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1 An Act to provide for the enhancement of penalties applicable to
2 repeat sexual abusers of children thirteen years of age or
3 younger.

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 709.2, Code 1997, 1s amended to read
follows:

70S8.2 SEXUAL ABUSE IN THE FIRST DEGREE.

A person commits sexual abuse in the first degree when

under any of the foliowing circumstances:

1. When in the course of committing sexual abuse the

person causes another serious injury.

2. When the other participant is under the age of twelve

and the person committing sexual abuse has been previously

convicted of a violation of section 705.232 in which the ¢ther

participant was under the age of twelve.

Sexual abuse in the first degree is a class "A" feleny.

Sec. 2. Section 709.3, subsection 2, Code 1897, is amended
to read as folliows:

2. The other participant is under the age of twelve and

the person committing the sexual abuse has not been praviousiy

convicted of a violation of this section in which the otner

participant was under the age of twelve.

Sec. 3. Section 70%.3, Code 1997, is amended by adding the
following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. <ZA. Tne other participant is twelve oOr

thirteen years of age and the person committing the segxual
abuse has been previcusly convicted of a viclation of this
secticn in which the other participant was under the age of
twelve or of secticon 709.4 in which the other participant was
twelve or thirteen yzers of age.

Sec. 4. Section 70%.4, subsection Z, paragraph b, Code
Supplement 1997, is zamended to read as follows:

b. The other participant is twelve or thirteen years of

age and the rerson committing the sexual zbuse nas not teen

r tousl onvicted of a violation o is tion in which
evious!] convict o) iclation of th ser n whicn

the other participani was twelve or thirteen vyears ©f age or a

violation cf secticn 709.3 in which the other participant was

under the age of twelve,
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This bill provides for the enhancement of penalties
applicable to persons who are recidivist sexual abusers of
children thirteen years of age or younger.

Sexual abuse in the third degree, involving the sexual
apuse of a minor aged 12 or 13, is amended to apply only tc
those aopusers of lZ-year-old or 13-year-old children who do
not have a previous conviction for sexual abuse of a minor who
is 13 years of age or younger. If the person has a pravious
conviciion f[or sexual abuse c¢f a minor aged 13 years of age or
younger, that second or subseguent offenst involving a minor
aged 12 or 13 is sexual abuse in the second degree, If a
person commitis sexual abuse involving a minor under the age of
12 and has not previously peen convicted c¢f sexual abuse
involving a minor under the age of 12, that offense remains as
sexual abuse in the second degree., Second or subsegquent
viclations involving sexual abuse of children under the age of
12 are made sexual abuse in the first degree.

Sexual abuse in the third degree is a class "C" felony.
Ciass "C" Felonies are punishacle by imprisonment for not mnore
than 1¢ years and a pessible fine of at least §$50C but not
more than $19,000. Sexual abuse in the second degree is a
class "B" felony. <Class "B" felons are to be confined for not
more than 25 years. Sexual abuse in the first degree is a
class "A" felony. Class "A" felons are to be confined for
life. Felonious sexual abuse is a forcible felony. Persons
whe are convicted of sexual abuse in the second degree must
serve at least 85 percent of any sentence imposed. Repeat
offenders under the sexual abuse chapter are subject to
penalty enhancements under chapter S01A.
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