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An Act providing special ballots for voters who are blind.
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOQWA:
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Section 1. Section 45.25, subsection 3. Code Supplement
1897, is amended to read as follows:

3. The -ommissioner shall furnish to gach precinct where
voting is to be by paper ballot. special paper vdailoct, or
nallot vrd, rather than by votlng rmmachine . the necessary
sallot boxes, suiltably eqguipped with seals or locks and kevs.
and voting booths, The voting booths shall be approved
board of examiners for voiing macnines and slec

5

systems and shall

]

C
provide feor voting in secrecy. &t least one

voting booth in cach precinct snhall Te eguipped witn light
a

and shall e accessible to persons with dGis

o
persons who are blind and casting a special paper ball

&
place is inadeguate. the voting

i 3

the lichting in the polling

pooths used in that precinct shalil ireiude be equipped with
lights. Ballot boxes shall be locked or sealed before thne
polls open and shall remain locked or sesaled until the zolls
are closed,. except &s provided :a sections S5L.7 and 52.45, or
tc provide necessary service to & malfunclioning poriable vote

-

tallyirg device. II a pallot box is cpened prior to the
closing ©f the pclls, two precinct election offlcials
the same party shall b2 present and observe the zallet 2ox
ceing opened.
Sec. Z. Section 4%.57. unnumbered paragraph i, Code
£

Supplement 1997, is amenced to read as

4]

~ ; ~

Ballots snhail b

-

red as follows, excerni as otherwice
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prov-ded in section 4%.35Q:

S»c, 3. Cection £¢.5¢
follo.ing new unnumbersd paragraph:

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. 1In lieu of receiving assistance

at the pelling place, for any electicn held in the county. &
voter who 15 blind may reguest, in writing, that the
commlissioner c¢f elections prepare a special paper ballot for

the voter to mark on election day at the pelling place. The

entire ballot shall be printed in capital letters of uniform

size in not less than fcurteen point type or shall be printed
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in brallle. The written request shall specify whether the
voter wishes to have the ballot printed in large type or in
bratile. The written reguest must be received in the office
of the county commissioner no later than five p.m. on the
eighty-ninth cday before the date of the election for which the
special paper balilot is requested. The special paper baliot
shall be handled by election officials in the same manner as a
ballot voted with assistance pursuant to this section.

Sec. 4. Section 53.2, unnumbered paracraph 1, Code
Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows:

Any registered voter, under the clircumstances specified in
section 33.1, may on any day, except election day, and not
rmore than seventy davs prior to the date of the election,

appiy in person for an absentee ballct at the com
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ciflce or at any locatlion designated Ty the commiss
make written appiication to the commissioner for éen
s

pallot. Hewever, & person who is biiad and who i

2 special apsentee va.lot must suomii 2 written reqguest for

toa special absentegs ballol pursuant to this section ao later

tnen five p.m. on the elg -ninth day before thz date of ithe

elecvion., The state commissioner snall preéescriba a fovm for
aosences ballot appiivations. However,; if a reglstera2d voter
sebmits an application that includes all of the information
required in this section. the prescribed form is not raguired.
Absentee ballct applications mav include instructions to send
the application directly tc the county commissioner of
eieciion However. nc absentee pallot appiication shall be
preaddressed or printed with instructions Lo send the
applications to anyone other than the appropriate
commissioner.

Sec. 5. Secticn 53.2, Code Supplement 1887, is amended by
adding the following new unnuunbered

NEW UNNUMBLERED PARAGRAPE A voter who is blind and who

reguests an absentes ballot may, at that time, ziso request,

inowriIing. that the commissioner of elections prepare a
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specinl ansentee balloit for the voter to mark. The bhailot and
the affidavit that accompanies the ballot shall be printed in
capltal let =2rs of uniform size in not less than fouri=en
point type or shall be printed in braille. The written
reguest shalil specify whether the voter wishes to nave the

speclal absentee ballot printed in large type or in b
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Sec. &. Sectier 53.15. unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 18387,
is amended to read as follows:

Registered voters who are blind, cannct read. or hecause cof
any ocher physical disability, are unable to mark their own
absentee ballot, may have the assistence of any person the

registered voter may select. Registered voters who are biind

may aliso reguest a special absentse ballot provided for in

section $3.2.

EXPLANATION
This bill allows a voter who is tlind to reguest a special
paper ballet printed in large type or printed in braille. The
written raquest for & special paper ballot must be made to the

county commissioner of elections at lsast 8% days rtefcrs the
date of the electicn for which the special paper ballot is
requestad. An absentee ballot may be recuested in this manner

also.
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HOUSE FILE 2023

; H-8004
. Amend House File 2023 as follows:

l. Page 1, line 12, by striking the words
"special paper" and inserting the following: "large
print ballot or a braille".

2. Page 1, line 32, by striking the words
"special paper" and inserting the following: "large
print balilot or a braille".

3. Page 1, line 33, by striking the word "The".

4. By striking page 1, line 34, through page 2,
10 line 1, and inserting the following: “Large print
11 ballots shall be printed in capital letters of uniform
12 size in not less than fourteen point type. The
13 written request shall specify whether the".

14 5. Page 2, by striking line 6, and inserting the
15 following: "“large print baillot or the braille balloct
16 is requested. The ballot".

17 6. Page 2, line 18, by striking the words "special
18 absentee" and inserting the following: "large print
19 ballot or a braille”.

20 7. Page 2, line 19, by striking the words

21 "special absentee".

22 8. Page 3, line 1, by striking the word "special"
23 and inserting the following: "large print absentee
ballot or a braille",

9. Page 3, line 6, by striking the words "special
absentee”.

10. Page 3, line 13, by striking the words
“special absentee" and inserting the following:
"large print ballot or a braille".

By CHAPMAN of Linn
H-8004 FILED JANUARY 28, 1998
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