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A Bill FOR 

l An Act relating to the entrepreneurs with disabilities program. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. 

l Secl:ion l. Section 15.2~1, Code l997~ :s amendeci to :ead 

2 as fol:Cows; 

3 15.241 J.OWA "SELF-EMPLOYMENT :..CAN PRCGRA!-.:". 

4 1. A ''self-empioyme~t loan p~ogram acco~~~~~ is established 

5 within the s~ra:~gic i~vestme~t fu~d created in section :5.313 

6 to prov:..:ie 

.7 is 

8 

,.::........ "-'"' 
"-'-"""--"'::. for 

ir ccordina~io~ with the jo~ 

18 The se~~-e~?~oymen~ lo&~ ?ro;ram sha:: adm~nister a ~cw-

~9 interesc lc2~ p:o~ram to provide !cans to iow-incorne ?arsons 

2l terxs ~car,s 

23 excess ~f ts~ ~~o~sa~~ 6o:l~~s ~c 2~~ s~~s~~ 2~?licznt c: ac z 

24 rate to e~caaci ~:ve pc:ce~c s:mp:e ~~~eras~ per an~u~M ~~e 

31 depart~2~~ .:~y p:cvite £ servica fee to fina~cial ~~s~~t~t~ons 

35 j_oa:.s c::: 
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l under the o~si~ess-deve±opme~t-i~itiative-fo~ encrepreneurs 

2 with disabilities program may be maintained in a separate 

3 account within the fund. 

4 2. a. The department shall cooperate with the department 

5 of education, division of vocational rehabilitation, and the 

6 department for the blind to implement an e~~repreneurs with 

7 disabilities program designed to provide technical assistance 

8 to a qualified business under this subsection. 

9 b. A business qualifies for assistance under this program 

10 if the business is fifty-one percent or more owned, operated, 

ll and actively managed by one or more persons with a aisaoilitz 

12 and is located in this state, operated for profit, and has a 

13 gross income of less than three million dollars computed as an 

14 average of the three preceding years. ''Disability•= means 

15 disabilitv as defined in section 15.102. 

16 c. A person shall not be required to be a client of the 

17 division of vocational rehabilitation services or the 

18 department for the blind in order to qualify for assistance 

19 under this program. 

20 d. The department shall adopt rules as necessary for the 

21 administration of the program. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 This bill provides for the implementation of an 

24 entrepreneurs with disabilities program designed to provide 

25 technical assistance to qualified businesses. The department 
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of economic development is required to cooperate with the 

department of education, division of vocational 

rehabilitation, and with the department for the blind in 

implementing this program. 

A business qualifying for assistance is a business which is 

51 percent ownad, operated, and actively managed by one or 

more ?ersons with a disability and is located in the state, 

operated for profit, and has a gross income of less than $3 

million. A qualified business does not need co be a clier.c of 

the division of vocational rehabilitation services oc the 
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1 department for :he blind. 

2 The department of economic development shall adopt rules 

3 for the administration of the program. 
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