
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

~-- 23 

24 

25 

JAN 3 1 1997 

WAYS AND MEANS 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

HOUSE FILE 1M , 
BY KREIMAN 

Passed Senate, Date ------
Vote: Ayes ___ __ Nays 

Approved ---------------

An 

BE 

A Bill FOR 

Act relating to veterans of the United States armed forces, by 

changing eligibility for veteran property tax exemptions. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. ~~ 

1 Section 1. Section 427.3, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1997, 

2 are amended to read as follows: 

3 1. The property, not to exceed two thousand seven hundred 

4 seventy-eight dollars in taxable value of any honorably 

5 oi~ehar9ed-~oloier,-~ailor,-marine;-or-n~r~e veteran, as 

6 defined in subsection 3, of the first World War. 

7 2. The property, not to exceed one thousand eight hundred 

8 fifty-two dollars in taxable value of an-honorably-~eparaeed, 

9 ret±red,-£tlrlotl9hed-eo-a-re~er~e,-plaeed-on-±naeti~e-~tattl~7 

10 or-oi~ehar9ed-~old±er,-~ailor,-marine,-or-ntlrse-o£-the-~eeono 

11 Worlo-War-£rom-Beeember-77-l94l,-to-Beeember-3l 7-19467-army-o~ 

12 oeetlpaeion-±n-Germany-~rom-No~ember-l~ 7 -l9l8,-eo-crtlly-1l7 

13 19~3,-Ameriean-exped±e±onary-~orees-±n-S±beria-~rom-No~ember 

14 1~,-l9l8,-to-Apr±l-38,-19~8,-seeond-N±eara9tlBn-eampa±9n-w±eh 

15 ehe-na~y-or-marines-in-NiearB9tlB-or-on-eombaeane-sh±ps-l9~6-

16 l933,-~eeono-Ha±t±an-stlppre~s±on-o~-±n~~rreeeion~-l919-l9~8 7 

17 navy-and-mar±ne-operae±ons-±n-eh±na-1937-l939-and-¥an9tze 

18 ~erv±ee-w±eh-na~y-and-mar±nes-±n-Shangha±-or-±n-ehe-¥an9tze 

19 Valley-l9~6-l9~7-and-l938-l93~-or-o~-the-Rorean-eon£liee-ae 

20 any-eime-between-crtlne-~5,-l958,-and-cran~ary-3l,-l955,-boeh 

21 oates-±nel~s±~e,-or-those-who-ser~ed-on-aet±~e-dtley-dtlr±ng-ehe 

22 V±etnam-eon£l±et-beg±nn±ng-Beeember-~~,-1961,-and-end±ng-May 

23 7,-l975,-both-daees-±neltl~±~e7-or-those-who-ser~ed-on-aet±~e 

24 Otlty-dtlr±ng-ehe-Pers±an-Gtll£-eon£1iet-at-any-time-between 

25 Atlgtlst-~,-1998,-and-the-date-the-pres±dent-or-the-eongress-o£ 

26 the-Bn±teo-Seates-deelares-a-permanene-eessae±on-o£ 

27 host±l±t±es,-both-dates-±neltls±~e a veteran, as defined in 

28 subsection 3. Howe~er,-±£-eongress-enaees-a-date-d±££erent 

29 £rom-Atlgtlst-~,-1998,-as-ehe-beg±nn±ng-o£-the-Per~ian-Gtil£ 

30 eon£liet-£or-ptlrpo~e~-o£-determ±n±ng-whether-a-~eteran-±~ 

31 ent±eled-to-reee±~e-m±l±tary-bene£its-as-a-~eteran-o£-the 

32 Pers±an-Gtll£-eon£l±ee,-that-date-shall-be-stlbst±ttlted-£or 

33 Atlgtlst-~,-1998.--Por-the-ptlrpo~es-o~-th±s-seet±on,-uaee±~e 

34 otltyll-means-~tlll-t±me-dtley-±n-the-armed-£orees-o£-the-Bnited 

35 States,-e~eltld±ng-aee±ve-dtlty-£or-erain±ng-ptlrpose~-only-and 
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1 exeltid~ftg-afty-pe~~od-a-pe~~oft-wa~-a~~~gfted-by-tne-a~med-£e~ee~ 

2 te-a-e~~~l~an-~n~t~ttit~on-~o~-a-eetl~~e-e£-edtleat±en-e~ 

3 t~a~n~ng-wn~eh-wa~-~tib~tant~atly-the-~ame-a~-e~tab±±shed 

4 eotl~~e~-e££e~ed-te-e~~±l~aft~,-e~-a~-a-eadet-e~-m~d~h~pman, 

5 howe~e~-eft~otled,-at-ofte-o£-the-~e~~~ee-aeadem~e~. 

6 Sec. 2. Section 427.3, subsection 3, Code 1997, is amended 

7 by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu thereof the 

8 following: 
9 3. "Veteran" means a resident of this state and former 

10 member of the armed forces of the United States who was 

11 discharged under honorable conditions. "Veteran" includes the 

12 following persons: 

13 a. Former members of the reserve forces of the United 

14 States who served at least six years in the reserve forces 

15 after January 28, 1973, and who were discharged under 

16 honorable conditions. 
17 b. Former members of the Iowa national guard who served at 

18 least six years in the Iowa national guard after January 28, 

19 1973, and who were discharged under honorable conditions. 

20 c. Former members of the merchant marines who served 

21 during World War II at any time between December 7, 1941, and 

22 December 31, 1946, both dates inclusive, who were discharged 

23 under honorable conditions. 

24 d. Former members of the women's air force service pilots 

25 and other persons who have been conferred veterans status 

26 based on their civilian duties during World War II in 

27 accordance with Pub. L. No. 95-202, 38 U.S.C. § 106. 

28 Sec. 3. Section 427.4, Code 1997, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 427.4 EXEMPTIONS TO RELATIVES. 

31 fft-ea~e-afty-pe~~eft-~n-the-£e~ego~ng-e±a~~~£~eat~o"~ If a 

32 veteran does not claim any such exemption from taxation, it 

33 shall be allowed in the name of ~tleh-pe~~en the veteran to the 

34 same extent on the property of any one of the following 

35 persons in the order named: 
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1 1. The spouse, or surviving spouse remaining unmarried, of 

2 any ~tlen-~o±dier,-~~i±or,-m~rine,-or-ntlr~e veteran, where they 

3 are living together or were living together at the time of the 

4 death of ~tlen-per~on the veteran. 

5 2. The parent whose spouse is deceased and who remains 

6 unmarried, of any ~tlen-~o±dier 7 -s8i±or7-m~rine7-or-ntlr~e 

7 veteran, whether living or deceased, where ~tlen the parent is, 

8 or was at the time of death of the ~o±d±er,-sa±±or;-m8rine,-or 

9 ntlrse veteran, dependent on ~tlen-per~on the veteran for 

10 support. 

11 3. The minor child, or children owning property as tenants 

12 in common, of any ~tlen-deee8sed-~o±dier;-~a±±or,-m8r±ne,-or 

13 ntlr~e veteran. 

14 No more than one tax exemption shall be allowed under this 

15 section or section 427.3 in the name of any nonor8b±y 

16 d±~en8r9ed-so±dier,-s~±±or,-m8r±ne;-or-ntlr~e veteran. 

17 Sec. 4. Section 427.5, unnumbered paragraphs 1, 2, and 5, 

18 Code 1997, are amended to read as follows: 

19 A person named in section 427.3, who is a resident of and 

20 domiciled in the state of Iowa, shall receive a reduction 

21 equal to the exemption, to be made from any property owned by 

22 the person and so designated by proceeding as provided in the 

23 section. To be eligible to receive the exemption the person 

24 claiming it shall have recorded in the office of the county 

25 recorder of the county in which is located the property 

26 designated for the exemption, evidence of property ownership 

27 and the military certificate of satisfactory service, order 

28 transferring to inactive status, reserve, retirement, order of 

29 separation from service, nonor8b±e discharge under honorable 

30 conditions or a copy of any of these documents of the person 

31 claiming or through whom is claimed the exemption. 

32 The person shall file with the appropriate assessor on 

33 forms obtained from the assessor the claim for exemption for 

34 the year for which the person is first claiming the exemption. 

35 The claim shall be filed not later than July 1 of the year for 
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1 which the person is claiming the exemption. The claim shall 

2 set out the fact that the person is a resident of and 

3 domiciled in the state of Iowa, and a person within the terms 

4 of section 427.3, and shall give the volume and page on which 

5 the certificate of satisfactory service, order of separation, 

6 retirement, furlough to reserve, inactive status, or honorab~e 

7 discharge under honorable conditions or certified copy thereof 

8 is recorded in the office of the county recorder, and may 

9 include the designation of the property from which the 

10 exemption is to be made, and shall further state that the 

11 claimant is the equitable or legal owner of the property 

12 designated . 

. 13 The failure of a person to file a claim under this section 

14 before July 1 of the year for which the person is first 

15 claiming the exemption or to have evidence of property 

16 ownership and satisfactory service, separation, retirement, 

17 furlough to reserve, inactive status, or honorabte discharge 

18 under honorable conditions recorded in the office of the 

19 county recorder does not disqualify the claim if the person 

20 claiming the exemption or through whom the exemption is 

21 claimed is otherwise qualified. The belated claim shall be 

22 filed with the appropriate assessor on or before December 31 

23 of the following calendar year and, if approved by the board 

24 of supervisors, the county treasurer shall file an amended 

25 certificate of military service tax credits with the director 

26 of revenue and finance pursuant to section 426A.3. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill redefines "veteran" to include persons who served 

29 in the armed forces of the United States during peacetime or 

30 in civilian occupations which have been given military status 

31 when performed during actual conflict or in war zones. 

32 In addition to persons who served in the armed forces 

33 during wars or military conflicts, the term "veteran" includes 

34 former members of the armed forces who served on active duty 

35 during peacetime and were discharged under honorable 
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1 conditions, former members of the national guard or military 

2 reserve who served six or more years and were discharged under 

3 honorable conditions, former members of the merchant marines 

4 who served during World War II and were discharged under 

5 honorable conditions, and former members of the women's air 

6 force service pilots and other persons who have been conferred 

7 veteran status based on their civilian duties during World War 
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definition changes make these persons and their 

eligible for veteran property tax exemptions. 
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