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A BiLL FOR
An Act relating to injury to animals maintained at animal
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facilities committed by unauthorized persons, by providing for
@ penalty and a minimum sentence.
IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 717A.1, subsection 4, paragraph a, Code .

1997, is amended to read as foliows:
a. A person who violates subsection 2, paragraph "a", is

gutrlty of & the following ocffenses:

{1} For an injury which does not cause the death of an

animal or for damage to property the following shall apply:
{a) A class “C" felony if the injury to an animal or
damage to property exceeds fifty thousand dollarss-e.
{b} A class "D" felony 1f the injury to an animal or
damage to property exceeds five hundred dollars but does not

exceed fifty thousand dollarsy-an.

{c} An aggravated misdemeanor if the 1injury to an animal
or damage to property exceeds one hundred dollars but does not
exceed five hundred Jdollarssy-a.

{d) A serious misdemeancr if the injury to an animal or
damage to property exceeds fifty dollars but does not exceed
cone hundred dollarsy-er-é&.

(e} A simple misdemeanor if the injury to an animal or

damage tO property does not 2xceed fifty dollars.

5
i

{2) For an injury which causes the degth of an 2nimal,

following shall apply:
(a) A class "C" felony 1f damages causaa by the offense

exceed fifty thousand dolliars.

(b} A class "D" {ziony 1if damages caused ty the offense do
not exceed fifty tncusand dollars.

A verson who causes the death of more than gng animal shall

be subject to 2 minimum incarceration as provided in section
§02.8.

Sec. 2., NEW SECTION. 202.8A MINIMUM SENTENCE -- OFPENSES
RELATING TO ANIMAL FACILITIES.

A person who willfully causes the death of more than one

animal maintained at an animal facility as provided in section

717A.1 shall serve a minimum of ninety days of the sentence

imposed by law. A person sentenced pursuant to this section

shall not be eligible for release until the person nas served .
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the minimum sentence of confinement imposed by this section.
EXPLANATION
This bill amends Code sectien 717A.1 which prohibits a
person from willfully destroying property of an animal
facility or injuring an animal , aintained at an animal
facility without the consent of the owner of the facility or

ons
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animal. An animal facility includes a number of locat
where animals are kedt, including a farm, livestock narket,
research facility, veterinary clinic, pound, animal shelter,
pet shop, boarding kennel, or commercial kennel. A person wio
vioiates thne prohibition is guilty of an offense ranging from
2 class "C" felony to & simple misdemeanor based on tne armount
of damage sustained to property or ipjury inflicted to
animals. The break between a class "D" felony and &
aggravated misdemeanor i1s $500. This pill provides that if
the 1njury causes an animal's death, the cffense is at least a
class "D" felony regardless of the value of the damage. In
addition, the bill provides a minimum sentence of 90 days
incarceration for a person who willfully causes the death of

more than one animal at the facility.
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