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A BILL FOR

» Act providing for a modified full-year school calendar grant

program, and making an appreopriation.
» 1T ENACTED BY TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. There is appropriated from the general fund of
the state to the department of education Ior the fiscal year

beginning Julv 1, 1998, and ending Jurne 3J, 1999, the
following amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to
be used for the purpose designated:
For a modified full-year school calendar grant program and
study:
C et c e iiaeta et ase sttt aasantaesaanasa-aaas S 3,500,000
The funds appropriated shall be utiliz=d by the department
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to create &n incentive program to encouraje schools to propose
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and utilize a modified full-year school calendar. The

[ I U o B Vo T & « IS < Y N - S N

p—

department shall award grants to 12 schools with varying
i3 enrollments that appiy to the department oy November 1, 15958.
14 Application forms and grant award criteria shall be developed

15 by the department. Applilicants shall submit a proposal for a
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16 full-year scnool calendar acdhering (o the current 180-cay
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17 reguirement in secii~n 27%.10, subsectior 1, but with &

18 modifiad calendar incosporaiing 4 nlne-weex on, three-weexk off
1% scheduie. The redified calencar wouw < Cocmmence annualiy on
20 the second Monday it July ba2ginniag n 1788, =2ad alterra.e

21 nine-wcek con, threg-s0 v (If fatervals entil the 180-dev
22 requiremert has bean mel. Lo Uhs pulnc. studen

23 remaln on break unti
24 to the moo1fid v endar. Calendar proposals submitied by
25 applicants wa g 4 &
26 schedule acco/dlng e the particula: needs ©
27 district, but s

28 schedule. Grants shall

2% and shall be used oy the n
30 conditioning i+ school buildirgs or Zinsnae cchers
31 iafrastructure needs o) Toe soh

32 modified calendur.
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33 In addition Lo tng .weeding of grantis to . :licani schools
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state, to ccnduch a study of the schools participating in the
grant program durlng the final year of the three-year progran.
The study shall include an in-depth cost-benefit analysis of
the modified full-year school calendar and its effects on the
students, teachers, and community members invelved in the
program, and inciugde a measurement of academic achievement for
students participating in the program compared with students
from nonparticipant scnocls. The department shall submit a
report of its findings and recommendations to the general
assembly by October 1, 2862.
EXPLANATION

This bill provides for the creation of a three-year grant
program involving the awarding of grants by the department of
education to 12 schools of varying enrollment sizes throughout
the state that submit proposals for the utilization of a
modified full-year school calendar. Proposed calendars shall
begin annually on the second Monday in July, starvting in 19%9%,
and shall provide a clear transition toward the atiainment of
a nine-week on, three-week off schcol calendar. The calendar
proposal may modify the nine-week on, three-week off period
acecording to the particular needs of the azpplicant school
during the three-year grant program period. Application forms
and grant award criteria stall be developed by the department,
and shall be received by the department from applicant schools
by November 1, 1998. Grants received by successful applicants
may be used for the installation of air conditioning equipnent
in school buildings or fer additional infrastructure-related
modifications reilating to the school's participation in the
program. The bill prevides for an appropriation of $3.5
million to finance the grants, and to provide for a study
during the final year of the three-year program, conducted by
the department and postsecondary education institutions in the
state, of the impact of the program on students, teachers, and
community members involved in the program. The study shall
inciude ar in-depth cost-benefit analysis of the mcdif:ied
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full~ycar school calendar and a measurement of student

academic progress as compared to students at nonparticipant
schools, and shall e submitted to the general assembly by
October 1, 2002.
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