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1 An Act relating to voter registration deadlines and voter

2 registration by mail.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Secticon 1. Section 48A.5, subsection 6, Code 1997, is
amended to read as follows:

6. The deadlines for voter registration shall not apply to
a person who has been discharged from military service within
thirty sixty days preceding the date of an election., The
person shall present to the precinct election official a copy
of the person's discharge papers. The person shall complete a
voter registration form and give it to the official before
being permitted to vote.

Sec. 2. Section 48A.8, Code 1997, is amended to read as
follows:

48A.8 REGISTRATION BY MAIL.

An eligible elector may register to vote by completing a
mail registration form. The form may be mailed or delivered
by the registrant or the registrant's designee to the
commissioner in the county where the person resides. A
separate registration form shall be signed by each individual
registrant. An eligible elector who registers by mail is

required to vote in persen at the poiling place at the first

election following registration in which the voter casts a

vote. However, this does not apply to mail registration forms

received from a motor vehicle driver's license station or from

any voier registration agency, to persons voting pursuant o

section 53.22, or to persons voiing pursuant tc section 53.45.

Sec. 3., Section 48A.%, subsection 1, Code 1597, is amended
to rea¢ as Ioilows:

1. Registration closes at five p.m. eteven thirty days
before each election except-primary-and-generai-eleccrons,
Por-primary-and-generar-elections;-registratron-croses-ac-five
prmr—tea-dsys-befere-the-etrectteonr An eligible elector may
register c¢uring the time registration is closed in the
elector's precinct but the registration shall not bpecome
effective until registration opens again in the eiector's
precinct.

Sec, &, Sscvicon 48A.9, subsection 3, Code 1887, is amended
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to read as follows:

3. A registration form submitted by mail shall be

considered on time if it is posimarked no later than <re

fifteentn-day thirty-£five days before the election, even

is received by the commissiconer after the deadline, or if
registration form is received by the commissicner no 1ater

than five p.m. on the last day to register co vote for an

election, even if it is postmarked after the fifteemedw Tnlirtv-

fifth day before the election.
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Sec. 5. Section 53.2, unnumbered paragrapn 1, Code
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Supplement 1997, is amended to read as follows:

Any registered voter, under the circumsiances specified in
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section 53.1, may on any day, except election day, and not
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more than seventy days prior to the date of the election,
apply in person for an absentee ballot at the commissioner's
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office cr at any location designated by the commissioner, or
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make written application to the commissioner for an absentee
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ballot. The state commissioner shall prescribe a form for
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absentee baliot applications. However, if a registered voter
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submits an application that includes all of the infcrmation
required in this section, the prescribed form is not required.
Absentee ballot applications may include instructicns to send
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the appiication directly to the county commissioner of
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glections. However, no absentee ballot application shall be
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preadéressed or printed with instructions to send the
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applications to anyone other than the appropriate
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commissioner. If an eligible elector appiies in person for

absentee hallot, the commissioner srall provide the elector

BB
At ER 3]

with a voter registration form and shall inform the elector
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“ha: tne elector will not be allicwed to vote zosentee until
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the voter has voted 1n person at tne polling place.

Se¢. &. Section 53.2, unnumbered paragrash 5, Code
Sugplenent 1967, is amended to read as foliows:
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I7 an application for an absentee pallot is received iom
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an 2ligible elector who is not a registered voter the
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commissioner shall send a registration form under section
48A.8 anc-an-absentee-baliot-to-the-eiigrbire-erector. If-the
application-is-recetved-so-tate-chat-tt-ts-uniikety-that-the
regiscratron-form-can-be-returned—in-time-to-be-effectrve-on
etection-day;-the The commissioner shall enclose with the
absentee-battot registration form a notice to-that-effects

informing the voter of the regilstration time limits in section
48A.9 and informing the voter that if the elector registers by

mail, the elector will nct be allowed to vote absentee until

the voter has voted in person at the polliing place. The

commissioner shall record on the elector's application that
the elector 1s not currently registered to vote. If the
registration form is properly returned by the time provided by
section 48A.9, the commissioner shall record on the elector's
application the date of receipt of the registration form and
enter a notation of the registration on the registraticn
records.

Sec. 7. Section 53.45, subsection 1, Code 1997, is amended
to read as folliows:

i. As provided in this section, the commissicner shall
provide special absentee ballots toc be used for state general
elections. A speclal absentee ballot shall only be provided
to an eiigible electcr who completes an appliication stating
both-of-tne-foitowing that to the best of the eliligible
elector’'s beliefs

as——¢hz {he eligiole electer will be residing or stationed
or wor«ing ocutside the continental Unitec States.

br--PRa-ezigibie—elector-witi-be-grnante-to-vete-gad-reourn
a-reguczur-zbsentee-balttot-by-normai-mari-deirvery-within-che
period-srovided-ter-regriar-absentec-batiotas

The appiication for a speciail absentee pallot snall no: be

zarlier tnan ninetv days prior toc the generai election.
The spec-.&i aosentee ballot shall list the cifices and
measures, .- Xxnown, scheduled to appear on the generail

election dai:ot. The eiigible elector may use the speciai
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absentee baliot t{o write 1n the name of any eliglble cand.date
for each office and may vote on any measure.

Sec. 8. Section 53.49, Code 1897, is amended wo read as
foilows:

$3.49 APPLICABLE TO ARMED FORCES AND OTEER CITIZENS.

The provisions of thils division as to absent veting shail
apply only to absent voters in the armed forces ©f tne Uniced
States as defined {or the purpose of absentee voting in
section 53.37. The provisions of sections 53.1 to 53.367
shall apply to all other guatifited voters not memders oi the
armed forces of the United States.

EXPLANATION

Tnis bill provides that an eilector who registers toc vote by
mail shall not be allowed to vote absentee until the elector
nas voted in person at the polling place at the first election
held after registration in which the voter checoses ¢¢ vote.
This does not apply to mail registrations received fron
mctor vehicle driver's license station, a voter registra
agency, from confined persons voting abseniee, or Irom
woerking, stationed, or residing outside of the United
at the time of the election.

The bill changes the voter registration deadline to 20 days
pefore all elections. <Currently, the deadline is 10 days
oefore a general or primary election and 1i days before ali
other elections. A corresponding amendment is made to provide
tnat the registration deadline does not apply to military

personnel discharged within 60 days preceding an election.
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