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JAN 311997 HOUSE FILE 11258217

WAYS AND MEANS BY KREIMAN
Passed House, Date Passed Senate, Date
Vote: Ayes Nays ‘ Vote: Ayes Nays
Approved
A BILL FOR

An Act relating to veterans of the United States armed forces, by
changing eligibility for veteran property tax exemptions.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 427.3, subsections 1 and 2, Code 1997,
are amended to read as follows:

1. The property, not to exceed two thousand seven hundred
seventy-eight dollars in taxable value of any henerabty
discharged-sotdier;-satter;-marine;-er-nurse veteran, as

defined in subsection 3, of the first World War.

2. The property, not to exceed one thousand eight hundred
fifty-two dollars in taxable value of an-henerabty-separateds;
retired;-furtoughed-to-a-reservey-ptaced-on-inactive-statussy
or-discharged-sotdier;-satiory-marine;-or-nurse-of-the-second
Worid-War-from-December-77-19417~-to-December-317-19467-army-of
occupatton-in-Germany-from-November-127;-19187-to-Juty-11+
19237-American-expeditionary-foreces-in-Siberta-£from-November
t27-19187-teo-Aprt+1-367-1926;-second-Nicaraguan-campatgn-with
the-navy-or-marines-in-Nicaragua-or—oen-combatant-ships-1926-
$933;-second-Hattian-suppression-of-itnsurrections-19:+9-19267
navy-and-marine-operations-in-china-1937-1939-and-¥angtze
service-with-navy-and-marines-in-Shanghat-or-in-the-¥angtze
Vattey-1926-1927-and-1936-1932-or-of-the-Korean-€onfitet-at
any-time-between-June-257-19507-and-January-317-19557-both
dates-inciusive;-or-those-who-served-on-active-duty-during-the
Vietnam-€onfiict-beginning-Becember-227-19617-and-ending-May

7-19757-both-dates-inctusive;-or-those-who-served-on-active
duty-during-the-Perstan-Guif-€onfiitet-at-any-time-between
August-27;-19965;-and-the-date-the-president-or-the-€ongress-of
the-United-States-decitares-a-permanent-cessation-of
hostiti+tieas;-both-dares-inetusive a veteran, as defined in

subsection 3. Hewever;—-if-Congress-enacts-a-date-different

from-August-27-19907-as-the-beginning-of-the-Perstan-Gutf
coenfitet-for-purposes-of-determining-whether-a-veteran-is
entitied-to-receive-mititary-benefits-as-a-veteran-ef-the
Persi+an-Gutf-Confiiet;-that-date-shati-be-substituted-for
August-27-1996<--FPer-the-purposes-eof-this-sectiony-Lactive
duty!-means-futi-time-duty-in-the-armed-foreces-of-the-United

States;-excituding-active-duty-for-training-purpoeses-eniy-and
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exc}uding—any—peried—a—person—was—assigne&—by—the—armed—ferces
to-a-civitian-institutton-for-a-course-of-education-or
training-whieh-was-substantialiy-the-same-as-estabiished
courses-offered-to-ctvitiansy;-or-as-a-cadet-or-midshipmany
hewever-enrotted;-at-one-of-the-service-academiess

Sec. 2. Section 427.3, subsection 3, Code 1997, is amended
by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

3. "Veteran" means a resident of this state and former
member of the armed forces of the United States who was
discharged under honorable conditions. "Veteran" includes the
following persons: |

a. Former members of the reserve forces of the United
States who served at least six years in the reserve forces
after January 28, 1973, and who were discharged under
honorable conditions. '

b. Former members of the Iowa national guard who served at
least six years in the Iowa national gquard after January 28,
1973, and who were discharged under honorable conditions.

c. Former members of the merchant marines who served
during World War II at any time between December 7, 1941, and
December 31, 1946, both dates inclusive, who were discharged
under honorable conditions.

d. Former members of the women's air force service pilots
and other persons who have been conferred veterans status
based on their civilian duties during World War II in
accordance with Pub. L. No. 95-202, 38 U.S.C. § 106.

Sec. 3. Section 427.4, Code 1997, is amended to read as
follows:

427.4 EXEMPTIONS TO RELATIVES.

in-case-any-person-in-the-foregoing-etassifications If a
veteran does not claim any such exemption from taxation, it

shall be allowed in the name of sueh-persen the veteran to the

same extent on the property of any one of the following
persons in the order named:
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1. The spouse, or surviving spouse remaining unmarried, of
any such-soiditer;-sattory-mariner;-or-nurse veteran, where they
are living together or were living together at the time of the
death of sueh-persen the veteran.

2. The parent whose spouse is deceased and who remains
unmarried, of any such-seoitdiery;-sariter;-mariney;-or-nurse
veteran, whether living or deceased, where sueh the parent is,
or was at the time of death of the seitdier;-saitery-mariney-or

nurse veteran, dependent on such-persen the veteran for

support.
3. The minor child, or children owning property as tenants
in common, of any suech-deceased-soidier;-satior;-mariner;-or

nurse veteran.

No more than one tax exemption shall be allowed under this
section or section 427.3 in the name of any henerabiy
discharged-sotdier;-sattor;-marine;-or-nurse veteran.

Sec. 4. Section 427.5, unnumbered paragraphs 1, 2, and 5,
Code 1997, are amended to read as follows:

A person named in section 427.3, who is a resident of and
domiciled in the state of Iowa, shall receive a reduction
equal to the exemption, to be made from any property owned by
the person and so designated by proceeding as provided in the
section. To be eligible to receive the exemption the person
claiming it shall have recorded in the office of the county
recorder of the county in which is located the property
designated for the exemption, evidence of property ownership
and the military certificate of satisfactory service, order
transferring to inactive status, reserve, retirement, order of

separation from service, hoenerabie discharge under honorable

conditions or a copy of any of these documents of the person
claiming or through whom is claimed the exemption.

The person shall file with the appropriate assessor on
forms obtained from the assessor the claim for exemption for
the year for which the person is first claiming the exemption.
The claim shall be filed not later than July 1 of the year for
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which the person is claiming the exemption. The claim shall
set out the fact that the person is a resident of and
domiciled in the state of Iowa, and a person within the terms
of section 427.3, and shall give the volume and page on which
the certificate of satisfactory service, order of separation,
retirement, furlough to reserve, inactive status, or henerabte

discharge under honorable conditions or certified copy thereof

is recorded in the office of the county recorder, and may
include the designation of the property from which the
exemption is to be made, and shall further state that the
claimant is the equitable or legal owner of the property
designated.

The failure of a person to file a claim under this section
before July 1 of the year for which the person is first
claiming the exemption or to have evidence of property
ownership and satisfactory service, separation, retirement,
furlough to reserve, inactive status, or henerabite discharge

under honorable conditions recorded in the office of the

county recorder does not disqualify the claim if the person
claiming the exemption or through whom the exemption is
claimed is otherwise qualified. The belated claim shall be
filed with the appropriate assessor on or before December 31
of the following calendar year and, if approved by the board
of supervisors, the county treasurer shall file an amended
certificate of military service tax credits with the director
of revenue and finance pursuant to section 426A.3.
EXPLANATION

This bill redefines "veteran" to include persons who served
in the armed forces of the United States during peacetime or
in civilian occupations which have been given military status
when performed during actual conflict or in war zones.

In addition to persons who served in the armed forces
during wars or military conflicts, the term "veteran" includes
former members of the armed forces who served on active duty

during peacetime and were discharged under honorable
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conditions, former members of the national guard or military
reserve who served six or more years and were discharged under
honorable conditions, former members of the merchant marines
who served during World War II and were discharged under
honorable conditions, and former members of the women's air
force service pilots and other persons who have been conferred
veteran status based on their civilian duties during World War
II. The definition changes make these persons and their
families eligible for veteran property tax exemptions.
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