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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 256D.1 TITLE.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the
"Charter School Act".

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 256D.2 PURPOSES.

i. It is the purpose of this chapter to provide a means to

revitalize education and continually do all of the following:

a. Improve student learning.

b. 1Increase learning opportunities for students.

c. Encourage the use of different and innovative teaching
methods.

d. Require the measurement of learning outcomes and create
different and innovative methods fcr measuring outcomes.

e. Establish new forms of accountability for schools.

f. Create new professional opportunities for teachers,
including the opportunity to be responsible for the learning
program at the school site.

2. This chapter does not provide a means tc keep open a
school that otherwise would be closed. Applicants bear the
burden of proving that conversion to a charter schooi fulfills
a purpose specified in this chapter and i1ndependent of the
school's closing.

Sec. 3. NEW GECTION. 258D.3 DEFINITIONS.

As used 1n this chapter unless the context otherwise

requires:
1. "Department" means the department of education.
2. "“Director" means the director of the department of

education.

3. "Sponsor” means a school boaré, accredited private
postsecondary institution, community college, or institution
of higher learning under the control of the state bcard of
regents autnorized to sponsor one or more charier schools.

4. "State board" means the state board of educatlion.

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 256D.4 APPLICABILITY.

Thils section applies oniy to charter scnools formed and

operated under this chapter.




Sec. NEW SECTION. 256D.5 FORMATION OF SCHOCL.

1. A school board, private college, community colliege, or
an institutiorn of higher learning under the contrecl cf the
state board of regents may sponsor cne or more charter schoois
as provided in this section.

2. A sponsor may authorize one cor more teachers, who are
licensed under chapter 272, to operate a charter school
subject to the approval of the state board. 1If one or more
teachers applies to a school board for sponscrship and the
school board elects not to sponsor a charter school, the
applicant may appeal the school board's decision to the state
board of education if two members of the local school board
voted to sponsor the school. If the state board authorizes
the school, the state board shall sponsor the school according
to this section. A charter school shall be organized and
operated as a2 nonprofii cooperative asscciation under chapter
498 or nonprofit corporation under chapter 564A.

3. Before a sponsor may form and operate a school, the

sponsor must file an affidavit with the state board stating

its intent to authorize a charter school. The affidavit shall
state the terms and conditions under which the sponsor pledges
to authorize a charter school. The state board shall approve
or disapprove a sponsor’s proposed authorization within sixty
days of receipt of an affidavit. Failure to obtain state
board approval precliludes a sponsor from authcrizing the
charter school that was the subject of the affidavit.

4. A sponsor approved by the state board to organize and
operate a charter school shall conduct an election for members
of the charter school's board of directors in a timely manner
once the charter school begins operation. Any staff members
employed at the school, inciuding teachers providing
ingtruction under a contract with a cooperative or corpgoration
ané alil parents of children enrolled in the school, may vote
in the election. Licensed teachers employed at the schocy,

including teachers providing instruction under a contract with
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a cooperative or corporation, shall be a majority of the

members of the board of directors.

A provisional board may

operate before the election of the school's board of

directors.

purposes of chapter 21.

5.

The board of directors is a governmental body for

The granting or renewal of a charter by a sponscoring

entity shall not be conditioned upon the bargaining unit

status of the employees of the school.

Sec.

6. NEW SECTION. 256D.6 CONVERSION OF EXISTING

SCHOOQLS.

The board of directors of a school district may convert one

or more of its existing schools to charter schools under this

chapter if ninety percent of the fuli-time teachers employed

to teach at the school sign a petition seeking conversion.

The conversion must occur at the beginning of an academic

year.
Sec.

7. NEW SECTICN. 256D.7 CONTRACT.
The sponsor's authorization for a charter school shall be

in the form of a written contract signed by the sponsor and

the board of directors of the charter school. The contract

for a charter school shall be in writing and contain, at a

minimum, the following:

1,

A description of a program that carries out one or more

of the purposes enumerated in section 256D.2.

2,

Specific outcomes students are to achieve under section

256D.11.

3.
4.

Admlssion poiicles and procedures.,

A description of the management and administration of

the charter school.

5.
audits.

6.
256D.9,

7.
school.

Requirements and procedures for program and financial

A plan gescribing methods for complying with sections

256D.x4, 256D.17, and 256D.24.

Assurance of the assumpiion of

Y
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apility by the charter
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8. Types and amounts of insurance coverage to be obtained
by the charter school.

9. The term of the contract, which may be up to three
years.

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 256D.8 PUBLIC STATUS -~ EXEMPTION
FROM STATUTES AND RULES.

A charter school 1s a public school and is part of the

state’'s system of public education. Except as provided 1in
this chapter, a charter school is exempt from all statutes and
rules applicable to a school, a school board, or a schocl
district, although it may elect to comply with one or more
provisions of statutes or rules.

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 256D.% REQUIREMENTS.

1. A charter schocl shall meet all applicable state and

local health and safety requirements.

2. A charter school sponsored by a school board may be
lecated in any school district, unless the school board of the
school district of the proposed location disapproves by
written resolution. If a school board disapproves by
resolution a reguest to locate within its boundaries a charter
schocl sponscred by another school bcard, the sponsoring
school board may appeal toc the state board of education. If
the state board authorizes the school, the state board shall
sponsor the scheol.

3. A charter school shall be nonsectarian in its programs,

o

édmission policles, employment practices, and all other
D

ations. A sponsor shall not authorize a charter school or

Q

er
program that is affiliated with a nonpublic sectarian school
or a religlous institution,

4, Charter schools shall not be used as a method of
providing education or generating revenue for students who are
receiving competent private instruction pursuant te chapter
2994,

5. The primary focus of a charter school snall be to

provide a comprenensive program of instruction for at least
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one grade or age group from five through eighteen years of .
age. Instruction may be provided to people younger than five
years or older than eighteen years of age.

6. A charter school shall not charge tultion.

7. A charter school is subject to and shall comply with
chapters 216 and 216A relating to civil and human rights.

8. A charter school is subject to and shall comply with
sections 275.5%A, 279.9A, 280.17B, 280.21B, and 282.4,
relating to suspension and expulsion of a student.

9. A charter school is subject to the same financial
audits, audit procedures, and audit reguirements as a school
district. The audit shall be consistent with the requirements
of sections li.6, 11.14, 11.1%, 256.9, subsection 1%, and
section 279.29, except to the extent deviations are necessary
because of the program at the school. The department, the
auditor of state, or the legislative fiscal bureau may conduct

financial, program, or compliance audits. .

10. A charter school is a school district for the purposes
of tort liability under c¢chapter 670.

Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 256D.10 ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS.

1. A charter school may limit admission to any of the

following:

a. Students within an age group or grade level.

b. Individuals who are eligible to participate in an
alternative options education program under section 280.19A.

c. Reslaents of a specific geographic area where the
percentage of the population of non-Caucasian people of that
area is greater than the percentage of the non-Caucasian
population in the congressional district in which the
geographic area is located, and as long as the schocl reflects
the racial and ethnic diversity of the specific area.

2. A charter schooi shall enroll an eligible student who
submits & timely application, unless the number of
applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade .

level, or builaing. In this case, students shall o2 accepied

-5-
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3. A charter school shall not limit admission to students
the basis of intellectual ability, measures of achievement
aptitude, or athletic ability.

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 256D.11 STUDENT PERFORMANCE.
A charter school shall design 1ts programs to at least meet

any outcomes adopted by the state board for public school
students. In the absence of state board requirements, the
school shall meet the outcomes contained in the contract with
the sponsor. The achievement levels of the outcomes contained
1n the ceontract may exceed the achievement levels of any
outcomes adcpted by the state board for public school
students.

Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 256D.12 EMPLOYMENT AND OTHER
OPERATING MATTERS.

2 charter school shall employ or contract with necessary
teachers, as defined in section 272.1, who hold a valid
license with an endcrsement for the type of service for which
the teacher 1s employed. The school may employ necessary
employees who are not required to hold teaching licenses to
perform duties other than teaching and may contract for other
services. The school may discharge teachers and nonlicensed
employees.

The board of directors of the charter school also shall
decide matters related to the operation of the schocl,
itnciuding budgeting, curriculum, and operating procedures.

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 2560.13 STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL
EDUCATION NEEDS.

A charter school shall comply with chapter 256B and

administrative rules adopted pursuant to that chapter relating
to the education of students with special education needs, and
receive state special education aid, as though it were a
school district. Por children requiring special education,
coe poard cif directors of tne district of residence snhall zay

to the charter school tne actual costs incurred in providing

-6-
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the appropriate special education.
Sec. l4. NEW SECTION. 256D.1i4 LENGTH OF SCHOOL YEAR.
A charter school shall provide instruction each year for at

least the number of days required by section 279.10,
subsection 1, unless the school provides instruction
throughout the year according to section 256.26 or 279.10,
subsection 3.

Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 256D.15 REPORTS.

A charter school shall report at least annually to 1ts

sponsor and the state board of education the information
required by the sponsor or the state board. The reports are
public records subject to chapter 22.

Sec. 16. NEW SECTION. 256D.16 REVIEW AND COMMENT.

The department shall review and comment on the evaluation,
by the sponsor, of the performance of a charter school pefcre
the charter school's contract is renewed. The information
from the review anéd comment shall be reported to the state
board irn a timely manner. Periodically, the state board shall
report trends or suggestions based on the evaluation of
charter school contracts toc the house and senate education
committees.

Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 256D.17 TRANSPORTATION,

1. By July : of each year, a charter school shail notify

the district in which the school is located and the department
if it will provide transportation for students enrclled at the
school for the fiscal year.

2. If a charter school elects to provide transportation
for students, the transportation shall ve provided by the
charter school within the district in which the charter school
i1s located. The state shall pay transportation aid to the
charter school according to section 285.1.

3. For stucents who reside outside the district in which
the charter scrnocol is located, the charter school is not
required to provide or pay for transportation petween the

student’s residence and the porder of the districe in which

_7_




the charter school is located. A parent may be reimbursed by
the charter school for costs of transportation from the
student ‘s residence to the border of the district in whicn the

charter schoel is located if the student 1s from a family

L & o

whose income is at or belcow the poverty level, as defined by
the most recently revised poverty income guidelines published
by the United States department of health and human services.

The reimbursement shall be in the manner provided in section

285.3 for parental reimbursement for nonpublic schcol student
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transportation.
4. At the time a student enrolls in & charter school, the

—
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charter school shall provide the parent or guardian witn

p—

infoermation regarding the transportation.
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5. If a charter school does not elect to provide
transportation, transportation for students enrolled at thne

[
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school shall be provided by the district in which the school

—

is located, in the manner provided in section 285.1,

subsection 15, for a student residing in the same district in

[

which a nonpublic school designateda for attendance 1s located.

&
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Transportaticn may be provided by the district in which the

LB

charter school is located for a student residing in a

ko

di:fferent district, in the same manner provided for in section

285.1, subsection 1€, for students whose nonpublic school

A

designated for attendance is located outside the boundary line

N

of the school district of the student's residence.
Sec. 18. NEW SECTION. 256D.18 LEASED SPACE.

A charter school may lease space from a school board

LB C R NI S S
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eligible to be a sponsor or other public or private nonprofit,
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nonsectarian organization., If a charter scnool is unable to

lease appropriate space from an eiigible school board or other
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pubiic or private nonprofit, nonsectarlian organizaticn, the
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school may lease space [roim anocnar nonsectarian organization

1f the department, in consultation with the department of

W W
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manacement, approves the lease. If the school is unaple to

iease appropriate space from public or private nonsectiarian
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organizations, the school may lease space from a sectarian .
organization if the leased space 1s constructed as a school
facility and the department, in consultation with the
department of management, approves the lease.
Sec. 19. NEW SECTION. 256D.19 INITIAL COSTS.
A sponsor may authorize a charter school before the

applicant has secured its space, equipment, facilities, and
personnel if the applicant indicates the authority is
necessary for it to raise working capital. A sponsor may not
authorize a school before the state board of education has

S W@ NN D e

il approved the authorization.
i2 Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 256D.20 DISSEMINATE INFORMATION.
i3 The sponsor, the operators, and the department shall

14 disseminate information to the public on how to form and

15 operate a charter school and how to utilize the cfferings of a

16 charter school. Particular groups to be targeted include low-

i7 income families and communities and students of c¢olor.

18 Sec. 21. NEW SECTION. 256D.21 LEAVE TC TEACH IN A .
19 CHARTER SCHOOL.

20 If a teacher employed by a school district makes a written

21 request for an extendecd leave of absence to teach at a charter
22 school, the school district shall grant the leave for any

23 number of years requested by the teacher, andé must extend the
24 leave at the teacher's request. The school district may

25 require that the request for a leave or extension of leave be
26 made up to ninety days before the teacher would otherwise have
27 to report for duty.

28 During a leave, the teacher may continue to aggregate

29 pbenefits and credits in the Iowa putlic employees’ retirement
30 system by paying both the employer and emplovee coantributions
31 based upon the annual salary of the teacher Sor the last Zull
32 pay period before the leave began. The Iowa public employees:®
33 retirement system may impose reasonable requirements to

34 efficiently administer this section. .

Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. 258D.22 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING.

...9_
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Employees c¢f the board of directors of a charter school
may, if otherwise eligible, organize under chapter 20 and
comply with its provisicns. The board of directors of a
charter school i1s a public employer, for the purposes of
chapter 20, upon formation of one or more bargaining units at
the school. Bargaining units at the school shall be separate
from any other units within the sponsoring district, except
that bargaining units may remain part of the appropriate unit
within the sponsering district if the employees of the school,
the board of directors of the school, the exclusive
representative of the appropriate unit in the sponsoring
district, and the school board of the sponsoring district
agree to include the employees in the appropriate unit of the
sponsoring district.

Sec. 23. NEW SECTICN. 256D.23 TEACHER AND OTHER EMPLOYEE
RETIREMENT.

Teachers in a charter schocl shall be public school

teacners for the purposes of retirement under chapter $7B.
Sec. 2&4. NEW SECTION. 256D.24 CAUSES FOR NCONRENEWAL CR
TERMINATION.
1. The duration of a charter school contract witn a

sponsor shall be for the term contained in the contract

according to section 256D.7. The sponsor may Or may not renew
a contract at the end of the term for any ground listed in
subsection 2. A spoasor may unilaterally terminate a contract
during the term of the contract for any ground listed 1in
subsection 2. At least sixty days before not renewing or
terminating a contract, the sponsor shall notify the board of
directors of the charter scnhool of the proposed action 1in
writing., The notice shall state the grounds for the proposed
action in reasonable detail and that the charter schcol's
board of directors may request in writing an informal hnearing
before the sponsor within fourteen days of receiving notice of
nonrenewal or termination of the contract. Failure oy the

board of directors to make a timely written reguest for a

~-10-




hearing shall be treated as acquiescence to the proposed .
action. Upon receiving a timely written request for a

hearing, the sponsor shall give reasonable notice to the
charter school's board of directors of the hearing date. The
sponsor shall conduct an informal hearing before taking final
action. The sponsor shall take final actiorn to renew or not
renew a contract by the last day of classes 1n the schocl
year. If the sponsor is a local school board, the charter
school's board of directors may appeal the sponsor's decision
to the state board.

2. A contract may be terminated or not renewed upon any of
the following grounds:

a. Failure to meet the requirements for student
performance contained in the contract.

b. Failure to meet generally accepted standards of fiscal
management,

c. For viclations of law or other good cause shown.

3. If a contract 1s terminated or not renewed, the school .
shall be dissolved according to the applicable provisions of
chapter 498 or S04A.

Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 256D.25 STUDENT ENRCLLMENT.

If a charter school contract is not renewed or is

terminated according to section 256D.24, a student who
attended the scheol, siblings of the student. or ancother
student who resides in the same place as the student may
enroll in the resident district or may submit an application
tc a nonresident district according to section 282.18 at any
time., Applications and notices required by section 282.18
shall be processed and provided in & prompt manner. The
application and notice deadlines in section 282,18 do nct
apply under these circumstances.

Sec. 26. NZIW SECTION. 256D.26 GENERAL AUTHORITY.

The board of directors of a charter school may sue and be

Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 2586D.27 IMMUNITY.

sued. The board may not levy taxes or 1ssue bonds. .
|
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The state board, members of the state board, a sponsor,
members of the board of a sponsor in their official capacity,
and employees of a sponsor are immune from c¢ivil or criminal
liability with respect to all activities related to a charter
school they approve or sponsor.

The board of directors of the charter school shall obtain
at least the amcunt of and types of insurance required by the
contract, according to section 256D.7.

Sec. 28. NEW SECTION, 256D.28 STATE SCHOOL FOUNDATION
AID FOR A CHARTER SCHOQL.

1. A student enrolled in a charter school shall be

counted, for state school foundation aid purposes, in the
student's district of residence. A student’s residence, for
ourposes cf this section, shall be as established under
section 282.1. The board of directors of the district of
residence shall pay to the charter school the district cost
per pupll, or the charter school's cost per pupil as
determined by the department based upon information supplied
by the charter school, whichever is lowest, plus any moneys
received for the student as a result of non-English-speaking
welgnting under secticon 280.4, subsection 3; for each school
vear. The district of residence shall also transmit the phase
ITI moneys allocated to the district for the full-time
eguivalent attendance ¢of the student to the charter school.

2, If a parent or guardian of a child enrolled in a
charter school under this chapter moves to a different school
district during the course of either district‘s academic year,
the child’s first district of residence shall be responsible
for payment of the cost per pupil plus weightings or special
education costs to the charter schnool for the baliance c¢i the
school year in which the move tock place. The new district of
res.dence shall be responsible for the payments during the
succeeding years.,

Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 256D.29 AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURLS.

A cnarter school 1s a public schooli for purposes ©f section

-12-
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257.7.
Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 256D.30 BUILDING LEASE AID.

When a charter school finds it economically advantageous to
rent or lease a building or land for any instructional purpose
and it determines that the total school foundation aid under
section 256D.28 is insufficient for this purpose, it may apply
to the school budget review committee for supplemental aid for
this purpose. The charter school 1s a public school for

purposes of section 257.31.

Sec, 31. NEW SECTICN. 256D.31 OTHER AID -- GRANTS --
REVENUE.

1. A charter school is eligible to receive other aid,

grants, and revenue according to Title VII, subtitle 1, as
though it were & school district. However, it may not receive
aid, a grant, or revenue if a levy is required to obtain the
money. Federal aid received by the state must be paid to the
school, 1f it qualifies for the aid as though it were a schcol
district.

2. Except as provided 1n section 256D.32, a charter school
may receive money from any source for facilities needs. In
the year-end report tc the state board of education, the
charter school shall report the total amount of funds received
from grants and other outside sources.

Sec. 32. NEW SECTICN. 256D.32 USE OF STATE MONEY.

Money received from the state may not be used to purchase
land or buildings. The school may own land and buildings if

obtained through nonstate sources.
EXPLANATION

This bill sets up provisions by whicih charter schools may
be established. The bill also establishes the purposes for
which the schoecls shall be estaclished.

Sponsorsnip: A school board, private college, community
college, or an inscitution of higner learning under the
control of the state board of regents may sponsor one or mcre

charter schcols.
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Operation of charter school: A sponsor may authorize one
or more teachers to operate a charter school subject to the
approval of the state board of education. The school shall be
organized and operated as a nonprofit cooperative association
or nonprofit corporaticn. Before a sponsor may form and
operate a school, the sponsor must file an affidavit with the
state board stating its intent to authorize a charter school
and receive state board approval.

Charter school board of directors: A sponsor approved by
the state boatd to organize and operate a charter school shall
hold an election for members of the charter school's board of
directors in a timely manner after the school is operating.
Any staff members employed at the school and all parents of
children enrolled in the school may vote in the elect:ion.

Collective bargaining: The granting or renewal of a
charter by a sponsoring entity shall not be conditioned upon
the bargaining unii status of the employees of the school.
Employees of the board of directors of a charter schocl may,
if otherwise eligible, organize under chapter 20 and comply
with 1ts provisions. The board of directors of a charter
school is a public employer, for the purposes of chapter 20,
upen formation of one or more bargaining units at the school.

Conversion of existing schocls: The board of directors of
& school district may convert one or more of its existing
schools to charter schools if 90 percent of the full-time
teachers employed to teach at the schoel sign a petition
seeking conversion.

Contract: The sponsor's authorization for a charter school
shall be in the form of a written contract signeg by the
sponsor and the board ©f directors of the charter schooi. The
bill sets forth the items a contract must contain.

Puplic school status: A charter school is 2 public school
and is part of tne state's system of public education but,
except as provided in the bill, is exempt from all statutes

and rules applicable to a school, a school bocard, or a school

-14-
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district, although it may elect to comply with one or more
provisions of statutes or rules. For example, & charter
school shall meet and abide by all applicable state and local
health and safety requirements, length of school year Code
provisions, civil and human rights laws, and laws relating to
suspension and expulsion of a student, and 1s subject to the
same financial audits, audit procedures, and audit
requirements as a school district. A charter school must be
nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment
practices, and all other operations. The school may not be
used for home schooling purposes.

Location within a school district: A charter schooil
sponsored by a school board may be located in any districe,
unless the school board of the district of the proposed
location disapproves by written resolution. However, the
district can appeal to the state board.

Primary focus: To provide a comprehensive program of
instruction for at least one grade or age group from five
through 18 years of age. Instruction may be provided to
people younger than five years and older than 18 years of age.

Tuition-free: A charter school shall not charge tuition.

Admission requirements:; A charter schcol may limit
admission to students within an age group or grade level,
individuals eligible to participate in an alternative options
education program for dropouts or potential dropouts, or
residents of a specific geographic area where the percentage
of the population of non-Caucasian people of that area is
greater than the percentage of the non-Caucasian population in
the congressional disirict in which the geographic area is
located, and &s long as the school reflects the racial and
ethnic divergity of the specific area. A charter school shall
not limit¢ admission to students on the basis of intellectual
ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, or athletic
ability.

Student pariormance achievement outcomes: A charier school

_15-
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shall design its programs to at least meet any outcomes
adopted by the state board for public school students. In the
absence of state board requirements, the school shall meet the
cutcomes contained in the contract with the sponsor.

Employment: A charter school shall employ or contract with
necessary teachers who hold a valid license with an
endorsement for the type of service for which the teacher 1s
employed. The school may employ necessary employees who are
not recguired to hold teaching licenses to perform duties otner
than teaching and may contract for other services. The school
may discharge teachers and nonlicensed employees.

Students with special education needs: A charter school
shall comply with Code chapter 256B and administrative ruiles
relating to the education of students with special education
needs, and receive state special education aid, as though 1t
were a school district.

Reports: A charter school must report at least annually to
its sponsor and the state board of education and the reports
are public records.

Departinental review and comment prior to renewal: The
deparitment cf education shall review and comment on the
evaluation, by the chartering school district, of the
performance of a charter school before the charter school's
contract is renewed.

Transportation: By July 1 of each year, a charter school
shall notify the district in which the school i1s located and
the department if it will provide transportation for students
enrolled at the school for the fiscal year. The state shall
pay transportation aid to the charter scheool as if it were a
public school, and shall reimburse charter school parents anc
school districts for transportation costs in the same manner
as parents and school districis are reimbursed for
transportation costs. However, a parent may be reimbursed by
the charter school for costs of transportation from the

student's residence to the porder of the districtc in which the

_16_
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charter school is located if the student is from a family
whose income 1s at or below the poverty level.

Leased space: A charter school may lease space from a
school board eligible to be a sponsor or other public or
private nonprofit, nonsectarian organization. If the school
is unable to lease appropriate space from public or private
nonsectarian organizations, the school may lease space {rom a
sectarian organization if the leased space 1s constructed as a
school facility and the department, in consultation with the
department of management, approves the lease.

Initial costs: A sponsor may authorize a charter school
before the applicant has secured its space, equipment,
facilities, and personnel if the applicant indicates the
authority is necessary for it to raise working capital.

Leave tc teach in a charter school: If a teacher employed
by a school district makes a written request for an extended
leave of absence to teach at a charter school, the school
district shall grant the leave for any number of years
requested by the teacher, and must extend the leave at the
teacher's request.

Iowa public employees' retirement system: Teachers in a
charter scnhocl shall be public schcool teachers for the
purposes of retirement under Code chapter 37B. During a
leave, the teacher may continue to aggregate benefits and
credits in the Iowa public employees' retirement system by
paying botn the employer and employee contributions based upon
the annual salary of the teacher for the last full pay period
before the leave began. The Iowa public employees' retiirement
system may impose reasonable requirements to efficiently
administer this subdivision.

Causes for nonrenewal or termination: Tne bill provides
the conditicns under which a contract may be terminated. The
sponsor must provide adeguate notice stating the grounds for
the preposed action in reasonabie detail. The charter

school's board of directors may request an informal nearing
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before the sponsor within 14 days of receiving notice of
nonrenewal or termination of the contract. A contract may be
terminated or not renewed for failure to meet the requirements
for student performance contained in the contract, failure to
neet generally accepted standards of fiscal management, or for
viclations of law or other good cause shown.

Open enrollment option under dissoliution: If a charter
school 1s dissolved, a student who attended the school,
siblings of the student, or another student who resides in the
same place as the student may enroll in the resident district
or may submit an open enrollment application to a nonresident
district and the open enrollment application and notice
deadlines do not apply.

General authority: The board of directors of a charter
school may sue and be sued. The board may not levy taxes orx
issue bonds.

State schoel feoundation aid: A student enrolled in a
charter school shall be counted, for state schocl foundation
aid purposes, in the student’s district of residence. The
board of directors of the district of residence shall pay to
the charter school the district cost per pupil, plus any
noneys received for the student as a result of non-English-
speaking weighting, for eacn school year. The district of
residence shall also transmit the phase III moneys allocated
to the district for the full-time equivalent attendance of the
student to the charter school. When a charter school finds it
eccnomically advantageous to rent or lease a buiiding or land
for any instructional purposes and it determines that the
total school foundation aid is insufficient for tnls purgose,
it may apply to the school budget review committee for
supplemental aid.

Otner aid, grants, and revente: A charter school is
eligible to receive otner educational aid, grants, andg revenus
as though it were & school district. However, it may noc

receive aid, a grant, or revenue if a levy ls reguired <o
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obtain the money. Federal aid received
paid to the school, 1f it quaiifies for
were a school district.

Use of state moneys to purchase land
received from the state may not be used
buildings. The school may own land and

through nonstate sources.

by the state must be
the aid, as though it

or buildings: Money
to purchase land or

bulldings if obtained
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