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Passed House, Date __________ _ 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

A BILL fOR 

HOOSE FILE 

BY CHAPMAN 

Passed Senate, Date ------------

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An 

BE 

Act providing special ballots for voters who are blind. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s. f. H.F. ~~3 

Sectio~ l. Section 49.25, subsection 3, Code Supplement 

2 1g97, is amended to read as follows: 

3 3. The ,.;,:r.missioner shall furnish to each precinct where 

4 vot:ng is to be by paper ballot, special paper bal:ot, or 

5 ballot card, rather than by voting machine, the necessary 

6 ballot boxes 1 suitably equipped with seals or locks a~e keys~ 

7 ~nd voting booths. The voting booths shali be approve~ by the 

8 board of examin~rs for voting machines and elec~~onic vcting 

9 syst~ms a~1d shall provide for voting in secrecy. least or.e 

10 votinq boolh in each precinct shall be equipped wiLh lights 

11 and shall be accessible to persons with disabilities and to 

12 persons who are blind and casting a special oaoer ballot. If 

13 the !iqhting in the polling place is Inadequate, the voting 

14 booths used in that precinct shall ±~eiti6e be equipped with 

15 lights. Ballot boxes shall be locked or sealed before the 

16 polls open and shall remain locked o:· sealed until the polls 

17 are closed, except ~s provided in sections 51.1 a,d 52.40, or 

18 to provid~ ~ecessary service to a malfunc~io~i~g portabl2 voLt 

19 tallying device. If a ballot box is opened prior to the 

20 closing ot the polls: two preci~ct elect~o~ ofE~cials not of 

?! the sarr.2 pa~ty shall '::>2 pr~sent and obse~ve 

22 being opened. 

1- • • ~ , ' . .._ne ::JC..!..1.0'C !:lOX 

Sec. 2. Section 4g.s7, unnumbered :oar ~a r a v~:. 
• J • ~, Code 

24 Supplement 1997, 1s amended to read as follows: 

25 aallots shall be p~epared as follows. excect ~s otherwise 

25 ~rov:ded in section 49.90: 

27 S:?c. 3. Section GS4SO, Code 1997~ ~s am~nded by adding the 

28 follo-.. i.ng new unnumbered paragraph: 

29 NEW UNNUMBERED PA..'(AGRAPH. In lieu of r2ce:ving assista~cc 

30 at the polling place, for any election held in the county, a 

31 voter who is blind may request, in writing, that the 

32 comm1ssioner of elections prepar2 a special paper ballot for 

33 the voter to mark on election day at the polling place. The 

34 entire ballot shall be printed in capital letters of uniform 

35 size in not less than fourteen point type or shall be printed 
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l in braille. The written request shall specify whether the 

2 voter wishes to have the ballot printed in large type or 1n 

3 braille. The written request must be received in the office 

4 of the county commissioner no later than five p.m. on the 

~ eighty-ninth day before the date of the election for which the 

6 special paper ballot is requested. The special paper ballot 

7 shall be handled by election officials in the same manner as a 

8 b&llot voted with assistance pursuant to this section. 

9 Sec~ 4. 

10 Sup;;J.lement 

Section ~3.2, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 

1997, is amended to read as follows: 

11 Any registered vc>ter, under the circumstances specified in 

£2 sect:on 53.1, may on any day, except election day, and not 

l3 more than seventy days prior to the date of the eJ.ectionv 

14 apply in person for arl absentee ballot at the co~nissioner's 

~5 olf ic:t~ or at any location designated by t~1c cocrurni.ssioner _, or 

l.G muke \_._rritten appi .~cction to the commissioner for c.n a~s~ntet 

"/ ballot. Hc,...,ever 1 a oerson who is bli.:'"ld and •..-Jho is rec.rJest.in_g_ 

:_g ~- ... ~!~C ~l absent~_? Oa.:..l.ot IE'JSt submi ·c 2. w~ i tten :-equest_ for 

~S tl~2 soecial absentee ballol~ oursuant to this sectiorl no later 

2l elec~:ion. 'i'be state conunissionec sh3!.l pres!:rib,?. a f;;rm for 

22 abS2i~t2e ballot app~.icationso llowever, if a regist~red vote: 

}~ submi.(s an application that includes all of the informatior. 

2 1 req~!ired i~ this section: the prescribed form is not r~quired. 

?.~ Absentee bal~~t acolicatio~s mav include ' . . instructions to send 

2£ t:--:~ C:i?plic2tion d·; rec~:ly !.:o the county cor..rniss.:i..oner of 

77 e·!ec!:~ons. However~ no abse~tee ballot applicat~on shaJ.l be 

)8 ~readdressed or pri~ted with instructio~s lo send the 

2'7 applications to anyone other than the appropriate 

30 commissioner. 

~: SPc. 5. section 53.2, Co~e S~ppleme~l ~997 7 is amended by 

3L aav.1z~g tlie follo>·li!"g new <.Z.r~:Hl:ttbere-2_ pa!.·o.graph: 
'. 
' ' NEW L!NNUi'\3EKE;) PARAGRAPh. !'. vote z: w!lO is blind and \-lhO 

~~ re~~ests an absentee ba:lot may, at that time, also request, 

:;~.> ;.:-. y.;r =::.;.rig: t.hat the cornmission?r of elections prepare a 
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1 speci~l 3.'-)sentee ballot. for the voter to mark~ The ~o.llot. and 

2 the affidavit that accompanies the ballot shall be p~lnted in 

3 capital let ers of uniform size in not less than (our~een 

4 point type or shall be printed in braille. The written 

5 request shall specify whether the voter wishes to nave the 

6 special abs~~tee ballot printed in large type c~ in b~aill2. 

7 Sec¥ G. Sectio~ 53.15, unnumbered paragraph 2 7 Code l997, 

8 is amended to read as follows: 

9 Registered voters who are blind, cannot read, or because of 

10 any ocher physical disability, are unable to mark their own 

ll absentee ballot, may have the assistance of any person the 

12 registered voter may select. Registered voters who are bli11d 

13 may also 'equest a special absentee bal~ot orovided for in 

14 section 53.2. 

15 EXPLANATION 

16 This bill allows a voter who is blind to request a special 

17 paper ballet printed in large type or printed in braille. The 

18 written request for a special paper ballot must ~e made to the 

19 county comrnissioner of elections at least 89 days :Cefore the 

20 date of the election for which the specia: paper ballot is 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

3S 

requested. 

also. 

An absentee ballot may be requested in this manner 
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HOUSE FILE 2023 
-H-8004 
'~ l Amend House File 2023 as follows: 

2 1. Page 1, line 12, by striking the words 
3 "special paper" and inserting the following: "large 
4 print ballot or a braille". 
5 2. Page 1, line 32, by striking the words 
6 "special paper" and inserting the following: "large 
7 print ballot or a braille''. 
8 3. Page l, line 33, by striking the word "The". 
9 4. By striking page 1, line 34, through page 2, 

10 line l, and inserting the following: "Large print 
ll ballots shall be printed in capital letters of uniform 
12 size in not less than fourteen point type. The 
13 written request shall specify whether the". 
14 5. Page 2, by striking line 6, and inserting the 
15 following: "large print ballot or the braille ballot 
16 is requested. The ballot". 
17 6. Page 2, line 18, by striking the words "special 
18 absentee'' and inserting the following: "large print 
19 ballot or a braille". 
20 7. Page 2, line 19, by striking the words 
21 "special absentee". 
22 8. Page 3, line 1, by striking the word "special" 
23 and inserting the following: "large print absentee 
24 ballot or a braille". 
25 9. Page 3, line 6, by striking the words "special 

,-;·· 26 absentee". 
27 10. Page 3, line 13, by striking the words 
28 "special absentee" and inserting the following: 
29 "large print ballot or a braille". 

By CHAPMAN of Linn 
H-8004 FILED JANUARY 28, 1998 


