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1 An Act providing for a modified full-year school calenda~ grant 

2 program, and making an appropriation. 
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1 Section 1. There is appropriated from the general fund of 

2 the state to lhe department of education :or the fiscal year 

3 beginning July l, 1998, and ending June 3J, 1999, the 

4 following amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to 

5 be used for the purpose designated: 

6 r'or a modified full-year school calendar grant program and 

7 study: 

8 • • • • . . • . . . • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • $ 3' 500' 000 

9 The funds appropriated shall be utiliz~d by the department 

10 to create an incentive program to encourage schools to propose 

ll and utilize a modified full-year school calendar. The 

12 department shall award grants to 12 schooLs with varying 

l~ enrollments that apply to the department ~y November l, 1998. 

14 Application forms and grant award criteria shall be developed 

15 by the department. Applicants shall submit a proposal for a 

16 full-y~ar school calendar ad~er:ng to the current l80-6ay 

17 require~ent. in secl;sn 279.10, subsectio~ l, but with ~ 

18 modified c-alendar i:Jco.:porating u nirte-v.~·ee~ on, three-Yre>ck off 

19 schedu:!.e. The scriilieC ca1en<~dr. 'Net:.~'~ cc:i:mence ann:.1~lly on 

20 the second Monday i• ~uly b~ginni.~g '~ 1'99, ~~a alterra.e 

21 nine-v.'C·ek 0:1, thr-.::c--~-: _,·-: .:f : .~~~-'~r'l<=:":.s 1.2ntil t!te 180-dc:.} 

22 requ.iremer.t-. has bec:1 m~t. ~~-- t:1:-: ~>;lr.·.:. students wou:.d 

23 remain on break unt i.l ~--~--: ---ext :-;:~hoo~ ye:c.:- corr11r.~nc~s ?t...:~suan._ 

25 applicdnts ~a~ mnaify ~he nin?-we2k on; three-week oZ[ 

26 sched~rle acco-:Ci·1,~i ~:..; .:~·1e pa;:-ticu.:.a: neeC.c:; of the sc·--.)ol 

27 district, 0ut shoul ... ; ;>!ovide a cle&r tra:-::=:~::ion to such a 

28 schedule. Gr3~ts shali be aw~~ded for a ~hree-y~ar duration 

29 and shall be usee by th~ sc~ools either ~J i.nstall ai: 

)0 conditioni11s :~-school t>:.t·;:--~irc;!'-; 07: ::ina:~~e cche .. · 

32 modified cale~~~r. 

In addition ~o tM~ 

~c ·-. 
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' stat~, to conduct a study of the schools ~articipati~g in the 

2 grant program duri~g the final year of the three-year program. 

J The scudy shall include an in-depth cost-benefit analysis of 

4 the modified full-year school calendar and its effects on the 

S students, teachecs, and community members involved in the 

6 program, and include a measurement of academic achievement for 

7 students participating in the program compared with students 

8 from nonparticipant schools. The department shall sub"'it a 

9 report of its findings and reco~~endations to the general 

10 assembly by October 1, 2002. 

ll EXPLANATION 

12 This 

13 program 

bill provides 

involving the 

for the creation of a three-year grant 

awarding of grants by the department of 

14 education to 12 schools of varying enrollment sizes throughout 

15 the state that submit proposals for the utilization of a 

16 modified full-year school calendar. Proposed calendars shall 

17 begin annually on the second Monday in July, starting in 1999, 

". l8 and shall provide a clear transition toward the attainment of 

19 a nine-week on, three-week off school calendar. The calendar 

20 proposal may modify the nine-week on, three-week off period 

21 according to the particular needs of the applicant school 

22 during th? three-year grant program period. Application forms 

23 and grant award criteria shall be developed by the department, 

24 and shall be received by the department from applicant schools 

25 by Novemoe' l, 1998. Grants received by successful applicants 

26 may ba used for the installation of air conditioning equipment 

27 in school buildings or for additional infrastructura-related 

23 modifications relating to the school's participation in the 

29 program. The bill provides for an appropriation of $3.5 

30 million to finance the grants, and to provide for a study 

31 during the final year of the three-year program, cond~cted by 

32 the department and postsecondary education institutions in the 

33 state, of the impact of the program on students, teachers, and 

34 community members involved in the program. The study shall 

• 35 include ar in-depth cost-benefit analysis of the modified 
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1 full-year school calendar and a measurement of student 

2 academic progress as compared to students at nonparticipant 

3 schools, and shall be submitted to the general assembly by 

4 October 1, 2002. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

:.sB 3G49En 77 

rn/cf/74.?. 

• 

• 

• 


