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An Act providing for the election of the commissioner of
insurance.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 39.9, Code 1997, is amended to read as
follows:

39.% STATE OFFICEXS —-- TERM.

The governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state,
auditor of state, treasurer of staie, secretary of
agriculture, and attorney general shalil be elected for a term
of four years at the general election held in the year 1974

and every four years thereafter. The commissioner of

ingurance shall e siected for a term of four years at the

genergl eiection heid in the year 2002 &nd every four yearsg

thereafter,

Sec. 2. Section 43.6, subgsection 1, Code Supplement 1987,
is amended to read as follows:

1. When a vacancy occurs in the office of senator in the
Congress of the Uniied States, secretary of state, auditor of
state, treasurer cf state, secretary of agriculture,

commiss.oner of insurance, or attorney general and section

6%.13 reguires that .ne vacancy oe filied for the balance of
the unexplred term ai a general election, candicates for the
office shall be nom.nated in the preceding primary election if
the vacancy occurs wignty-nine or more cays before the date of
that pr:mary eleccicnn. If the vacancy occurs less than one
hundred four cays before the dete of that primary election.
the state commissioser shall accept nominacion papers for that
office only until Zive o'ciock p.m. on the seventy-fourth day
before ure primary eiection, the provisions of section 45.1%

~

notwithstandéing. If the vacancy occurs later than eignty-nine
days before t{he date of that primarv esiect

ion, bui not less
than eignty-nine days beforc the date of the generai eleccion,
the nominations shali be made in the manner prescribed oy this
chapter for filling vacancies in nominations for offices to be
voted for at tae gernaral election.

Sec. 3. ES.ctien £3.77, subseciion 4, Code 1987, is amended
to read as [cllows:

4. & vacancy has occurred in the office of senator in the
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Congress of the United States, lieutenant governor, secretary

of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, secretary of

agriculture, commissioner of insurance, or attorney general,

under the circumstances described in section 69.13, less than
eighty-nine days before the primary election and not less than
eighty-nine days before the general election.

Sec. 4. Section 43.78, subsection 1, paragraph a, Cocde
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1987, 1s amended toc read as follows:
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a. For senator in the Congress of the United States or any
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office listed in section 39%9.9, by the party's state
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convention, which may be reconvened by the state party
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chairperson 1f the vacancy occurs after the convention has

-
L

been neld or teoo late to be filled at the time it is neld.
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However, a vacancy so occurring with respect to the offices of
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secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state,

.
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commissioner of insurance, or secretary of agriculture may be

filled by the party's state central committee in lieu of

e
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reccnvening the state convention.

13 Sec. 5. Section 63A.2, subsection 1, Code 1967, is amended
20 to read as follows:

21 1. Governor, secretary of state, secretary of agriculture,
22 auditor of state, treasurer of state, commissioner of

22 insurance, attorney general.

24 Sec. 6. Section 68B.2, subsection 26, Code 1997, is

25 amended to read as follows:

26 25. "Statewide elected official" means the governcr,

27 lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state.

treasurer of state, secretary of agriculture, commissioner of
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1nsurance, and attorney genzral of the state of Iowa.
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Sec. 7. Section 69%.13, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code
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Supplement 19%7, is amended to read as follows:

32 If a vacancy occurs in the office of senator in the
33 Congress of the United States, secretary of state, auditor ot

state, treasurer of state, secretary of agriculture,
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commissioner of insurance, or attorney general eighty-nine or
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more days before a general election, and the unexpired term in
which the vacancy exists has more than seventy days to run
after the date of that general election, the vacancy shall be
filled for the balance of the unexpired term at thnat general
election and the person elected to fill the vacancy shall
assume office as soon as & certificate of election nas been
issued and the person has qualified.

Sec. 8. Section 546.8, Code 1997, is amendecd to read as
follows:

546.8 INSURANCE DIVISICN.

The insurance divisicn shall regulate and supervise the
conducting ¢f the business of insurance in the state. The
division shall enforce and implement Title XIII, subtitle 1,
insurance and celated regqulation, and chapter 502, and shall
perform cther duties assigned to the division by law. The
division is headed by the commissioner of insurance who-shatil
Be-appornted-pursuanc-te-section-565-2,

Sec. 5. Sections 505.2 and 505.3, Code 1997, are repealed.

EXPLANATION

This biil changes the office of commissioner of insurance
from an appointive office {appointed by the governor), to an
elective office beginning with the general election in 2002.

The elective term of office is four years.
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