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A B:U FOR 

1 An Act to establish the offense of public indecency and providing 

2 penalties. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.f. H.F. $0t?/ 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 709.9A PUBLIC INDECENCY. 

2 1. A person who is age eighteen or older commits the 

3 offense of public i !1decency when the person commits e. sex a.ct 

4 in c public place. 
5 2. For purposes of this section, ''public place=; means any 

5 place, building, or conveyance to which the public has O! is 

7 permitted access: and s~1all incli..!de_. but is not lirr.i"t'2C! to, 

8 restroomst parks~ school grvunds~ and governmen·t p:cop~2rty~ 

9 3. Except as otherwise ;rovided in subsectio~ 4, p~blic 

lO indecency is a serious misrl?meanor .. 

ll 4. Public inCecency whi~h is committed in the presence of 

J.2 a child who is under the age of fourteen is an aggravated 
13 misdemeanor. 
14· EXPLANi\TION 

15 This bill establishes the new misdemeanor offense for 

16 persons age l3 or olcer of p1.0blic indeceP-cy. A person commits 

17 the cr lme of public :ndeczncy vlhe:"l th2- person corn.rnj. ts c sex 

lS act while in a public place. A public place is defined &s a 

19 place: building, or conveyance in which the public hzs or is 

2C permitted access and include£ restrooms'" parks .. school 

21 grounds, and government prcperty. Publi~ ind2cency is a 

22 serious misdemeanor unless it is co~~i~ted in the presence of 

23 a child under the age of 14. In the latter case the offense 
24 is punishable as an aggravated misdemeanor. 

25 A serious misdemeanor i~ punishable oy imprisonment of up 

26 to one year in jail and a fine of not less than $250 and not 

27 more than $1,500. An aggr<.vated misdemeanor is punishable by 

28 imprisonment of up to two years and a fine of not less than 
29 $500 and not more than $5,000. 
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