FEB 30155
COMMERCE AND REGULATION HOUSE FILE _eR o AS
BY WISE

Passed House, Date Passed Senate, Date
Vote: Aves Nays Vote: Ayes Nays
Approved

A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating tec the enforcement options for mandatory
financial responsibility for motor vehicles and establishing a
fee.

T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, Code Supplement

1997, is amended to read as follows:
4. a. If a peace officer stops a motor vehicle and the

1
2
3
4 driver is unable to provide proof of financial liability

5 coverage, the peace officer shall do one of the following:
6 ar {1) Issue a warning memorandum to the driver.

7

8

Bs {2} Issue a citation.
(3} Issue a citation and remove the motor vehicle's

9 license plates and registration from the motor vehicle which
10 has been operated on the highways of this state without

11 financial liability coverage being 1n effect for the motor

12 vehicle. Upon removing the license plates and registration

13 the peace officer shall destrov the plates and forward the

14 ptates registration to the county treasurer of the county in
15 which the plates were issued. The driver of the motor vehicle

16 shall have forty-eight hours after receiving the citation to
17 continue operating the vehicle. This forty-eight-hour period
18 for continued operation is intended only to allow the driver
19 to drive the vehicle to the place of residence of the driver

20 or owner, as appropriate.
21 {4} Issue & citation and impound the motor vehicle., 2

22 vehicie which is impounded may be claimed by & person if the
23 owner provides proof of Einancial liabilitv coverage and pays

24 any applicable fine and the costs of towing and storage for
25 the motor vehicle. If the motor vehicle is not claimed witnin

26 thirty dawe after impoundment, tne motor veaicle may be

27 treated as an abandoned vehicle pursuant to section 321.85.

28 b. An cwner or driver of a motor vehicle who is chargea
29 with a violation of subsection 1 and whose-iiecense-piates-and

30 registratron-have-been-removeé issued & citaticn under

31 paragraph "a%, i ravh {2} 3 is subject to the
32 following:
33 {1} An owner or driver whc produces ¢o the clerk of the

34 district court, within thirty days of the issuance of a

citation unéer paragraph "&", subparagrapn {2}, proof that
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coverage was in effect for the motor

ne time the person was stopped and cited,. shal

[«
Yy to the clierk oif ¢he digtrict cour: an administrative fee

t*} {2} An owner or driver O procduces to the eeunnty
treasurer clerk of the district court, within thirty davs of
the time-the-pergsentag-tisenge~prates—end-regestratton-are

removesd issuance ¢f a citation under paragraph "a¥,

subgcaragrapn {3} or {43, proof that financial liability

coverage was in effect for the motor vehicle at the time the

person was stoppedé and cited, shall be given a receipt

indicating tnat such procf was provided and be subiject to one

of the fcollowing:

{a} f the person was cited pursuant to paragraph “a",

sugparagraph {3). the owner or driver shall »nrovide a conv of

Lhe receint to the countyv treasurer of the countv of residence

s,

of the owner and the ownsr shall be assessed a fiftgeen dollar

administrative fee by the county treasurer wheo shall return
zhhe issue new license plates and registration tc the person
after payment of the fee.

(kY 1f the percson was cited pursuant to paragraph "a",

subparagraph {4}, the owner c¢r driver, after the owner

provides proof of financial liability coverage to the clerk of
the district court. may ciaim the vehicle after such oerson

pavs anv applicabie fine and the costs of towing anc storage

for the motor vehicle.

t2% {3; An owner or driver who is unable to show that
financial liabllily coverage was in effect for the motor
hicle at the time the person was stopped and cited, and
signs an admission ¢f viclation on the citation, may So either
of tre following:

fa}; Sign an adémission of vioiation on the citaticon and

remit o the clerk of the district court a scneduled fine ef

twe-neadred-£fifey-detdare as nrovided in section 885.35,

S
cubseciion 2, for & viclation cf subsection 1. Upen pavment

..2_.
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of the fine to the clerk of the district court of the county ‘

where the citation was issued, pavment of a f{ifteen collar

administrative fee to the county treasurer of the county of

residence ¢f the owner, and providing proof of financial

liability coverage to the county treasurer of the county of

residence of the owner, the treasurer shall issue new license

plates and registration to the person.

{b) Request an appearance before the couit on the matcer.
If the matter goes beifore the court, and the owner or driver
is found gquiity of a violation of subsection 1, the court may
impose a fine ef-ewe-hundred-fifty-dollgers as provided in

section B05.8. subsecticn 2, for a viclation ¢f subsection 1,

or the court may order the person to perform unpaid community
service instead of the fine. Upon the payment of the fine or
the entry of the order for unpaid community service, the

person shall provide pioof of payment or entry of such crderg

and the county treasurer of the county of residence of the
perscon shall issue new license plates and registration to the .

person upon the person providing procf of financial iiability
coverage and paying a fifteen dellar administrative fee to tie
county treasurer.

+3% (4} An owner or driver who fails to provide tc the
county tcreasurer, within thirty days of the time the person's
registration plates are removed, procf that financiai
liability coverage was in effect for the motor vehicle at the
time the Zerson was stopped and cited, and does not sign an
admission of vieclation on the citation, shall not nave the
person's license plates or registration returned.

cr--Issuye-a-crtatron-and-impeunéd-the-metor-venictes -4
vehtcle-which-2s-impounded-naey—te-ecraimed-py-a-persen—rf-the
ownez-provides-proef-cf-£finaneiatr-iiabiiity-coverage-and-pays
any-e&ppizcadbie-fine-and-the-ecosts—of-tewing-and-stersge-for
the-merer-veswetes——if-che-motor-vehicte-cs—nos-cltaimed-withis
thirey-deys—after-inpoundments-the-motor-vehiecre-may-be
treaved-as—en-abandoned-vehiete-vursuant-to-sseeion-32:89< .
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EXPLANATION

—

2 mhis bill amends the motor vehicle mandatory financial

responsibility law and provides an additional option for law

L

enforcement. The bill provides that a peace officer may issue

[V SR )

a citation in addition to the current options which include

<

issuing of a warning memorandum, issuing a citation and

~

removing the motor vehicle plates and registration, and

~

issuing a citation and impounding the vehicle. A p&rson

oo

issued & citation who provides proof within 30 days of tne

e

—
[ wn]

issuance of the citation that financial liability coverage was
11 in effect for the motcr vehicle at the time the person was

12 cited shall pay to the clerk of the district court & $18

13 administrative fee. A driver who is cited for a violation and
14 whose license plates and registration are removed it also

15 allowed to drive the motor vehicle to the place of resideace
16 of the driver or owner of the motor vehicle.
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