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An Act relating to the assumption of risk by and liability of 

2 forcible felons and persons aiding and abetting in the 

3 commission of forcible felonies for damages resulting from the 

4 offenders' criminal conduct. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

Secr.icn l. NE\~ SECTION. 670A.l DEFINITIONS. 

2 As used in this chapter, unless lhe context otherwise 

3 requ1res: 

4 l. 

2. 

''Acl 11 means an act as defined under section 702.2. 
1'Convicted'' means a finding o~ guil~7 irrespective of 

6 i~posltior1 or e~.~cution of any sznterce; a final an~ v2lid 

7 admiss~on of gui~t or a guilty plea; a~ ent:y of j~~s~ect of 

8 ~onvic:ion; an adjudi~~tio~ of de1inquerlCy; a ' < ':·1.2'a o ... 

10 adjl!~tme~~ agreemen~ n: an agree~e~t to the e~try c[ a c~nsP~~ 

11 <!ecree re~~rding a delinquent act. 

12 3 . '
1 Ccurse o~ crimi~al conduct:' means an act wt~~h wha~ 

13 co~nitled constitutes 2 crime and includes any act~ of ~ 

14 vit~c~m :~ defending o; attem~ti~1g to Qefe~d agains~ ~he cr1me. 

:'Crim~;~ means a forcibl2 fe!ony as defi~c~ ~nder 

16 section 702.1!. 

17 

lB 

~. 11 Perpetrator 

constltuti~g a crime 

means a person w~u has cc~~i~ted the 

and includes 2 pers0n who ~2.s b?~n 

aces 

13 convi~ted ot a c~·.:.:a~ c?,nC any perso;·.., \·J:"lc joi:Jtl~' pZort.:~;~~~at:::s 

20 or z.ids and abets in ::-.r:2 commissior. of c. cr.ime~ 

.t'. L person who :s th~ o~ject of 2 co~rse 

23 reasonable assista~c~ to or whc d~fenci a~oth~= perso~ 

25 immediau~:y 

26 S<'.'c. 2. 

27 l. 

.... c ·- ()o •• 
C:::.'-L"-.;. the commission cf a c~imc. 

28 loss, inj~ry~ ~: death which rasults from vl arisz3 cu~ of the 

29 perpetrator's course of criminal cond~ct. 

30 not liable for ar:y dama~es causet~ jy a~y acts of tha victim 1~ 

Jl defending or a~~2;Gpt~ns ~o defe~e ~gainsl t~e crjms lZ the 

32 victim L.:>ed :-2-asonab~-.-:: fo~ce ' . .;her: cor:-_""Jitl:lr!g i..hc c.:.c·~s. A 

31 ?erpetra·i:or; s assumpt~on of :.:- .;.s~ c:.nC liability do.?s ";""jQ:-

35 which Lhe victl~ ~nows or has reason to %~o~ may cr~b~e a~ 
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unreasonable risk of harm. This section shall not apply to 

2 perpetrators who, because of mental illness or defect, are 

3 incapable of knowing the nature and quality of their acts or 

4 are incapable of distinguishing between right and wrong in 

5 relation to those acts. 

6 2. For purposes of this section, a certified copy of a 

I guilty plea, an order entering a judgment of guilt, a court 

8 record of conviction or adjudication, an order adjudicating a 

9 child delinquent, or a record of an informal adjustment 

lO agreement shall be conclusive proof of a perpetrator's 

ll assumption of risk of and liability for any damage or harm 

12 caused to a victim. 

13 3. In addition to any claim for damages, the court shall 

14 award a victim reasonable expenses, including attorney's fees 

15 and disbursements, which are incurred in the prosecution of 

16 the damages claim. 

17 4. Except as necessary to preserve evidence, the court 

18 shall stay any action for damages under this section during 

19 Lhe pendency of any criminal action which pertains to the 

20 course of criminal conduct which forms the basis for a claim 

21 for relief under this section. 

22 EXPLANATION 

This bill provides that perpetrators of forcible felonies 

74 assume the risk of loss and liability for damages caused as a 

25 result of the perpetrators' criminal conduct. The term 

75 perpetrator includes both the principal actor and any oth~rs 

27 who either jointly participate in or aid or abet in the 

28 commission of a forcible felony. A certified copy of a guilty 

29 plea, an order entering a judgment of guilt, a court record of 

30 conviction or adjudication, an order adjudicating a child 

31 delinquent, or a record of an informal adjustment agreement 

32 constitute conclusive proof of assumption of risk and 

33 liability for damages caused by the perpetrator of the crime. 

34 Victims seeking damage awards under the new provision also 

35 must be awarded compensation for attorney fees and other 
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1 r2eSOtlab1e exper1ses incurred i!1 seeki.ng those damag&s~ 

7 ActiorlS ur1dec the new provision will be stayed during the 

3 pendency of any ~riminal action pertaining to the crime. 

4 

s 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

l 9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

2"1 

2!l 

29 

lO 

31 

12 

33 

34 

3~ 

-3-

LSB 30~0YH 77 

lh/sc/14 

• 

• 


