adopt rules, and establish procedures to be followed by the 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 registrar in discharging the duties of that office, and to 

2 promote interagency cooperation and planning. The commission 

3 shall consist of ~he-e~e~e-eomm±ee±oner-o£-eiee~±ens-or-~he 

4 s~e~e-eemm±es±ener~s-des±gnee7 the state chairpersons of the 

5 two political parties whose candidates for president of the 

6 United States or governor, as the case may be, received the 

7 greatest and next greatest number of votes in the most recent 

8 general election, or their respective designees, and e two 

9 county eemm±ss±ener commissioners of registration or their 

10 designated employees, one from each political party whose 

11 candidates for president of the United States or governor, as 

12 the case may be, received the greatest and the next greatest 

13 number of votes in the most recent general election, appointed 

14 by the president of the Iowa state association of county 

15 auditors,-or-en-em~ieyee-e£-~he-eemm±ss±ener. Each county 

16 commissioner or commissioner's designee shall serve two-year 

17 staggered terms. The commission membership shall be balanced 

18 by political party affiliation pursuant to section 69.16. 

19 Members shall serve without additional salary or 

20 reimbursement. 

21 Phe-s~e~e-eemm±ss±ener-e£-eiee~±ens,-er-~he-s~e~e 

22 eemm±ss±oner~s-dee±gnee,-sheii-ser~e-es-ehe±r~ersen-e£-~he 

23 s~e~e-~e~er-reg±s~re~±on-eomm±ss±on~ The state commissioner 

24 of elections, or the state commissioner's designee, shall be 

25 an ex officio, nonvoting member of the commission. The state 

26 commissioner shall perform the administrative tasks required 

27 of that office by the commission. 

28 The commission shall organize and elect a chairperson -· 29 annually at its first meeting held in the calendar year~ 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the state registrar of voters. 
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. ---------
-· ' ,,~ ,·. 

1 Section 1. Section 47.7, subsections 1 and 2, Code 
2 Supplement 1997, are amended to read as follows: 
3 1. The senio~-adminis~~aeo~-o£-da~a-~~oeessing-se~viees-in 
4 ehe-de~a~emen~-o£-gene~a%-se~viees state commissioner of 
5 elections is designated the state registrar of voters, and 
6 shall regulate the preparation, preservation, and maintenance 
7 of voter registration records, the preparation of precinct 
8 election registers for all elections administered by the 
9 commissioner of any county, and the preparation of other data 

10 on voter registration and participation in elections which is 
11 requested and purchased at actual cost of preparation and 
12 production by a political party or any resident of this state. 
13 The registrar shall maintain a log, which is a public record, 
14 showing all lists and reports which have been requested or 
15 generated or which are capable of being generated by existing 
16 programs of the data processing services in-~he-de~a~~men~-o£ 
17 gene~a%-se~viees of the registrar. In the execution of the 
18 duties provided by this chapter, the state registrar of voters 
19 and-~he-s~a~e-eommissione~-o£-e%ee~ions shall provide the 
20 maximum public access to the electoral process permitted by 
21 law. 
22 2. The registr~r shall offer to each county in the state 
23 the opportunity to arrange for performance of all functions 
24 referred to in subsection 1 by the data processing facilities 
25 of the de~a~~men~-o£-gene~a%-se~viees registrar, commencing at 
26 the earliest practicable time, at a cost to the county 
27 determined in accordance with the standard charges for those 
28 services adopted annually by the registration commission. A 
29 county may accept this offer without taking bids under section 
30 47.5. 
31 Sec. 2. Section 47.8, subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph 
32 1, Code 1997, is amended to read as follows: 
33 A state voter registration commission is established which 
34 shall meet at least quarterly to make and review policy, adopt 
35 rules, and establish procedures ~o-ee-£o%%owed-by-~he 
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S.F. H.F. --------

1 ~eg~se~a~-~ft-d~seaa~g~ftg-eae-dttt~es-o£-eaat-o££~ee for voter 
2 registration, and to promote interagency cooperation and 
3 planning. The commission shall consist of the state 
4 commissioner of elections or the state commissioner's 
5 designee, the state chairpersons of the two political parties 
6 whose candidates for president of the United States or 
7 governor, as the case may be, received the greatest and next 
8 greatest number of votes in the most recent general election, 
9 or their respective designees, and a county commissioner of 

10 registration appointed by the president of the Iowa state 
11 association of county auditors, or an employee of the 
12 commissioner. The commission membership shall be balanced by 
13 political party affiliation pursuant to section 69.16. 
14 Members shall serve without additional salary or 
15 reimbursement. 
16 EXPLANATION 
17 This bill moves the responsibility for voter registration 
18 from the department of general services to the office of 
19 secretary of state and designates the state commissioner of 
20 elections as the state registrar of voters. Previously, the 
21 state registrar of voters had been the senior administrator of 
22 data processing services in the department of general 
23 services. 
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